





            M A J O R   R E L I G I O N S   O F   T H E   W O R L D 





     Some  writers have compared religions to different roads along which groups 


of  people  are  traveling.  The roads aren't alike, so the trip is different on 


each  road.   Some  people  seem to think that these different roads all lead to 


the same place--a good place.  Many religions call this "place" God.





     The  study  of  history shows that each of the major religions of the world 


today  has  been  developing  for  a thousand or more years.  History also shows 


that  there  have  been  religions  that  existed  in the past but are no longer 


followed.   Newspapers  tell  of  new  religions and "cults" that have formed in 


recent  times.   Will  any  of  the  major  religions  eventually  cease to have 


followers?   Will  any  of  the  new  religions  or  "cults"  develop into major 


religions--roads travelled by millions of people for thousands of years?





     These  questions  really  can't  be  answered  now,  but they do indicate a 


common  characteristic of religions.  Religions deal with mystery in life.  They 


try  to  provide  answers to or insights into some of the unanswerable questions 


that  have  interested  people  as  long  as  there  have  been people on earth.  


Religions   provide  a  necessary  element  in  the  lives  of  individuals  and 


societies.





     Studying  present  and  past  societies has shown that religion has been an 


important  element  of  most  cultures.   It appears that every society needs to 


consider  the  many unanswerable questions that humans have found in the mystery 


of  life.   In  most  societies, the religion or religions of the society try to 


develop   meaningful   answers   out   of  the  mystery.   In  other  societies, 


philosophies  may  fill this need more than religion.  An example of this is the 


Soviet  Union.   The  government  has  tried  to  replace  religious writing and 


answers  with  the  writings  of  Marx  and Lenin and the answers found in their 


philosophies.   It  is  interesting  to  note,  also,  that  71  years after the 


Bolshevik  Revolution  in  Russia which brought communists  to power, the Soviet 


Union   allowed   the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  to  celebrate  the  1000  year 


anniversary  of  Christianity  in Russia.  After 71 years of teaching atheism in 


the  Soviet  Union,  some  people  still  practice their religions:  Christians, 


Jews, Muslims, etc.





     The  purpose  of  this  reading  is  not  to  decide  whether  religion  or 


philosophy  provides  better  answers  or  to  decide  whether  one  religion is 


"better"  than  another.   The  purpose  is  to  show  that a need exists in all 


societies  to obtain answers or insights into many unanswerable questions.  They 


are  unanswerable because the answers provided by religions and philosophies are 


theories  or  ideas  that cannot be proven.  Some people accept the answers, and 


others do not.





     Some  people  claim  that  humans invented God to fill this need.  They say 


that  religions  are the lived testimonies of these societies' understandings of 


the  gods they have created.  When studying the major religions of the world, it 


is  not  necessary  to decide whether humans created God or God created humans--


this  is  one  of  those  unanswerable  questions. The fact is that the lives of 


millions  of  people on earth have been and are being shaped and affected by the 


major religions of the world.





     Since  there are many cultures in the world and it is impossible to live in 


isolation  today,  it  is  important for the people of one culture to understand 


and respect the cultures of other people with whom they must interact.  In 
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studying  the  past,  it  is  important to understand the religions of societies 


because their thoughts and actions were influenced by their religions.  


Religions  have served as an important element of many cultures, and no study of 


them would be worthwhile if the religious element were ignored.





     A  person  may  gain  many  worthwhile benefits from the study of the major 


religions  of  the world.  This study can help people understand the differences 


between  societies.  Political, economic, and philosophical differences may have 


roots  in  the religions of the societies.  Often differences in rituals, dress, 


diet,  etc., may be seen to grow from similar ideas about the world and the role 


of  humans  in it.  The study of major religions can help people see some of the 


fundamental  similarities  that  most  people  in the world share.  A person can 


benefit  by  comparing  his/her beliefs to those found in the religions of other 


people.   This  may  lead  to  a  greater  appreciation  of his/her own beliefs.  


Seeing  the relationships among some religions is another benefit.  One religion 


may  have  grown out of another religion, or the religions may have grown out of 


a common source.





     The  study  of  major  religions  may  also  promote  greater  respect  and 


toleration  among people.  People seem to distrust and fear things or ideas that 


seem   strange.   By  studying  other  religions,  people  can  achieve  greater 


understanding  of  other  people -- what they think and how they live.  Peace in 


the  world  depends  on  greater  understanding  among the peoples of the world.  


People  don't  have to change to one set of beliefs, but they do need to respect 


and  tolerate  differences  if  they  want  to decrease the chances of conflicts 


between themselves and others.





     In  the  beginning, the study of major religions should examine some of the 


difficult  questions  to which religious beliefs address.  some of the questions 


are:





     1.  Is there any order or purpose in creation?  Why do things happen the


           way they do?


     2.  Why do I exist?


     3.  How did the world and universe come to exist?


     4.  What happens when someone dies?


     5.  Is there more to life than the existence we know and live at this 


           moment?


     6.  What is right and wrong?


     7.  Why is there evil in the world?


     8.  What is real?  How can I know what is real or true?


     9.  How do I live a "good" life?


     10. What is really important in a person's life?





     Religions   that  have  lasted  seem  to  develop  through  stages.   Among 


primitive  people, the forces of nature seem overwhelming and frightening, so in 


their  infancies,  religions  tend  to  center on gods related to nature.  There 


were  often  gods  or spirits of the Sun and moon, the seasons, plants, animals, 


and  the  earth,  etc.   Animism  is  the  name given to this early stage in the 


growth  of  religious beliefs.  Many primitive religions also believe in a great 


power  that  is beyond description or understanding.  It is mysterious and is in 


all created things.





     After  a  period  of  time,  sacrifice  became  a  form of worshiping these 


spirits  or gods.  Plants or animals were sacrificed to the gods to give thanks, 


to  ask  favors,  or  to reconcile the people to their gods if they thought that 


they had displeased the gods.
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     As  societies developed, the religions moved from polytheism, the belief in 


many  gods,  to  monotheism, the belief in one god.  In some religions, this one 


god came to be seen as a personal god:  one who is concerned about and active 


in  the  lives  of  individual  people.  In other religions, the one god was not 


seen  as  a  personal  god.   This  type of god was believed to have started the 


world  and  created  things,  but  this  type  of god then sits back and watches 


things develop rather than being involved with individual persons.





     The  study of each major religion in this unit will cover the key events in 


the  history  of  its  development,  including  a discussion of persons who were 


important  to  that  development.  It will also examine the fundamental beliefs, 


the  means  of formal worship, and the teachings of the religion.  There will be 


a  discussion  of the "holy writings," important symbols, special "holy places," 


the  places  of  worship,  and  the  calendar of special "holy days".  The major 


branches of each religion will also be studied.





     The  purpose of this unit is to understand the major religions of the world 


so  that  the  societies  in  which they are found can be better appreciated and 


understood.   Respect  will  be shown for all beliefs and practices, because the 


people  who  practice these religions take them very seriously.  This study will 


make no attempt to judge the beliefs of others or to determine their truth.





     The  purpose  of  the  unit  is  to  achieve  an approximate concept of the 


reality  of  each religion.  Religions are lived mysteries which are experienced 


by  the  believers.   A skin, some fur, a pile of bones, and a pile of flesh and 


organs  left  from dissecting a dog may produce more knowledge of what a dog is, 


but  the  biologist  still does not intimately know what it is to be the mystery 


of  a live dog.  After studying the parts of a religion, the student's knowledge 


and  appreciation  of it may have increased, but the student will still not know 


what  it  is to be a believer of that religion.  The lived mystery of a religion 


is  not  identical  in  every believer:  it is a unique, personal experience for 


each one.





             R E L I G I O N S   H A V E   S I M I L A R I T I E S 


                          A N D   D I F F E R E N C E S 





     Most  religions  have  certain  similarities,  and   many differences.  The 


study  of  the history of one or more religions will show they are not fixed and 


rigid  social  institutions.   Religions  may  not  change  in their fundamental 


beliefs,  but  their  emphasis  may  change.   As many religions developed, they 


moved  from  polytheism to monotheism.  The emphasis of religions shifts between 


two  positions:   intellectuality  [when  they  stress  thinking and using their 


minds  in rational, logical ways] and emotionalism [when they stress reliance on 


feelings and allow feelings be open to the divine].





     Religion  can  be  divisive  when  more than one exists in a country.  Each 


religion  tends to think that it is the only one that has the whole truth.  When 


a   religion  thinks  of  itself  as  the  only  "true"  one,  it  becomes  very 


self-conscious and may be driven by the need to perpetuate itself.  





     Religion  is  a  mystery  which can neither be disproven nor proven.  It is 


understandable  that  as members try to comprehend a mystery which is beyond the 


realm  of  total comprehension, they might disagree about some points.  This has 


happened  in  many  religions,  and the result is usually the separation of some 


members  from  the main body of the religion.  These separated groups often form 
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their  own  branch  of  the  religion.   Some  of the major religions started as 


branches  of older religions.  In these cases, the differences were great enough 


that  the  separated  group  could  not  be  a  branch  of  the  older faith and 


established a separate identity.





     Similar  features  are found in most religions.  They practice some form of 


sacrifice.   The  reason  for  sacrifice  is  a  belief  in a power greater than 


humanity.   They often refer to this power as the source of life.  Holy writings 


contain  some  history,  poetry,  songs,  problems, and rules for living and for 


worshiping.   These  holy  writings also contain much of what the members of the 


religion believe about the "greater power" or God.





     Founders,  prophets,  missionaries,  or  other historical characters can be 


identified  in  most religions.  In some religions, an important person began to 


be  worshiped,  usually  after  he/she had died.  Special, or "holy," places are 


important  in  many  religions.  The places might be associated with the founder 


of  the  religion  or might be where some important religious incident occurred.   


Sometimes, people will make pilgrimages to these special places.





     Most  religions  have  a  place  of  worship  which may contain an altar or 


something  similar to an altar.  A place of worship might be identified with its 


religion  because  of distinctive architecture, or because of the use of certain 


symbols which have come to be identified with the religion.





     A  calendar  of  important  holidays  is a feature of most religions.  Some 


call  this  a  liturgical year.  For most religions, different times or dates in 


the  year  have special significance.  Sometimes these coincide with some of the 


natural  occurrences  during  the  year.   One  final  similarity  is  that most 


religions  teach  something like the "Golden Rule."  They believe in the kinship 


of  all people, or believe in good will towards all people, or they expect their 


members to "do unto others as they would have others do unto them."





     A  noteworthy  similarity  in  the  religions  to  be  studied  is that the 


founders,  when known, were men.  The writings were written by men, and men have 


usually  served  as  leaders  or  priests.   The sacred writings also seem to be 


directed more to men than to women.





     While  most  religions  have  some  similar features or elements, there are 


also  significant  differences in beliefs and practices.  One area of difference 


involves  the  beliefs about human nature.  Some religions consider humans to be 


basically  evil.   Others  see  humans  as  being  created  good  and then being 


corrupted.   Some  religions  see  humans as part of nature and neither good nor 


evil.   In  these  religions,  evil  is  the  result of humans not conforming to 


nature.   In  religions that see humans as evil or as corrupted people, there is 


usually some way for humans to escape their evil condition.





     Some  religions  are  messianic.   They  believe that some person, human or 


divine,  will  save  them  from  eternal damnation or destruction.  They believe 


that  the Messiah is their salvation.  Other religions see God as remote and not 


involved  in  human  lives.   They  do  not  believe  in  the saving action of a 


Messiah.   Those  who  believe  in  a  Messiah  may  seek  some kind of personal 


relationship  with  God,  whereas  those  who believe in an impersonal God think 


that a relationship with God was not desirable or possible.





     Many  religions  have special persons who act as intermediaries between god 


and  the  common  people.   They  may  believe  that  these special persons have 


received  some  kind  of  authority  from  God.  People who occupy these special 
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positions  may  be  referred to as the clergy or as priests or ministers.  Other 


religions  believe  that worship is a personal matter and that nobody can act as 


an  intermediary  for  anyone else.  In this type of religion, there would be no 


clergy.  To become a member of the clergy, a person usually has to have some 





kind  of  special  educational  training  and  then  be ordained in some type of 


religious ceremony.





     The  final  major  area  of difference involves the idea of a personal God.  


Some  religions believe that God wants a close, personal relationship with human 


beings.   They  believe that ordinary persons can communicate directly with God.  


These  people  usually  believe  that there is some way in which individuals can 


directly  experience  and  know  God.  They believe that this relationship helps 


them  attain salvation or freedom from the evil in their nature.  Others believe 


in  a transcendent God who is beyond the limits of experience and knowledge.  To 


them,  God  is  unreachable.   Individuals  must  work  out  their own destinies 


without direct assistance from God.





     When  studying  the  eight  major religions, it is important to respect all 


beliefs.   Most  religious  beliefs cannot be proven or disproven; people either 


accept  them, or they do not accept them.  Any student who does not believe in a 


religion  should  not  feel  any attempt is being made to change his/her belief.  


The objective of the study is to create human understanding among people.

















On this page, place a map of places of origin of the eight religions.
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On this page, place a chart of modern religious adherence.
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                     S U M M A R Y   O F   H I N D U I S M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:   Information  about  the  Hindu religion can be found on 


pages 58-60 and 287-289 of your textbook.





FOUNDER:  None is known, or the name has been lost.





DATE OF FOUNDING:  Approximately 3200 B.C. [the oldest of the major religions].





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  India





MODERN  DISTRIBUTION:   Most  Hindus  are still found in India, though there are 


some  Hindus living in Sri Lanka and Burma.  The number of Hindus living outside 


these areas is very small.





CONCEPT  OF GOD:  God is called Brahman--the  "All Reality."   Hindus  might not 


refer  to  Brahman as God.  Brahman is in all and is the source of all.  Brahman 


is not seen as a "personal god."





SACRED  WRITINGS:   Four  books  are the sources of wisdom for Hindus.  They are  


written  in  Sanskrit  and  are  quite  long--longer  than the Bible.  The Vedas 


contain  poems  and  hymns,  the  Brahmanas  contain  the rules for worship, the 


Upanishads  provide answers to the questions about life and death, and the Great 


Epics  are  about  heroes  and  gods.   Included  among  the Great Epics are the 


Bhagavad Gita and the Ramayana, two of the best known and most widely quoted.





IMPORTANT  LEADERS:   Ramakrishna  (1834-1886)   and   Mohatma   Gandhi   (1869-


1948).    Ramakrishna's  follower,  Swami  Vivekananda  formed  the  Ramakrishna 


Mission and spread the teachings of this sect to Europe and America.





NUMBER OF BELIEVERS:  655,695,200





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   The  Britannica Book of the Year 1988 divided Hindus into 


three  groups:   Vaishnavites--70%,  Shavites--25%,  and  neo-Hindus  and reform 


Hindus--2%





     Six  philosophical  or theological schools of thought are usually given for 


Hinduism.  They differ in their approaches and major areas of emphasis:


     


     l.  Nyaya, which deals with logic.


     2.  Vaisheshika, which concerns itself with the nature of the world.


     3.  Sankhya, which  concerns itself with the origin and evolution of


          the universe.


     4.  Yoga, which  offers mental  and physical disciplines designed to


          free the believer's soul so it can be united with Brahman.


     5.  Purva Mimamsu, which interprets the Vedas.


     6.  Vedanta, which also interprets the Vedas.


     


LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:   Sannyasis  [holymen]  and  Gurus  [preacher-teachers] serve 


as leaders and models for the people.





HOLY PLACES:  Benares [a holy city] and the Ganges River





SPECIAL  CUSTOMS:  The   belief in  reincarnation  causes  most   Hindus  to  be 


vegetarians [reincarnation is explained under MAJOR BELIEFS AND GOALS].
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SPECIAL  DAYS/SEASONS:  These  vary  greatly  from  place to place and depend on 


which  philosophical  tradition a person follows.  Dussehra and Ganesh Chaturthi 


are the most popular ones.





SYMBOLS:   The  eight-spoked  wheel  which  represents  the  cycle  of birth and 


rebirth.





SHAPING  EVENTS:  From 1500-1200 B.C., Aryan invasions of India began a blending 


of  Dravidian  [the  original  inhabitants]  and  Aryan  religions.   The  Aryan 


contribution  was  the  larger  one.   Aryans  composed  the  1,028 hymns of the 


Rig Veda,  the  oldest  religious  writing  that  is  still  read  for religious 


reasons.  It reflects a polytheistic religion involving sacrifice.





     By  600  B.C., belief in reincarnation began to emerge and Vishnu and Shiva 


began to have more importance among the gods.





     The  caste  system had become a part of Hinduism before the year 1 A.D.  By 


this time, images had become more important in worship.





     From   300-650   A.D.,  worship  of  images  in  stone  temples  was  fully 


developed.  The worship of feminine divinities was established by 650 A.D.





     The period of great philosophers lasted from 800-1300 A.D.





