Subject: The People's Congress System

All power in the People's Republic of China belongs to the people. The organs through which the people exercise state power are the National People's Congress and the local people's congresses. Therefore, the people's congress system is China's fundamental political system.

Deputies to the people's congresses at various levels are elected and are responsible to and accept supervision by the people. The deputies are broadly representative; they include people from all nationalities, all walks of life, all regions, classes and strata, As they come from the people, they maintain close ties with their respective constituencies and the people and earnestly listen to their views and demands. When the congresses meet to discuss issues of major policies and principles they can air their views fully and carry out the decisions after they have been made. Hence, the people's views can be collected and the people can exercise the right to manage their state, economic and social affairs through the people's congresses.

Composition of the Deputies to the Eighth National People's Congress: Of the 2,978 deputies to the Eighth National People's Congress elected to serve from 1993 to 1998, 332 are workers, or 11.15 percent of the total; 280 are farmers, or 9.4 percent; 649 are intellectuals, or 21.79 percent; 842 are cadres, or 28.27 percent; 572 are representatives of the various democratic parties and those with no party affiliation, or 19.21 percent; 267 are from the People's Liberation Army, or 8.97 percent; and 36 are returned overseas Chinese, or 1.21 percent. 

Among these deputies 626, or 21.02 percent of the total, are women. Representing all the 55 national minorities are 439 deputies, making up 14.74 percent of the whole assembly.
