Stages of Evolution of Karst Topography
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Early stage – lapiés = Small limestone ridges and pool structures which have developed as a result of the solution of rock by running or standing water.

B. Collapsed caverns numerous create sinkholes on the surface – doline = deep, steep-walled funnel-like sinkholes.

C. In places, sinkholes, or dolines, have coalesced to make open, flat-floored valleys termed poljes.

D. The limestone has largely been reduced, as has local relief.  Surface streams flow and the soil may be suitable for agriculture.

Named after the Karst Plateau in Croatia. Found in Causses region of France, Yucatan Peninsula, Kentucky and southern Missouri, parts of Puerto Rico.

