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1.  COURSE DESCRIPTION:

2. This course will explore several frameworks for thinking geographically.  It will examine a variety of geographic concepts and specializations within the broad field of geography.  

3.  LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The student will:

a) explain the five themes of geography as a structure for examining and understanding the differences which can be observed in different parts of the world.

b) apply the five themes framework to study the geography of a country or region.

c) use the spatial perspective to examine the interactions which occur within places and among places.

d) apply Barry Commoner’s four laws of ecology to the human use of the earth.

e) explore the relationship between physical and cultural (or human) geography.

4. SCHEDULE OF READINGS, CLASS ASSIGNMENTS, LECTURES/DISCUSSIONS, STUDENT PROJECT, QUIZZES AND EXAMS.

Note:  Quizzes and tests will be over the chapters indicated plus the associated PowerPoint presentations and/or readings since the previous quiz or test.

	Week Of
	Evaluation
	topics
	Readings 

	May 14
	
	Introduction, Five themes of Geography, Climate
	Read Ch 1-2

	
	
	Landforms Biochemical cycles  -- 4 laws of ecology
	Read Ch 3-4                                                                                    

	May  21
	
	Demography (population geography) – start on Cultural Geography
	Read Ch 6-7

	
	
	Cultural Geography, Language, & Religion
	Read Ch 8

	May 28
	
	Agriculture and Natural Resources and pollution problems
	Read Ch 5&9

	
	
	Urban geography, urbanization & urban problems
	Read Ch 10

	June 04
	
	Political and Economic geography
	Read Ch 11+12 + 13

	
	
	Globalization
	

	June 08-09
	
	Final Exam Days June 8 & 9
	


	OFFICIAL Online Internet Test/Quiz Schedule

	Item
	Where test is taken or meeting is held
	Day available
	Time
	Day removed
	Time

	Quiz 1
	Anywhere
	5/17
	8 a.m.
	5/18
	11:59 p.m.

	Quiz 2
	Anywhere
	5/18
	8 a.m.
	5/19
	11:59 p.m.

	Test 1
	Anywhere
	5/19
	8 a.m.
	5/20
	11:59 p.m.

	Quiz 3
	Anywhere
	5/23
	8 a.m.
	5/24
	11:59 p.m.

	Test 2
	anywhere
	5/26
	8 a.m.
	5/27
	11:59 p.m.

	Required Readings Test
	Anywhere (one time only)
	First day of class
	8 a.m.
	5/27
	11:59 p.m.

	Quiz 4
	Anywhere
	5/29
	8 a.m.
	5/30
	11:59 p.m.

	Test 3
	Anywhere
	6/01
	8 a.m.
	6/02
	11:59 p.m.

	Quiz 5
	Anywhere
	6/06
	8 a.m.
	6/07
	11:59 p.m.

	Test 4
	Anywhere
	6/07
	8 a.m.
	6/08
	11:59 p.m.

	Climate Change Test
	Anywhere
	First day of class
	8 a.m.
	6/06
	11:59 p.m.

	Final Exam
	Online Testing Center by appointment
	6/08
	8 a.m.
	6/09
	11:59 p.m.


5. RESOURCES:

Introduction to Geography: People, Places & Environment, 6th Edition Dahlman & Renwick ©2014 | ISBN-13: 9780321843333 – published by Prentice-Hall

The book will be in the UMSL Triton Bookstore.  It is also possible to rent and E-copy or purchase and E-Text. In one form or another, you will need this book. In a 4-week course, you can’t wait too long to get it and expect to be prepared and to keep up..
6. IMPORTANT NOTE:  No make-up work will be allowed for missed work (tests, quizzes, or project if one is assigned).  

Note on tests and quizzes:  You will notice that all the tests and quizzes are timed to close after the designated number of minutes.  You will not have time to try to look up answers in the textbook or study guide. If you try that, the test may close before you have answered all the questions. Questions may also be randomized – that means that two people taking the test may get the questions in different orders. They will get all the same questions, but not in the same order.

