COMFORT & CONSOLATION IN SCRIPTURE

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 5:4 (NRSVA)
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Matthew 5:10-12 (NRSVA)
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 10:29-31 (NRSVA)
29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

Matthew 11:28 (NRSVA)
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.

Matthew 14:27 (NRSVA)
27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Matthew 25:34-36 (NRSVA)
34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’

Matthew 25:40 (NRSVA)
40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

Matthew 28:5 (NRSVA)
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.

Matthew 28:9-10 (NRSVA)
9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
Mark 6:50 (NRSVA)
50for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Luke 6:21-23 (NRSVA)
21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

Luke 7:13 (NRSVA)
13When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”

Luke 12:6-7 (NRSVA)
6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. 7But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

Luke 21:18 (NRSVA)
18But not a hair of your head will perish.

John 14:1 (NRSVA)
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.

John 14:16 (NRSVA)
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.

John 14:18 (NRSVA)
18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.

John 14:27 (NRSVA)
27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

John 15:18 (NRSVA)
18“If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you.

John 15:20 (NRSVA)
20Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also.

John 16:20 (NRSVA)
20Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy.

John 16:22 (NRSVA)
22So you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

John 16:33 (NRSVA)
33I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!”
Acts 12:5 (NRSVA)
5While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.

Acts 23:11 (NRSVA)
11That night the Lord stood near him and said, “Keep up your courage! For just as you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome.”

Romans 8:28 (NRSVA)
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:35-39 (NRSVA)
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,


“For your sake we are being killed all day long;


we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 12:12 (NRSVA)
12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.

Romans 15:4 (NRSVA)
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (NRSVA)
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, 4who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ.

2 Corinthians 1:7 (NRSVA)
7Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.

2 Corinthians 4:8-10 (NRSVA)
8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.

2 Corinthians 7:6 (NRSVA)
6But God, who consoles the downcast, consoled us by the arrival of Titus,

2 Corinthians 12:9 (NRSVA)
9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

Galatians 6:2 (NRSVA)
2Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Philippians 1:19 (NRSVA)
19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance.

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NRSVA)
13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NRSVA)
16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
2 Thessalonians 1:7 (NRSVA)
7and to give relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 (NRSVA)
16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.
2 Timothy 2:12 (NRSVA)
12if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us;

2 Timothy 4:17 (NRSVA)
17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.

Hebrews 2:14-15 (NRSVA)
14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.

Hebrews 2:18 (NRSVA)
18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
Hebrews 4:15-16 (NRSVA)
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 6:18 (NRSVA)
18so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us.

Hebrews 12:1-4 (NRSVA)
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,  2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

Hebrews 13:3 (NRSVA)
3Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured.
Hebrews 13:5-6 (NRSVA)
5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  6So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”

James 1:12 (NRSVA)
12Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

James 1:27 (NRSVA)
27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
James 5:8 (NRSVA)
8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
James 5:10 (NRSVA)
10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

1 Peter 2:21-24 (NRSVA)
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

1 Peter 4:12-14 (NRSVA)
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

1 Peter 5:7 (NRSVA)
7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.

Revelation 2:9-10 (NRSVA)
9“I know your affliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know the slander on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison so that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

OLD TESTAMENT

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible with Apocrypha

Genesis 21:17 (NRSVA)
17And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is.

Genesis 16:7-13 (NRSVA)
7The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.” 9The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her.” 10The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.” 

11And the angel of the LORD said to her,  “Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for the LORD has given heed to your affliction. 12He shall be a wild ass of a man, with his hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him; and he shall live at odds with all his kin.” 13So she named the LORD who spoke to her, “You are El-roi”; for she said, “Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing him?”

Genesis 26:24 (NRSVA)
24And that very night the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; do not be afraid, for I am with you and will bless you and make your offspring numerous for my servant Abraham’s sake.”

Genesis 31:42 (NRSVA)
42If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands, and rebuked you last night.”

Exodus 3:7-8 (NRSVA)
7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Exodus 3:16-17 (NRSVA)
16Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you and to what has been done to you in Egypt. 17I declare that I will bring you up out of the misery of Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.’

Exodus 14:13-14 (NRSVA)
13But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again.  14The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Deuteronomy 33:26-29 (NET)
26 There is no one like God, O Jeshurun, Riding the heavens to help you, And in his lofty clouds. 27 The everlasting God is a dwelling-place, And underneath are eternal arms; He has driven out enemies before you, And he has said, “Destroy!” 28 Israel lives in safety, The fountain of Jacob quite secure, Upon a land of grain and new wine; Indeed, its heavens rain down dew. 29 Most happy are you, Israel-who is like you? A people delivered by the LORD, Your helpful shield And your exalted sword; May your enemies cringe before you, But may you trample upon their backs.

