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University of Missouri, St. Louis

College of Education

	Course

Place/Day/Time
	ER 7781 

Qualitative Methods in Educational Research 1

	Instructor
	Virginia Navarro, Ph.D.
	


	Required Texts
	Merriam, S. (2009). Qualitative research: A guide to design and implementation. San Francisco: Jossey Bass/Wiley..

	
	Bruner, J. (1994). Acts of meaning. Boston: Harvard University Press ISBN 0674003616. (Out of print but book store said they could still get enough)

	
	Choose ONE full-length qualitative research publication after conference with instructor.

	
	Selected articles and web sites in My Gateway


	Optional Texts
	Maxwell, J. (1996). Qualitative research design: An interactive approach. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. ISBN: 0-8039-7329-2.

Schwandt, T. A. (1997). Qualitative inquiry: A dictionary of terms. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. On reserve in Barnes library.

Crotty, M. (1998). The foundations of social research: Meaning and perspective in the research process. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Denzin, N.K. (2003). Performance ethnography: Critical pedagogy and the politics of culture. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Lincoln, Y. & Denzin N. (2003). Turning Points in Qualitative Research: Tying Knots in the Handkerchief (Crossroads in Qualitative Inquiry). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Lawrence-Lightfoot, S., & Davis, J. (1997).  The art and science of portraiture.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Eisner, E. (1998). The enlightened eye: Qualitative inquiry and the enhancement of educational practice. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall. ISBN0-13-531419-4.

	Supplemental optional readings that can be ordered on line. Few are available in bookstore.
	

	
	


	Prerequisites:

Course Description 
	Admission to doctoral program and completion of Ed Rem 6750, or consent of the instructor.

Prerequisites: Admission to doctoral education and ED REM 6710 or consent of instructor An introductory qualitative research methods course in education to develop skill in forming research questions, writing field notes, and collecting, organizing, and analyzing a variety of data.  The design issues of triangulation subjectivity, and trustworthiness are explored.  Ethics and ethical issues in qualitative research are presented.


	Course Purpose 
	This course is designed to promote students' understanding and practice of qualitative research methods applied to educational issues, building on student knowledge of research methodologies from foundational research courses. Course content includes a) conceptual and ethical issues in formulating qualitative research questions, b) qualitative designs and data collection methods in field studies, case studies, and interviews, c) data analysis techniques, interpretation, and reporting including software support programs, and d) historical evolution and assessment of qualitative paradigms. The importance of reflective skills, openness to emergent themes and issues, and autobiographical influences will also be explored.


	Course Objectives
	· To identify the characteristics, strengths, and weaknesses of qualitative methods.

	
	· To dialogue on the relation of human meaning construction and research method to issues of “voice” and epistemological outcomes.

	
	· To reflect and write about the inevitable role of one’s social history on the topic, design, and implementation of research activity.

	
	· To study, implement, and critique observation, interview, and analysis strategies.

	
	· To explain and elaborate definitions of theoretical concepts related to qualitative methodologies.

	
	· To analyze and practice triangulating data sources and identifying emergent themes in data through coding schemes.

	
	· To evaluate the ethical and moral dilemmas involved in doing qualitative research. (Completion of the NIH on-line course to get certificate.)

	
	· To develop novice skills in using software analytical tools.

	
	· To become familiar with classic qualitative studies.

	
	· To apply qualitative skills in constructing a complete case study.


	Instructional Methods
	Class time will include lectures, discussions, group work, activities in the field, and guest lectures.  Students will be teachers and learners. 


	Expectations
	· Since I believe concept learning evolves in dialogue with others, it is expected that assigned readings will be completed before the class meets and that participation will be active and reflective.  
· If you are unable to attend class, please notify the instructor beforehand. 
· The class will use My Gateway to allow students to collaborate on constructing meanings through electronic asynchronous means. 
· Relevant articles and/or web sites that you encounter that may be of interest to others can be posted on the course site. Posing questions for general discussion from the readings is a co-responsibility. 
· Please respect the time and work of peers by being prompt to class, turning off cell phones and pagers or at least have them on vibrate, honoring scheduled work times in groups, etc. Notify me promptly of any difficulties you are experiencing in the course or within groups.
· Using materials from others or the Internet without proper citation is plagiarism and will be reported as mandated to the Graduate Dean’s office. (I do randomly sample papers for this.)