     Most  of  India  was under Muslim control by the 15th century.  Islam was a 


religion  that  Hinduism  could  not  absorb.   Eventually twenty percent of the 


people  of  India became Muslims.  The emphasis in the period from the 15th-17th 


centuries  was  to  encourage  a  simple  faith  revolving  around devotion to a 


personal  god--there  were  many  to select from.  Ritualism and caste divisions 


were  discouraged.   Kinship  and love of all people was stressed.  These shifts 


in emphasis may have been due to the influence of Islam. 





     The  18th  century  contact  with  Christianity spurred a revitalization in 


Hinduism.  Several reformers were responsible for this.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND  GOALS:   For  the  Hindu, the ultimate reality is Brahman--


ultimate  goodness  or  ultimate  truth.  Humans have difficulty knowing Brahman 


because  their  vision is clouded by Maya.  The life quest for humans is to find 


a  way  to  reach  an  understanding  of Brahman.  They believe that within each 


person  is found his/her true self--the Atman.  The Atman is, in reality, a part 


of  Brahman.  So, the Hindu finds Brahman by searching within himself/herself to 


find  a  knowledge of Atman [which is really Brahman].  To put it most simply, a 


person can get to know Brahman by coming to know himself/herself.





     Brahman  is  also  seen as having three aspects or functions in relation to 


the  world.  Brahma, seen as the creator, is four-headed.  He holds in his hands 


prayer  beads  and  a  manuscript, and sacrificial implements.  He presides from 


the mythical Mount Meru with his wife, Sarasvati.





     Vishnu  is  seen  as  the  sustainer,  or  preserver of life.  He carries a 


lotus,  conch  shell  and  a  mace,  and  he  also  lives on Meru with his wife, 


Lakshmi.   He  is often portrayed, lying on Ananta, a multi-headed serpent, with 


the  god  Brahma  issuing from his navel to symbolize the interdependence of the 


Gods.   His  four  arms  symbolize  his  all-embracing  power.   Vishnu  is most 


frequently  worshiped since the creation in which we now live is being sustained 


through  him.  He  is one of the most powerful and popular gods in Hinduism.  He 


is  known  as  preserver  for  his  ability to restore the cosmic balance of the 
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universe.   Vishnu  is also believed to have had ten incarnations.  Krishna, one 


of those incarnations, is a frequently worshiped aspect of Vishnu.  Krishna is 


worshipped  in many stages of his life on earth:  his mischievous childhood, his 


amorous youth, and his wise maturity.




























































































     Shiva,  the  destroyer,  is  the  third  member of the Hindu "trinity," and 


lives  on Mount Kailias with his wife, Parvati.  Shiva is often portrayed in art 


and  sculpture  with  a  necklace  of skulls around his neck.  Shiva's followers 


view  him  with an adoration tinged with fear.  In Hinduism there can be no life 


without  death,  no creation without destruction, no rebirth without the passing 


of  the former life.  Shiva is looked upon as a necessary part of the process of 


birth  and  life.   Shiva  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and powerful gods in 


Hinduism.   He  is  associated  with asceticism and the destruction of evil.  He 


appears  in  many  forms.   His  most  common attributes are the trident, matted 


locks of hair, and ashen skin.





     How  does  one  reach  union  with Brahman?  This is done through knowledge 


one's  self.   The  individual passes through four stages in life to reach this:  


student,  householder, retired, and spiritual pilgrim.  Not every individual can 


pass  through  all four stages in one lifetime.  A poor farmer, for example, may 


never  be able to retire and become a spiritual pilgrim.  His life, and those of 


his  family members, is tied to working on the land.  In Hinduism, the belief in 


reincarnation  makes  it  possible  for  any  individual  to  achieve union with 


Brahman.   Hindus  believe  that  the soul of a person who had not achieved this 


final  union  will be reborn in another body over and over again until the final 


union is achieved.  People may be reborn as humans or as animals.  
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     Reincarnation.   Rebirth, or transmigration of the soul, is governed by the 


rule  of  Karma which states that if one has led a good life, one will be reborn 


in  a higher state in life, and conversely, that if one has not practiced Dharma 


[the  practice of one's duty] one will be reborn in a lower state in life.  When 


one has come to know Brahman in oneself, then the state of Nirvana is said to 





have  been  achieved.   In Hinduism, there is reason for patience with things as 


they  are  (for  they  will  change),  or  for  tolerance of inequities (for the 


situation  can  improve  in another life, if the present life is lived well).  A 


Hindu  may  turn  to  the  comfort of a better, future life, much as a Christian 


turns  to  the  thoughts  of  heaven  during a period of personal loss or death.  


While  it  is  true  that  Hindus generally accept life as it is, it must not be 


assumed  that  they  never  protest  against  misery,  poverty,  and oppression.  


Hinduism allows rebellion for a righteous cause.





     The   Caste  System.   Around  1500  B.C.,  the  Aryan  invaders  of  India 


introduced  the  caste  system  which  became  a  part  of Hindu practice.  This 


division  of people into higher and lower groups was originally done to separate 


the  Aryans from the original inhabitants of India, the Dravidians.  Eventually, 


the  Aryans  were  divided into castes too.  There were four official castes and 


then there were those people who were below even the lowest caste.





     At  first these four divisions were rather flexible.  It was possible for a 


man  to  change his occupation and work his way up into a higher caste.  When he 


married,  however,  he  had  to  marry a women either of his caste or of a lower 


one.  In general, the caste system caused the position of women to decline.





     As  time  passed,  the  caste  system in Indian society grew more rigid and 


more  complex.   The number of castes multiplied, and it became impossible for a 


man  to move upward in the social scale by changing his way of life.  Members of 


the  lower castes were forbidden to take part in any religious ceremony or to be 


educated.





     The  Main  Castes.  Caste is a way of life which divides society into small 


groups,  each of which lives in a very different way from the rest.  While there 


are  nearly  19,000  different  sub-castes  in  India  today [they have no legal 


standing  today  in India], Hindus believe that they are born or reborn into one 


of four main castes:





     l.   BRAHMANS, or  priests  and  the  cultured elite.  It is interesting to 


           note  that  teachers  belong  to  this  high  caste.  The duty of the 


           Brahman  is to study and teach, to sacrifice, and to give and receive 


           gifts.


           


     2.  KSHATRIYAS, or  rulers  and  warriors.  They  must protect the people,


           sacrifice,  and  study.   this  caste  falls  immediately  below  the 


           Brahman and is ritually clean.


           


     3.   VAISYAS  include  merchants, skilled  workers,  and  some professional 


           people.   Their  duty  is  also  to sacrifice and to study, but their 


           chief  function  is  to breed cattle, till the earth, trade, and lend 


           money.  They are considered ritually pure.


           


     4.   SHUDRAS, or unskilled workers and farm peasants.  This is  the  lowest 


           caste  in  the  system.   It is considered ritually impure .  Members 


           are  required  to  perform  services  for  the  three higher and pure 
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           castes.   The  Shudra are subdivided into numerous craft and laboring 


           communities.  Their Dharma is to only serve the three higher castes.


           





     Unofficial,  Fifth  Caste.   In reality, there is also a fifth caste called 


the  UNTOUCHABLES, or outcasts.  Gandhi called them Harijans, "Children of God," 


but  they  are  on  the  bottom  of the social ladder.  Several centuries before 


Christ  there  already  existed  groups of people who served the Aryans and were 


considered  to  be  Untouchables.   One  of these groups was the CANDALA, a term 


which  later  came  to  be used for many types of Untouchables.  The candala was 


not  allowed to live in an Aryan village.  The main duty of the candalas was the 


carrying  and cremation of corpses.  They also executed criminals.  According to 


law,  the  candalas'  clothing  was  to  be  the  garments  of the corpse he had 


cremated.   He  was to eat his food from broken dishes, and could wear only iron 


ornaments.   By  Gupta times, the candalas had become so "untouchable" that they 


had  to  clap  two  sticks  together to warn people of their polluting approach.  


Other  untouchables  included the KAIVARTA, or fishing caste; the NISADA, or the 


hunters;  the KARAVARA, or leather worker.  Yet, an Untouchable dying in defense 


of women, children, Brahmans, or cows, secures a place in heaven.





     Hindu  Goals.   The  primary  goal  for Hindus is to escape Maya to achieve 


union  with  Brahman, the ultimate reality.  Useful means for pursuing this goal 


are through:





     l.  sensuous, aesthetic pleasure


     2.  participation in economic activity and public welfare


     3.  doing what is ethical and moral


     4.  aspiring to high goals


     5.  practicing AHISMA (non-violence) to persons and insects


     6.  coming to know one's self, the Atman (Brahman within).





READINGS:





                          T H E   S A C R E D   C O W 





     Cows  are  sacred  in  India  because of the Hindu belief in reincarnation.  


This  is the doctrine that the soul never dies, but instead passes from one kind 


of  body  to  another.   If  the life has been good, the soul may move up to the 


level  of  a holy man; if it has been evil, it may sink to the level of a dog or 


an  insect.   This  means  that Hindus regard all life as sacred.  They dare not 


step  on  a  spider  or  an  ant  because  it  may have the soul of one of their 


ancestors.   [This  practice  has been carried to its extreme by the offshoot of 


Hinduism  known as Jainism.]  The cow is particularly sacred, and this reverence 


has  produced  many  problems,  as  can  be  seen  in the following report by an 


American  correspondent.  This account is unsympathetic because it is by one who 


is more concerned about economic results than about Hindu religious beliefs.





           If  Indians  cared  as  much about people as they do about cows, that 


     might  do  something  about solving their chronic food shortage.  Here is a 


     country  with probably the lowest standard of living in the world.  Its 415 


     million  people [more like 800 million in the 1980's], most of whom survive 


     rather  than  live,  have  a  per capita income of $65 per year.  Even with 


     huge  and  costly  food  imports the country hovers on the brink of famine.  


     In  some  areas,  in  time of flood or drought, people live off the bark of 


     trees.   In  good  times,  when  food  production  is  up,  the increase is 


     cancelled  out  by  India's  soaring population -- now a whopping [increase 


     of] 7 to 8 million annually.
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           Despite  all  this,  cows  and other animals eat more food than India 


     imports  each  year.   India  has more cattle than any other country in the 


     world--an  estimated 155 million plus 48 million domesticated buffalo.  Yet 


     milk  is  a luxury few can afford.  At least one-third and possibly half of 


     India's  cattle  population  is surplus, a liability rather  than an asset.  


     But  Hindu cow worship, rooted in centuries of tradition and in some states 


     written  into  law,  protects even aged and tubercular cows from slaughter.  


     "India  has  government  of  the  cows,  by  the  cows and for the cows," a 


     foreigner  observed  dryly.   Old,  useless  cows  are  left  to  fend  for 


     themselves  or  sent  to  "old  cows'  homes."   There are 3,000 such homes 


     throughout India . . . .


     


           Cow  slaughter  can,  and  often  does,  lead  to  riots between cow-


     worshipping  Hindus  and  non-Hindus.   A Calcutta taxidriver was beaten to 


     death  by  a  mob when he hit and killed a cow.  The Hindu's regard for the 


     cow  was  well  illustrated  in  a  story in the New Delhi papers about the 


     recent  West  Bangel  floods.   The story stated that 300 cows were rescued 


     from  one flood zone.  It said nothing about how many people were rescued--


     if  any.  An Indian peasant, faced with the choice of saving his son or his 


     bullock from flood waters, will almost invariably save the bullock.


     


           Indian  reluctance  to  kill  anything--except  other Indians--is not 


     limited  to cows.  In some areas wild monkeys eat as much as 10 per cent of 


     the  grain crop.  Monkey slaughter is sanctioned in some states, where non-


     Hindus  receive  a  bounty  for each one killed.  But elsewhere monkeys are 


     immune from destruction.  Hindus venerate them.


     


           Every  year  more  than 40,000 Indians are killed by wild animals and 


     snakes.   Only  last week the Times of India reported in a paragraph that a 


     hyena was finally killed after it had carried off and eaten 30 babies . . 


     


           Educated  Indians,  led  by Prime Minister Nehru, are revolted by the 


     Hindu's  blind unreasoning feeling for the cow.  Four years ago, when Hindu 


     extremists  tried  to  impose a national ban on all cattle slaughter, Nehru 


     was  "prepared"  to  resign  if  the measure passed.  "I cannot accept that 


     animals  are  more  important  than  economics and I think human beings are 


     more  important  than  cows,"  he  declared.   The  bill  died, but not the 


     Hindu's  superstitious  reverence for cows.  Ask a Hindu why he doesn't put 


     a  sick  old  cow  out of its misery and he is likely to reply:  "Would you 


     kill your mother?" . . .
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                     S U M M A R Y   O F   B U D D H I S M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:  Information about Buddhism can be found in your textbook 


on pages 60-65 and page 68.





FOUNDER:   Siddhartha  Gautama (563-483 B.C.)   Siddhartha Gautama was born into  


a  noble  Hindu family.  His spiritual journey led him to inspire a movement for 


reform  in  Hinduism;  his goal was never to found a new religion. Nevertheless, 


his  followers  ended  up  establishing  a new religion with similarities to and 


differences from Hinduism.





DATE OF FOUNDING:  560-480 B.C.





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  India





MODERN  DISTRIBUTION:  Buddhism  has spread to much of Asia, particularly India, 


China, and Japan.





CONCEPT  OF GOD:  Buddhists generally are not concerned with the question of the 


existence  or  nonexistence of God.  They do not believe in a personal, knowable 


God,  so  speculation  about  the  nature  or existence of God is not considered 


worth  pursuing.   Their  primary  concern  is  with how to live so as to attain 


"Enlightenment."





SACRED  WRITINGS:  Their sacred  writings   include  the Dhamma (Sutta), Vinaya, 


and  Abhidhamma.   The  oldest  record  of the Buddha Gautama's teachings is the 


Pali  cannon  which  was  written and preserved in Sri Lanka (Ceylon).  It is in 


three parts [the Three Baskets (Tipiaka or Tripitaka)]:





     Vinaya Pitaka--rules of discipline for monks.


     Sutta Pitaka--five discussions of the importance of doctrine.


     Abhidhamma Pitaka--a collection of higher doctrinal discussions that are


           of psychological and philosophical nature.





IMPORTANT  LEADERS:  The   most   revered  leader  was  the  founder, Siddhartha 


Gautama.   Another  leader  was Amitabha, one of many bodhisattvas, or saints of 


the Mahayana school of thought.





NUMBER OF BELIEVERS:  309,626,100





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   The   Britannica  Book of the Year 1988 divided Buddhists  


into three groups:  Mahayana--56%, Theravada--38%, and Trantrism--6%.





     Notes:   Zen  Buddhism  is  the  form Mahayana Buddhism adopted when it was 


           accepted  in  Japan.   Hinayana  Buddhism is a name that those of the 


           Mahayana  school  applied  to those of the Theravada school; those of 


           the  Theravada  school  never  use  the  term  "Hinayana" to refer to 


           themselves.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:   Some terms used to refer to leaders in the various branches 


of   Buddhism  are:   Bhikkhus,  Lamas,  monks,  and  nuns.   Each  Buddhist  is 


responsible  for his/her own spiritual pilgrimage, so there is no great need for 


intermediaries  between  them and "God."  However, leaders can teach them how to 


improve their journey towards "Enlightenment."
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HOLY  PLACES:  The  four major holy places from the early times of Buddhism are: 


Lumbini,  the birth-place; Buddha-Gaya, the scene of the Awakening; Sarnath, the 


place  of  the  first preaching of the Dhamma; and Kushinagara, the place of the 


Buddha's decease.





SPECIAL  DAYS/SEASONS:   In  Sri Lanka, the Perahera Festival is celebrated.  In   


the  month of May, Wesak (Kason) is celebrated.  Buddha Jayanti is celebrated to 


commemorate the birth of Siddhartha Gautama.





SYMBOLS:  The lotus blossom.





SHAPING  EVENTS:  Buddhism began as a protest against the formalism of Hinduism, 


some  of  its  beliefs  and  prescribed religious acts to escape retribution for 


evil  deeds.  The movement began after Siddhartha Gautama received enlightenment 


while sitting under a Bo tree.





     Siddhartha  began his public life  with the sermon, Dhamma-cakkappa-vattana 


Sutta  [Turning  the  Wheel  of Righteousness].  It is addressed  equally to all 


people--to anyone, "who has given up the world."





     Buddhism  did  not  take  root  in  India  because its egalitarian approach 


appealed  mainly to the untouchables.  As it spread to other parts of Asia, some 


blending with the indigenous religions occurred.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND  GOALS:  Since Buddhism was an offshoot from Hinduism, it is 


important  to  see  where there are significant differences.  Siddhartha Gautama 


rejected  the  idea of the caste system, so there is no separation of people and 


no  idea  that  a person's social  or economic status is a reflection of his/her 


goodness  in  this  or  in past lives.  In Buddhism, there is no interest in the 


origin  of  the  world  or in a personal God.  The emphasis is on the individual 


rather  than  on the supernatural.  In Buddhism there is more emphasis on labor, 


discipline,  and  compassion  rather than on tradition, ritual, and metaphysical 


speculation.   While  Buddhists believe in reincarnation, they do not believe in 


the  transmigration of the "soul."  Their goal is to eliminate desires, and they 


believe  that  if  a  person  dies  without  having  eliminated all desires, the 


remaining desires call forth or into being a new body.





