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School of Social Work
University of Missouri-St. Louis
One University Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63121-4499
Sharon Johnson@umsl.edu

EDUCATION
2002 Master of Psychiatric Epidemiology, Washington University

1999 Doctorate of Philosophy in Social Work, Washington University

1992 Master of Social Work, Washington University

1989 Bachelor of Arts in Social Work, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2016- Dean, School of Social Work, UM-St. Louis

2014-16  Director, BSW Program, School of Social Work, UM-St. Louis

2014-- Professor, School of Social Work, UM-St. Louis

2005-14 Associate Professor, School of Social Work, UM-St. Louis

1999-05 Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, UM-St Louis

1991-95 Sentencing Specialist, Missouri State Public Defender System, St. Louis
1990-91 Social Worker, Guardian Angel Settlement Association, St. Louis, MO
1989-90 Case Administrator, Lutheran Child & Family Services, Worcester, MA

TEACHING

1999-- University of Missouri-St. Louis, School of Social Work
Health and Mental Health of Racial and Ethnic Minorities; Program Evaluation;
Diversity and Social Justice; Social Work Research Methods and Analysis I ;Social Work
Research Methods and Analysis II; Research Design in Social Work; Theory and Practice
w/ Children and Youth, Interventive Strategies for Social Work Practice; Health & Mental
Health of Ethnic and Racial Minorities

1996-98 Teaching Fellow and Adjunct Lecturer, Washington University, School of Social
Work, St. Louis, Missouri
Human Behavior in the Social Environment, Social Problems of Children and Youth


mailto:Sharon_Johnson@umsl.edu

RESEARCH

2009-19 Director, Center for Family Research & Policy, School of Social Work,
University of Missouri-St. Louis

2000-03 Post-Doctoral Fellow, Biostatistics and Psychiatric Epidemiology, Washington
University School of Medicine, T32 MH17104 (Linda Cottler, PI)

1997-99  Project Coordinator, Choices of Life for Adolescent Success Study, School of
Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis, MO (L. Davis, PI)

1997-98 Data Analyst, Social Work Career Development Group, School of Social Work,
Washington University, St. Louis

1996-99 Pre-Doctoral Research Awardee, National Institute of Mental Health Minority
Supplement to Mental Health Services: Youth Access and Utilization Project, (A.
Stiffman, P.I.) Washington University, School of Social Work, Grant No. 5 R24
MH50857-05

1991 Research Assistant, Evaluation of a motivational gang prevention program;
Washington University, School of Social Work (A. Stiffman, PI)

1991-92 Research Assistant, Comparative assessment of the sex-role attitudes of African-
American women; School or Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis,
MO (L. Chadiha, PI)

1990-91 Trainee, Minority Mental Health, National Institute of Mental Health,
Washington University, St. Louis, MO (R. Pierce, PI)

Funded research

2018-20 Principal Investigator, FY2018 Behavioral Health Workforce Education Training
Grant-OUD Competitive Supplement, Health Resources and Services
Administration, MO1HP31366-02-01 ($239,984)

2017-21  Principal Investigator, Behavioral Health Workforce Education Training Grant,
Health Resources and Services Administration, MO1HP31366 ($1,872,190)

2016-18 Co-Investigator, Saint Louis County Safety + Justice Challenge. John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. 16-1601-150547-CJ ($2,250,000).

2015-18 Co-Principal Investigator, Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to
Treatment (SBIRT) Health Professions Student Training — An Inter-University
Collaboration, SAMHSA, Grant # 1H79T1026013-01

2015 Co-Investigator, St. Louis County Justice Reform Project, MacArthur

Foundation Safety and Justice Challenge Planning Grant
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2014-17 Principal Investigator, Behavioral Health Workforce Enhancement Training
Grant, Health Resources and Services Administration, GO2HP27945

2014-15 Principal Investigator, Jennings High School Site-based Health Clinic Project
Evaluation, The SPOT- Washington University

2013-14 Principal Investigator, Academic Intentions of Transfer-Involved Youth, UM-St.
Louis Public Policy Research Center Faculty Fellow Award

2012-13  Co- Investigator, Applied Research Collaborative Project with St. Louis County’s
Children’s Service Fund Needs Assessment

2011-13  Principal Investigator, Community Mentoring Services Program Evaluation,
Area Resources for Community and Human Services,

2010-13  Principal Investigator, Project Research to Action in Mentoring Department of
Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 2010-JU-FX-0114

2009-10 Co-Principal Investigator, The Safe Date Project Evaluation, Hoyleton Youth
and Family Services

2006-09  Principal Investigator, The Father Factor in Research with Adolescents,
University of Missouri System Research Board

2004-09 Principal Investigator, Developmental Psychopathology and Maternal Substance
Use, National Institute of Mental Health, 1IK01 MH067771 w/ no-cost extension
funded until 08/31/2010

2002-05 Diversity Liaison, SAMSHA National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative, Level III
Site. (J. Wherry, PI)

2002 Principal Investigator, “Quantitative Analysis of Violence among Substance-
Abusing Women”, University of Missouri-St. Louis Faculty Research Award.

