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International Center for Tropical Ecology

at the University of Missouri-St. Louis

GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATIONS FOR ICTE RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS
Proposal format

Copies of previously funded proposals are available in the ICTE Meeting Room for review by applicants.  Please note that the guidelines have changed over the years and applicants should not directly model their proposals on those funded in previous years but should follow the current guidelines as detailed below.

Each application should consist of the following components:

Title Page (title page available at end of document or from ICTE’s web page)
The title page includes the name of the applicant, graduate program, project title, project duration, location of field work, total funding requested, a summary of no more than 300 words, history of ICTE funding, list of pending proposals, and signature of advisor indicating that the proposal has been reviewed.  The project title should be concise and informative.

Research Proposal
The narrative of the research proposal should not exceed more than four single-spaced pages (not counting supporting figures and tables, bibliography, budget information and 2-page curriculum vitae).  Font size should be not less than 12 point and at least 1-inch margins are required.  The following headings and sub-headings provide a suggested format for the proposal:

Objectives

Project Description: Introduction; Methods; Significance

Budget

Budget Justification

Budget
An itemized budget should be presented with each item clearly justified.  Provide details on budget requests to other agencies here, including name of the agency/agencies, submission date, budget requested and the award announcement date.

Curriculum Vitae
A short curriculum vitae (limit two pages) should be attached to the proposal.

Ancillary information
Proposals that involve research on humans or other vertebrates must conform to human and vertebrate animal welfare policies at UM-St. Louis.  Guidelines of these policies may be obtained from the Office of Research Administration.  Appropriate permits for collecting biological specimens must be obtained or in the process of being obtained prior to accessing funds awarded by the ICTE.

Proposal checklist

A good proposal should address the following questions:

1. Do the title and project summary match the purpose and scope of the project?

2. Does the Introduction explicitly indicate the validity of the concept to be investigated and lead into the project description?

3. Is previous work adequately used to frame the question to be answered by the project?

4. Are the methods appropriate to the research question or hypothesis proposed?

5. Is the significance of the work apparent, both to someone in your research area as well as someone outside your discipline area?
6. Is the budget well justified and appropriate for funding by the ICTE?

7. Did your colleagues and advisor have ample time to review your proposal before submission?

8. Have appropriate protocol forms been reviewed by the UM-St. Louis Animal Care Committee? (Research monies from the ICTE will be withheld until all necessary protocols are approved.)

9. Have appropriate permits to collect biological specimens been obtained or sought from appropriate authorities in all countries where research is to be carried out? (Research monies from the ICTE will be withheld until all necessary permits are obtained.)

Proposal evaluation criteria

Your proposal will be evaluated on its academic merit, probability of success, and commitment to tropical research.  In addition, preference will be given to students beginning their research careers, those who have not previously received ICTE research funding, and those who have demonstrated efforts to seek external research money.  All things being equal, consideration will be given to student associates who are active in ICTE programs and activities.  Students with previous ICTE support must have on record a final report of previous ICTE research and provide a summary of this research and clearly demonstrate why additional funds are necessary from the ICTE and can not be obtained elsewhere (see Item 7 on Title Page).

Reviewers will rate each proposal on academic merit, probability of success, and commitment to tropical research from poor (5) to excellent (1) and only proposals in categories 1 and 2 are likely to receive support.