     Who  was  Buddha?   Many  Buddhists  say  that  it  is  incorrect  to  call 


Siddhartha  Gautama  "Buddha."   Buddha  means the "Enlightened One"  Siddhartha 


Gautama  is  not believed to have been the only "Buddha" to have lived on Earth.  


It  is  believed  that  there  were many before him and that there may be others 


after him.  It would be more correct to call him Buddha Gautama.





     Siddhartha  Gautama  was  born  into  a  noble  Hindu  family.   He studied 


Hinduism  and practiced it.  As a young man, he was sheltered from the realities 


of  the  world by his well-meaning father, but eventually he became aware of the 


real  world.   He  was  disturbed  by  old age, illness, death, and all forms of 


suffering.   He  left  his  home and family and began a Hindu spiritual journey.  


He  spend six years in the forests of India practicing Hinduism and living as an 


ascetic, but he still was troubled by the reality of suffering.





     After  spending  49  days  sitting  under  a Bo-tree meditating, Siddhartha 


Gautama  became  Buddha  Gautama;  he had finally reached enlightenment.  During 


these  49  days,  tradition says that Gautama was tempted by the evil one, Mara.  


By  resisting  the temptations, he was open to enlightenment.  At this point, he 


had a choice.  He could remain enlightened and be in a state of bliss 
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called  nirvana, having no use for the world of mortal beings, or he could teach 


others  the  way  to enlightenment before he finally died.  Buddha Gautama chose 


to  remain  among  mortals and teach them the Dhamma, the eternal truth to which 


he had awakened.





     At  first,  Buddha  Gautama  and  his  followers  were shramanas, wandering 


ascetic  teachers.   They  wandered  back  and  forth  in the middle part of the 


Ganges  Valley.   Later  the  order  of monks developed a settled way of life as 


communities of Buddhist shramanas began to be established.





     The  teaching  of Buddha Gautama came to be called "the middle way" because 


it  stressed a life between the extreme of sensuality and luxury and the extreme 


of  strict  asceticism.   Buddhists  stress  that  one  doesn't  understand  the 


Buddhist  way  by  intellectual  studies.   They  stress  that,  "If you wish to 


understand the Buddha's doctrine, you must practise it!"





     The  Buddhist  Way.  The path of Buddhism is built on the foundation of the 


FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS:





     l. The fact of suffering as a part of mortal existence


     2.  Suffering is caused by the constant craving of mortals to consume in an 


           effort to ease the uneasiness at the root of their lives.


     3. If one ceases to crave or desire, the suffering will cease.


     4. The way to cease craving or desiring is through the EIGHT-FOLD PATH.





     The  Buddhist path is an expression of three interwoven strands:  morality, 


meditation,  and  wisdom.   These  are  gained and practiced simultaneously, but 


great  stress  is  placed on morality because failure in morality will block the 


development of meditation and wisdom.  The five moral observances are:





     l.  I undertake to not cause injury to living things.


     2.  I undertake to not steal.


     3.  I undertake to not practice sexual immorality.


     4.  I undertake to not tell lies.


     5.  I undertake to not use alcohol and drugs because they cloud the mind.





Some  Buddhists  add  three  additional  moral observances and at least practice 


them  on  special  holy  days.   Together, the eight moral observances are often 


referred to as the eight precepts.  The three additions are:


     


     6.  I undertake to not eat food after midday.


     7.  I undertake to not dance and sing and engage in amusements.


     8.  I undertake to not use garlands, cosmetics, or personal adornment.





     The  eight  precepts  must  not be confused with THE EIGHT-FOLD PATH, which 


is:





     l.  Right understanding--understanding the Four Noble Truths.


     2.  Right thought--being free of lust, ill will, cruelty, and deceit.





     3.  Right speech--not telling lies, hearing tales, using harsh words,


           talking vainly.


     4.  Right bodily action--not killing, stealing, or misbehaving sexually.


     5.  Right livelihood--living in a way that does not harm others.
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     6.  Right moral effort--avoiding evil thoughts and overcoming them to 


           bring forth and maintain good thoughts.


     7.  Right mindfulness--paying attention to all aspects of the body, 


           feelings, and mind.


     8.  Right concentration--concentrating deeply on an object to enter deep 


           meditation.





One  begins  with  faith  [right  understanding and thought], which leads to the 


practice  of morality [right speech, bodily action, and livelihood].  This makes 


meaningful  meditation  [right  morel  effort,  mindfulness,  and concentration] 


possible,  and  all  of  this ultimately leads to wisdom and enlightenment.  So, 


the  Eight-Fold  Path  will  lead to enlightenment because through this process, 


one  will  have  ceased  to  crave  and to suffer.  Now death will not result in 


reincarnation.





Forms  of Buddhism.  As ideas and ways of living are borrowed by other cultures, 


there  is  usually  some  blending  of  the two cultures.  As Buddhism spread to 


other  areas,  changes  took place in it.  The result has been different schools 


of Buddhism.





     Theravada   Buddhism   [referred   to  as  Hinayana  Buddhism  by  Mahayana 


Buddhists]  has  been  called  the  path  of  self-reliance.   It  is popular in 


Thailand,  Sri  Lanka,  and  Burma.  Here the focus is on monasticism.  Most men 


spend  at  least  some  part  [it  may  be quite short] of their lives as monks.  


Attaining  enlightenment  is  up  to  each  individual.   Rituals are considered 


unnecessary in the practice of Buddhism.





     Mahayana  Buddhism  has  been  called  the  path of mutual aid.  It is also 


referred  to  as Northern Buddhism because it developed in countries more to the 


north  of  India like China and Japan [The spread of Theravada Buddhism was more 


to  the  south  of  India].   Mahayana  Buddhism focuses on being a way that all 


people  can  take  to enlightenment, not just monks.  Ritual and prayer are very 


important.   Buddha  Gautama  is  seen  somewhat  as  a  savior.  They study the 


examples  of "saints" called bodhisattvas.  A bodhisattva is a person who delays 


his/her entrance to Nirvana so others may be enlightened by example.





     Zen  Buddhism  has  similarities  to Theravada Buddhism and has been called 


the  path  of  truth  for  yourself.   It  focuses  on  experience  as  a key to 


understanding.   Riddles or koans are used to bring forth understanding from the 


student.    Discipline  is  important  to  clear  the  mind  and  transcend  the 


subject/object  relationship--to  appreciate  the  oneness  of  creation.  It is 


based on Buddha Gautama's flower sermon [in it, he never said a word!].





READINGS:








                      S A M A R A   A N D   N I R V A N A 





     Look  about  and  contemplate  life!   Everything  is transient and nothing 


endures.  There is birth and death, growth and decay . . .








     The  glory  of  the world is like a flower:  it stands in full bloom in the 


morning and fades in the heat of the day.








�
                                  page 17





     Whenever  you  look,  there  is  a  rushing  and a struggling, and an eager 


pursuit  of  pleasure.  There is a panic flight from pain and death, and hot are 


the  flames  of  burning desires.  The world is vanity fair, full of changes and 


transformations.  All is Samsara [the restlessness of a worldly life].





     Is  there  nothing  permanent  in  the  world?   Is  there in the universal 


turmoil  no  resting-place  where  our  troubled heart can find peace?  Is there 


nothing everlasting?





     Oh,  that  we  could  have  cessation  of anxiety, that our burning desires 


would be extinguished!  When shall the mind become tranquil and composed?





     The  Buddha,  our Lord, was grieved at the ills of life.  He saw the vanity 


of  worldly  happiness  and sought salvation in the one thing that will not fade 


or perish, but will abide for ever and ever . . .





               T H E   V A N I T Y   O F   W O R L D L I N E S S 





     There  was  a  poet  who  had  acquired  the  spotless eye of truth, and he 


believed  in  the  Buddha,  whose doctrine gave him peace of mind and comfort in 


the hour of affliction.





     And  it happened that an epidemic swept over the country in which he lived, 


so  that  many  died, and the people were terrified.  some of them trembled with 


fright,  and  in anticipation of their fate were smitten with all the horrors of 


death  before  they  died, while others began to be merry, shouting loudly, "Let 


us  enjoy  ourselves today, for we know not whether tomorrow we shall live;" yet 


in  their  laughter  there was no genuine gladness, but only a mere pretense and 


affectation.





     Among  all those worldly men and women trembling with anxiety, the Buddhist 


poet  lived  in  the time of the pestilence, as usual, calm and undisturbed.  He 


helped  wherever  he  could  and ministered to the sick, soothing their pains by 


medicine and religious consolation.





     And  a  man  came to him and said:  "My heart is nervous and excited, for I 


see  people  die.   I  am  not  anxious  about  others, but I tremble because of 


myself.  Help me; cure me of my fear."





     The  poet  replied:   "There  is help for him who has compassion on others, 


but  there  is  no  help  for  thee  so  long as thou clingest to thine own self 


alone.   Hard  times  try  the  souls  of  men  and teach them righteousness and 


charity.   Canst  thou  witness these sad sights around thee and still be filled 


with  selfishness?   Canst  thou  see thy brothers, sisters, and friends suffer, 


yet not forget the petty cravings and lust of thine own heart?"





     Noticing  the  desolation  in  the  mind  of  the pleasure-seeking man, the 


Buddhist  poet  composed  this  song and taught it to the brethren in the vihara 


[monastery]:





     "Unless refuge you take in the Buddha and find in Nirvana rest


     Your life is but vanity--empty and desolate vanity.


     To see the world is idle, and to enjoy life is empty.


     The world, including man, is but like a phantom, and the hope of heaven is


     as a mirage.
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     "the worldling seeks pleasures fattening himself like a caged fowl.


     But the Buddhist saint flies up to the sun like the wild crane.


     The fowl in the coop has food but will soon be boiled in the pot.


     No provisions are given to the wild crane, but the heavens and the earth


     are his."





                             Z E N   S T O R I E S 





     A  Zen  story  transmits  an  important  truth  that  cannot be received by 


logical  thinking.   The  aim  of  Zen is not to teach, but to awaken and give a 


person  an  awareness  of  the  self  and the surroundings.  Zen's main concern, 


then,  is  with individual experience.  Most of the stories are open-ended.  The 


point  the  story  makes is not stated but implied.  The story must be completed 


by the listener.





     The  Zen  story  does  not  dictate  any  form  of behavior. It suggests or 


implies  a  truth  and  forces  the mind to reflect upon it. This leads to inner 


activity, for enlightenment can only come from within.





                                  A Cup of Tea





     Nan-in,  a  Japanese  master  during  the Meiji era (1868-1912), received a 


university professor who came to inquire about Zen.





     Nan-in served tea.  He poured his visitor's cup full, and kept on pouring.





     The  professor  watched  the  overflow  until  he  no longer could restrain 


himself.  "It is overfull.  No more will go in!"





     "Like  this  cup,"  Nan-in  said,  "you  are  full of your own opinions and 


speculations.  How can I show you Zen unless you first empty your cup?"





                                   The Tunnel





     Zenkai,  the  son  of  a  samurai,  journeyed  to  Edo and there became the 


retainer  of  a high official.  He fell in love with the official's wife and was 


discovered.   In  self-defense, he slew the official.  Then he ran away with the 


wife.





     Both  of  them  later  became  thieves.   But  the woman was so greedy that 


Zenkai  grew  disgusted.   Finally,  leaving  her,  he journeyed far away to the 


province  of  Buzen,  where  he became a wandering mendicant [beggar or begging, 


spiritual pilgrim].





     To  atone for his past, Zenkai resolved to accomplish some good deed in his 


lifetime.   Knowing  of  a dangerous road over a cliff that had caused the death 


and  injury  of  many  persons, he resolved to cut a tunnel through the mountain 


there.





     Begging  food  in  the  daytime, Zenkai worked at night digging his tunnel.  


when  thirty  years  had  gone by, the tunnel was 2,280 feet long, 20 feet high, 


and 30 feet wide.





     Two  years  before  the  work was completed, the son of the official he had 


slain,  who  was  a skillful swordsman, found Zenkai out and came to kill him in 


revenge.
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     "I  will  give  you  my  life willingly," said Zenkai.  "Only let me finish 


this work.  On the day it is completed, then you may kill me."





     So  the  son  awaited  the  day.   Several months passed and Zenkai kept on 


digging.   The  son  grew  tired  of  doing  nothing  and began to help with the 


digging.   After  he had helped for more than a year, he came to admire Zenkai's 


strong will and character.





     At  last the tunnel was completed and the people could use it and travel in 


safety.





     "Now cut off my head," said Zenkai.  "My work is done."





     "How  can  I  cut  off  my  own teacher's head?" asked the younger man with 


tears in his eyes.





                                    A Parable





     Buddha told a parable in a sutra:





     A  man  traveling  across  a field encountered a tiger.  He fled, the tiger 


after  him.   coming  to  a precipice, he caught hold of the root of a wild vine 


and  swung  himself  down  over  the edge.  The tiger sniffed at him from above.  


Trembling,  the  man  looked down to where, far below, another tiger was waiting 


to eat him.  Only the vine sustained him.





     Two  mice,  one  white and one black, little by little started to gnaw away 


the  vine.   The man saw a luscious strawberry near him.  Grasping the vine with 


one hand, he plucked the strawberry with the other.  How sweet it tasted!
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                      S U M M A R Y   O F   J U D A I S M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:   Information about Judaism may be found in your textbook  


on pages 34-35, 39, 103, 116, 123, 214, and 231.





FOUNDER:   Abraham  is  called the father of Judaism because the Hebrew [Jewish]   


people  became  the  "Chosen  People"  when  God  established  his covenant with 


Abraham.   Moses  is often referred to as the founder of the religion of Judaism 


because  he  is  given  credit  for writing the Torah or the Law [the first five 


books  of  the  Old Testament].  The religion took shape as Moses led the Hebrew 


people  through the desert for forty years as they went from slavery in Egypt to 


freedom in the "Promised Land."  This period is known as the Exodus.





DATE OF FOUNDING:  Around 1300 B.C.





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  In the area of modern Israel and Jordan in the Middle East.





MODERN DISTRIBUTION:  Mostly in Israel, Europe, and the Western Hemisphere.





CONCEPT  OF  GOD:   God  is referred to as Yahweh and sometimes as Jehovah.  The    


Jews  are  often called the first monotheists [believers in one god].  That is a 


debatable  point,  but  it  is  true  that  Judaism  did develop into a strongly 


monotheistic  religion.   Yahweh  is  a  personal  god who is concerned with the 


individuals as well as with the whole "Chosen People."





SACRED  WRITINGS:   The  Torah  contains the Law revealed by God.  These are the    


first  five  books  of what Christians call the Old Testament:  Genesis, Exodus, 


Leviticus,  Numbers,  and  Deuteronomy.   All the books of the Old Testament are 


considered  to be from God.  Jewish scholars spend much time studying the Talmud 


which  is made up of commentaries on the Torah.  These commentaries were written 


by  respected  Rabbis  [religious  teachers],  and  are referred to as the "oral 


law."





IMPORTANT LEADERS:  Moses, David, and the prophets of the Old Testament.





NUMBER OF BELIEVERS:  18,075,400





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   At  the  time  of  the Roman occupation of the Holy Land,      


there  were  several  important subdivisions or sects in Judaism.  The sect from 


which  the modern branches of Judaism developed was the Pharisees. They believed 


in  strictly  following  all the rules of Judaism.  They had derived hundreds of 


laws  from the laws written in the Torah.  Custom, ritual, and following all the 


rules,  even  those handed down by oral tradition, were important to them.  They 


considered  themselves  a  separated  people devoted to the study of the law.  A 


group  that strongly opposed the Pharisees was the Sadducees.  These were mainly 


descendants  of  the  priestly,  aristocratic  class of Jews.  They rejected the 


idea  of  the  resurrection  of the dead, the belief in angels, and the parts of 


the  law  that  had  been handed down by oral tradition.   The Samaritans were a 


group  of  people  who  were descendants of Jews who had married non-Jews.  They 


did  not  practice  their  religion  exactly  as  other  Jews  did  and were not 


considered  to  be  Jews  by  the  rest  of  the Jewish people.  The Jews had an 


intense  dislike  for  the  Samaritans.   The  Zealots  were  a Jewish sect that 


fanatically  opposed  the  Roman rule of the Holy Land.  They were waiting for a 


Messiah  to  come and lead them in battle to drive out the Romans.  Finally, the 


Essenes lived in a monastic, ascetic community that shunned urban life.
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     When  the  Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D., many Jews were driven out 


or  fled  from  the  Holy Land, Palestine.  They lived in exile in many parts of 


the  world, particularly in Europe and Asia. The Diaspora, the great dispersion, 


refers  to this time of being in exile outside of the Holy Land.  The major sect 


to  survive  this  experience was the Pharisees.  Out of the Pharisaic tradition 


developed most of the modern branches of Judaism.