Publications

Gearhart, M. C., Berg, K. A.*, Jones, C.*, Johnson, S. (Accepted) Fear of Crime, Implicit
Bias and Gun Ownership. Health & Social Work.

Pickard, J. G., Johnson, S. D., & Shen, H-W. (Accepted). African American and
European American Clergy's Counseling of Older Adults. Review of Religious Research.
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Williams Woodson, S. L., Pickard, J. & Johnson, S. D. (Accepted). An examination of the
relationship between religious/spiritual practices and addiction among African
American women. Social Work and Christianity-Special Issue on Addictions.

Cunningham-Williams, R. M., Jones, B. D., Butler-Barnes, S., Wells, A., Williams
Woodson, S. L., & Johnson, S. D., Pilar, M. R. (2018) Stress, stressors, and
substance use: Differential risk for hookah use among African American female
college students. Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse. Published online 22 Oct 2018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15332640.2018.1511492

Williams, S. L., Cabrera-Nguyen, E. & Johnson, S. D. (2018). Examining the impact of
race/ethnicity and gender intersectionality on preferences of social distance from

individuals with mental health conditions. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social
Environment, 28 (3), 370-380. https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2018.1433572

Johnson, S. D., Williams, S. L. & Pickard, J G. (2016). Trauma, religion, and social
support among African American women. Social Work and Christianity, 43(1), 60-73.

Johnson, S. D. & Williams, S. L. (2015). Solution-focused strategies for effective
sexual health communication among African American parents and their
adolescents. Health and Social Work, 40(4), 267-274. doi: 10.1093/hsw/hlv056.

Johnson, S. D. (2015). Substance abuse and parenting among African American mothers
of adolescents. Child and Adolescent Social Work, 32(5), 455-463. doi:10.1007/s10560-
015-0383-7.

Johnson, S. D. (2014). Comparing reports of trauma exposure among African American
youth and their substance using mothers. Family Process, 53(2), 214-224. DOI:
10.1111/famp.12050

Shen, H-W., Pickard, J.G., & Johnson, S. D. (2013). Self-esteem mediates the relationship
between volunteering and depression for African American caregivers. Journal of
Gerontological Social Work, 56(5), 438-51.

Johnson, S. D. (2013). African American adolescents’ interactions with their substance
using mothers. Families in Society, 94(2), 121-128.

Johnson, S. D. (2013). Project Research to Action in Mentoring, Final Report (Report No.
244534). Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, U. S. Department of
Justice, December.

Johnson, S. D., Cottler, L.B., Ben Abdallah, A., & O-Leary, C. (2012). Personal and
contextual influences on firearm possession among substance using women.
Substance Use and Misuse, 47(11), 1200-1207.

Calvert, W. J., Isaac, E. P. & Johnson, S. D. (2012) Health-related quality of life and health

promoting behaviors in black men. Health and Social Work, 37(1), 19-27. DOI:
10.1093/hsw/hls001
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Pickard, J. G., Inoue, M., Chadiha, L. A., & Johnson, S. (2011). The relationship of social
support to African American caregivers’ help-seeking for emotional problems. Social
Service Review, 85 (2): 247-65. DOI: 10.1086/660068.

Johnson, S. D., Cottler, L.B., Ben Abdallah, A., & O-Leary, C. (2011). History of sexual
trauma and sexual adult behaviors reported by community-recruited substance using
women. AIDS and Behavior, 15:172—-178. DOI 10.1007/s10461-010-9752-6

Johnson, S. D., Cottler, L. B., O’Leary, C. C., Ben Abdallah, A. (2010). The association of
trauma and PTSD with the substance use profiles of alcohol and cocaine dependent
out-of-treatment women. The American Journal on Addictions, 19(6), 490-495.

Inoue, M., Pickard, J.G., Saleeby, P., & Johnson, S. (2009). African American caregivers’
breast health behavior. Health Education Research, 24(5), 735-747.

