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COURSE DOMAIN AND BOUNDARIES
This course is designed as an introduction to social research for social work or other students interested in social research. The primary purposes of the course are to enable students to become informed consumers of research published in their field of practice and to conduct research in their practice settings. Special attention is given to the field of social work and the issue of accountability in knowledge building for the profession. An additional goal is to provide students with reference materials that will be useful to them in their future work. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. To familiarize students with the role research plays in the social work profession.

2. To acquaint students with the professional social work literature.

3. To present the scope and content of methods of design which are applied in social research

4. To introduce a comprehensive range of issues in conducting social research, including design, measurement, reliability, validity, scaling, sampling techniques, and ethical concerns in research with human subjects.

5. To introduce how ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation and other cultural variables impact upon and are affected by the research process.

6. To give the students the opportunity to address a research question that interests them. Students will formulate a research question/hypothesis, develop and pilot a questionnaire.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Royse, D. (2001). Research methods in social work (4th Edition). Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole.
Recommended text

Norusis, Marija (2002). SPSS 11.0 Guide to Data Analysis. New Jersey:  Prentice Hall.

OBJECTIVES AND ASSIGNMENTS

Because each class builds on the previous one, it is important to attend each class and to make sure you understand the information from that class. If you miss one or more classes you will quickly fall behind. You will need an understanding of basic statistical analysis to complete your research project. Statistics is a prerequisite for this class.

Assignment 1: Research question and hypothesis 

a. Start with a problem statement

b. State your research question in simple, non-technical terms. (i.e., Is the level of substance use among youth related to their academic performance?) 

c. What is the dependent variable? The independent variable/s? 

d. How are the dependent and independent variables related? This is the hypothesis. (Youth who abuse substances are more likely to have poor academic outcomes than non-substance using youth.)

e. Operationalize key concepts used in your hypothesis (i.e. - key concepts are:  youth, abuse, substances, and poor academic outcomes) 

f. What other variables are important or in other words are there circumstances that would make this relationship not true (i.e. gender, parental support, treatment for substance abuse).

Assignment 2: Reviewing the literature related to your question. 

a. Begin with a paragraph describing the problem you hope to explore.

b. Select 2 research articles from the library that are relevant to your hypothesis. Research articles describe a completed research project and are found in scholarly journals and each should contain a methods section. (See back of Roysee text for journal listing).

c. Summarize each article in your own words. Include the research question or hypothesis being explored in the article, a description of the sample used in the study, a summary of the findings and any limitations to the study (your views not the authors).

d. How do the findings from these articles support/refute your hypothesis?

e. Articles should be cited using APA format. 

Assignment 3: Developing the questionnaire and protocol

a. Develop a questionnaire that addresses your research question.

b. The questionnaire should include demographics and measures for your independent and dependent variables

c. Attach a copy of your coded questionnaire. Indicate the level of measurement of each variable.

SPSS-Lab Assignments

There will be five lab assignments given throughout the semester. Each assignment will be handed out in class. The goal is to help you learn how to code, enter, and analyze data using the SPSS statistical program. We will go over each assignment in class, but you will complete the assignment on your own during the class period. Lab assignments are worth 10 points each.

Reading/Lecture Quizzes

Five quizzes will be given throughout the semester to ensure that students are reading and understanding the material. Any student who must miss class on a day of an assigned quiz must make arrangements to take the quiz prior to the class period. Quizzes are worth 10 points each. The final quiz is worth 15 points as the material covered is more complex.

Extra Credit

Opportunities to earn extra credit may be given throughout the semester at the professor’s discretion.

Assignment Summary and Due Dates

	Assignment
	Point Value
	Due Date

	Quiz 1
	10
	September 12

	Quiz 2
	10
	October 3

	Quiz 3
	10
	October 24

	Quiz 4
	10
	November 14

	Quiz 5
	15
	December 5

	
	
	

	Hypothesis/Research Question
	15
	September 19

	Literature Review
	15
	October 17 

	Questionnaire Design
	15
	November 28

	
	
	

	SPSS-Lab Assignment 1
	10
	September 26

	Lab 2
	10
	October 10

	Lab 3
	10
	October 31

	Lab 4
	10
	November 7

	Lab 5
	10
	November 28


Total points possible for the course = 150

	A       
	143-150

	A-     
	142-135

	B+     
	134-129

	B        
	128-124

	B-    
	123-120

	C+   
	115-119

	C      
	114-110

	C-   
	105-109

	F      
	104--below


COURSE SCHEDULE
· August 22        Course overview

· To provide a basic understanding of the importance of research to the social work profession. 

· To address any questions or reservations students may have about their interest in or ability to carry out research. 

Readings:  Royse, Chaps. 1
· August 29       Deciding on the Question

· To understand the basic steps in the research process and ethical concerns in conducting research. 

Readings:  Royse, Chap. 2 

       (September 5    No class)
· September 12   Developing the Question

       (Quiz 1)

·   To understand how to develop a research question to explore.
Readings:  Royse, Chap. 2. 

· September 19
   Descriptive Statistics

       (Assignment 1 due)

· To review the use of descriptive statistics in data analysis. 
Readings:  Royse, Chap. 12, pp.276-286
                   Kirkpatrick & Feeney, Chap. 6

· September 26    Utilizing Library Resources and Research Writing

       (Lab 1 due)

· To learn about library resources via the Internet. You will use part of this class for library research to complete written assignment 2.

· To learn the basics of research writing and literature reviews.
Readings: Royse, Chapter 13
· October 3    Developing Needs Assessments

(Quiz 2)

· To understand the purpose of needs assessments

Readings:  Needs assessment by Royse. D., Thyer, B. A., Padgett, D. K.,  

                   & Logan, T. K. (2000).
· October 10    Questionnaire Design

       (Lab 2 due)

· To begin understanding how to develop questionnaires used in data collection 

Readings:  Royse, Chap. 7


· October 17    Inferential Statistics

(Assignment 2 due)

· To review the use of inferential statistics in data analysis. This will help you learn which analyses to use for your data

Readings:  Royse, Chap. 12
· October 24    Sampling

      (Quiz 3)

· To understand how to select a sample, sampling techniques and ethical issues involved with sample selection

Readings: Royse, Chap. 8

· October 31
Organizing Data

       (Lab 3 due)
· To understand other types of data collection including interviews and observation, use of standardized questionnaires and secondary data

· Understand how to code and organize qualitative and quantitative data for analysis

Readings:  Kirkpatrick & Feeney, Chaps. 1 & 2
· November 7    Ethical Issues in Social Work
       (Lab 4 due)
· To understand the role of ethics and the protection of human subjects in social work research

Readings:  Royse, Chap. 3
· November 14    Qualitative Data Analysis

      (Quiz 4)

· To understand the use of and need for qualitative data 

· To learn methods utilized for qualitative data analysis

Reading:  Royse, Chap. 10
      (November 21     No class)

· November 28    Program Evaluation & Practice Evaluation

       (Assignment 3 & Lab 5 due)

· To learn the various designs utilized for program evaluation 

· To understand the use of single subject design in the evaluation of practice

Readings:  Royse, Chap. 11
· December 5    Course Evaluation 
       (Quiz 5)
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