2 Samuel 22:28 (NRSVA)
28You deliver a humble people, but your eyes are upon the haughty to bring them down.

Job 5:6-27 (NRSVA)
6For misery does not come from the earth, nor does trouble sprout from the ground;

7but human beings are born to trouble just as sparks fly upward.

8“As for me, I would seek God, and to God I would commit my cause.

9He does great things and unsearchable, marvelous things without number.

10He gives rain on the earth and sends waters on the fields;

11he sets on high those who are lowly, and those who mourn are lifted to safety.

12He frustrates the devices of the crafty, so that their hands achieve no success.

13He takes the wise in their own craftiness; and the schemes of the wily are brought to a quick end.

14They meet with darkness in the daytime, and grope at noonday as in the night.

15But he saves the needy from the sword of their mouth, from the hand of the mighty.

16So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth.

17“How happy is the one whom God reproves; therefore do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.

18For he wounds, but he binds up; he strikes, but his hands heal. 

19He will deliver you from six troubles; in seven no harm shall touch you. 

20In famine he will redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.

21You shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, and shall not fear destruction when it comes.

22At destruction and famine you shall laugh, and shall not fear the wild animals of the earth. 

23For you shall be in league with the stones of the field, and the wild animals shall be at peace with you.

24You shall know that your tent is safe, you shall inspect your fold and miss nothing.

25You shall know that your descendants will be many, and your offspring like the grass of the earth.

26You shall come to your grave in ripe old age, as a shock of grain comes up to the threshing floor in its season.

27See, we have searched this out; it is true. Hear, and know it for yourself.”
Job 11:16-19 (NRSVA)
16You will forget your misery; you will remember it as waters that have passed away.

17And your life will be brighter than the noonday; its darkness will be like the morning.

18And you will have confidence, because there is hope; you will be protected and take your rest in safety. 19You will lie down, and no one will make you afraid; many will entreat your favor.

Job 16:5 (NRSVA)
5I could encourage you with my mouth, and the solace of my lips would assuage your pain.

Job 29:25 (NRSVA)
25I chose their way, and sat as chief, and I lived like a king among his troops, like one who comforts mourners.
Job 31:19-22 (NRSVA)
19if I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, or a poor person without covering,

20whose loins have not blessed me, and who was not warmed with the fleece of my sheep;

21if I have raised my hand against the orphan, because I saw I had supporters at the gate;

22then let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder, and let my arm be broken from its socket.

Psalm 9:9-10 (NRSVA)
9The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 10And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.

Psalm 23:4 (NRSVA)
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

Psalm 27:5-6 (NRSVA)
5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.

6Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

Psalm 30:5 (NRSVA)
5For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

Psalm 31:7 (NRSVA)
7I will exult and rejoice in your steadfast love, because you have seen my affliction; you have taken heed of my adversities,

Psalm 34:4 (NRSVA)
4I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
Psalm 37:23-24 (NRSVA)
23Our steps are made firm by the LORD, when he delights in our way; 24though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong, for the LORD holds us by the hand.

Psalm 37:32-33 (NRSVA)
32The wicked watch for the righteous, and seek to kill them. 33The LORD will not abandon them to their power, or let them be condemned when they are brought to trial.

Psalm 41:3 (NRSVA)
3The LORD sustains them on their sickbed; in their illness you heal all their infirmities.

Psalm 42:5 (NRSVA)
5Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help

Psalm 46:1 (NRSVA)
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Psalm 50:15 (NRSVA)
15Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”

Psalm 55:22 (NRSVA)
22Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved.

Psalm 56:8-10 (NRSVA)
8You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your record? 9Then my enemies will retreat in the day when I call.  This I know, that God is for me. 10In God, whose word I praise, in the LORD, whose word I praise,

Psalm 62:1-2 (NRSVA)
1For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation. 2He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken.

Psalm 62:5-8 (NRSVA)
5For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. 6He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 7On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.

Psalm 62:11-12 (NRSVA)
11Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God, 12and steadfast love belongs to you, O  Lord. For you repay to all according to their work.
Psalm 68:6 (NRSVA)
6God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious live in a parched land.

Psalm 69:20 (NRSVA)
20Insults have broken my heart, so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

Psalm 69:33 (NRSVA)
33For the LORD hears the needy, and does not despise his own that are in bonds.

Psalm 71:20 (NRSVA)
20You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; from the depths of the earth you will bring me up again.

Psalm 73:26 (NRSVA)
26My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Psalm 94:17-19 (NRSVA)
17If the LORD had not been my help, my soul would soon have lived in the land of silence. 18When I thought, “My foot is slipping,” your steadfast love, O LORD, held me up. 19When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 103:13-14 (NRSVA)
13As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 14For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are dust.

Psalm 112:4 (NRSVA)
4They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.

Psalm 119:50 (NRSVA)
50This is my comfort in my distress, that your promise gives me life.

Psalm 119:52 (NRSVA)
52When I think of your ordinances from of old, I take comfort, O LORD.

