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International Center for Tropical Ecology

at the University of Missouri-St. Louis

THE PARKER-GENTRY TROPICAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

Two of the most knowledgeable and dedicated field biologists, Ted Parker and Al Gentry, died in a tragic plane accident in Ecuador on August 3, 1993. At the time of the accident, Ted and Al were surveying possible boundaries for a new forest reserve in Ecuador as members of Conservation International's Rapid Assessment Program (RAP).  The death of these two outstanding biologists created a tremendous hole in tropical research and biodiversity conservation.  To recognize and honor their commitment to educating Latin American scientists, the International Center for Tropical Ecology at the University of Missouri-St. Louis is offering the Parker-Gentry Tropical Research Fellowship to support the field research of a Latin American graduate student.  Funds for this special fellowship have been made available through the generous contributions of an anonymous donor and friends of the International Center for Tropical Ecology.

Ted Parker, senior scientist at Conservation International, was widely recognized as the most knowledgeable Neotropical ornithologist.  His contribution to our understanding of the region's avifauna went far beyond his tremendous skills at identifying birds by sight and sound.  Ted was a great natural historian and an impassioned spokesperson for conservation of the flora and fauna of the region.  Ted's concerns for conservation were instrumental in his vision and development of the Rapid Assessment Program of Conservation International.

Al Gentry, senior curator at the Missouri Botanical Garden, was unmatched in his ability to identify Neotropical plants and his contributions to herbaria and the botanical and ecological literature were immense.  His book, A Field Guide to Woody Plants of Northwest South America, an invaluable source of information for students of the region's flora, will likely remain the single most important volume of the region's flora for many years to come.

Both Ted and Al were magnets for students of tropical biology.  Each of them recognized the importance of educating the next generation and each gave freely of their time and knowledge and they were usually accompanied on their pioneering field trips to South and Central America by local scientists.  The intent of the Parker-Gentry Tropical Research Fellowship is to provide opportunities for Latin American students of tropical biology and conservation to conduct field-based research leading to an advanced degree.  Conditions for eligibility are current enrollment in the graduate program in Biology at the University of Missouri-St. Louis and citizenship of a Latin American country.  Latin American students have been targeted in recognition of Ted and Al's research in and fondness for Neotropical countries.  Research monies from the Parker-Gentry Tropical Research Fellowship are to be used for expenses associated with field research in the Neotropics.  Appropriate topics include biogeography, conservation biology, ecology, faunal surveys, floristics, natural history and systematics.  Topics not considered appropriate are agroecology, agroforestry, ethnobotany, forestry, marine biology, molecular biology, reforestation, and sustainable development.  Priority will be given to proposals of high scientific merit that encapsulate the research interests of Ted Parker and Al Gentry.

The Neotropics harbor much of the world's biodiversity, yet our understanding of the biota and complexity of tropical ecosystems is still very incomplete.  Ted and Al's research form much of the core of what we know about the Neotropics today.  Given the knowledge that still needs to be gathered and the urgency with which we must work in order to conserve the region's diverse ecosystems before they disappear forever, the Parker-Gentry Tropical Research Fellowship will be instrumental in fostering the next generation of tropical biologists.

Please submit ten copies of completed proposals by 5 p.m. on Monday, February 28, 2005 to the Executive Director, International Center for Tropical Ecology.  Send one electronic version to icte@umsl.edu.  Proposal guidelines are available from the ICTE Office or can be downloaded from the ICTE Graduate Student page: http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/icte/ICTEgrad/index.html.  Applicants for the Parker-Gentry Fellowship need not submit a separate application for ICTE Research Scholarships.  Applicants not awarded the Parker-Gentry Fellowship will, automatically, be considered for ICTE Research Scholarships.

