Levels of the Rainforest

By Dawn Duff


There are 3 levels in the tropical rainforest.  The canopy is the top layer that covers most of the forest.  The middle level is called the understory, and the bottom level is called the forest floor.  Each layer is home to many different animals.  The fruits and leaves of the canopy provide food for animals like birds, bats, squirrels, and monkeys.  Giant trees called emergents poke through the top of the canopy.  A layer of small, shade loving trees, bushes, and vines grow in the understory.  Snakes, ocelots, tree frogs, and birds such as guans live in this layer.  Tapirs and other herbivores live on the forest floor, which receives little sunlight.  Predators such as jaquars and snakes hunt these animals.
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These are pictures from a tropical rainforest in Australia!








