	The Heart of the Energy Crisis 

	


Part 1: We simply use more than we make
Want to see the heart of America's energy crisis? In 1999, the United States consumed 95 quadrillion BTUs of energy, while producing 61 quadrillion BTUs. The result being a 34 quadrillion BTU energy deficit. We use far more energy than we produce domestically. To keep the lights on and the wheels rolling, we make up the shortfall by importing energy, mainly in the form of tanker-upon-tanker of pricey OPEC oil. And that, is the heart of the energy crisis. 

According to U.S. Energy Department analysts, data still being compiled will show America's energy deficit only growing during 2000-2001. 

Rocket science is not needed to figure out that we must either produce a lot more energy, use a lot less, or do some of both. In his National Energy Policy, President Bush offers 105 recommendations doing both. 

Profile of Energy in America
Using data from the Energy Department's Energy Information Administration, we can examine exactly what sources of energy we utilize in the U.S., as well as which states produce and consume the most. 

America's Sources of Energy 
All energy produced in the U.S. comes from four sources: primary electricity, oil, natural gas and coal. 

Primary electricity is electricity produced by nuclear, hydro (fast-flowing water), geothermal, wood, wind, waste, and solar power plants.  

Since primary electricity comes mainly from readily available and renewable natural resources, it offers the best chance of reducing America's growing demand for expensive imported energy. Unfortunately, primary electricity remains our least-produced source of energy.  

US Energy Produced by Source in 1999 (In Quadrillion BTUs) 

Coal - 23.356
Natural Gas - 21.771
Oil - 12.451
Primary Electricity - 3.839
[Source: Energy Information Administration] 

Where is America's Energy Made and Used?
Along with dependence on expensive imported energy, the need to transport or transmit energy over vast distances contributes to the shortage and cost of American energy. True in 1999 and still true today, only ten states produced more energy than they consumed. 

Part 2: Energy production & consumption highlights
Where does most of the United States' annual energy production of 61 quadrillion BTUs come from, and who uses most of it? 

In 1999, only ten states produced more energy than their own populations consumed. These states, along with their primary source of energy were: Alaska (oil), Colorado (natural gas), Kentucky (coal), Louisiana (natural gas), Montana (coal), New Mexico (natural gas), North Dakota (coal), Oklahoma (natural gas), Utah (coal) and Wyoming (coal). 

While Texas led all states in energy production at 10.666 quadrillion BTUs of energy, Texas also lead the nation in energy consumed at 11.501 quadrillion BTUs, meaning that even petroleum- and coal-rich Texas had to import energy. 

As you might expect, California is burdened by America's most serious energy deficit. In 1999, California's 33 million citizens consumed 8.375 quadrillion BTUs, while the state produced only 2.336 quadrillion BTUs of energy. California's resulting energy deficit of 6.039 quadrillion BTUs is higher than the annual energy consumption of any state except Texas. 

As mentioned earlier, primary electricity -- electricity produced by nuclear, hydroelectric, geothermal, wood, wind, waste, and solar power plants -- is the most desirable energy source from both economic and environmental standpoints. Unfortunately, primary electricity is also the least-produced source of energy in the United States. In 1999, no state produced as much as one quadrillion BTUs of primary electricity. Washington led all states with production of .355 quadrillion BTUs of primary electricity. 

A complete table of energy production and consumption by state can be viewed at the Department of Energy's Energy Information Center Web site: http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/states/_statequads.html 

Clearly, it is hard to argue with President Bush's assertion that America needs to produce more, while consuming less energy. However, the environmental concerns associated with increasing production simply through expanded oil and natural gas exploration and recovery must bear equal weight and be approached with great caution. Should we, for example, allow uncontrolled drilling off our seashores or in national parks, we could find ourselves facing a future summer with plenty of cheap gasoline -- but nowhere left to go. 

• Abraham's World of Energy
On July 19, 2001, Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham addressed the San Francisco Bay Area Council where he expanded on his Agency's vision of a new world of energy for America.  
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