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Some statistics on Russia's demographic troubles

The Associated Press 

Population: Down by 4 million in past eight years to 145.5 million. Now world's seventh most populous nation after China, India, United States, Indonesia, Brazil, Pakistan.

Birth rate: 1.3 children per woman, down by half since 1988, compared to 1.99 in United States. Rate of 2.1 required to keep population steady.

Infertility: 10 percent to 25 percent of couples, but estimate includes only those who seek professional help. In United States, the rate is 12 percent to 20 percent.

Infant mortality: Up to 10 percent of newborns die soon after birth; 0.7 percent do in the United States.

Life expectancy: 59 years for men, 72 for women, compared to 72 for men, 79 for women in the United States, 76 for men, 81 for women in Sweden.

Abortions: About 2,000 for every 1,000 live births, compared to 305 abortions per 1,000 births in United States.

Sources: World Health Organization, United Nations Development Program, Russia's Health Ministry and Statistics Committee.
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