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Research Methods in Psychology

Huazhong University, Spring, 2009
Wuhan, China

	Instructor:

UM St. Louis, MO, USA

Associate Professor

College of Education
	Virginia L. Navarro, PhD
纳瓦罗. 弗吉尼亚
密苏里大学-圣路易斯分校  
教育学院 


	Required Text
	Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B. & Zechmeister, J. (2004). Research Methods in Psychology, 6th Ed. Posts & Telecom Press through McMillan.


	Additional Readings
	Each student identifies, reads, and critiques a peer-reviewed research article. Focus of analysis is on research design and data analysis.
Examples of published quantitative, qualitative, and mixed method research will be assigned.

	
	

	Course Description
	Introduction to various quantitative and qualitative tools of research and processes of inquiry in psychological research on human persons, communities, and cultures.



	Course Objectives
	· Learn about affordances and limitations (strengths and weaknesses) as well as historical development of tools available to study human behavior.

	
	· Develop  understanding of concepts such as validity, reliability, generalizability, warrant, trustworthiness, and triangulation

	
	· Identify and define basic elements of scientific method.

	
	· Reflect and write about why researchers must adhere to the highest ethical standards and respect the rights of those that they study.

	
	· Explain the precautions you will use to bracket your own biases and to acknowledge your own sociocultural perspective as a researcher.

	
	· Compare and contrast similarities and differences between a quantitative orientation and a qualitative orientation to doing research.

	
	· Understand appropriate applications of observation, survey, case study, experimental and quasi-experimental research designs

	
	· Learn about the variety of qualitative inquiry methods now available to study human behavior in more contextual and holistic ways.

	
	· Explain and practice the key elements of descriptive observational research. 

	
	· Debate the pros and cons of survey research, including online research.

	
	· Document the importance of unobtrusive physical traces and archival research in triangulating research results

	
	· Explain experimental design components such as independent and dependent variable, co-relational data, data analysis, external and internal validity issues, repeated measures designs, etc.

	
	· Conduct and critique a case study interview with peer partner.

	
	· Quasi-Experimental design and evaluation studies, i.e. ABAB design interventions

	
	· Research a professional problem, question, or puzzle in order to get practice in applying research skills and to strategize future refinements.

	
	· Improve oral and written English literacy skills


	Instructional Strategies
	Since concept learning evolves through one’s own activity and dialogue with others, it is expected that assigned readings/chapters will be completed before class and that participation will be active and reflective. This means asking questions, participating in exercises, meeting with assigned group outside of class, and doing a fair share of the group project.

Late work will only be accepted if the instructor is notified beforehand and documentation is provided. All written assignments and tests are due when assigned unless permission for a delay had been granted. PLEASE e-mail me before you miss a day that assigned work is due.
Internet web resources will supplement the text information so work in the computer labs is expected. Small groups will also inquire about relevant subjects and will present their findings as a panel in class. It is imperative that students take responsibility for self-directed and collaborative opportunities learning and exercise positive leadership. Please notify me promptly of any difficulties you are experiencing in the course or within groups.

Foreign language objectives will be integrated into the curriculum. We will need to support one another by sharing resources that are available in both Chinese and English.

It is not acceptable to quote the words of the research articles or material from the Internet in papers without crediting the source using correct APA style.


