GLOBAL SEISMICITY

The heavy black dots on this map exhibit a pattern reflecting the seismically active nature of plate boundaries (Convergent, Divergent, and Strike-Slip) and the stable nature of plate interiors (cratons). This figure does not differentiate between strong, deep earthquakes, restricted to Convergent and Strike-Slip boundaries, and shallow, relatively weak earthquakes, typical of Divergent boundaries. 
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The density of Earthquakes along the Convergent margins fringing the Pacific Ocean reflects the high seismic activity of Convergent margins relative to Divergent margins. The Pacific "Ring of Fire," here highlighted in red, is well known for its earthquakes and active volcanism.

