
The College of Arts & Sciences, University of Missouri — St. Louis,  

is pleased to host… 

The Hellen & Will Carpenter Series 
on Contemporary Issues in American Society for Spring 2013 

Wednesday, April 3rd, 6:00—9:00 p.m., JC Penney Conference Center  

Health Disparities in Cognitive Aging: 
Perspectives on Memory Loss from Science  

& an Examination of Minority Cultures 

AGENDA 

6:00    Registration & Reception 
    Please visit information tables provided by the Alzheimer’s Association of St. Louis and the Knight Alzheimer’s  

    Disease Research Center, Department of Neurology, Washington University School of Medicine.  

7:00    Welcome & Introduction of Dr. & Mrs. Carpenter              
    Ronald Yasbin, PhD, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences, UMSL 

7:10     Introduction of the Keynote Speaker 
    Thomas M. Meuser, PhD, Director, Gerontology Program, School of Social Work, UMSL 

7:20     Keynote Presentation 
    Dorothy F. Edwards, PhD, Professor & Chair of Kinesiology and Occupational Therapy,  

    University of Wisconsin – Madison  

7:55       Panel Discussion Introduction 
    Thomas M. Meuser, PhD 

8:00    Panelist Remarks 

      Steve H. Jones, PhD, Associate Professor & Former Chair (2002‐2012), Department of Social  

      Work, Criminal Justice, and Gerontology, Murray State University 

                                  B. Joy Snider, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Neurology, School of Medicine,  

      Washington University in St. Louis 

                                  Yakima Shields‐Young, EdD(c), MSN, APRN, BC, ANP, Teaching Assistant 

      Professor, College of Nursing, UMSL 

8:30              Moderated Q&A Session 

    Please come to the microphone at the front of one of the center aisles 

    and pose your question when called upon by the moderator. Questions 

    may be posed to Dr. Edwards, one of the panelists, or to the group. 

9:00    Program Ends. Thank you for coming! 



About Dr. Carpenter 
 

Dr. Will D. Carpenter retired from Monsanto Company in 1992 as Vice President and 

General Manager of the New Products Division after 34 Years with the company. From 

1992  through  1994,  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of   Directors  of Agridyne   

Technologies, Inc., and from 1992 to 1995 as Executive in Residence at Mississippi State 

University. He is currently on the Board of Aetos Technologies, Inc. 

 

Dr. Carpenter joined Monsanto in 1958 as a research biochemist after earning his PhD 

in Plant Physiology from Purdue University. In 1961, he became Project Supervisor for 

herbicide development in Monsanto’s Agricultural Division. After serving as Manager 

of herbicide development, in 1969 he was named Director, Market Development, and played key roles in defining 

and  implementing  the company’s  strategy as well as developing and bringing  to market a number of products   

including Acetanilides  and  Roundup.  These  products were  the  basis  for Monsanto  Company  to  be  the most       

successful  agricultural  products  company  in  the world  for more  than  twenty  years.  In  1980,  he was  named         

Director, Environmental Operations for the corporate Environmental Policy Staff, serving as Monsanto’s principle 

spokesman in the environmental arena. 

 

In 1984, he returned to the Agricultural Products Company as General Manager, Technology and was then named 

Vice  President,  and Chairman  of  the Corporate  Biotechnology  Strategy Committee. Dr. Carpenter was  deeply     

involved  in  the  efforts  to  obtain  a  worldwide  chemical  weapons  treaty  from  1988  through  2003.  After  the             

convention was ratified and put  into force, he was named by  the United States as  the U.S. Representative  to  the 

Science Advisory Board to the Organization for Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and was named Co‐Chair of the 

Board. From 1979 to 1994, he served as the Chair of the Chemical Manufacturers Association Tray Committee and 

served as a representative and resource to the United States, NATO, and the United Nations. In 1992, Dr. Carpen‐

ter was awarded the Hilliard Roderick Prize and Medal in Science, Arms Control, and International Security. 

 

In other activities, he was an advisor to the U.S. House of Representatives on the House Science and Technology 

Subcommittee  and  to  the  Office  of  Technology  Assessment  of  Congress. He was  a member  of  the  Keystone         

National Advisory Committee for Biotechnology, and a founding Board member of the World Agricultural Forum. 

