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1.  COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore several frameworks for thinking geographically.  It will examine nine world realms (regions): North America; Latin America; Europe; Russia; SubSaharan Africa; North Africa and Southwest & Central Asia; East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.
2.  LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The student will:

a) explain the five themes of geography as a structure for examining and understanding the differences which can be observed in different parts of the world.

b) apply the five themes framework to study the geography of a country or region.

c) use the spatial perspective to examine the interactions which occur within places and among places.

d) apply Barry Commoner’s four laws of ecology to the human use of the earth.

e) explore the relationship between physical and cultural (or human) geography.

3. SCHEDULE OF READINGS, CLASS ASSIGNMENTS, LECTURES/DISCUSSIONS, STUDENT PROJECT, QUIZZES AND EXAMS.

Note:  Quizzes and tests will be over the chapters indicated plus the associated PowerPoint presentations and/or readings since the previous quiz or test.
	Week Of
	Evaluation
	topics
	Readings 

	May 16
	
	Introduction, Five themes of Geography; Globalization & Diversity; Changing Global Environment
	Read Ch 1-2
View PPT – Why Study Geography?

	May 23
	
	North America, Latin America & Caribbean
	Read Ch 3-5                                                                                    

	May  30
	
	Europe
	Read Ch 8-9

	June 6
	
	Russia
	

	June 13
	
	Sub Saharan Africa
	Read Ch 6-7

	June 20
	
	North Africa & Southwest Asia – Central Asia
	Read Ch 10

	June 27
	
	East Asia
	Read Ch 11+12+13

	July 04
	
	South Asia & Southeast Asia
	

	July 6-9
	
	Final Exam Days July 6, 7, 8 & 9
	


	OFFICIAL Online Internet Test/Quiz Schedule

	Item
	Where test is taken or meeting is held
	Day available
	Time
	Day removed
	Time

	Quiz 1
	Anywhere
	5/19
	8 a.m.
	5/22
	8 p.m.

	Quiz 2
	Anywhere
	5/24
	8 a.m.
	5/26
	8 p.m.

	Test 1
	Online Testing Center by appointment
	5/28
	8 a.m.
	6/01
	closing

	Quiz 3
	Anywhere
	6/05
	8 a.m.
	6/07
	8 p.m.

	Test 2
	Online Testing Center by appointment
	6/08
	8 a.m.
	6/14
	closing

	Quiz 4
	Anywhere
	6/18
	8 a.m.
	6/20
	8 p.m.

	Test 3
	Online Testing Center by appointment
	6/23
	8 a.m.
	6/28
	closing.

	Quiz 5
	Anywhere
	7/01
	8 a.m.
	7/03
	8 p.m.

	Test 4
	Online Testing Center by appointment
	7/04
	8 a.m.
	7/06
	closing.

	Required Readings Test
	Anywhere (one time only)
	First day of class
	Any time
	Last day of class 7/5
	midnight

	Final Exam
	Online Testing Center by appointment
	7/6
	8 a.m.
	7/09
	closing


4. RESOURCES:

Text Used: Globalization and Diversity 4th ed. by Rowntree et. Al. – published by Prentice-Hall

PowerPoint Chapter Presentations and

PowerPoint Atlases (MyGateway Helps and Resources)

Internet for maps – Google is a good place to start a search.
Much help can be found on my web site also: http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj/ 

Red-Blue 3D glasses (optional) if you want to look at the PowerPoint with 3D pictures. The PowerPoint is also available with regular 2D pictures that don’t need special glasses.

5. IMPORTANT NOTE:  No make-up work will be allowed for missed work (tests, quizzes, or project if one is assigned).  

QUIZZES WILL BE TAKEN ON-LINE IN MYGATEWAY: Quizzes will be taken electronically in MyGateway.  Go to the Assignment  section and select  the folder called “Quizzes.”  Check the official schedule above for the starting date and time and the ending date and time for each quiz or test.  You will have better luck taking it on campus. You will be allowed to take the quiz six times and will receive the higher grade If you take it more than once.  If for some reason you are “locked out, e-mail me. immediately and I will unlock it and you will be able to try it again (don’t wait until the last minute to take it).

TESTS WILL BE TAKEN BY APPOINTMENT IN THE ONLINE TESTING CENTER ON North CAMPUS.  It is best to make appointments online or in person because doing it by phone or by e-mail may take longer and might be more likely to be unintentionally messed up.  The North Campus OTC is usually open on weekends as well as weekdays. They may not be open seven days a week their schedule is the official  one. The tests will appear in the Docs and  Assignments Folder, just like the quizzes; however, you cannot take tests at home because you need a secret password to access the test.  The staff at the OTC has that password..Make your appointments early.   Tests will be available at 8:00 a.m. (or whenever they open for the day) starting on Monday of the week indicated on the schedule and will remain for approximately 4 days, ending at the closing of the OTC for the final day. “I couldn’t get an appointment,” will not be an acceptable excuse for missing a test.  The only exception would be if the OTC informed me that the power was cut off at that time. Trying to make an appointment at the last minute may be a very unfortunate choice – one I wouldn’t recommend making. Special emergency situations will be considered individually: hospitalization, death, etc.. Don’t wait until the last minute to make an appointment. You may be out of luck – make the appointment before the test becomes available  The North Campus OTC is on the ground floor of the J.C. Penny Building (room 093), and it is usually closed on Mondays. On weekends, only one door to the building may be open – see the map- provided following this text:
SPCIAL NOTE: If you are not going to be in the St. Louis area during the summer, you may need to select a different course because of this testing situation.  If you are in school somewhere else for the summer, it may (no guarantee) be possible to work with the computer testing center there (possibly with the Armed Forces stationed in the USA or any non-combat area). You will be responsible for arranging to take tests there and for getting the supervisor to contact me so I can provide him/her with the available dates and passwords for each test.
[image: image1.png]



