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Unit 1: Implicit Claims Analysis 

Background:
In this class, we will discuss the implicit and explicit claims that writers – like Mike Rose – use to construct their arguments.  This unit challenges you to further investigate and interrogate the various claims that Rose makes in his book. At the same time, you will take a stance and respond to the ideas of another author by affirming, challenging, and/or contradicting one of these claims.  In other words, you will synthesize – or pull together – various parts of a text into a single, unified argument. Your essay should make meaningful connections between different parts of texts in order to develop an argument about a claim.

Brainstorming, Research, and Analysis:
In Lives on the Boundary, Mike Rose provides stories of his educational experiences both inside and outside of school.  Often, these stories may appear to be unrelated to one another.  However, for this essay, you will read this text closely and critically in order to understand how these stories work together to develop specific claims about myths within the American education system.  

Then, in a 4-5 page paper, construct an argument that affirms, critiques, expands upon, and/or challenges one of these implicit claims.  In other words, you will analyze one of Rose’s claims by personally engaging with it in some way, perhaps by comparing it to another text we’ve read in the course, connecting it to current local, state, national or international events, or relating it to your own personal experiences.  For example, you could use the examples of Ken Harvey (in chapter 2) and Harold (in chapter 5) to challenge the idea that working hard is the key to social mobility.  Regardless of which claim you choose to analyze, you should explain how the specific anecdotes, stories, and other types of evidence in Rose’s text work together to develop this claim.

Goals
The goals of this assignment are (1) to synthesize ideas from multiple texts into an original argument and (2) to become conversant with some of the theoretical issues that concern composition scholars and teachers.

The Process and Writing Calendar
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday, September 23 – Friday, September 25 – Conferences (first draft due at your conference)
Tuesday, September 29 – Second draft due (bring two copies)
Thursday, October 1 – Portfolio 1 due (along with the final draft of the Implicit Claims Analysis)

Rubric
(Subject to change as announced and posted.)

	Structure/Organization:
· Follows prompt, use approved topic 
· Clear, focused purpose 
· Well-written thesis that represents the essay in its entirety
· Brief summary of the original text to help the reader(s) understand the topic
· Introduction is attention-getting
· Sets context, motive and criteria for analysis
· Introduces the sources by providing relevant background information (author, title)
· Clear organization with well-structured paragraphs (MEAL Plan)
· Utilizes effective transitions between main ideas and paragraphs (flows well)
· Resolution/conclusion 

	
Development/Detail:
· Analysis is developed and fully explained
· Analysis demonstrates depth of thought, going beyond surface meaning for each example
· Demonstrates a solid understanding of Rose’s arguments by explaining, questioning, illustrating, affirming, and/or elaborating on his ideas
· Each main point (paragraph) includes specific details from the text as examples
· Quotations are smoothly worked into paragraph, not dropped in
· Quotations and other examples are fully explained in connection to thesis
· Essay demonstrates a certain level of maturity, professionalism and appropriateness
· Makes significant revisions from draft to draft, not just sentence-level changes


	Polish:
· Grammar
· Active verbs, present tense  
· Clarity 
· Sentence structure and variety
· Punctuation—commas, colons, dashes and semi-colons
· Mechanics
· Works Cited page in MLA format