     The  Britannica  Book  of  the  Year  1988 lists three groups of Jews:  the 


Ashkenazim--84%,  the  Orientals--10%, and the Sephardim--4%.  The Sephardim are 


the  descendants  of  the  Jews  who  lived  in  Spain  and  Portugal before the 


Inquisition  conducted  by  the  Catholic  Church.   The descendants of Jews who 


settled  in  middle  and  northern  Europe  after the  Diaspora are known as the 


Ashkenazim.   The  Orientals  are  the  descendants  of Jews who settled in Asia 


after the Diaspora.





     In  the  United  States, most of the Jewish people are probably descendants 


of  the  Ashkenazim.   In  the  United States today, there are three branches of 


Judaism:   Orthodox,  Conservative, and Reformed.  The Orthodox Jews try to live 


strictly  according  to  the  Torah.   They  try to practice all of the rules of 


Judaism.   Men  and  women  sit separately in the synagogue and the services are 


all  in  Hebrew.   Orthodox Jews still await the Messiah.  The Conservative Jews 


try  to remain true to the Torah, but they do make some concessions to living in 


a  modern  society.   The Reformed Jews are the most liberal branch.  They often 


use  English  for  much  of  their  religious  services.  They do not follow the 


dietary  laws  of the Torah as strictly as the Orthodox Jews.  While they try to 


live  the spirit of the Torah, they make more concessions to modern times.  They 


also  emphasize  the  more  universal  aspects  of  Judaism.   They stressed the 


prophetic  role  of  Judaism  (ethical requirements of the faith), more than the 


rabbinic  elements   (the ritual requirements).  The Orthodox and the Reform are 


the  extremes  in  the U.S. and the Conservative Jews are somewhere in a middle-


ground between them.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:   There  are  no  formal  priests  or clergy in Judaism.  The      


Rabbi  is  a  teacher.   The  Rabbi  may  play  a  greater role in the religious 


services,  but,  essentially, the Rabbi is a layman.  A Jew may seek advice from 


a  Rabbi,  but the Rabbi has no special authority to tell another Jew what to do 


or  not  to  do.   In  recent  years, some women have become Rabbis and serve in 


Reformed synagogues [places of worship].





HOLY  PLACES:   Jerusalem  is  the most holy place for Jews.  That is where King    


David  ruled.   That  is  where  King  Solomon built the temple and where it was 


rebuilt  after  the  Babylonian  Captivity.   Today, only part of the foundation 


still  exists  and  is  called the Wailing Wall.  Many Jews come to this wall to 


pray.





SPECIAL  CUSTOMS:   The Torah prohibits eating certain foods [particularly pork]  


and  gives  rules  for  preparing  other  foods.  Food prepared according to the 


Torah  is  kosher.  Orthodox Jews eat only kosher food; whereas, Reform Jews may 


not keep totally kosher homes.





     Male  Jewish babies are circumcised as a mark of the covenant with God that 


made them the Chosen people.  When a Jewish male reaches the age of 13 [the 


age  of  religious responsibility], he becomes a man.  This is celebrated in the 


ceremony  known  as  bar  mitzvah.  Among Conservative and Reform congregations, 


there  is  a  similar  ceremony for females when they reach the age of religious 


responsibility.  This is called bat mitzvah.





�
                                  page 22





SPECIAL  DAYS/SEASONS:   The  Sabbath  is  observed  every  week from sundown on       


Friday  to  sundown  on  Saturday.   The  home  is  central  to  Jewish life and 


worship.   Religious  rituals  at  home are important on most special days.  The 


Ten  Days  of  Penitence  are  observed  in  the  month  of Tishri in the Jewish 


calendar.   They begin with Rosh Hashonah (the New Year) and end with Yom Kippur 


(the  Day  of  Atonement).   Passover  (Pesach)  is  an eight-day festival which 


commemorates  the  Exodus  and  occurs  in  the  spring.   Other  festivals  are 


Hanukkah,  Purim,  Succos,  Shebuot,  etc.   Students  are  invited  to  look up 


additional information about these religious festivals.





SYMBOLS:   Two  common  symbols  of  Judaism  are  the Star of David [it has six       


points]  and  the  menorah  [a  special  candle  holder  that usually holds nine 


candles].





SHAPING  EVENTS:   During the Exodus from Egypt, the religion took shape and the 


monotheistic  concept  was  clarified.  Tradition states that this was a 40 year 


period.





     The  Golden  Age  of  kings  Saul,  David,  and Solomon were a highpoint of 


Jewish  power  and  pride.   After  these  times had passed, many Jews wished to 


return to a time like this.





     The  Babylonian  Captivity  involved  the  destruction  of  the  Temple  in 


Jerusalem  and  the removal of thousands of Jews to Babylon.  Here the synagogue 


form  of  worship developed because it was impossible to worship at the Temple--


they were hundreds of miles away from its ruins.





     Under  the Persian king Cyrus, the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem 


and  rebuild  their  temple.   The  rededication of the Temple and of the Jewish 


people  as  God's  Chosen People was an important event.  It confirmed that God, 


in  his  own  time,  would help them out of every difficulty in which they found 


themselves.





     The  Revolt  of  the  Maccabees to eliminate Greek influence on Judaism was 


another  time  of  rededication.   Idols were removed from the Temple and it was 


rededicated to Yahweh.  Jews celebrate this event at Hanukkah.





     The  final  destruction  of  the  Temple in 70 A.D. by the Romans began the 


time of the Diaspora.





     The  Holocaust  in  Germany in the 1930's and 1940's gave added life to the 


Zionist  movement  [a movement to recreate a Jewish homeland in the Middle East] 


which  began  around  1919.   The  restoration  of  the  State of Israel in 1948 


established  that homeland.  That precipitated a series of wars with the Muslims 


who  lived  in  and  around  that  area.   This  tense  situation  is  still not 


completely resolved.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND  GOALS:  Judaism teaches that sin is the failure to do right 


and  is  a  denial  of  one's  own  nature.   In the Book of Genesis, God called 


everything he made "good," so human nature is considered fundamentally good.





     Jews  believe  that  they  have  a special relationship with God.  This has 


given  sense  and  purpose to history, to pain, and to all that happens.  Belief 


in  this  special  relationship  has  enabled the Jews to survive many difficult 


times  of  persecution.   They  believe  that  God  is the source of justice and 
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righteousness.   When  they  stray  from  God's  ways,  it is only just that God 


punishes  them with war and suffering.  Their scriptures show them that whenever 


their  ancestors  acknowledged  their wrongs and asked for forgiveness, God came 


to their rescue and renewed the covenant with them.





     The  following  list  summarizes  much of the beliefs of the Jewish people.  


Since  each  congregation  is  autonomous,  there is no "official" list that all 


Jews must accept:





     l.   There  is  only  one God in the Universe - the God of the Hebrews [the    


           God of Abraham].


     2.   Judaism's  God  is  one  of  hope--He  created the world for one noble       


           purpose which is to prepare humanity for Heaven.


     3.   Life  is not a burden to be escaped as soon as possible, but a gift to  


           be lived according to God's will or desire.


     4.   Humans  are  dust  but  also have a spark of the divine in them in the     


           form of a soul.


     5.   Humans  are  fashioned  in the image of God -- that is above all, they    


           have freedom.


     6.   Humans  exercise  this  freedom  when  choosing between good and evil,      


           which they face daily.


     7.  There is a belief in a Heaven and a Hell after death.  One's 


           destination  depends  on  whether the person has chosen good or evil.  


           God will be the judge.


     8.   Humans acquire wisdom and strength to make the right choices by loving 


           and imitating God.


     9.   Judaism  awaits  a  Messiah  who will come from Yahweh, whose identity     


           will  not  be known, but who will restore Jewish independence or lead 


           them back to the promised land.


     10.  Judaism believes in the immortality of the soul.


     11.   The  purpose  of Judaism is to guide humans in their attempts to find   


           God's will.





READINGS:





"Jews Assuming Social Responsibility"                 St. Louis Post-Dispatch


by Edward B. Fiske                                    Sunday, November 8, 1970





     NEW  YORK, Nov. 7--Ever since the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem in 


70  A.D.,  Jews  have  prayed for a return to their Palestinian homeland.  Their 


hope  is  rooted  in  the  Lord's  promise  to  "give the land of Canaan as your 


portion for an inheritance" (Psalm 105).








     With  the  founding of the State of Israel in 1948, this hope was realized, 


and, in effect, centuries of diaspora existence were ended.





     For  obvious  reasons,  however, Jews found themselves preoccupied with the 


political  and  military  aspects  of  the  young  state,  rather  than with its 


religious aspect.





     Recently  a  group  of  Jewish  and Christian theologians gathered at Seton 


Hall University to reflect on the religious meaning of Israel.





                                   New Urgency


     For  many,  even  "secularized"  Jews  who  after  the Six Day War of 1967, 


discovered  their  emotional involvement with Israel, the religious dimension of 


the state is taking on new urgency for both faiths.
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     For  Jews,  the  significance  was  summarized by Rabbi Irving Greenberg, a 


progressive  young  orthodox  thinker  from  Yeshiva  University.  He noted that 


Jewish liturgy traditionally had focused on events from the distant past.





     He  went  on  to  observe  however,  that present-day Jews have experienced 


within  their  own  lifetimes  two  "overwhelming"  events  of major theological 


significance that are potentially capable of "supplanting the old orientation."





     The  first  was  the  destruction  of 6,000,000 Jews by the Nazis, an event 


that  "has  a  major  capacity  to  blot  out  the  Emancipation [Exodus] as the 


orientating experience of the Jewish people."





     The  second has been the subsequent emergence of the State of Israel, which 


stands as a counter-affirmation that "God is faithful to His promises."





     To  Rabbi  Greenberg,  the two events, taken together, signify that God has 


continued   to  single  out  the  Jewish  people  for  a  special  "destiny  and 


existence."   More  pragmatically, they mean that Jews must make a psychological 


shift from a condition of powerlessness to one of social responsibility.





     The  emergence of the State of Israel, he said, brings to an end the period 


of  "exiled Judaism," when Jews had only marginal control over their own destiny 


and  the  lives  of others and when "the task of religion was to give dignity to 


the powerless.





     "Prophets  can  rely  on  spiritual  power  and  make  absolute demands for 


righteousness," he said.  "Governments have obligations to protect people."





     Rabbi  Greenberg  said  that  religious leaders must now learn to reconcile 


ethical  absolutes  with political realities.  "In a sense," he continued, "what 


is  being  said in Israel to Judaism is:  Put up or shut up.  Don't just talk or 


preach ideals -- carry them out."





                             Problem for Christians


     For  Christians,  the  emergence  of  the State of Israel poses problems of 


equal  magnitude.   Orthodox  Christianity  has traditionally viewed the loss of 


the  Holy  Land  as a sign that the Jews have fallen out of God's favor and that 


the  truths  of  Judaism  have  been  supplanted  by  the  fuller revelations of 


Christianity.





     The  rebirth  of  the  State  of  Israel,  however,  has now made this view 


untenable.





     Charlotte  Klein,  a  Roman  Catholic  nun who teaches at the University of 


Frankfurt,   for  instance,  said  that  Christian  theologians  must  begin  to 


acknowledge  that  despite the unique role ascribed to Christ, Judaism continues 


to have "permanent validity" in the salvation process.





     The  Christians  most  eager  to  endorse  this  view  have been Protestant 


Fundamentalists,  such as evangelist Billy Graham, who regard events such as the 


reunification  of  Jerusalem  as  the fulfillment of biblical prophecy and signs 


that the Second Coming of Christ is fast approaching.





                                  More Complex


     For  others  the  problem  is  a good deal more complex.  The other-worldly 


nature  of much of Christian orthodoxy makes it difficult for Christians to deal 


with something like the Jewish notion of the religious importance of land.
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     The  Rev.  Cornelius  Rijk,  director  of  the Vatican Office for Catholic-


Jewish  Relations,  told  the  assembled  scholars  at  Seton  Hall  that recent 


developments  had  made  the  emergence  of  a  Christian  theology  of Israel a 


possibility.





     One  is  the  growing interest among Catholics in the Bible, especially the 


Old  Testament.   Another  is  the  increasingly  open attitude among Christians 


toward other religions of all kinds.





     Although  the  problem  is  far from solved, Father Rijk suggested that the 


answer  could  lie  in the traditional Christian view that divine revelation did 


not  end  in  ancient  times  but  is  a  continuing  reality.   Despite current 


differences,  he  said,  Jews  and  Christians  stand  side by side with partial 


truths  awaiting  God's  final  revelation  and the initiation of the Kingdom of 


God.





     Wherever  the  solution  may  lie,  however,  the  fact  is  that Christian 


theologians already have a new attitude toward Judaism.





     Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Committee summed it up.  "The 


Jewish  people," he said, "are being perceived in their own terms rather than as 


candidates for conversion."
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                 S U M M A R Y   O F   C H R I S T I A N I T Y 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:   Information  can  be  found  in  your textbook on pages       


136-141,  145-147,  150, 159-163, 169, 175, 180-182, and 369-377.  Your book has 


more   information   about   Christianity   than  other  religions,  because  it  


influences Western Civilization.





FOUNDER:   Jesus  practiced  the  Jewish  religion  in  which he was raised.  He 


called  the  Jews  of that time to live the "spirit" of the Law, rather than the 


"letter" of the law.





DATE OF FOUNDING:  30 A.D.





PLACE  OF  FOUNDING:   Palestine--in the Middle East where Israel and Jordan are 


today.





MODERN  DISTRIBUTION:   Europe,  Western  Hemisphere,  Australia,  with sizeable      


numbers in Africa and some in Asia.





CONCEPT  OF  GOD:  Christianity is monotheistic, believing in one God.  That God  


is  seen  as  a  Trinity:   one  God,  but in three persons.  The persons of the 


Trinity  are  the Father [creator], Son [redeemer], and Holy Spirit (Holy Ghost) 


[sustainer  or  nurturer].   The  reality  of  three  persons  in  one  being is 


completely  beyond  the  experience  or  comprehension  of  human  beings.  Most 


Christian  denominations  explain  that  this  reality is a mystery beyond human 


understanding  and  must  be  accepted  on  faith.   Jesus  is  accepted by most 


Christian  denominations  as  both  human and God:  the Son, or second person of 


the  Trinity.   The  God  of the Christians is a personal God who is believed to 


desire   an  intimate,  personal  relationship  with  his  followers.   This  is 


accomplished  when  believers accept God [how this happens  may differ among the 


denominations] and receive the Holy Spirit within themselves.





SACRED  WRITINGS:   The scriptures are the Old Testament [the Hebrew scriptures]  


plus  the  New Testament which contains four Gospels, The Acts of the  Apostles, 


letters  to  the early churches, and the book of Revelations.  The New Testament 


tells  about  the  life  of  Jesus  and   a New Covenant with all people through 


Jesus.





IMPORTANT  LEADERS:  John the Baptist [prepared the way for Jesus], the Apostles 


[excluding  Judas  Iscariot  and  including  Paul],  and the four Gospel writers 


[Matthew,  Mark, Luke, and John] are among the early important leaders.  Notable 


among  the  early  leaders  are  St.  Peter, who was the first leader [Catholics 


believe  him to have been the first Pope], and St. Paul, who spread the faith to 


the Gentiles [non-Jews].





     Other  important  Christian  leaders  were  St. Augustine,  St.  Francis of 


Assisi,  St. Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Knox, John Wesley, 


Pope  John  XXIII,  and  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.   A  great 20th century 


Christian  by her example is Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  Students are encouraged 


to  read  more  about  these people, particularly the 20th century ones:  Mother 


Teresa, Pope John XXIII, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.





NUMBER OF BELIEVERS:  1,644,396,500


     Roman Catholic--926,194,600


     Eastern Orthodox--160,063,500


     Others--558,138,400


The Britannica Book of the Year 1988 was the source of these statistics.
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MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   The  many  Christian  denominations   may be divided into    


four  categories.   Each  denomination has its own history and perspective.  Any 


attempt  to  catagorize or explain the divisions in Christianity would be nearly 


impossible.   This  explanation  as  an  attempt  to  simplify  what  seems very 


confusing.   The  four  categories  are:   the  Roman  Catholic Church,  Eastern 


Orthodox churches, Protestant churches, and separate, non-protestant churches. 





     As  with  most  religions,  the  early  unity  of Christianity was split by 


disagreements  about  the  meaning  of scripture, the practice of the faith, and 


the  governance of the Church.  The first major split came in 1054 A.D. when the 


church  of the Byzantine Empire separated from the main body of the Church.  The 


disagreement  was  about  the  leadership  of  the  Church.   The  Patriarch  of 


Constantinople  refused  to accept the Pope in Rome as the absolute ruler of the 


Church.   Basically,  the  Latin-speaking  churches followed the Pope and formed 


the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  while the Greek-speaking churches became known as 


the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church.   In  the  Eastern Orthodox Church, no bishop is 


considered  to  have  authority over any other bishop.   In the Eastern Orthodox 


Churches,  the  language of  each nationality became the language of that branch 


of  the Eastern Orthodox Church.  The use of national languages didn't happen in 


the  Roman Catholic Church until the 1960's after the Vatican II council.  These 


two   branches  remain quite close in their theology, but differ on the subjects  


of  authority  and  the marriage of priests.  The Roman Catholic Church  teaches 


that  the  Pope  is  the  absolute ruler, above all other bishops, and can speak 


infallibly  on  matters  of faith and morals.  In fact, Popes  rarely speak with 


infallible authority:  it may happen only a few times in a century.