Johnson, S. (2009, October 7). Guiding Clinicians to Treatment Integration [A Review of
the book Trauma Services for Women in Substance Abuse Treatment: An Integrated
Approach]. PsycCritiques-Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books, 54 (Release
40) Article 1.

Johnson, S. D. (2008). Substance abuse, post traumatic stress disorder and violence.
Current Opinion in Psychiatry, 21. 242-246.

Johnson, S. D. (2008). High-risk behaviors. In G. Fischer & N. Roget (Eds.)_Encyclopedia of
Substance Abuse Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery. Sage Publications.

Striley, C.L.W., Johnson, S. D., Cottler, L.B. (2008). Health care disparities among out-of-
treatment cocaine users in St. Louis. Missouri Medicine, 105(1):72-78.

Williams, J. H., Davis, L. E., Johnson, S. D., Williams, T., Saunders, J., & Nebbit, V.
(2007). The relation of substance use, family and community norms to African
American adolescent academic performance. Social Work Research, 31(3), 151-161.

Johnson, S. D., Striley, C., Cottler, L. (2007). Co-morbid substance use and HIV- risk in
older African American drug users. Journal of Aging and Health, 19(4), 646-658.

Johnson, S. D., Striley, C., Cottler, L. (2006). The association of substance use disorders
with trauma exposure and PTSD among African American drug users. Addictive
Behavior, 31(11), 2063-2073.

Johnson, S. (2006, February 1). When neighborhoods undergo therapy. [A Review of the
book Multisystemic Therapy and Neighborhood Partnerships: Reducing Adolescent
Violence and Substance Abuse. PsycCRITIQUES—Contemporary Psychology: APA
Review of Books, 51 (Release 5), Article 8.
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Johnson, S. (2005, October 19). Making a mountain into a molehill. [A Review of the
book Social Work Practice with Children and Families: A Family Health Approach
PsycCRITIQUES—Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books, 50 (Release 42),
Article 14.

Johnson, S. D., Phelps, D. L., & Cottler, L., (2004). The association of sexual dysfunction
and substance use in a community epidemiological sample. Archives of Sexual
Behavior, 33(1), 55-63.

Johnson, S., Davis, L., Williams, J. (2004). Enhancing social work practice with ethnic
minority youth. Child & Adolescent Social Work Journal, 24(6), 611-627.

Johnson, S. D., Cunningham-Williams, R. & Cottler, L. (2003). A tripartite of HIV-risk for
African American Women: The Intersection of Drug use, Violence & Depression.
Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 70(2), 169-175.

Davis, L., Saunders, J., Johnson, S., Miller-Cribbs, J. & Scheuler-Whitaker, L. (2003).
Predicting positive academic intentions among African American males and females.
Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 33(11), 2306-2326

Johnson, S., North, C. & Smith, E. (2002). A three year study of psychiatric disorders after
a courthouse shooting spree. Community Mental Health Journal, 38(3), 181-194.

Davis, L., Johnson, S., Miller-Cribbs, J. Cronen, S. & Whitaker, L. (2002). In Brief: Factors
influencing African American youth decisions to remain in school. Journal of
Adolescent Research, 17(3), 223-234.

Miller-Cribbs, J., Cronen, S., Davis, L., & Johnson, S. (2002). An exploratory analysis of
factors that foster school engagement and completion among African American
students. Children & Schools, 24(3), 159-174.

Johnson, S., L. Cottler, R. Cunningham-Williams. (2002) HIV-risk, violence, and
depression among African American female drug users, Drug and Alcohol Dependence,
66: S87.

Johnson, S., Stiffman, A., Hadley-Ives, E. & Elze, D. (2001). An analysis of stressors and
co-morbid mental health problems that contribute to youths’ paths to substance-
specific services. Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, 28(4), 412-426.
DOI: 10.1007/BF02287772

Johnson, S. D. (2001). The interaction of social and psychosocial factors in the
development of violence: Reformulation of theory examining a sample of African
American youth. Proceedings of the Thirteenth National Symposium on Doctoral Research
in Social Work (pp. 45-49). Ohio State University, Columbus, OH
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Hadley-Ives, E., Stiffman, A. R., Elze, D., Johnson, S., & Dor¢, P. (2000). Measuring
neighborhood and school environments: Perceptual and aggregate approaches.
Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 3(1), 1-27.