7. Contacting me or leaving messages: See “Faculty” in MyGateway
1. Students may leave messages in my mailbox in SSB408.  You may call 516-4147 and leave a message on the voice mail.  I will probably be able to respond more quickly to e-mails unless you call when I happen to be in the office (most MondY mornings in the summer).
2. My e-mail address at home and at school is naumannj@msx.umsl.edu  or naumannj@umsl.edu -- this address is the My Gateway e-mail address.  You should check your My Gateway e-mail account daily and check My Gateway for announcements and for course materials.  If you are having trouble finding information to answer study guide questions, check the Discussion Board in My Gateway and/or e-mail me with your problem.  I am happy to help. 
3. Office Hours:  See “Faculty” in MyGaterway
8. Reading the textbook is essential, as quiz and test questions will rely heavily upon the textbook. Lectures will supplement the textbook and may not cover all the points from the book that may be tested and may contain information not found in the textbook, so taking notes is essential.  It is assumed that students can and will read the textbook and ask questions if some points aren’t clear.  The Discussion Board is a great place for asking questions and getting help. 
The key to success is the study guide for each test. You can print a copy on the syllabus-study guide page of my web site (use the syllabus link in MyGateway). There will be a copy in Google Aps.  I’ll put the link in MyGateway. You can comment to each question with your answer. I can comment to your comment and let you know if it is correct or I can correct it.  Everyone’s comments will show, so the whole class can build the completed study guide with my help. 
9. Using MyGateway: Check My Gateway Helps and Resources for printing up the power point slides – you can write notes from the textbook on them.  There is a link to my web site where the PowerPoints are located.  The printouts should be very helpful.  It would be a serious mistake not to print them out.  Check My Gateway Helps and Resources for study guides for tests and quizzes, supplementary readings, and power point slides.  Also check My Gateway discussion board for 3 places to post bonus point items. (1)There will be a graphic sharing forum also (extra 10 bonus points possible there).  This forum will be for submitting a MS Word document with at least one good picture illustrating something we have studied or will be studying – there should be at least one paragraph explaining the photo and how it relates to our class, Introduction to Geography.(2) There will be a place to share a study tip (5 points) (3) There will be place to share up to 5 web site URLS that relate to geography in general or to specific countries or regions (2 pts each – total 10)
In addition there will be place to ask questions about the course, about geography, about whatever is on your mind, but not about the study guide – Use Google Aps for that. There will also be a forum in the discussion board where you can try to get a study partner or get a small study group together.
10. Google Aps:  You already have a google aps account set up by the university (something
 new). You get it by entering mydrive.umsl.edu in the location place in your browser and then supplying your UMSL SSO and password and you are in. It is best to use Google Chrome for your browser – some things won’t work correctly in Firefox or Internet Explorer.
11. Supplementary Materials:  In the course Helps and Resources folder,, you will find one marked Course  Materials.  This contains a link to my web site where the supplementary materials are stored. This can be a very useful folder, It contains supplementary readings, power points, videos, etc.  These may help you understand some of the topics better.  You should check to see what is in each chapter folder.  This is not required material, but extra material that may help you if the PowerPoints and textbook leave some things unclear for you.
EXTRA CREDIT:  No extra-credit work, except for bonus point activities I make available, will be assigned or accepted.
12. Bonus Projects: 

Check the Bonus Opportunities  page on my web site: http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj -  There is also a link in Helps and Resources. I will only accept bonus points up to a total (all possibilities) of 150 points. If you exceed that amount, you will only be credited with 150. None will be accepted after July 1, 2016.
13.  EVALUATION (general guidelines:

a) Quizzes (five are given & one is dropped): 80 points

b) Required Readings Test (60 points)

c) Four tests (800 points)

Optional final exam: 200 points  -- If you miss an exam, you may take the optional comprehensive final exam administered on the day scheduled for the final exam.  If you have not missed an exam, you may also take the optional comprehensive exam.  Your grade then will be based on your four best exam scores.  If you are pleased with your grade based on the 4 quizzes, the required reading test, and 4 tests,  there is no need to take the final  The scale below will be used to figure grades
Grades:

A
855-940 points


A-
845-854
B+
835-844
B
760-834
B-
750-759

C+
740-749
C
670-739
C-
660-669
D+
650-659
D
570-649
D-
560-569
Weekend 


Door








This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.


The student is responsible for being aware of changes; therefore, regular  daily checks of MyGateway (including e-mail) is necessary.  Keeping aware of any necessary changes is the responsibility of the student.
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