     In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  before  the  year  1517,  most people who 


differed  significantly  with  the  teachings  of  the  leadership  in Rome were 


branded  as  heretics  [one who teaches or believes false doctrine] and executed 


[frequently  burned  at the stake] to protect the Church from  being led astray.  


Martin  Luther  succeeded  in  questioning  some  teachings and practices of the 


Church  because  he  was protected by German Princes and the printing press made 


it  possible to spread his teachings.  He was excommunicated [separated from the 


Church]  by  the  Pope in 1521.  Those who followed him established the Lutheran 


Church  and  were called Protestants because they had "protested."  At this time 


in  European  history,  it  was  possible  for this to succeed, as Martin Luther 


showed.   Other  dissenters  who didn't agree with Martin Luther made successful 


protests  and  started other denominations.  John Calvin and John Knox were such 


dissenters.    Many   of   these  early  Protestant  churches  also  split  over 


differences  in belief and ritual.  Today, there may be more than 100 Protestant 


denominations.





     The  Anglican  Church  [the  Church of England] family is often included in 


the  Protestant  family.   King  Henry  VIII  was responsible for the split with 


Rome.   Theologically  and    ritually, Henry VIII agreed with Rome.  When Henry 


VIII  wrote  a  denunciation of Martin Luther and the Protestants, the Pope gave 


Henry VIII  the  title  "Defender  of the Faith."  When the Pope would not grant 


Henry  VIII  an annulment for his first marriage for what seemed to be political 


reasons  [Henry's  wife  was  related to the powerful king of Spain], Henry VIII 


proclaimed  himself  the  head  of  the  Church  in England.  Henry's bishops in 


England  granted  his  request  and  he  was  able  to marry Ann Boleyn. As time 


passed,  differences,  other  than that of leadership, did develop. The Anglican 


Church  family  has  allowed  priests and bishops to marry.  In some branches of 


the Anglican Church family women are being ordained as priests.
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     The  fourth  category,  non-Protestant churches, includes churches that are 


not  rooted  in  the Protestant Reformation.  Baptists claim to have a tradition 


as  old  as  Christianity  itself  and claim a separate line of development.  It 


might  be  seen as developing parallel to  but not branching off from the Church 


led  by  the  Bishop of Rome [Pope].  In more recent times, some persons claimed 


new  revelations  from  God  in   addition  to those found in the Bible.  Joseph 


Smith  claimed  an  additional  revelation  in  the  Book of Mormon.  He was the 


founder  of  The  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints [frequently called 


the Mormon Church].





     In  1988,  Pope  John  Paul  II  excommunicated a French bishop, Archbishop 


Marcel  Lefebvre.   Lefebvre  had  protested against many of the  changes in the 


Church  liturgy  that  resulted  from the  Vatican II council.  Lefebvre and his 


followers  were  using  the  form  of  worship  [Mass] in Latin as it was before 


Vatican  II.   Will  he  retain  his  followers?   He  has  ordained priests and 


consecrated  new  bishops  who agree with his beliefs.  It is too soon to see if 


this  will  be  a new Christian denomination or  whether it will eventually fade 


out  of  existence.  Lefebvre had defied the Pope for more than ten years.  Pope 


John  Paul  II  seemed to be trying to  work out a compromise with Lefebvre, but 


when  Lefebvre  went  against  the  Pope's  direct  orders  and  consecrated new 


bishops,  the Pope made the break complete by excommunicating Lefebvre and those 


who continue to follow him. 





     Christianity  seems  to  have  more  subdivisions  than  any  of  the major 


religions,  and  the  relationships  among  them  can  seem very complicated and 


confusing.   Another  explanation  might  be  that  we notice the divisions more 


because Christianity has become an important part of our culture.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:   There is great variety among Christian denominations.  Some 


have  highly  developed  systems  of  leadership  and  authority,  such  as  the  


Catholic  Church:   Pope, Cardinals [who must be bishops], Bishops, Priests, and 


Deacons.   In  others, there is no formal leadership and no ordained clergy.  In 


between  these  extremes,  there  is great variety.  The most  common leadership 


titles  in  Christian  churches are:  Bishops, Priests,  Ministers, and Deacons.  


Some  denominations  require  much  formal  training  and education to become an 


ordained  minister,  whereas  in  other,  the minister is elected from among the 


laity  [people  who  are  not   members of the clergy] of the church and may not 


need any formal training.





HOLY PLACES:  Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Rome





SPECIAL  DAYS/SEASONS:   Advent,  the  season  preparing  for Christmas when the      


birth  of  Jesus  is  celebrated; Lent, the season preparing for Easter when the 


resurrection  of  Jesus  is  celebrated;  and Good Friday, a day near the end of 


Lent  [during  the  last week--holy week] when the death of Jesus is remembered.  


Easter  is  the  most  important  holiday  because  it celebrates the event that 


Christians  believe  confirms  that  they too will rise again, conquering death, 


and joining Jesus in Heaven.





SYMBOLS:   The cross or the crucifix [shows Jesus on the cross as opposed to the 


bare cross].





SHAPING EVENTS:  There were a number of events that shaped Christianity:





     1.  The birth of Jesus.


     2.  The crucifixion of Jesus.


     3.  The resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  
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     4.  Pentecost--the Apostles received the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues.


     5.  The term "Christian" is first used in Antioch around 40 A.D.


     6.  Paul receives approval for preaching to the Gentiles.


     7.  The Roman persecutions resulted in many Christians dying for their


           faith.


     8.  Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire in


           313 A.D.  The Church takes on the imperial structure as a model for


           its organization.


     9.  The spread of Islam in the Middle East and North Africa cuts


           Christianity off from its roots and causes the European culture to


           dominate its development.


     10.  The Battle of Tours stops the Muslim advance from Spain to France.


     11.  The Great Schism in 1054 A.D.


     12.  Martin Luther challenges the authority of Rome in 1516 A.D.


     13.  Pope John XXIII calls for a Church Council and initiates ecumenical


           contacts with other Christians in 1959.





MAJOR  BELIEFS AND GOALS:  Christians believe that humans need to be redeemed or 


saved  because  when Adam and Eve [the first humans] sinned, all humanity became 


"tainted"  with  what some Christians call Original Sin.  By accepting Jesus and 


being  baptised  is  the  way  to  remove  that  obstacle of sin between God and 


humans.





     Most  Christians  believe  that Jesus was both God and human.  They believe 


that  he  had a human mother, Mary, and a divine father, God.  They believe that 


Mary  was  a  virgin  when  she  conceived  Jesus and gave birth.  Denominations 


differ  about  whether  or  not  she remained a virgin for the rest of her life.  


They  believe  that Jesus' birth fulfilled prophecies that were contained in the 


Hebrew scriptures [Old Testament].





     They  believe  that  Jesus'  public  life  lasted about three years, during 


which  he  attracted  twelve  disciples  and many followers.  There is agreement 


about  his  mission:   to call the Jewish people back to the spirit of their own 


scriptures  and to establish a New Covenant that would be the fulfillment of the 


Covenant  and  promises  of  the Old Testament.  They believe that Jesus came to 


proclaim  and  establish  the  Kingdom  of  God [there is not complete agreement 


about  what this means, but nearly all Christians accept it].  They believe that 


this Kingdom is a spiritual one.





     That  Jesus  lived,  taught,  and  died  are  historical facts.  Christians 


believe  that  Jesus rose from the dead three days after he died--they call this 


the  resurrection.   Most Christians believe that eventually all Christians will 


rise  from  the  dead.   Nearly  all  Christians believe that Jesus will come to 


earth  again  during  the  "End Times."  While they agree that this will happen, 


there  is  much  disagreement  about  when  it  will  be and exactly how it will 


happen.   Most  Christians believe that one can only reach Heaven through belief 


in Jesus as their savior and their God.





     Some additional teachings that are accepted by most Christians are:





     l.  No person really dies because the soul is eternal, and after the


           resurrection there will be eternal life.


     2.  All persons can be saved.


     3.  God calls us as his children to love one another.


     4.  Repentance for our sins is the basis for transformation.


     5.  Righteousness is not necessarily the result of ritual and rules.


     6.  Salvation is the reward for faith.


     7.  The grace of God is available to humans through Jesus.
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     In  some  Christian  denominations,  like  the  Catholic  Church, there are 


rituals  which  are believed to be special encounters with God.  They are called 


sacraments  by  some  and ordinances by others.  The Catholic Church believes in 


seven  sacraments.   All  Christian denominations practice at least one of them, 


and  many  practice  many  of  them in some form or other.  The seven sacraments 


are:





     1.   Baptism  -  entry  into  the  Church.  Sprinkling with or immersion in      


           water  and the anointing with oil.  Some denominations baptize babies 


           while others only baptize adults.  [All practice this one.]


     2.   Reconciliation  [Penance  or  Confession]  -  confessing  of  sins and        


           receiving absolution [forgiveness].  


     3.   Holy  Eucharist  [Communion or The Lord's Supper] - bread and wine are   


           blessed and distributed to the faithful.


     4.   Confirmation - full entry into the Church [as an adult].  A completion 


           of  what  began  at  Baptism.   In  some  denominations,  adults  are 


           baptized  and  receive  the  Eucharist  and  Confirmation  all in one 


           ceremony, and it is considered to be one ceremony rather than three.


     5.   Matrimony  -  Marriage  is  sacred in all Christian denominations, but     


           some  will  allow  divorced  persons to remarry, whereas the Catholic 


           church  does  not.   Monogamy  has  been the norm for practically all 


           Christian denominations.


     6.  Holy Orders - being ordained a priest or minister.


     7.   Rite  of the Sick - the anointing of ill or dying persons with oil and  


           the  saying  of  prayers  asking for strengthening.  Among Catholics, 


           this used to be called the "Last Rites."





READINGS:





         S t .   T h o m a s   A q u i n a s   O f f e r s   P r o o f 


                 o f   t h e   E x i s t e n c e   o f   G o d 





     What  was  the relationship between knowledge derived from human reason and 


knowledge  derived  from  divine revelation?  Medieval philosophers were vitally 


concerned  with  this question, especially after they became acquainted with the 


works  of Aristotle.  As Aristotle's influence increased, philosophers undertook 


the  task  of  reconciling  his  writings with the sacred scriptures themselves.  


Scholasticism  is  the term used to describe these various attempts to reconcile 


reason and faith.





     The  greatest  of  the scholastic philosophers and the one whose works have 


been   most   influential  was  the  thirteenth-century  Dominican,  St.  Thomas 


Aquinas.   He  argues  that  there  was no essential conflict between reason and 


faith.   God  had  given  man reason for his use in understanding the world; God 


had  provided  revelation  for  man's salvation.  Each had its separate province 


and  both were essential.  Revelation, of course, could not err and sound reason 





would  not  arrive  at  conclusions that contradicted revelation.  Therefore, in 


the  event  of  a  conflict  between reason and faith, Aquinas insisted that the 


error must be sought in human logic.





     Although  Thomas Aquinas has become the most influential philosopher in the 


Catholic  Church, he did not meet with universal approval in his day.  His great 


reliance on reason and logic created considerable suspicion.
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     The following selection is from his Summa Theologica.





           The existence of God can be proved in five ways.





           The  first  and more manifest way is the argument from motion.  It is 


     certain,  and  evident  to our senses, that in the world some things are in 


     motion.   Now whatever is moved is moved by another . . . . It is therefore 


     impossible  that  in the same respect and in the same way a thing should be 


     both  mover  and  moved,  i.e.,  that  it  should  move itself.  Therefore, 


     whatever  is  moved must be moved by another.  If that by which it is moved 


     be  itself  moved,  then this also must needs be moved by another, and that 


     by  another  again.   But this cannot go on to infinity, because then there 


     would  be  no  first mover . . . . Therefore it is necessary to arrive at a 


     first   mover,   moved  by  no  other;  and  this  [first  mover]  everyone 


     understands to be God.


     


           The  second  way  is  from  the nature of efficient cause [that force 


     which  brings  about  an  effect or a change].  In the world of [nature] we 


     find  there  is  an  order  of  efficient  causes.   There is no case known 


     (neither  is  it,  indeed,  possible)  in  which a thing is found to be the 


     efficient  cause  of  itself;  for so it would be prior to itself [it would 


     have  to  precede  itself],  which  is  impossible  . . . . Therefore it is 


     necessary  to  admit  a  first efficient cause, to which everyone gives the  


     name of God.


     


           the  third  way is taken from possibility and necessity . . . . If at 


     one  time  nothing  was  in  existence,  it  would have been impossible for 


     anything  to  have  begun  to  exist;  and  thus  now  nothing  would be in 


     existence  --  which  is  absurd.  Therefore,  not  all  beings  are merely 


     possible,  but  there  must  exist  something  the  existence  of  which is 


     necessary.   But  every  necessary thing either has its necessity caused by 


     another,  or  not.   Now it is impossible to go on to infinity in necessary 


     things  which  have  their necessity caused by another, as has been already 


     proved  in  regard  to efficient causes.  Therefore we cannot but admit the 


     existence  of  some  being  having  of  itself  its  own necessity, and not  


     receiving  it  from  another, but rather causing in others their necessity.  


     This all men speak of as God.


     


           The  fourth  way  is  taken from the gradation to be found in things.  


     Among  beings  there are some more and some less good, true, noble, and the 


     like.   But  more  and  less  are  predicted of [based on] different things 


     according  as  they resemble in their different ways something which is the 


     maximum,  as  a  thing  is  said  to  be hotter according as it more nearly 


     resembles  that  which  is  hottest;  so  that  there is something which is  


     truest,  something  best,  something  noblest, and, consequently, something 


     which  is  most  being,  for  these  things  that are greatest in truth are 


     greatest  in  being  .  . . . Now the maximum in any genus is the source of 


     all  in  that genus, as fire, which is the maximum of heat, is the cause of 


     all  hot  things . . . . Therefore there must also be something which is to 


     all  beings  the cause of their being goodness, and every other perfection; 


     and this we call God.


     


           The  fifth  way  is  taken  from the governance of the world.  We see 


     that  things  which lack knowledge, such as natural bodies, act for an end,  


     and  this  is  evident  from  their acting always, or nearly always, in the 
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     same  way,  so  as  to obtain the best result.  Hence it is plain that they 


     achieve  their  end,  not  fortuitously  [by  chance],  but  designedly [by 


     design].   Now  whatever  lacks knowledge cannot move toward an end, unless 


     it  be  directed  by some being endowed with knowledge and intelligence; as 


     the  arrow  is  directed  by  the archer.  Therefore some intelligent being 


     exists  by  whom  all  natural  things  are directed to their end; and this 


     being we call God.
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                        T H E   F A M I L Y   T R E E : 


                J U D A I S M   A N D   C H R I S T I A N I T Y 











This page gets a chart of the  relationship of Judaism and Christianity.
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                         S U M M A R Y   O F   I S L A M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:  Information about Islam can be found in your textbook on 


pages 187-192, 195-197, 203-206, and 214-215.





FOUNDER:  Muhammud





DATE  OF  FOUNDING:   The  Hijra  in 622 A.D. is considered the beginning of the 


Muslim  era.   The  Hijra was the "flight"--when Muhammud had to flee from Mecca 


to Medina to avoid being killed.  He later returned and converted Mecca.





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  Mecca in what is now Saudi Arabia





MODERN  DISTRIBUTION:   Mainly in Arabia, the Middle East, and North Africa.  It 


is the fastest growing religion in Africa today.





CONCEPT  OF  GOD:   Islam  means  submission to the will of Allah.  Allah is the 


Arabic  word  that  means  "god"--it  is  not  a  name given to god.  Islam is a 


strictly  monotheistic  religion.   Muslims  [believers  of  Islam] believe that 


their  God,  Allah,  is  the  same as the God of Abraham, the father of Judaism.  


They  do  not believe that that God is a trinity like the Christians do.  God is 


one  and  absolute,  transcendent  in power.  God's will is arbitrary and he can 


change  the  direction  of  his  will  at  any time.  Allah is compassionate and 


merciful  and  hates  oppression  and injustice and requires kindness to orphans 


and to the poor.


 


SACRED  WRITINGS:   It  is  believed  that  Allah  gave a revelation to Muhammud 


through  the  angel  Gabriel.  It was written down and is called the Koran.  The 


Koran  contains  many  stories about people and events that are mentioned in the 


Jewish  and  Christian scriptures, but the details of the stories are not always 


the  same.   Muslims  refer  to Jews and Christians as "the people of the Book."  


