[bookmark: _GoBack]A Greener America – There is Hope In Spite of the Politicians’ Irresponsibility
No matter what your hopes were for Tuesday’s election, one outcome that we’re all too likely to see is political gridlock. 
That makes the work we do together -- advancing social justice and environmental responsibility through economic action -- more important than ever. Here are just a few examples: 
1. By working to close the filthiest coal-fired power plants, we can work to meet our climate goals -- without one new piece of legislation. 
2. By creating Clean Energy Victory Bonds, we can finance the next big wave of solar and wind -- without one penny of taxpayer dollars. 
3. By focusing on energy efficiency, we can help every American family save hundreds or thousands of dollars a year -- better than a tax break, since it will happen year after year with no Congressional vote required. 
4. By accelerating the transition to clean energy, we ensure the next big wave of good jobs.
5. By going local and organic with our food, and rebuilding local food systems, we can make sure there is healthy, affordable food for all. 
6. By choosing Fair Trade, we can help families around the world lift themselves out of poverty. 
7. By switching to community banks and credit unions, we can take support away from the mega-banks who were at the center of the global economic crisis – and invest in our local communities. 
8. By supporting green businesses, we can rebuild our Main Streets and create new jobs. Recent studies confirm what you and I have known for years: According to the Kaufman Foundation, over the past 25 years, virtually all net new jobs in the US have been created by small, local and independent businesses that are less than five years old. The Pew Charitable Trust reported that green jobs in the U.S. grew more than twice as fast as the overall job market in the past ten years, and suffered fewer setbacks. 
9. By choosing green products and services, people can improve their health, live better and save money when they go green. 
10. By using our consumer and investing power, we can make real, lasting change. Steps forward include Home Depot shifting to sustainably-harvested wood and Ben & Jerry’s committing to be 100% Fair Trade with their flavors by 2012. Let's keep up the pressure on Hershey's to go Fair Trade! 
Americans can and do come together for clean energy and jobs, healthy food, a fair deal for all, and financing systems that rebuild our Main Streets. As we work together on strengthening local businesses and local communities, we're also building alliances across political divides, reknitting the fabric of our country. We have powerful tools at our fingertips for accelerating the shift to a just and sustainable economy. 
Thanks for all you do for a better future for all,
Alisa Gravitz
Executive Director
Green America 
P.S. Please forward this message to everyone you know who might need a hopeful message today. 