Psalm 119:54 (NRSVA)
54Your statutes have been my songs wherever I make my home.

Psalm 119:92 (NRSVA)
92If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my misery.

Psalm 119:143 (NRSVA)
143Trouble and anguish have come upon me, but your commandments are my delight.

Psalm 138:3 (NRSVA)
3On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.

Psalm 138:7-8 (NRSVA)
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 8The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.

Psalm 140:12 (NRSVA)
12I know that the LORD maintains the cause of the needy, and executes justice for the poor.

Psalm 145:14 (NRSVA)
14The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.

Psalm 147:3 (NRSVA)
3He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.

Proverbs 12:13 (NRSVA)
13The evil are ensnared by the transgression of their lips, but the righteous escape from trouble.

Ecclesiastes 4:1 (NRSVA)
1Again I saw all the oppressions that are practiced under the sun. Look, the tears of the oppressed—with no one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there was power—with no one to comfort them.

Isaiah 4:6 (NRSVA)
6It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain.
Isaiah 14:31-32 (NRSVA)
31Wail, O gate; cry, O city; melt in fear, O Philistia, all of you! For smoke comes out of the north, and there is no straggler in its ranks. 32What will one answer the messengers of the nation? “The LORD has founded Zion, and the needy among his people will find refuge in her.”
Isaiah 25:4 (NRSVA)
4For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,

Isaiah 30:19-20 (NRSVA)
19Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you.  20Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher.

Isaiah 40:1 (NRSVA)
1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.

Isaiah 40:29 (NRSVA)
29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.

Isaiah 41:10 (NRSVA)
10do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

Isaiah 41:13-14 (NRSVA)
13For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not fear, I will help you.” 14Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you insect Israel! I will help you, says the LORD; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 41:17 (NRSVA)
17When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, I the LORD will answer them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.

Isaiah 42:3 (NRSVA)
3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.

Isaiah 43:2 (NRSVA)
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.

Isaiah 49:13 (NRSVA)
13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD has comforted his people, and will have compassion on his suffering ones.

Isaiah 50:4 (NRSVA)
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.

Isaiah 50:7-10 (NRSVA)
7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant, who walks in darkness and has no light, yet trusts in the name of the LORD and relies upon his God?

Isaiah 51:3-13 (NRSVA) 

3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 7Listen to me, you who know righteousness, you people who have my teaching in your hearts; do not fear the reproach of others, and do not be dismayed when they revile you. 8For the moth will eat them up like a garment, and the worm will eat them like wool; but my deliverance will be forever, and my salvation to all generations. 9Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD! Awake, as in days of old, the generations of long ago! Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, who pierced the dragon? 10Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; who made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to cross over? 11So the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 12I, I am he who comforts you; why then are you afraid of a mere mortal who must die, a human being who fades like grass?  13You have forgotten the LORD, your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth.  You fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, who is bent on destruction. But where is the fury of the oppressor?

Isaiah 54:4 (NRSVA)
4Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; do not be discouraged, for you will not suffer disgrace; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.

Isaiah 54:11 (NRSVA)
11O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not comforted, I am about to set your stones in antimony, and lay your foundations with sapphires.

Isaiah 58:10 (NRSVA)
10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.

Isaiah 61:1-3 (NRSVA)
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

Isaiah 63:9 (NRSVA)
9in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Isaiah 66:5 (NRSVA)
5Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at his word: Your own people who hate you and reject you for my name’s sake have said, “Let the LORD be glorified, so that we may see your joy”; but it is they who shall be put to shame.

Isaiah 66:13 (NRSVA)
13As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 14You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the LORD is with his servants, and his indignation is against his enemies.

Jeremiah 31:13 (NRSVA)
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.

Jeremiah 31:25 (NRSVA)
25I will satisfy the weary, and all who are faint I will replenish.

Jeremiah 39:17-15 (NRSVA)
17But I will save you on that day, says the LORD, and you shall not be handed over to those whom you dread.  18For I will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the sword; but you shall have your life as a prize of war, because you have trusted in me, says the LORD.
Lamentations 3:31-33 (NRSVA)
31For the Lord will not reject forever. 32Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 33for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

Lamentations 3:57 (NRSVA)
57You came near when I called on you; you said, “Do not fear!”

Ezekiel 11:16 (NRSVA)
16Therefore say: Thus says the Lord GOD: Though I removed them far away among the nations, and though I scattered them among the countries, yet I have been a sanctuary to them for a little while in the countries where they have gone.

Hosea 2:14-15 (NRSVA)
14Therefore, I will now allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 15From there I will give her her vineyards, and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she shall respond as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.

Hosea 6:1-3 (NRSVA)
1“Come, let us return to the LORD; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.”

Nahum 1:7 (NRSVA)
7The LORD is good, a stronghold in a day of trouble; he protects those who take refuge in him,

Zephaniah 3:18 (NRSVA)
18as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
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