Only the final exam will be taken at the online testing center in the J.C. Penny building. You must make an appointment to take the final. If you go to the Student tab in MyGateway, you will find a link to the OTC in “My Academic Toolbox.” Open that and follow the directions. If you think you may need to take the final, make the appointment early. If you wait to the last minute, there may be no appointments left – that is no excuse to ask me to make some special arrangements for you – you just lose the opportunity. You can go to the OTC without an appointment and hope that someone didn’t show up for his/her appointment. This is risky, because there is no guarantee that there will be an opening.
7. Contacting me or leaving messages:

1. Students may leave messages in my mailbox in SSB408.  You may call 516-4147 and leave a message on the voice mail.  I will probably be able to respond more quickly to e-mails unless you call during my early morning office hours.
2. My e-mail address at home and at school is naumannj@msx.umsl.edu  or naumannj@umsl.edu -- this address is the my UMSL e-mail address.  You should check your UMSL e-mail account daily and check CANVAS for announcements and for course materials.  If you are having trouble finding information to answer study guide questions, check Collaborative Study guide in Google docs and/or e-mail me with your problem.  I am happy to help. 
3. Office Hour:  Monday  & Wednesdays 10:30 a.m. till 12:30 p.m. in Tower 303 May 14- June 08.  Later in the day or on Mon., Tues., Wed., or Fri. by appointment..
8. Reading the textbook is essential, as quiz and test questions will rely heavily upon the textbook. Study the PowerPoint presentations located my web site. The Home Page link is http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj. Select the large rectangle that is for Geog 1001 to see all the links you may need in this class. http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj/GEOGRAHY%201001%20INTRODUCTION%20TO%20GEOGRAPHY%20MATERIALS%20PAGE.html 

  It is assumed that students can and will read the textbook and ask questions if some points aren’t clear.  The collaborative study guide in Google Docs will be a great help in preparing tor the tests. The links are on my web site
9. Using CANVAS: Check Announcements regularly. You will also access tests and quizzes in CANVAS. If you check your grades in CANVAS, the individual grade for each activity will have the correct number of points. DO NOT BELIEVE CANVAS’ percents and letter grades. I don’[t know what CANVAS does with the raw data, but its percents and letter grades are not to be trusted. I will figure grades on a spreadsheet I designed that I can trust to give me the total points and then I can assign the letter based on the table you will see later in this syllabus.
10. Introduction to Geography Page:  On this page you will find links to everything you need plus some extra materials that you may use if you are interested. Be sure to check out the Bonus Point Opportunities Page.

EXTRA CREDIT:  No extra-credit work, except for bonus point activities I make available, will be assigned or accepted.
11. Bonus Projects: 

Check the Bonus Projects page on my web site: http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj.  I will only accept bonus points up to a total (all possibilities) of 150 points. If you exceed that amount, you will only be credited with 150. None will be accepted after June 4, 2018.

12.  EVALUATION (general guidelines:

a) Quizzes (five are given & one is dropped): 80 points

b) Required Readings Test (60 points)

c) Climate Change Module Test  (50 points)

d) Four tests (800 points)

Optional final exam: 200 points  -- If you miss an exam, you may take the optional comprehensive final exam administered on the day scheduled for the final exam.  If you have not missed an exam, you may also take the optional comprehensive exam.  Your grade then will be based on your four best exam scores.  If you are pleased with your grade based on the 4 quizzes, the required reading test, 4 tests, and any assigtnments from Mastering Geography, there is no need to take the final  The scale below will be changed when Mastering Geography assignments are added to the mix. You should check for the revisions as they are made. 
Grades:

A
895-990 points


A-
890-894

B+
885-889
B
795-884

B-
790-794
C+
785-789
C
695-784
C-
690-694
D+
685-689
D
595-684
D-
590-594



This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.


The student is responsible for being aware of changes; therefore, regular  daily checks of MyGateway (including e-mail) is necessary.  Keeping aware of any necessary changes is the responsibility of the student.
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