“Study Helps” From Geography Students:
Hard to find places or terms  (Prof. Naumann)
I'm certain some of you have figured this out for yourself; however, I think that some may not have figured it out. So, here's the SUGGESTION. If you find a difficult question in the study guide that mentions a specific place (not just country), or person, or organization, or event, check the index of your textbook.  If that doesn't work, put that term in Google and you may find it easily or just go to Wikipedia and search for it there. This could save a lot of time.  EXAMPLE:

10. Be able to locate and identify the country where the first non-comunist president was Lech Walesa who lead the movement known as Solidarity.

Search using Walesa, Lech Walesa, or Solidarity - 

Response (Student)
In relation to the powerpoints, I'm sure that many of my fellow classmates have noticed that the presentations can take a long time to read through, word-for-word, when working on the study guide. One trick that I use is the "find" function (press and hold "Ctrl-F") to search for a given word or key term within the powerpoint. I'm sure that many people use that trick for word documents, but the same trick can be used in long powerpoint documents, as well. So, say you wanted to search for information on the Industrial Revolution in Europe, but you noticed that the Europe powerpoint presentation has more than 50 slides in it that are packed with information. Just press "Ctrl-F" (opening up the search bar for that document), type "industrial revolution" in the space provided, and then the document will take you, one-by-one, to each slide that includes that particular topic. Some people may already be aware of this search technique, but if you haven't used it before, I think you'll find that it saves you a great deal of time scrolling back and forth trying to locate a certain word or topic. Happy studying!

Using PowerPoints for Quizzes (Student)

Just a handy hint on quiz taking:

Print out the quiz study guide, and find the Power Point(s) that correlates with it.  For example, for the Five Themes quiz, I printed out the study guide as well as the power point, and stapled them together.  While taking the quiz, not only did I have the study guide in hand but I also had the power point with it.  It was really handy when looking for examples of what constitutes a specific theme (i.e. what does "human/environment interaction" look like?).  

Just an idea to make quiz taking easier

Using the Discussion Board for Tests  (Student)

My suggestion is to look at the DB for test 2 every couple of days and start filling out you study guide a little at a time.  Mr. Naumann is great about responding back to each entry with the correct answer or a reply that we answered correctly.  This is what I did for test 1 and I felt like when I sat down to actually "study" the stuy guide I had retained most the information.  I actually think I retain the information more through his methods than the methods of other teachers.  It is very important to read each entry for each question.  It sounds like a lot of work but it is actually part of the study process and it will save you time prior to the test.

Response (Student)
I agree with you completely.  By the time Test 1 rolled around, I felt I already knew the material when I got around to studying for it.  Being an active member (even if you're an active "reader" only) makes a huge difference!
ANOTHER APPROACH TO THE DISCUSSION BOARD

So far more and more people are using the discussion board. I want to share my way of using this useful study tool：
1.  read though PPTs for each exam

2.  find the detailed information from textbook

3. start to answer the questions on study guide

4.  ask for help in the discussion board for questions that you can’t find the answers 

5. collect all the answers that are posted on discussion board

6. make a solution word file that includes all answers from you and other students

7. Sent a thank you note to the students and your professor who contributed for those solutions!

good website for test and quizzes  (Student)
hello, i though maybe some of these websites might help

http://www.geographynetwork.com/
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0873835.html
Response (Prof. Naumann)
Yes, the internet can be a big help.
A Sound Study Process (Student)

What I do is I go thru all the problems on the study guide by reading the questions. After I am done reading questions I mark the problems that I know or that I am more familiar with with a highlighter. Then I try doing the harder problems first because the mind is fresh and once you are finished with the hard problems you go back to the easy ones since you know them its as easy as filling in the blanks. And after you are done with study guide questions, its imporant to study before going to sleep, since the mind locks in whatever you have learned during sleep.
Response (Prof. Naumann)
Concerning the mind being fresh.  About every 30 minutes  to 60 minutes, take a 10 minute break - get away from the study guide and textbook and computer. Drink a beverage, go to the restroom, relax, talk to your sweetheart, etc. -- just be sure you don't stretch the 10 minutes into an hour.  When you go back to your studying, your mind will be fresh again and will work more efficiently. The only danger here is the temptation to keep relaxing and now return to the studying.
Use the Chapter Summary (Student)

To figure out which chapter the answer to a study guide question is in, read the chapter summary at the end of each chapter. There is also a list of vocabulary and on what page each word can be found right after the chapter summary.
Response (Prof. Naumann)

Here’s another twist on that:  Scan the questions on the study guide before reading the textbook or the PowerPoint printouts.  Then as you read, some of the material will jump out at you as the answer to one of the study guide questions.

Short Cut to the PowerPoint Search Box (Student)
I ran to a problem when I was filling out the first study guide where I knew the answer to the question was in the powerpoint but I didn't remember exactly which slide.  Instead of flipping through my printed version, I opened up the presentation on my computer through My Gateway and pressed Ctrl+F to bring up the Search box.  I typed the key words into the box and it would bring me to every spot in the powerpoint where that word or phrase was listed.  It was very useful and helped me get through the questions more quickly.

