Subject: China - Position and Area

China is situated in the eastern part of Asia, on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean.

China has a total land area of 9.6 million square kilometres, next only to Russia and Canada. From north to south, it measures some 5,500 kilometres, stretching from the central line of the Heilong River north of the town of Mohe to the Zengmu Reef at the southernmost tip of the Nansha Islands. From west to east, the territory of China extends about 5,200 kilometres from the Pamirs to the confluence of the Heilong and Wusuli rivers.

China's land border is 22,800 kilometres long. The nation is bordered by Korea in the east; Mongolia in the north; Russia in the northeast; Kazakhstan, Kirghizia and Tadzhikistan in the northwest; Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan in the west and southwest; and Myanmar, Laos and Viet Nam in the south. Across the seas to the east and southeast are the Republic of Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia, and Indonesia.