Muslims  recognize that Jews and Christians have had relationships with the same 


God,  but  Muslims  believe  that  only  the Muslim revelation, the last one, is 


complete.  The  Koran  also  contains  many  other stories and teachings.  It is 


believed  to  contain  all  that  a  person  needs  to know to live spiritually, 


economically,  legally, socially, and politically.  The Koran contains all these 


things  because  Islam  is  more  than a religion; it is a complete way of life.  


There should be no separation between church and state under Islam.





     The  Koran  is  believed to be co-eternal with Allah and is written in rays 


of  light  on  a  tablet  standing  by  the  throne of Allah.  The Angel Gabriel 


revealed  to Muhammud from the co-eternal Koran.  It contains the whole teaching 


of  Islam.  A traditional Muslim education was to learn the Koran.  The Koran is 


only  to  be read in Arabic.  Translations are available, but are not acceptable 


for the use of the faithful.





     Next  to  the  Koran,  the  most  important  book  is  the Hadith.  It is a 


collection of the actions and sayings of Muhammud.  Hadith means tradition.





IMPORTANT  LEADERS:   Among the important leaders is Muhammud Husein, Muhammud's 


grandson,  whose  assassination inspired the Shia sect.  Abu Bakr was Muhammud's 


father-in-law  and  successor.   Omar  succeeded  Abu Bakr and became the second 


Caliph  [leader  of  Islam].   Zayd  ibn  Thabit was Muhammud's secretary who is 


credited  with  gathering  together  the  revelations after Muhammud's death and 


organizing  them  into  the  Koran.   Othman (Uthman) was the third Caliph under 


whose  leadership  the  final,  official version of the Koran was prepared.  Ali 
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was  Muhammud's  son-in-law  whose  followers  claim  was the first true Caliph.   


Ali's followers were called the Shia Ali and began the Shia sect of Islam.





NUMBER OF BELIEVERS:  860,388,300





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   The  Britannica  Book of the Year 1988 divides Islam into 


three  groups:   Sunnis  -  83%;  Shia  [Shiah  or  Shi'ah]  -  16%;  and others 


(including Sufi) - 1%.





     The  two  main sects are the Shia [Shi'ite] and Sunni.  They split over the 


question  of  the  line  of  succession  from  Muhammud.   The  Shi'ite  sect is 


sometimes  referred  to  as  the more liberal branch did not recognize the first 


three  Caliphs  as  true successors to Muhammud because they were not related to 


Muhammud.   They  only  recognize the fourth, Ali and his successors.  They only 


recognize  twelve  Imams  [religious  leaders]  since  the death of Muhammud and 


believe  that  one more may appear at any time to conquer the world and usher in 


justice  and righteousness.  The Shia is the majority sect in Iran and a sizable 


one in India.





     The  Sunni  sect  is  often referred to as the more orthodox sect in Islam, 


though  there  is  no official leader to define what is or is not orthodox.  The 


great  majority of Muslims are of the Sunni Sect.  The Sunni recognize the first 


four Caliphs as true successors to Muhammud.





     An  interesting,  but  small,  sect  in  Islam  is  the Sufi sect.  It is a 


mystical  sect.   Sufi  means  "undyed  wool."   A  Sufi, then, is one who wears 


undyed  wool  because  of its simplicity.  Originally the movement was concerned 


with  self-discipline,  but  later  it changed its emphasis to the attainment of 


inner illumination and, especially, union with Allah.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:   In  Islam  there  is  no ordained or unordained priesthood.  


There  are  no  intermediaries  between  the believer and Allah.  The ulema is a 


learned  and  respected  teacher  who explains the doctrines of Islam but has no 


official  authority  over  anyone.   The muezzin calls people to prayer from the 


minaret  [tower]  of  the  mosque [place of prayer].  Among the Shi'ite Muslims, 


the Imam is a respected leader.





HOLY  PLACES:   Mecca  is  the  most  holy  city  where  Muhammud  received  his 


revelations.   Jerusalem  is  also  a  holy  place  [it  is  holy to Jews and to 


Christians  also].   The  Dome  of  the Rock in Jerusalem is one of the earliest 


holy places in Islam.





SPECIAL  CUSTOMS:   Some  of  the  diet restrictions of the Jews are followed by 


Muslims, particularly not eating pork.  Alcoholic beverages are also forbidden.





     Under  the  laws  of  Islam, men may have up to four wives.  In many Muslim 


countries,  women  dress  to  be "covered;" this practice is called purdah.  The 


covering that covers the head and face is called a burka.





SPECIAL  DAYS/SEASONS:   The month of Ramadan is sacred and Muslims are expected 


to  fast  every  day  for the whole month.  They take nothing by mouth [not even 


water] from sunrise to sunset.  They may eat and drink at night.





SYMBOLS:  The crescent, or new moon, often shown with a star.
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SHAPING  EVENTS:   The  era  of  Islam  began  with  Muhammud  receiving  divine 


revelation.   The  calendar is dated from the Hijra, or "flight," which occurred 


in  622  A.D.   This  is when Muhammud had to flee from Mecca and find refuge in 


Medina, a city to the north of Mecca.





     The  7th  century  was  a  period  of  theological disagreement about human 


will.   Some  Muslims taught that humans had free will.  These were known as the 


Qadarites.   This  belief  was  considered  to  be a heresy at first, but it was 


later  accepted.   Opposed  to  them  were those who believed in predestination, 


which  left  little  room for free will.  Some think that this controversy might 


have been instigated by contacts with Christians.





     The   10th   century   was  the  period  in  which  the  Muslim  creed  was 


crystallized.





     During  the  20th  century,  there has been a revival of fundamental Islam.  


It  seems  to  be  a  reaction to the "corrupting influence" of Western culture.  


Faced  with  what  some  saw  as  a decline in vitality and power in Islam, some 


leaders  promised  that  a  return  to  orthodox Islam in an Islamic state would 


improve  the  situation  in  the  Muslim  world.   One  such leader was the Imam 


Ayatullah  Ruhallah  Khomeini  in  Iran.  Under his leadership, an Islamic state 


has been imposed on Iran.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND GOALS:  Islam, in essence, is a simple faith for the average 


person.   It has great appeal to nomadic people because the requirements are not 


excessive  and  those  commandments  that do exist are clear and limited so that 


anyone  can follow them.  There are no formal leaders and clergy and no required 


places  of  worship.   Islam  is  a  faith that a believer can practice wherever 


he/she  is.   This  is  why  it  has  been  called a "portable religion."  Islam 


includes  the belief in one God, angels, revealed books [Koran], prophets, and a 


Day of Judgement.





     There  are  five  basic requirements of the faithful, often called the Five 


Pillars  of  Islam.   The shahadah, or creed, is recited many times a day by the 


faithful.   It  is:  La ilaha illa'llah muhammadun rasulu'llah.  It means "There 


is  no  other  God  but Allah (and) Muhammud is the Prophet of Allah."  When the 


muezzin  calls  the  faithful  to  prayer  five  times  a day, he uses a similar 


formula:


     


     Allah is most Great!  Allah is most Great!


     I bear witness that there is no god by Allah!


     I bear witness that Muhammud is the prophet of Allah!


     Come to prayer!  Come to prayer!





     Then  there is the pillar of daily prayer, or salat.  Muslims are called to 


prayer  five  times  a day.  If they can go to a mosque, they should, but prayer 


can  be  said  wherever  the  person  is.   Women generally pray at home, though  


separate  space  has  been  provided  in  mosques in recent times.  Ideally, the 


head,  hands,  and feet should be washed before prayer.  The prayers are said in 


Arabic,  regardless  of the daily language of the faithful.  Prayer is said five 


times  a  day.   Friday  is set aside for public prayer.  On Friday, all Muslims 


who  can  gather  at  and around the nearest mosque for prayer.  During times of 


sickness  or  travelling, the Koran allows for a relaxation of this requirement.  


When  a  Muslim  prays,  he/she faces Mecca [in the earliest time of Islam, they 


faced Jerusalem].
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     Zakat,  or  almsgiving, is the requirement to provide for the needy.  It is 


a  voluntary  gift  to the needy.  Some Muslims think of almsgiving as a loan to 


God, who will repay it in abundance.





     The  fourth  pillar  is sawm, or fasting.  This is done during the month of 


Ramadan.   Nothing  may  be  consumed from sunrise to sunset, not even one's own 


saliva.  This is done every day during that month.





     The  hajj,  or pilgrimage is the fifth pillar.  Before one dies, one should 


make  a  hajj  to  Mecca  to  the  shrine  known  as  the Ka'bah [Ka'aba].  This 


pilgrimage  does  much  to  unite  Muslims  and to create the sense of universal 


kinship  [they  would  probably  say  "brotherhood"] of all people.  One who has 


made  the  pilgrimage  may  take  the title haji.  Each year, during the special 


time  for  the  hajj,  hundreds  of thousands of Muslims from many countries and 


continents  experience  the  prescribed rituals together and leave with a deeper 


spiritual understanding of the kinship of all people that Allah desires.





     Muhammud  was  opposed  to  cruelty,  idolatry,  gambling, infanticide, and 


unfairness  to  women.  The word Islam means submission, here meaning submission 


to  the will of Allah.  In Islam, humans are seen as being created "good"; there 


is  no  dualism of a "sinful" body and a "good" soul in each person.  Islam does 


allow men to have up to four wives.





     Because  its requirements are easy for anyone to meet, it might be called a 


portable  religion  because  it  can be practiced anywhere at anytime, Islam has 


been  easily  accepted  by  nomadic  people.   In Africa it has been the fastest 


growing  religion in the 20th century, partly because it is not tainted with the 


association with racial discrimination.





READINGS:  





                                  EXCERPTS FROM


              T H E   H A J J :     A N   A P P R E C I A T I O N 





written by Ismail Ibrahim Nawwab


Published in Aramco World Magazine, Vol.  25 no. 6, Nov.-Dec. 1974





     In  response  to  God's injunction to mankind prescribing the Pilgrimage to 


Mecca  (the  Koran,  Sura  III,  verse 97), countless followers of Islam, rising 


yearly  from  the  global ocean of humanity, have sallied forth to make the Hajj 


for  almost  14  centuries.  Considering the uniqueness of this phenomenon, with 


its  rich  kaleidoscope of symbol and significance, appearance and reality, past 


and  present,  and  the innate, almost universal barrier to empathy in religious 


matters,  few  non-Muslims  can  be  expected  to  have  any inkling of what the 


Pilgrimage really means to the believer.





     What  does  the  Hajj mean?  Is it a sterile ritual?  A formality, perhaps?  


Or,  as  one  of  the  five  pillars  of Islam--that is, one of the requirements 


imposed  on  Muslims--is it merely an obligation to be discharged as quickly and 


perfunctorily as possible?





     Nothing  could be further from the truth.  Indeed, it is no exaggeration to 


say  that the Hajj, to the average Muslim, is the emotive goal and the climactic 


experience  of  his  temporal  existence.  It is a form of spiritual fulfillment 


which  he  shares  and simultaneously celebrates with the entire world of Islam.  


But  to  explain  why--and  to  attain  some  understanding of the symbolism and 
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function  of  the  Hajj--one  must  go  back  to the historical and sociological 


highlights of the Islamic traditions in which its origins are embedded.





     It all begins with Abraham.





     In  Islam,  Abraham--the same Old Testament Abraham familiar to Judaism and 


Christianity--plays  an  important  role.   He  is  regarded  as  a  prophet and 


venerated  as  a zealous advocate of monotheism, as a relentless foe of idolatry 


and  as  builder  of  the  Ka'bah,  "the  House  of God," focal point for Muslim 


worship  of  the  One  God.  With respect to the Hajj specifically, Abraham, his 


son Ishmael and his wife Hagar are central to some of its holiest rites.





     But  the  Hajj  only  begins  with Abraham; it is affirmed by Muhammud, the 


Prophet  of Islam, who, in making the Pilgrimage begun by Abraham, found that it 


had  degenerated  into  a  soulless idolatrous ritual and purged it.  To Muslims 


this  continuous  monotheistic  strand  holding together the time of Abraham and 


the  era  of  Muhammud  is  a  symbol of the unity of God which permeates Muslim 


religious  thought.   Thus  the  yearning  to  behold,  at  least  once in their 


lifetime,  the  pivotal  Ka'bah, the center of the cosmos and Qiblah or focus of 


all  prayer,  symbolizes  to  a  Muslim  humanity's movement toward unity in the 


quest for God.





     The  rites  of  the Hajj--which are precisely those followed or approved by 


Muhammud  during  his  Pilgrimage--are  few  in number, simple in execution, but 


rich in meaning.





     Quite  apart from the historical and symbolic significance of the Hajj, the 


institution  of the Pilgrimage serves two main functions for the Muslim, both as 


an individual and as a member of society.





     The  unassuming Ihram [seamless white garment] worn by the pilgrim serves a 


social  purpose as well.  For at least once in the believer's lifetime, the idea 


of  equality  among  Muslims  becomes  a  visible  fact.   Philosopher and fool, 


patrician  and plebeian, millionaire and beggar alike wear this unsewn garment--


and  become  indistinguishable.   The  social  status  or privileged rank of the 


believer  are  of no consequence in the sight of God.  During the Pilgrimage, as 


a  result  of  this  simple sartorial device, neither are they of consequence in 


the sight of man.





     Also  on the social plane, the major, unparalleled contribution of Islam is 


in  the area of racial harmony and the brotherhood of the faithful.  The Hajj is 


Islam's  key  instrument  for  creating  and  strengthening fraternal ties among 


millions  of  its  followers.   Pilgrims  representing  every conceivable color, 


country  and  tongue  yearly  converge  upon  Mecca.   Here,  they  share common 


objectives and beliefs, and perform the same devotions.  They also get 





acquainted  with one another, and learn of, and grow to care for, the conditions 


of  their  brethren  in  other  countries.  The Hajj inspires in the believer an 


unrivalled  sense  of  solidarity,  a  feeling  of  identification in a world of 


alienation.   The  believer  feels  himself  a  part  of the whole system of the 


cosmos.   Whether in Mina or Michigan, 'Arafat or Zululand, no man, no woman and 


no  nation  is  an  island.   In this reunion, convened annually by God from the 


time  of  Abraham,  ties  of  brotherhood  and  love  are  forged  among  people 


representing the nations of the earth.
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 T h e   U n e n d i n g   F e u d :     S h i ' i t e s   v s .   S u n n i s 





Time, August 17, 1987.





     "There  is  no  god  but  God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God."  That 


confession  of  faith, the shahada, is professed by all Muslims, be they the 700 


million  Sunnis  who dominate the Islamic world from Morocco to Indonesia or the 


90  million  Shi'ites  who rule Iran and form majorities in Lebanon, Bahrain and 


Iraq.   To  the  shahada,  however,  the Shi'ites add, "And Ali is the Friend of 


God."   Those additional words in praise of Ali, whom the shi'[ites passionately 


claim  is Muhammad's true successor, epitomize the complex and often bloody feud 


between Islam's two branches.





     Among  the  close disciples of the Prophet, his son-in-law Ali was the most 


familiar  with the teachings of Islam's founder.  Yet when Muhammad died in A.D. 


632,  his  followers  bypassed Ali for the succession.  However, the Shi'at Ali, 


the  partisans of Ali, argued that the Prophet had designated Ali and his family 


the  hereditary rulers of Islam.  Persevering with his claim, Ali became Islam's 


leader  in  A.D.  656, only to be assassinated five years later.  Hussein, Ali's 


son,  eventually  pressed  his  own claim to the leadership.  But he and most of 


his  family  were killed in battle with rival forces at Karbala in Iraq.  To the 


horror  of  all  Islam, the Prophet's grandson was cruelly tortured before being 


beheaded.





     To  the  Shi'at  Ali,  who later became known as Shi'ites, Hussein's tragic 


attempt  to  establish  the  Prophet's true succession was the supreme sacrifice 


for the faith.  Martyrdom thus offers Shi'ites a chance





to  imitate  their sainted hero.  In Iran, which is more 


than  90%  Shi'ite,  passion  plays  depicting Hussein's 


last  hours  are performed regularly.  Each year, on the 


date  of  Hussein's  death, thousands of penitents march 


through  Iranian streets whipping themselves with chains 


and branches, seeking purification through suffering.





     Faithful  Shi'ites  admit  only to the authority of 


Muhammad   and  the  Twelve  Imams,  who  comprise  Ali, 


Hussein  and  certain  of their direct descendants.  The 


Shi'ites  consider  the  Twelve  to be mediators between 


God  and  man.   Though  the  Twelfth and last Imam went 


into  hiding  in A.D. 940, Shi'ites believe that he will 


re-emerge  to  rule  the  world  as the messianic Mahdi.  


Until  that time, the Shi'ite clergy are responsible for 


interpreting  Islam.   The  Ayatullah Khomeini, however, 


has   gone   one   step   further  by  establishing  his


government  as  a  regency  for  the  Mahdi.   Khomeini, who claims descent from 


Muhammad  through  the  Seventh  Imam, has never claimed to be the Twelfth Imam, 


but  he  has  done nothing to discourage his followers from hailing him as such.  