Do Vocabulary Words First (Student)

A great thing for me to do is to define all the vocabulary words first and write all of these down. Then I do the rest of the questions and alot of times the vocabulary word helps find the answers out to other questions that are similar. Also, if you print the study guide out and bring to class while the teacher goes over the powerpoint notes, you can find alot of answers this way too.

Flash Cards

Especially with the outline of the test study guides, it is easy to make flash cards in order to learn the material for the tests. I make a rough draft of my study guide with the answers that I think are correct, then make alterations as necessary by using the discussion board. Two or three days before the test, I make flash cards and review them once in the morning and once at night until the day of the test. It's easy and effective!
Response (Student)

I know flash cards/note cards are already taken, but I wanted to elaborate more. I like to get my family involved. I have my husband read the question to me so that I am not able to cheat. I have the hardest time doing that by myself because I always look at the back of the card before thinking of the answer. Of course it will work with friends too, but UMSL is very family oriented (atleast when transferring, it seemed they wanted family members involved) by wanting your family members to be supported. This is the perfect way to spend time with your family while studying.
Response (Prof. Naumann)

It's also a great way for family members to show their support for your continued educational growth.
Response (Student)

I know that the study tip flashcards has been used as well as family involvement but I use these study techniques in different ways too. I love notecards and I use them to study, my husband helps me study. Him and I both love using anologies and anything that sounds like the item that I need to remember. Another thing that I do, without realizing it, is talking about something and refering back to what I have learned or am learning about in a class. This way I am studying but not even noticing that I am.
Flash Card Jeopardy (Student)
I am still stuck on making flashcards with the definitions and examples of the definition. I also play jeaporady with the topics. They both have proved a very good way to study and maintain information. Instead of just reading and trying to memorize definitions, it turns into a fun and productive way to learn.

Use the PowerPoint Outline Feature

I sometimes find that the pictures (though helpful when originally going through the slides before the test) muddle up what I am really trying to find. There are tabs on top of the slides labeled: normal, outline, notes, etc.... If you click on the outline tab, you get all of the typed information, without all of the excess illustrations. Hope this helps!

Songs as Memory Aides

One thing that I have found helpful in studying for these tests is using songs. This is really helpful for some of the questions where many names of countires is needed. For example, on test 2 I used a song to help remember a list of countries for one of the questions (the song of countires on Animaniacs). I used tunes to familiar songs and I wish I had done this for more of the questions! I am gonna try this more so I can do better on the next test! Hope this helps!
Response (Prof. Naumann)

Thanks, Joni.  None of these suggestions will work for eveyone, but I'm sure your suggestion will help some others.  On the TV sitcom Cheers years ago (20 or more) Coach and Ted Danson's character (name elludes me now). Were in a GED class and Ted's character was having trouble with geography.  Coach taught him a song -- "Albania, you border on the Adriatidc.  Your climate is mild and your chief export is chrome."  I'm not sure about the Your climate is mild; however all the rest I remember exactly plus the tune (one I'd never heard before).  I still remember it 20 plus years later. Again, thanks for sharing.
Preparing for Essay Questions

When I study for essays I always outline everything I know about the topic, then go through and decide what fits for the question and what doesn't. After that, I practtice writing and rewriting the answer to the question several times until I can remember all the key points. It helps take test anxiety away if you've already written the answer.
Studying for Map Questions

I think the best way to memorize location of things to do all your initial labeling with letters and a key. Then, after you've done it go over it again and again until you can remember what everthing stands for. It can be a lot of fun!
Another Similar Map Study Tip

If I am having trouble finding certain information I am looking for in a powerpoint it is very helpful to me to click on the find button under the home key and enter a key word of what I am looking for. When studying the maps after seeing how the first test was laid out I number my map and make a key for it. Then I take the study guide and label the map with out looking at the key. If I can do this I know I will be ready for the test since I will have multiple choice on the test. Also for studying instead of writing the answers on the actual study guide I write them in a notebook and then I see if I can fill out the study guide without looking in the notebook.

FOCUSING ON EFFECTIVE TIME USE
I know everyone has to study differently but here is what I am trying (something that has worked for me in past online classes as well)...

Since we have a study guide, it is a good idea to start answering the questions on them right away.  I know this seems obvious.  However, if you were to answer about 15 questions a day (beginning as soon as the previous test concludes) getting through the whole study guide goes a lot better.  Also, be sure to review the questions you answered each day.  By reading back over them just one time everyday you will know them so well by the time the test rolls around that you shouldn't have any problems.  I sincerely believe that no matter how someone learns material, this strategy could benefit everyone in some way.  Another great tip, also obvious, use the discussion board.  The test 2 forum only has 9 participants so far.  I don't understand why more people are not utilizing this extremely helpful tool.  I feel like this one is really obvious as well, but I know how helpful it is for me.  Have someone quiz you over the study guide.  An hour would enable you to answer all of the questions on the study guide, get feedback from the person quizzing you, and re-answer the ones you may have missed.   

2