He served on the Mississippi State University Foundation Board, and on the Purdue Science Advisory Board. He is 

a past member of the Board of Trustees of the St. Louis Science Center, and the Board of the St. Louis Academy 

Science. He also served  in several capacities  in professional organizations,  including President and Fellow of the 

Weed  Science  Society  of  America  and  for  the  North  Central Weed  Conference.  He  was  the  founder  of  the           

University‐Industry Consortium, composed of over 20 Land Grant Institutions and a dozen major companies. 

 

His  undergraduate  alma mater, Mississippi  State University,  has  recognized  his  efforts  by  awarding  him  the               

Agricultural Achievement Award in 1987, Alumni of the year in Agriculture in 1997, and in 2003 he was named 

the National Alumni of the year, and awarded an Honorary Doctorate in 2005. Purdue University named him the 

School of Science Distinguished Alumni  in 1990, and awarded  in Honorary Doctorate  in 1999.  In 2005, Gamma   

Sigma Delta, the International Honor Society of Agriculture, awarded Dr. Carpenter the International Award for 

Distinguished Achievement in Agriculture.  

 

He is currently Chair of the Advisory Council for the college of Arts and Sciences of the University of Missouri—

St.  Louis,  the Advisory  Board  for  the College  of Arts  and  Sciences  of Webster University,  and  for  the  city  of      

Chesterfield. Dr. Carpenter is a native of Moorhead, Mississippi. He served in the Naval Reserve from the age of 17 

to 20, and saw active duty in the U.S. Army in Korea from 1952 through 1954. He was discharged from the active 

reserve with the rank of Captain in 1961. He and his wife, Hellen, live in Chesterfield, MO, and have two children, 

Celeste St John and Will A. Carpenter. 



About the Presenters 

 

Our Keynote Presenter, Dorothy F. Edwards, PhD,  is an Experimental Psychologist and Professor of 

Kinesiology,  Occupational  Therapy,  Neurology  and  Medicine,  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at 

Madison.  She  received her PhD  from Washington University  in  1980  and  spent much of her  career 

there in the Medical School before moving to Wisconsin in 2006.  At UW – Madison, she serves as Chair 

of  the Department of Kinesiology, and Minority Outreach Core Leader of  the Wisconsin Alzheimer’s 

Disease Research Center (WADRC) and Co‐Core Leader of the WADRC Education Core. She and her 

colleagues employ neurological, neuropsychological, occupational performance and outcomes research 

methods to explore the effects of cognitive impairment and racial disparities in adults with stroke and 

Alzheimer’s disease. She  is  especially  interested  in  the  contribution of  cognition  to  independence  in 

complex  life activities  in  these patient groups. Dr. Edwards was  inducted  in 2012  into  the American 

Occupational  Therapy  Foundation’s Academy  of Research  in Occupational  Therapy  for  her  exceptional 

portfolio of research on cognitive aging. 

 

Panelist,  Steve H.  Jones, PhD,  is  a Cultural Anthropologist  and Associate Professor  of  Social Work, 

Criminal Justice, and Gerontology, at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky. Dr. Jones served 

as Chair  of  the Department  of  Social Work, Criminal  Justice,  and Gerontology  from  2002‐2012. His 

research  interests  include  urban  anthropology,  applied  anthropology,  and  experiences  of  the  Black 

Family with  respect  to  health  (HIV/AIDS),  inclusion  and  quality  of  life. He  received  his  PhD  from 

Washington University in 1981, and he is pleased to be back in St. Louis for this evening’s program. 

 

Panelist, B. Joy Snider, MD, PhD, is a Specialist Physician and an Associate Professor of Neurology at 

Washington University  School  of Medicine  in  St.  Louis. Her  research  explores  how  neurons  die  in 

neurodegenerative  disorders  (e.g.,  Alzheimer’s  disease)  and  stroke,  with  a  specific  focus  on  how 

abnormally folded proteins, such as amyloid b‐peptide and polyglutamine‐containing proteins, cause 

neuronal death. She sees patients at the Memory Diagnostic Center and participates in research studies 

at the Knight Alzheimerʹs Disease Research Center. Dr. Snider attended the Medical Scientist Training 

Program at  the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas where she completed her 

M.D. and Ph.D. (in Biochemistry) in 1989.  