Some Shi'ites consider that zeal misplaced and heretical.





     While  they  honor  Ali,  the  Sunnis do not venerate their imams as divine 


intercessors.   Sunni  imams mainly conduct community prayers.  Each Sunni (from 


sunna,   "the  tradition  of  the  Prophet")  believes  he  can  have  a  direct 


relationship  with  God.   While the Sunnis scorn emotional outbursts and engage 


in  private,  meditative  piety, Shi'ites are more likely to indulge in displays 


of  religious ardor.  Indeed, the Sunnis, who consider themselves the orthodoxy, 


did not accept Shi'ism as a legitimate school of Islam until 1959.
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     Among  some Arab states on the Persian Gulf, the relationship between Sunni 


rulers  and  Shi'ite  subjects  remains volatile.  After all, in the eyes of the 


Shi'ites,  any  regime  not  under  the  rule  of the Prophet's true heirs is an 


abomination.   Indeed,  Bahrain,  which is more than 70% Shi'ite, defused a 1981 


coup  attempt  allegedly  inspired by Tehran.  Kuwait, which is 25% Shi'ite, has 


been  victimized  by  a  wave of bombings believed to be the work of pro-Iranian 


terrorists.





     In  the  war  between  Iraq  and Iran, however, Iraqi Shi'ites, who make up 


almost  60%  of  their  country's population, have chosen to be Iraqis first and 


Shi'ites  second.   The  ancient animosity between Arabs and Persians apparently 


transcends  religious  sympathies.   Nonetheless,  the  Iraqis  receive constant 


reminders  of  Iranian  Shi'ite  fervor.   Tehran's  major  offensives are named 


Karbala,  after  the  place  where  Hussein  died, and captured Iranian soldiers 


proudly  show  off  the "keys to Heaven" issued to them when they enlisted.  The 


celestial  keys:   dog  tags.   Observes  an  Iraqi official:  "The Iranians are 


still fighting the Battle of Hussein."
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                            F A M I L Y   T R E E : 


         J U D A I S M ,   C H R I S T I A N I T Y ,   A N D   I S L A M 








This  page  is  for  a diagram of the relations among Judaism, Christianity, and 


Islam.
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This  page  is  for  a  map  showing the spread of Christianity and Islam in the 


Mediterranean.
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                 S U M M A R Y   O F   C O N F U C I A N I S M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:   Information  on  Confucianism  can  be  found  in  your 


textbook on pages 77-78.





FOUNDER:  Confucius [Kong Fuzi]





DATE OF FOUNDING:  557 B.C.





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  China





MODERN  DISTRIBUTION:   While  the  religion  [more  a  way of life or system of 


ethics]  is  not widely practiced today, the cultures of China, Japan, and Korea 


still show its influence.





CONCEPT  OF GOD:  There was no formal belief in a personal god of any sort.  The 


main  emphasis  was  on  the moral and ethical code of living rather than on the 


nature  of  a supreme being.  Many years after his death, some followers revered 


Confucius almost as a god.





SACRED  WRITINGS:   The  Book  of Documents and The Book of Songs existed before 


Confucius.   He  taught  his  pupils  from  them.   He didn't think of them as a 


bible,  but he taught the principles of good living from them.  The Analects are 


the collected teachings of Confucius.





IMPORTANT LEADERS:  Confucius, Yang Chu, Mo Tzu, and Mencius.





NUMBER  OF  BELIEVERS:  According to the Britannica Book of the Year 1988, there 


are  5,914,400  believers.   Statistics  from the People's Republic of China are 


not  included.   It  is difficult to estimate how many of the one billion people 


in  that country practice Confucianism.  Their lives, however, are influenced by 


it  because  the  Chinese culture still shows evidence of Confucian thinking and 


acting.





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   In  the  past,  there were different schools of Confucian 


thinking,  but there does not seem to be anything like denominations or sects in 


evidence today.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:  None that is official.





HOLY PLACES:  None.





SPECIAL CUSTOMS:  Ancestor worship was practiced for years.





SPECIAL DAYS/SEASONS:  None.





SYMBOLS:  None.





SHAPING  EVENTS:   Confucius  was  a social reformer who lived from 551-479 B.C.  


He  taught  the  "way"  or  the  "one  thread."   This  was the way of "love" or 


"humanity."   It  stressed  the need for each person to strive for perfection of 


virtue.





     In  the  5th century B.C., two schools of thought developed.  One expressed 


in  the  Ta-hsšeh,  or  Great  Learning, was social and political in nature.  It 
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sets  a  person's  goal  at realizing his/her true nature or character--one that 


loves  people and is rooted in the highest good.  The other school of thought is 


believed  to  have  been  expressed by Confucius' grandson in Chung-yung, or the 


Doctrine  of  the  Mean.  This school's emphasis was on realizing harmony in all 


things--emotions,   intellect,   actions,   and  relationships.   Sincerity  was 


believed  to  be the key to reaching this harmony.  The Doctrine of the Mean had 


immediate  influence  in  China,  but  it wasn't until the 11th century that the 


Great Learning had much influence.





     Confucianism  was  opposed  by  other Chinese philosophies:  Taoism, Moism, 


and  Legalism.   [Active  opposition  has  influence on what it opposes--this is 


illustrated throughout history.]





     Legalists  in  the  Chin  (Qin)  dynasty  nearly  succeeded  in eliminating 


Confucianism  in 213 B.C. when all books except those in the royal archives were 


burned.   Fortunately  the  next  dynasty,  the Han, came to favor Confucianism.  


The  Han  rulers liked the modifications to Confucianism of Tung Chung-shu.  His 


changes  led to glorification of the ruler.  He also incorporated the principles 


of yin and yang into Confucianism.





     In   136   B.C.   Confucianism   was  made  the  official  state  doctrine.  


Confucianism  continued  to  influence  China  until the 20th century.  When the 


communists  gained  power  in  China  in 1949, all traditional philosophies were 


replaced by the philosophies of Marx, Lenin, and Mao Zedong.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND  GOALS:   Confucianism  is  really  not  a religion.  It is, 


however,  a  way of living, a philosophy for governing, and a way of structuring 


society.   Confucius taught that if people led lives of virtue, the result would 


be  a  harmonious  society.   His  rules  for  living  included  these  virtues:  


loyalty,  courtesy,  reverence  for  members  of  one's  family,  hard work, and 


respect for the ruler.





     The  extended  family  was  the basic unit of life in China.  The state, or 


government,  was  considered  to  be  an  extension  of the genetic family.  The 


emperor  was,  so  to  speak,  the  "Big  Daddy" of all his subjects.  While the 


emperor  was  in charge, he had an obligation to provide for the welfare of  his 


people.   The  subjects  were  expected  to show respect for the emperor.  There 


were obligations from top to bottom and also from bottom to top.





     Confucius  taught  that  if  people  knew how they were expected to act and 


acted  that way, an ordered, harmonious society would be the result.  He defined 


people's  places  in  society  according  to  five basic relationships.  If each 


person  acted  properly  [morally and ethically] in each of those relationships, 


harmony  had to exist among people.  The five relationships were between:  ruler 


and  subject  [ruled],  father  and  son,  husband  and  wife, older brother and 


younger  brother,  and  between  friend and friend.  In each relationship, there 


were duties or obligations which went in both directions.





     Between  the  ruler and his subjects, the ruler was expected to be just and 


benevolent,  while  the  subjects were expected to be loyal.  Between the father 


and  the  son, the father was expected to be kind, while the son was expected to 


be  obedient  [a lot like the ruler and the subjects].  The husband was expected 


to  be  just  and  the  wife was expected to be obedient.  Courtesy was expected 


from  the older brother and humility was expected from the younger one.  Between 


friends,  the  older  friend  was expected to show wisdom and the younger friend 


was  expected  to show respect.  Notice that in each relationship, the person in 
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the  subordinate  [lower]  position  was  expected  to show loyalty, respect, or 


obedience.





     Some  key  beliefs were:  a righteous heart produces a beautiful character, 


beauty  of character produces harmony in the home, a harmonious home produces an 


orderly  nation,  and  an  orderly nation produces a peaceful world.  Notice how 


one belief was the foundation for the next one.





READINGS:





     Confucius  taught  many things about living.  Many of these were the result 


of his asking many important questions about life:





     How can people live in harmony and peace with themselves?


     What is really important in life?


     What is goodness?





     Confucianism  was  very concerned with how to live now and not so concerned 


about  questions  about  god  or  what  happens  after  death.  This was because 


Confucius  believed  that until people knew about how to live, there wasn't much 


value in knowing about death or god which is beyond knowing, anyway.





     These  are  some  of  Confucius' teachings in the Analects about education, 


relationships,  humanity,  family, government, and gentlemanly behavior.  Notice 


that they deal with the behavior of men.  





     In education, there are no class distinctions.


     


     By  nature, men are pretty much alike; it is learning and practice that set 


     them apart.


     


     Learning  without  thinking  is  labor  lost;  thinking without learning is 


     perilous.


     


     When  you  know  a  thing,  say  you know it; when you do not know a thing, 


     admit that you do not know it.


     


     Tzu  Kung  asked:  "is there any one word that can serve as a principle for 


     the  conduct  of  life?"  Confucius said:  "Perhaps the word 'reciprocity':  


     Do not do to others what you would not want others to do to you.


     


     Fan Ch'ih asked about humanity.  Confucius said:  "Love men."


     


     The  resolute scholar and the humane person will under no circumstance seek 


     life  at  the  expense  of humanity.  On occasion they will sacrifice their 


     lives to preserve humanity.


     


     If you make a mistake, admit it and mend your ways.


     


     Someone  asked:   "What  do you think of 'requiting injury with kindness'?"  


     Confucius  said:  "How will you then requite kindness?  Requite injury with 


     justice, and kindness with kindness.


     


     Nowadays  a  filial  son  is just a man who keeps his parents in food.  But 


     even  dogs  or horses are given food.  If there is no feeling of reverence, 


     wherein lies the difference?
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     The  gentleman  first  practices what he preaches and then preaches what he 


     practices.


     


     A gentleman can see a question from all sides -- without bias.


     


     The gentleman cherishes virtue; the inferior man cherishes possessions.


     


     The  gentleman  makes demands on himself; the inferior man makes demands on 


     others.


     


     The  gentleman  is  broad-minded  and  not  partisan;  the  inferior man is 


     partisan and not broad-minded.


     


     If  a ruler himself is upright, all will go well without orders.  But if he 


     himself  is  not  upright,  even  though  he  gives orders they will not be 


     obeyed.


     


     [A  government  is  good  when]  those  near  are  happy  and those far are 


     attracted.


     


     Tzu  Kung  asked  about  government.   Confucius said:  "The essentials are 


     sufficient  food,  sufficient  troops,  and  the confidence of the people."  


     Tzu  Kung  said:   "Suppose  you were forced to give up one of these three, 


     which  would  you let go first?'"  Confucius said:  "The troops."  Tzu Kung 


     asked  again:   "If  you  are  forced  to give up one of the two remaining, 


     which  would  you let go?"  Confucius said:  "food.  For from of old, death 


     has been the lot of all men, but a people without faith cannot survive."
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                       S U M M A R Y   O F   T A O I S M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:   Information  about  Taoism  [pronounced Dao/ism] may be 


found in your textbook on page 78.





FOUNDER:   Lao-Tzu  [Lao-Tse  or  Laozi] is credited with being the founder, and 


little is known about this philosopher from China.





DATE OF FOUNDING:  604 B.C.





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  China





MODERN  DISTRIBUTION:   Taoism  has  influenced  Chinese  culture,  and, to some 


degree,  may  be  practiced  by  some  people  in  China  today.   The communist 


government  of  China has not encouraged belief in religions or participation in 


religious activities.





CONCEPT  OF  GOD:   Some  believers  worshiped  the  Jade Emperor, and many were 


devoted  to  the  many folk gods.  Theology [the study of god] was not a concern 


of  believers  in  Taoism.  Like Confucianism, it was more a philosophy or a way 


of  living  [Tao  means  "the way" and it can also refer to reality as a whole].  


It  is  thought  that  this  philosophy  may  have  developed  as a reaction, or 


alternative, to Confucianism.





SACRED  WRITING:   The  Tao-Te-Ching  [Tao-Teh-King]  is  the  primary  book  of 


scripture and the Chuang Tsu is a secondary book.





IMPORTANT LEADERS:  Lao-Tzu and Chuang-Tse





NUMBERS  OF  BELIEVERS:   According  the  the  Britannica Book of the Year 1967, 


there  were 53,362,000 believers, but a separate listing was not included in the 


1988 edition.





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   While  different  practices  have  existed  from place to 


place, there have been no labeled, denomination-like divisions.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:    An  hereditary  priesthood  has  existed  to  lead  public 


ceremonies  and  act  as  intermediaries between the people and the gods of folk 


religion.   These  divinities,  or  folk  gods,  represent  aspects  of  the Tao 


[reality as a whole].





HOLY PLACES:  Kiangsi and many holy mountains are holy places in Taoism.





SPECIAL  DAYS/SEASONS:   Many  special  days are possible since the birthdays of 


various  folk  gods  may  be  celebrated  by those who are devoted to them.  The 


Festival of Souls and the Autumn Festival are also celebrated.





SYMBOLS:   The  circle divided in halves of light and dark to represent the Yin, 


or  female  and  dark side, and the Yang, or male and light side.  It symbolizes 


the union of opposites.





SHAPING  EVENTS:   In the beginning, Taoism was one of 100 schools of philosophy 


in  China.   There  is  no  mention of the "Taoist School" until the 1st century 


B.C.   Tradition  says  that  Taoism  developed  from  the  government office of 


historian--Lao-Tzu was a curator of historical documents.
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     Chang-Tzu  expanded the teachings of Lao-Tzu.  He saw change as the central 


theme  of  life.   Chang-Tzu  sought  pure  experience--identification  with the 


universe.





     Taoism  was  influential  in  China  from  the  time of Chang-Tzu until the 


second  century  B.C.   During  the  second  century,  Liu  An  synthesized  the 


teachings of Lao-Tzu, Yang Chu, and Chaug-Tzu in the Huai-nan-tzu.





     In  the  third  and  fourth  centuries  A.D.,  Taoism  developed  in  three 


directions.   After  the  fourth century, Taoism lost influence as a philosophy.  


At this point, Buddhism and Taoism were influencing each other.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND  GOALS:   Since  the  philosophy of Lao-Tzu mixed with local 


beliefs  in  folk  gods,  there  are  a variety of practices in Taoism which are 


practiced   among  different  groups  of  believers.   Some  may  seek  personal 


immortality  through  magic;  the  use  of  scriptures;  bodily discipline, like 


breath  control  and  special  diets;  and meditation.  The goal in Taoism is to 


reach eternal harmony.





     Some  of  the  teachings  of  Lao-Tzu  expressed means of reaching harmony:  


people  should  move  with  the rhythm and order in nature, adapt to life rather 


than  struggle with it, and listen to their inner natures to find truth. Many of 


the teachings of Lao-Tzu were given in paradoxes:





     Duty is performed when you are not trying to perform it.


     


     Virtue is never gained by seeking it.


     


     The sage puts himself last, and finds himself first among people.





     Followers  of  the  Tao equate wisdom with trust, goodness with acceptance, 


and  contentment  with simplicity.  They seek a simple life because they believe 


that  civilization  gets  in the way of the rhythm of nature.  A believer prizes 


three  qualities  in  life:   love,  moderation, and contentment [humility].  An 


important principle of Taoism is action through inaction.





READINGS:  





          C H A P T E R S   F R O M   T H E   T A O   T E   C H I N G 





Chapter 1:  The Tao That Can Be Trodden





     The  Tao  that  can be trodden is not the enduring and unchanging Tao.  The 


name that can be named is not the enduring and unchanging name.





     Conceived  of  as having no name, it is the Originator of heaven and earth; 


conceived of as having a name, it is the Mother of all things.





     Always without desire we must be found,


     If its deep mystery we would sound;


     But if desire always within us be,


     Its outer fringe is all that we shall see.





     Under  these  two  aspects, it is really the same; but as development takes 


place,  it  receives  the  different  names.  Together we call them the Mystery.  


Where  the  Mystery  is  the  deepest  is  the  gate  of  all that is subtle and 


wonderful.
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Chapter 51:  All Things





     All  things  are  produced  by  the  Tao,  and  nourished by its outflowing 


operation.





     They  receive  their  forms  according  to  the  nature  of  each,  and are 


completed according to the circumstances of their condition.





     Therefore  all  things  without  exception  honor  the  Tao,  and exalt its 


outflowing operation.





     This  honoring  of the Tao and exalting of its operation are not the result 


of any ordination, but always a spontaneous tribute.





     Thus  it  is  that the Tao produces all things, nourishes them, brings them 


to  their  full  growth,  nurses  them,  completes them, matures them, maintains 


them, and overspreads them.





     It produces them and makes no claim to the possession of them;





     It  carries  them through their processes and does not vaunt its ability in 


doing so;





     It brings them to maturity and exercises no control over them;





     this is called its mysterious operation.





