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VOLUNTEER SERVICES 

3rd Place trophy winnersð two years in a row! 

UMSL celebrated Homecoming the week of September 22, with the parade on the 25th.  
Volunteer Services invited Spongebob Triton to join our great float to fit the                  

Homecoming theme ñRise of the Tritons!ò The hard work paid off with another 3rd place 
trophy for Volunteer Services! We appreciate all of the volunteers that were able to 

come out and cheer on Volunteer Services during the parade! 

Spongebob Triton holds the 

3rd place trophy 

Volunteer Services float, featuring a rising 

tidal wave 

Volunteer Services float 
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If you have a Facebook account, become our fan by adding UM-St. Louis Volunteer Services to your 

fan pages. The Facebook page will serve as an instant update for Volunteer Services events,       

volunteer positions, communications and other announcements.  To find us, search for UMSL      

Volunteer Services or you may type our url:  

http://www.new.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Louis-MO/UMSL-Volunteer-Services/25509873163  

Volunteer Services is now on Facebook!  

Success Stories Success Stories Success Stories - A Volunteer Feature  

Rennell Parker  

Rennell Parker has been an UMSL volunteer since January of 2008, as an Assistant Coach to Coach 

Pilz and the UMSL Menõs Basketball team. He also volunteers for the Touhill Performing Arts Center.  

Rennell has made quite a presence on campus. Along with having two poems featured in the Volun-

teer Services òVolunteer Visionsó art show in May, the UMSL bookstore recently began carrying cop-

ies of his book Speak Up, Speak Out... Shout If You Have To! - Let Your Voice Be Heard. The book is a 

collection of original poetry from the mind of "Random Thought", Rennellõs pseudonym. He describes 

the writings as òmore than just words, they are symbols, smiles, laughter, and cries of de-

spair.  Poetry is more than self-expression it is self-discovery in which the words of this book have 

allowed me to understand myself and the atmosphere around me better than ever before.  Speak 

Up, Speak Out... Shout If You Have To! has been created to educate, motivate, and inspire all per-

sons in one way or the other. ôNever be afraid to... Let Your Voice Be Heard. Welcome to the Rebirth 

of the Renaissanceéõó 

Rennell is also the CEO & Founder of Acts of a Random Thought, an organization created to edu-

cate, motivate, and inspire the various members of our community and schools via the tool of po-

etry.   

Most recently, Rennell has become a Mathematics instructor for the Bridge Program, which is a sup-

plementary education program that prepares high school students for college success. In the spring, 

he plans to become an UMSL student and work towards a degree in teaching Mathematics for Sec-

ondary Education. Volunteer Services is glad to have Rennell and looks forward to learning about his 

next endeavor! 

www.actsofarandomthought.com ; www.freewebs.com/therandomthought ; www.iamrandomthought.com  

Rennell and his wife, Chastity, 

with son, Rennell, Jr. and 

daughter, Kelson 

On October 1st, Volunteer Services celebrated its fourth year of being apart of the        

University of Missourið St. Louis campus! In  four years of service, the department has 

recruited 623 new volunteers, who served on average 60 hours during their volunteer 

time on campus.  In total, UMSL volunteers have donated 25,185 hours to the campus!  

http://www.actsofarandomthought.com
http://www.freewebs.com/therandomthought
http://www.iamrandomthought.com
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July  August  September  

Sara Arnold of Gallery Visio has 
�W�K�L�V���W�R���V�D�\���D�E�R�X�W���0�\�U�D�����³�0�\�U�D��

has been such a wonderful help 
at Gallery Visio this summer. 
For her summer break from 
Colorado University, she has 

volunteered her time and talent 
not only to us, but has helped 

other organizations in St. Louis 
as well. She is warm and  

pleasant, as well as extremely 
efficient and productive. She 
has helped in every aspect of 
assisting Gallery Visio, be it 

framing artwork, installing an 
exhibition, or writing a fantastic 
press release for an upcoming 

show. If only we could keep her 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U���´���8�0�6�/���Z�L�O�O��

miss you Myra!  

Myra Sanders-Lyle 

Gallery Visio 

Dan Mueller 

Thomas Jefferson Library 

Sue Hinkel 

Storytelling Festival 

Dan came to Volunteer Services as 
an elementary teacher on summer 
break. He began volunteering for 

Aziz Atai -Langroudi in the Thomas 
Jefferson Library. Here's what Aziz 

has to say about Dan:  

"I am nominating Dan Mueller as 
the Volunteer of the Month for his 

accurate, responsible, cooperative, 
and caring behavior in handling his 
tasks. I admire Dan for his ability 

in putting his wonderful human 
stamp on every single piece of 

duty assigned to him. I feel proud 
of having such a volunteer working 

side by side with me."  

Thanks for the great work, Dan!  

 

Sue has served on the planning 
committee for the Storytelling  

Festival for many years and      
became volunteer coordinator in 
January 2007.   In her position, 

Sue managed a slew of               
responsibilities, including          

assembling packets, mailings,   
delivering supplies, taxiing        

featured storytellers who arrive 
from out of town and managing 

the book and resource sale.  
Sue has also organized the     

fundraising auction for the past 3 
years. Sue always open to        
volunteer and donates a           

tremendous amount of time every 
year; her work for the Storytelling 

Festival is invaluable.    

New Book Club Selection- The Murder of Roger Ackroyd 
In the spirit of Halloween, the newest book club selection is a thriller by Agatha Christie. 

A classic murder mystery, this book is considered one of the best and most successful of 

the early mysteries. The book club will meet on Tuesday, October 28th from 5:30-

7:30pm and a light dinner will be served. All currently registered volunteers are invited to 

attend.  Limited copies of the book are available in the Volunteer Services office for 

checkout. Please RSVP by Friday, October 24th.  


