METAMORPHIC ROCKS

Metamorphic rocks are rocks that have been altered from their original form by heat, chemical activity, and/or pressure. These rocks are altered in texture, structure, mineral composition, and general appearance. The elements remain the same but are arranged in a different manner. These rocks are NOT melted, because then they would be igneous rocks. 

Metamorphic rocks are produced by mountain building activities or contact with an igneous intrusive body. The type of metamorphic rock created depends on the original rock and the nature, intensity, and duration of the metamorphic process involved. 

There are 7 important types of metamorphic rocks; quartzite, slate, phyllite, schist, gneiss, marble, and anthracite coal.