                                 SOME TEACHINGS





     He  who knows the Tao does not care to speak about it; he who is ever ready 


to speak about it does not know it.





     The wise man does not teach by words but by deeds.





     If you know righteousness, though you die, you shall not perish.





     He  who  humbles  himself  shall  be  preserved; he who bends shall be made 


straight; he who is empty shall be filled; and he who has little shall succeed.





     Little faith is put in those who have little faith.





     As  for  those  who  would  take the whole world to tinker with as they see 


fit, observe that they never succeed.





     Those  who  are  on  the Way might be compared to rivulets flowing into the 


sea.





     He   who  understands  others  is  wise;  he  who  understands  himself  is 


enlightened.





     He who conquers others is strong; he who conquers his own will is mighty.





     The  great  Form is without form; it is nothing to see and nothing to hear, 


yet it is timeless and endures.





�
                                  page 50





     If  you  would  take,  you  must  first  give,  this  is  the  beginning of 


intelligence.





     Absence of desires brings tranquility.





     True compassion is known by its good deeds.





     The best instruction is not in words.





     Perfection is an imperfection.





     The world is lost to those who try to win it.





     The  wise man is moved neither by affection nor hatred, by profit nor loss, 


by  honor  nor  shame.   And  for  that  reason he is held in high esteem by the 


entire world.





     To  the  good  I would be good, and to the bad I would be good; in that way 


all might become good.





     In serving Heaven and in ruling men use moderation.





     The  more  prohibitions,  the move poverty; the more laws, the more crimes; 


the more skills, the more luxuries; the more weapons, the more chaos.





     Was  it  not  said  that  the  seeker will find the Way, and the sinner who 


finds it will be forgiven?





     A thousand-mile journey can be made one step at a time.  





     Three  things  prize  above  all:  gentleness, frugality and humility.  For 


the  gentle  can  be  bold,  the frugal can be liberal and the humble can become 


leaders of men.





     To  know  that one does not know, that is healthy.  To think one knows what 


he does not know, that is a disease.





     The wise man wears a coarse garment, but carries a jewel in his bosom.
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                    S U M M A R Y   O F   S H I N T O I S M 





TEXTBOOK  INFORMATION:   Information  about  Shintoism  may  be  found  in  your 


textbook on pages 316-318.





FOUNDER:  None is known today.





DATE  OF FOUNDING:  Shintoism was formally identified in the 6th century A.D. to 


differentiate  it  from  Buddhism,  but  Shintoism's  roots  are much older than  


that.





PLACE OF ORIGIN:  Japan





MODERN DISTRIBUTION:  Japan





CONCEPT  OF GOD:  In Shintoism, the divine is seen in all things and beings. The 


reverence  paid  to  many  gods  (kami  or  divine forces) is the recognition of 


divinity  in  all things.  All gods are believed to be descendants of the divine 


pair  who  are  Izanagi,  the  Sky  Father,  and Izanami, the Earth Mother.  The 


central  god  is  the  Sun  Goddess,  Amaterasu,  who gave the three most sacred 


objects of Shinto to her grandson, the Emperor.  The three objects are:





     The  imperial  jewels  which  are  kept  in the Tokyo palace and serve as a 


     symbol of obedience.


     


     The  sword  which  is  kept  in the shrine at Owari and serves as symbol of 


     wisdom and justice.


     


     The  mirror  which  is  kept  in  the  Ise shrine and serves as a symbol of 


     righteousness and purity.





     In  more  recent  times,  some believers in Shinto have come to believe  in 


one  God  or one source of the divine quality in all life.  In the 15th and 16th 


centuries  Ichijo  Kanera  and  Yoshida  Kanetomo,  two Shinto scholars who were 


influenced  by  Taoism,   instituted  Yui-itsu Shinto.  It taught that there was 


one unique Kami-nature which is the underlying substance of all Shinto deities.





SACRED  WRITINGS:   Shinto myths and legends were compiled for the first time in 


the  8th  century  in the Nihongi and Kojiki.  While these may not be claimed as 


official  "scriptures,"  they are what the believer would read for understanding 


and enlightenment.





IMPORTANT LEADERS:  None are generally recognized among believers in Shinto.





NUMBER  OF  BELIEVERS:   The  Britannica  Book  of the Year 1988 lists 3,403,010 


believers  [in  1967, the number listed was 69,115,000].  Many Japanese practice 


both  Shintoism  and  Buddhism,  seeing  no contradiction in this dual practice.  


After  World  War  II, when the practice of government-supported State Shintoism 


was  ended,  the number of people supporting Shintoism began to decline.  Today, 


each shrine and its priests must be self-supporting.





MAJOR  SUBDIVISIONS:   There  are  a  number  of  sects in Shintoism that may be 


classified into five categories:  





     1.  Pure Shinto sects.


     2.  Confucian sects which blend Shinto with Confucian moral doctrines.
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     3.  Mountain sects which believe that their deities reside in 


          certain mountains.


     4.  Purification sects which believe in the need for mental and


          physical purification from evil and contamination.


     5.  Utopian or Faith-Healing sects.





LEADERSHIP/CLERGY:   Each  Shinto  shrine has its priests and congregation.  The 


priests   are   expected   to   be   self-supporting   or   supported  by  their 


congregations.   Anyone  who  has  the  required  training  can become a priest, 


though some priests have hereditary positions.





HOLY  PLACES:   These  may  vary  according  to  sects.  Mount Fujiyama has been 


considered  sacred  and  the  Grand  Shrine  of  Isi is considered premier among 


shrines.





SPECIAL DAYS/SEASONS:  The special festivals include New Year Bon [Festival of 


     the  Dead]  and  the  Festival  of  the  Presentation  of First Rice to the 


     Deities at the Grand Shrine of Isi [Oct. 17].





SYMBOLS:  The Torii [gate at the entrance of a Shinto shrine] and the mirror.





SHAPING  EVENTS:   The  roots  of  Shintoism are unclear, but it seems that they 


developed  in  the  Yamato  clan  in the 4th century A.D.  Early religious rites 


were mostly centered on fertility cults.





     In  the  5th  century,  Chinese  influence  came to Japan.  Confucian moral 


virtues were introduced and influenced the indigenous practices.





     In  the 6th and 7th centuries, Buddhism influenced Japan very strongly, but 


Shintoism was able to maintain its identity.





     In  the  8th  century,  the Kojiki and Nihongi were written.  After the 8th 


century,  Shintoism  and  Buddhism  coexisted.   The  state of religion in Japan 


remained  rather  static for a long time.  A Shinto revival occurred in the 18th 


century.





     Prior  to  and  during  World  War  II,  Shintoism  was  manipulated by the 


militarists  who  were  dominating  Japanese  political affairs; but after World 


War II, the emperor was required to deny his divinity.





MAJOR  BELIEFS  AND  GOALS:   In  Shintoism,  there  is a close association with 


nature  and  a  special  appreciation  of  beauty.   They  believe that the same 


wonderful  forces  that  move  in nature also move in humans.  They see no clear 


dividing  line  between  the realms of the divine and the human.  They don't see 


religion  as  something  being added to a person's life, but as an integral part 


of  it:   one  should  not  see  where  an  individual's life and religion begin 


because they form an interwoven whole.





     While  there are formal shrines which serve as places of worship, each home 


also  contains  a  Shinto shrine.  Shrines are tied in with nature and are spots 


of  great  beauty.   Believers  may  spend  hours  contemplating the beauty of a 


garden,  or  a  flower  arrangement,  or  even  a  single  leaf  or  twig.   The 


inspirations  which  believers  receive  may  be  expressed  in  the creation of 


gardens or of poetry.  The following poem is an excellent example:
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     Even in a single leaf of a tree 


     Or a tender blade of grass,


     The awe-inspiring Deity


     Manifests itself.





     Concerning  the  origins  of  Shintoism, they believe that the Sun Goddess, 


Amaterasu,  sent her grandson to be the first ruler of the islands to extend the 


heavenly  task  to  earth.  This explains why the Japanese respect their emperor 


and  their  country.   The  emperor is a reminder of their divine descent and of 


their   responsibility   to  their  nation.   Each  Japanese  person  should  be 


interested  in  all  others and want what is good for the country.  Before World 


War  II,  the emperor was worshiped as God.  After World War II, the emperor was 


required  to  tell his people that he was not God, but merely a human like them.  


The Japanese still show great respect for their human emperor.





     Concerning  human  beings,  Shintoism teaches that each person is basically 


good.   Life  is  good  and  is  to be accepted without questioning.  A believer 


should  feel  "at  home"  in  the  world and being in harmony with nature should 


promote  this  feeling.   In  early  Shintoism,  there was no set of moral rules 


because  it  was believed that the concept of good was really practiced.  It was 


believed  that  basically  good people could make mistakes [sins], but they were 


not  full  of  sin.   Worship was supposed to be a form of giving thanks.  There 


were  no original teachings about an afterlife [some sects borrowed this concept 


from Buddhism].





     There  are  no  images of gods in  use, but symbols are present in shrines.  


At  the  home  shrine,  daily  prayers are said, and daily offerings of flowers, 


rice wine, and rice cake are made.





READINGS:  





             T e n   P r e c e p t s   o f   S h i n r i   K y o   


                                 [A Shinto sect]





l.  Do not transgress the will of the gods.


2.  Do not forget your obligations to ancestors.


3.  Do not transgress the decrees of the State.


4.  Do not forget the profound goodness of the gods whereby misfortune is


     averted and sickness is healed.


5.  Do not forget that the world is one great family.


6.  Do not forget the limitations of your own person.


7.  Even though others become angry, do not become angry yourself.


8.  Do not be slothful in your business.


9.  Do not be a person who brings blame to the teaching.


10.  Do not be carried away by foreign teaching.





                               SOME SHINTO SAYINGS





     Both heaven and hell come from one's own heart.





     All men are brothers; all receive the blessings of the same heaven.





     With God there is neither day nor night, neither far nor near.





     Faith is just like filial obedience to parents.
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     When  prayer fails to help you accomplish your purpose, know that something 


is lacking in your sincerity.





     Do not profess love with your lips while you harbor hatred in your heart.





     One  should  not  be  mindful of suffering in his own life and unmindful of 


suffering in the lives of others.





     Happy  is  the  man  who cultivates the things that are hidden and lets the 


things that are apparent take care of themselves.





     When  the  heart  of  Amaterasu-omi-Kami and our hearts are undivided, then 


there is no such thing as death.





     In all the world there is no such thing as a stranger.
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final map of religions in Eurasia in 600 A.D.
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            W R I T I N G S   F R O M   T H E   S C R I P T U R E S 


        A N D   T E A C H I N G S   O F   T H E S E   R E L I G I O N S 





     All  the  major  religions  of  the  world  have  been  attempts to discern 


universal  truths  and to teach people a good way to live.  It is interesting to 


see  that  in  their  scriptures  and  teachings,  they  often expressed similar 


beliefs  and guidelines for living.  The reader may also note that some of these 


expressions  have also been accepted as expressions of wisdom by people who have 


chosen not to embrace any particular religion.





     Those who do not abandon mercy will not be abandoned by me.  Shinto


     


     Compassion is the root of religion, pride the root of sin.  Hindu


     


     Wherein  does  religion  consist?   It  consists in doing as little harm as 


     possible,  in  doing  good  in  abundance,  in  the  practice  of  love, of 


     compassion, of truthfulness and purity in all walks of life.  Buddhist


     


     Love is the beginning and end of the Torah.  Jewish


     


     Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before God and the father is this, to visit 


     the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep himself 


     unspotted before the world.  Christian


     


     A  man  asked  the  Prophet  what was the mark whereby a man might know the 


     reality  of  his  faith.   He  said, "If thou derive pleasure from the good 


     which  thou  hast  done,  and  be  grieved  for  the  evil  which  thou has 


     committed, thou art a true believer.  Islamic


     


     True  goodness  is  loving  your  fellow  men.  True wisdom is knowing your 


     fellow men.  Confucian


     


                                       �������


     


     What  is  hurtful to yourself do not to your fellow man.  That is the whole 


     of the Torah and the remainder is but commentary.  Jewish


     


     This  is  the sum of duty; do naught to others which if done to thee, would 


     cause thee pain.  Hindu


     


     Hurt not others with that which pains yourself.  Buddhist


     


     All  things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 


     them; for this is the law and the prophets.  Christian


     


     Do  unto  all  men  as  you  would  they should do unto you, and reject for 


     others what you would reject for yourself.  Islamic


     


     What  a man dislikes in his superiors, let him not display in the treatment 


     of  his  inferiors;  what  he dislikes in inferiors, let him not display in 


     the service of his superiors.  Confucian


     


     Tzu  Kung  asked  saying:   Is  there any one maxim which ought to be acted 


     upon  throughout  one's  whole life?  The Master replied:  Surely the maxim 


     of  reciprocity is such:  Do not unto others what you would not they should 


     do unto you.  Confucian
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                                       �������


     


     To  see  another's fault is easy; to see one's own is hard.  Men winnow the 


     faults  of others like chaff; their own they hide as a crafty gambler hides 


     a losing throw.  Buddhist


     


     First  cast  out  the  beam  out  of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see 


     clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.  Christian


     


     If  every  one  saw  his  own  faults first, how should he be neglectful of 


     correcting  himself.   These people are thoughtless as to, and unacquainted 


     with  themselves; and consequently they speak of the faults of one another. 


     Islamic


     


     Do  not  call  attention  to  the  faults  of others; nor boast of your own 


     excellence.   Stay  evil,  and  promote  goodness.   Renounce  much; accept 


     little.  Taoist


     


     A gentleman blames himself, while a common man blames others.  Confucian


     


                                       �������


     


     Judge not thy neighbor.  Buddhist


     


     Judge not thy neighbor till thou are in his place.  Jewish


     


     Judge  not,  and  ye  shall not be judged; condemn not, and ye shall not be 


     condemned; forgive and ye shall be forgiven.  Christian


     


     Fight thine own sins, not the sins of others; . . .  Confucian


     


     Who  is  a  believer?  .  .  .  Although  occasionally criticized, he never 


     criticizes.  Islamic


     


                                       �������


     


     Blessings give for curses.  Hindu


     


     Love  your  enemies,  do  good to them that hate you, bless them that curse 


     you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.  Christian


     


     Let a man overcome anger by kindness, evil by good.  Buddhist


     


     To  the  good,  I would be good.  To the not-good, I would also be good, in 


     order to make them good.  Taoist


     


     Recompense injury with kindness.  Taoist


     


                                       �������


     


     Just  heaven is not so pleased with costly gifts, offered in hope of future 


     recompense,  as  with  the  merest  trifle set apart from honest gains, and 


     sanctified by faith.  Hindu
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     "Amen,  I  say  to  you,  this  poor  widow  put in more than all the other 


     contributors  to  the  treasury.   For they have all contributed from their 


     surplus  wealth,  but  she,  from her poverty, has contributed all she had, 


     her whole livelihood."  Christian


     


     The  best of alms are those given by a man of small means who gives of that 


     which has earned by labor, and gives as much as he is able.  Islamic


     


     The  sage  does  not  accumulate for himself.  The more that he expends for 


     others,  the  more  does  he possess of his own.  The more that he gives to 


     others, the more does he have himself.  Taoist


     


                                       �������


     


     True happiness consists in making happy.  Hindu


     


     Full  of  love  for all things in the world, practising virtue, in order to 


     benefit others, this man alone is happy.  Buddhist


     


     Happy  now  the  believers,  who  humble them in their prayer, and who keep 


     aloof  from  the  vain  words,  and  who  are  doers of alms-deeds, and who 


     restrain their appetites . . .  Islamic


     


                                       �������


     


     Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  Christian


     


     What  pleases  the  deity  is  virtue  and sincerity, and not any number of 


     material things.  Shinto


     


     For  I desired mercy, and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than 


     burnt offerings.  Jewish and Christian


     


     Love  is this--that thou should'st account thyself very little and God very 


     great.  Islamic
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      S U G G E S T I O N S   F O R   A D D I T I O N A L   R E A D I N G 





     The  following  list of books is offered as only a partial list.  There are 


many  other  excellent  books  available  on  the  subject of religions.  If the 


reader  is intertested in reading more, he/she should visit the school or public 


library.
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Brantl, George (ed)  Catholicism, George Braziller, 1961.
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     Fawcett Publications, 1951.





Dunstan, J. Leslie (ed)  Protestantism, George Braziller, 1961.
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Gard, Richard A. (ed)  Buddhism, George Braziller, 1961.
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     Christianity and the World Religions:  Paths to Dialogue with Islam,


     Hinduism, and Buddhism, Doubleday and Co., 1986.





Lewis, John  The Religions of the World Made Simple, Made Simple Books, 1968.





Nigosian, S.A.  World Religions, McCougal, Littell and Co., 1974.





Parrinder, Geoffrey (ed)  World Religions:  From Ancient History to the


     Present, Facts on File Publications, 1971.





Renou, Louis  Hinduism, George Braziller, 1961.
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     Fawcett Books, 1956.
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