[image: image1.png]KOPPEN-GEIGER SYSTEM OF CLIMATE CLASSIFICATION
After R. Geiger and W. Pohl (1953)

Key to letter code designating climate regions:

FIRST LETTER

A,C,D Sufficient heat and precipitation for growth of high-trunked
trees.

A Tropical climates. All monthly mean temperatures over 64.4°F
(18°C).

B Dry climates. Boundaries determined by formula using mean annual
temperature and mean annual precipitation
(see graphs).

C Warm temperate climates. Mean temperature of coldest month:
64.4°F (18°C) down to 26.6°F (—3°C).

D Snow climates. Warmest month mean over 50°F (10°C).
Coldest month mean under 26.6°F (—3°C).

E Ice climates. Warmest month mean under 50°F (10°C).

SECOND LETTER

S Steppe climate
W Desert climate.
f Sufficient precipitation in all months.

m Rainforest despite a dry season (i.e., monsoon cycle).
s Dry season in summer of the respective hemisphere.
w Dry season in winter of the respective hemisphere.

THIRD LETTER

a Warmest month mean over 71.6°F (22°C).

b Warmest month mean under 71.6°F (22°C). At least 4 months have
means over 50°F (10°C.)

c Fewer than 4 months with means over 50°F (10°C).

d Same as ¢, but coldest month mean under —36.4°F (—38°C).

A Dry and hot. Mean annual temperature over 64.4°F (18°C).

k Dry and coid. Mean annual temperature under 64.4°F (18°C).

}— Boundaries determined by formulas(See graphs).