 

Panelist, Yakima Young‐Shields, EdD(c), MSN, APRN, BC, ANP, is an Adult Nurse Practitioner and a 

Teaching Assistant  Professor  of Nursing  at UMSL, where  she  also  serves  as APN  Emphasis Area 

Coordinator.  An  active  educator  and mentor, Ms.  Young‐Shields  teaches  both  undergraduate  and 

graduate nursing students how  to assess, diagnose and manage adult and geriatric health problems. 

She maintains an active clinical practice, seeing patients as a nurse practitioner, and  is committed  to 

evidence‐based practice. Her clinical interests include diabetes, hypertension, obesity, and autoimmune 

disorders. She received her MSN from UMSL and will soon complete her Doctorate in Education here.  

 

Moderator,  Thomas  M.  Meuser,  PhD,  is  a  Clinical  Psychologist  and  an  Associate  Professor  of 

Gerontology  and  Social Work  at  UMSL.  He  serves  as  Director  of  the  Gerontology  Program  and 

Coordinator of  the UMSL Life Review Project. His  research  interests  include  loss and grief  in aging, 

older driver safety, evaluation of at‐risk drivers, and narrative gerontology. Dr. Meuser was named a 

Fellow of the Gerontological Society of America in 2011.  





 

Announcing…

A
lum

ni G
enerativity A

w
ard 

A Jubilee Year Initiative to H
onor U

M
SL’s Senior Alum

ni for their 
“G

enerative” Contributions to St. Louis &
 Beyond 

Sponsored by the Jubilee Com
m

ittee in Partnership w
ith the U

M
SL Life Review

 Project, the 
G

erontology G
raduate Program

 in the School of Social W
ork, the U

M
SL Alum

ni Association, 
Laum

eier Sculpture Park, the Aronson Endow
ed Professorship for M

odern and Contem
porary Art 

H
istory and the D

es Lee Collaborative Vision. 

W
hat is G

enerativity? 
According to life review

 researcher, Barbara H
aight, “G

enerativity is the process of passing dow
n 

know
ledge, w

isdom
, love, or part of oneself to the younger generation. G

enerativity takes place later 
in life w

hen people have acquired know
ledge and experience to transfer to others.”  

The
generative adult gives of herself or him

self to the betterm
ent of others and the com

m
unity at 

large. Such giving is m
ore personal than a financial donation and usually quite m

eaningful on an 
individual level. The generative adult m

ay be a special m
entor or friend to som

eone in need, a 
volunteer w

ho goes beyond the call out of a sense of m
ission and pride, a builder of partnerships 

am
ong people to accom

plish an im
portant goal, a caregiver, a creator of som

ething m
eaningful or 

beautiful that others appreciate, and the list goes on. 

N
om

inations Invited 
D

o you know
 a graduate of UM

SL, age 60 or older, w
ho exem

plifies the “generative” spirit described 
above? Som

eone w
ho gives deeply of him

 or herself, and has m
ade a real difference for others? 

Som
eone w

ho represents the best of w
hat U

M
SL stands for as a com

m
unity-engaged institution? 

P
lease consider nom

inating this individual to receive one of three aw
ards at a special 

cerem
ony planned for Saturday, O

ctober 5, 2013, 3 – 6 pm
, at Laum

eier Sculpture P
ark.

Subm
it your nom

ination on-line at http://w
w

w
.um

sl.edu/m
tci/generativity.htm

l
by April 15, 2013. You can choose betw

een an on-line form
 or an M

S W
ord N

om
ination Form

 that 
you can com

plete on your com
puter. Include the full nam

e and contact inform
ation of your nom

inee, 
as w

ell as the year of graduation and degree (if know
n). Your nom

ination should describe how
 the 

nom
inee has dem

onstrated the generative spirit described above. A Com
m

ittee of alum
ni, faculty, 

students 
and 

com
m

unity 
partners 

w
ill 

choose 
three 

w
inners 

in 
M

ay-June, 
2013.  

Q
uestions? Call D

r. M
euser at 314-516-5421 or em

ail him
 at m

eusert@
um

sl.edu. January 4, 2013 

U
niversity of M

issouri  
– St. Louis (U

M
SL) 



D
id you know

 that A
pril 7-13 is CC

areers in A
ging W

eek? 
U

M
SL, SLU

 and W
U

 w
ill all be hosting special program

s for current students,  
prospective students, professionals, and other friends from

 the com
m

unity during this w
eek. 

