Acidic Fatwa
New Delhi, August 20: Militants Issue "Islamic Dress Code" in Kashmir 
As if a decade of violence was not enough, women in Kashmir are now being targeted by militants to adhere to an "Islamic dress code". Displaying posters in villages of south Kashmir, splashing acid on faces of women, and even shooting at those found dressing "immodestly" — militants have, since the beginning of this month, gone to extremes to forcibly make women adhere to the dress code, which makes wearing a veil or burqa a must. 

While the Indian media and people in general have widely condemned the militants' campaign to impose the dress code, women in the Valley — torn by militancy and bloodshed — have been gripped by a new fear. But as with all fundamentalist diktats, public outcry has failed to evoke any change in militants' stance, which specified that all must adhere to the "Islamic dress code" by August 15. And Kashmir dreads suffering from the same fate as that being meted out to Afghanistan by the Taliban. 

Acid Test
Consider the most recent attacks on women found disobeying the "dress code" in Kashmir:
· On August 8, two young women in Srinagar were splashed with acid for walking around without veils and for wearing make-up.
· On August 7, a group of men threw acid on two young women teachers, who were returning from a picnic at Sonmarg. One received burns on face and chest while her companion was scorched on legs.
· On August 6, a 15-year-old girl had stepped out of her house at Mehragunj in Srinagar to see off her friend when two men splashed acid on her. The teenager suffered burns on her face.
· Not long before, a girl was shot dead in Pahalgam for wearing "fashionable" clothes. Another woman, an aaganwadi (playhouse) worker, was shot in the leg by militants for wearing "improper" clothes. Insurgents have also been reported to visit schools and colleges in Kashmir, urging principals to enforce the dress code in their institutions. 

Along with acid attacks on women, posters have been put up in several villages of Kashmir, including those in Shopian, Kellar and Pulwama regions of south Kashmir. The posters instruct women not to wear "modern, provocative and indecent outfits". Even men have been asked to follow a dress code, which includes sporting a beard and wearing loose trousers instead of skin-tight jeans. The posters also insist that people offer Namaz regularly. 

Who is Responsible? 
Following the public outcry, prominent militants groups in the region have distanced themselves from the decree. However, a lesser-known militant outfit called Lashkar-e-Jabbar is reported to have issued the dress code. Some newspapers also reported the outfit to have claimed responsibility for issuing the instructions. 

Panic Attacks 
The new diktat has spread distinct fear among people in the Valley. More and more women are seen wearing burqas or covering their heads with dupattas in public. Reports say that the sale of black silk used for making veils has increased since the acid attacks. The attendance of men in mosques too has been on the rise. 