 
C

areers in A
ging W

eek is sponsored, nationally, by The G
erontological Society of A

m
erica, in partnership w

ith 
The A

ssociation for G
erontology in H

igher Education and the G
eriatric Social W

ork Initiative. 
http://w

w
w

.aghe.org/tem
plates/System

/details.asp?id=40634&
PID

=677866 

You are cordially invited to the first event of the  
C

areers in A
ging W

eek at U
M

SL! 
 From

 C
ollege to C

areer in A
ging: 

Experiences of Recent M
SG

 &
 M

SW
 G

raduates 
 W

hen?  
M

onday, A
pril 8, 4:30—

6 PM
 

W
here?  

C
hapel C

lassroom
, Bellerive H

all, South C
am

pus  
 

 
 

(by the Baseball Field) 
C

ost? 
 

Free of C
harge. Pizza and soda w

ill be served. 
RSV

P? 
 

Please em
ail your nam

e and affiliation to  
 

 
 

zagg3@
m

ail.um
sl.edu by A

pril 3. 
Parking? 

Instructions for finding Bellerive H
all and parking w

ill be 
 

 
 

em
ailed to all on A

pril 4. 

From
 the Exploring C

areers in G
erontology W

ebsite (businessandaging.blogs.com
):  

“For over 50 years, the U
.S. has been preparing for an aging society. The num

ber of 
A

m
ericans age 55 and older w

ill alm
ost double by 2030 – from

 60 m
illion today (21 

percent of the total U
S population) to 107.6 m

illion (31 percent of the population). 
Exponential grow

th is expected in all service providing industries, and alm
ost lim

itless 
opportunity exists for the developm

ent and delivery of new
 products and services. By 

m
ost accounts, careers in aging are going to be am

ong the next big things in the 21st 
C

entury w
orkplace. Equal challenge and opportunity exists for students of gerontology, 

and those academ
ic institutions and other w

orkforce entities that train them
 for these 

new
 careers in aging.” 

 

U
M

SL G
erontology:  http://w

w
w

.um
sl.edu/~socialw

k/G
erontology/index.htm

l 
SLU

 Social W
ork: 

http://w
w

w
.slu.edu/socialw

ork.xm
l 

W
U

 Brow
n School: 

http://gw
bw

eb.w
ustl.edu/Pages/H

om
e.aspx 

A
re you interested in pursuing a career in aging? A

re you currently w
orking w

ith 
older adults? In celebration of Careers in Aging W

eek, w
e are hosting a FREE 

screening of Th
e B

est Exo
tic M

a
rig

o
ld

 H
o

tel, follow
ed by a panel that w

ill discuss 
aging-related them

es portrayed in the film
. 

Friday, A
pril 12

W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
 U

n
iversity D

a
n

fo
rth

 C
a

m
p

u
s, B

ro
w

n
 H

a
ll, R

o
o

m
 1

1
8

D
oors O

pen: 4:30pm
 

Film
: 5:00pm

Panel D
iscussion: 7:00pm

 
D

r. A
h

m
ed

 B
a

ig
, Saint Louis U

niversity, School of M
edicine

 
Jen

n
ifer G

reen
fi

eld
, W

ashington U
niversity, Brow

n School
 

N
a

n
cy M

en
ch

h
o

fer, A
lzheim

er’s A
ssociation volunteer and caregiver

 
Sh

errill W
a

yla
n

d
, SAG

E M
etro St. Louis

N
etw

orking: 8:00pm

Event is free and open to the public. D
rinks and appetizers w

ill be served. 
Register for the event: publichealth.w

ustl.edu/aging

Q
uestions? Contact CenterforAging@

w
ustl.edu or 314.747.9234.

Careers in A
ging Cosponsors: 

U
niversity of M

issouri-St. Louis, G
erontology Program

; W
ashington U

niversity, Brow
n School G

erontology 
Student A

ssociation and H
arvey A

. Friedm
an Center for Aging; Saint Louis U

niversity, School of Social W
ork; 

A
lzheim

er’s A
ssociation, St. Louis Chapter; G

erontological Society of A
m

erica; and A
ssociation for G

erontology 
in H

igher Education. 

2013 Careers in Aging W
eek 

Film
 Screening &

 D
iscussion

The Best Exotic 
M

arigold H
otel