Johnson, S. (1999). The social context of youth violence: A study of African American
youth. International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health, 11 (3-4), 159-173.
DOI: 10.1515/1JAMH.1999.11.3-4.159

Stiffman, A.R., Hadley-Ives, E., Elze, D., Johnson, S. & Dore, P. (1999). Impact of
environments on adolescents’ mental health and behavior: Structural Equation
Modeling. Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 69(1), 73-86.

Stiffman, A.R., Elze, D., Hadley-Ives, E. & Johnson, S. (1999). Youth and provider
perspectives on social workers’ roles in mental health services. Journal of Social Service
Research. 25(3), 83-97.

Reprinted In E. Proctor, N. Morrow-Howell, & A.R. Stiftman (Eds.), Mental
Health Services and Sectors of Care, pp 83-97. New York, NY. The Haworth Press.

Johnson, S. D., Stiffman, A.R. (1998). Exemplar for applying research to practice:
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. In C.J. Liberton, K. Kutash, & R.M. Friedman
(Eds.),Conference Proceedings: A System of Care for Children’s Mental Health,
Expanding the Research Base (pp. 435-438). Tampa, FL: Research and Training Center
for Children’s Mental Health.

Stiffman, A.R , Elze, D., Hadley-Ives, E., Johnson, S. D. (1998). Service provisions
through gateway sectors: Who, what, & where? In C.J. Liberton, K. Kutash, & R.M.
Friedman (Eds.), Conference Proceedings: A System of Care for Children’s Mental
Health, Expanding the Research Base. Tampa, FL: Research and Training Center for
Children’s Mental Health.

Stiffman, A.R., Elze, D., Hadley-Ives, E., Johnson, S. (1997). The role of the primary

health sector in adolescent mental health services. International Journal of Psychiatry in
Medicine, 27 (4): 348-349.

Invited Talks/ Presentations
2019 Speaker, Eboni Eyes Educational Foundation Scholarship Reception
2019 Panelist, Negotiating Salaries Panel, Certificate in University Teaching Series-UMSL

2018 Keynote Speaker, Washington University Chancellor’s Graduate Fellowship
Program, Spring Recruitment Meeting, St. Louis, MO

2018 Panelist, Responding to Crisis in our Communities. National Association of Deans
and Directors Spring Conference, Hilton Head, SC.
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2017

2017

2017

2017

2015

2015

2014

2011

2008

2008

2006

2006

2005

2003

2003

2003

Panelist, Getting your feet wet! Support from NADD. National Association of Deans
and Directors Schools of Social Work Fall Meeting, Dallas, TX, October.

Moderator, Panel on Social inequities in health and how to effectively address them.
Chancellor’s Graduate Fellowship Program, Fall Conference, October.

Panelist, Preparing students and faculty for policy impact. National Association of Deans
and Directors Schools of Social Work Spring Conference, Newport Beach, CA,
April.

Conference Speaker, The role of mothers in urban youth trauma experiences. Missouri
Institute of Mental Health Annual Trauma Conference, St. Louis, MO, March.

Distinguished Speaker, “Too Close to Home: Exposure and Response to Neighborhood
Violence and Conflict”, University of Arkansas School of Social Work, 75™
Anniversary Celebration.

Panelist, Alternative Research Funding, ORA Research and Innovation Conference
Panelist and Organizer, Navigating the Federal Funding Process. April 16th

Conference Speaker, Beyond the Veil of Mentoring: What Really Works in Reducing Youth
Risk. 10™ Annual Youth Violence Conference, University of Missouri-St. Louis.

Speaker, Challenges of an Independent Research Career. School of Social Work Brown
Bag Series, University of Missouri-St. Louis, February 11™.

Speaker, Preparing for Tenure/ Academia after Tenure. Chancellor’s Graduate
Fellowship Conference and Alumni Reunion. Washington University, January 26th.

Speaker, HIV-Risk among African American Subgroups. World AIDS Day- China.
Tianjin, Peoples Republic of China, December 1-3.

Speaker, A Tripartite of HIV-risk for African American Women. Gay Men’s Health
Crisis. New York, New York, June 12th.

Presenter, Substance Use and Trauma Exposure: An Urban Epidemic. The National
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, St. Louis Area. February 9™,

Presenter, Youth Service Use. The 9" Annual What is a City? Places for Children and
Youth. University of Missouri-St. Louis. October 24th.

Presenter, Trauma and HIV-risk among active drug users. UMSL Trauma Center
Colloquium. May 12,

Presenter, Service Use Patterns of Youths Exposed to Traumatic Events. UMSL Children’s
Advocacy Center. March 6™
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2002

2001

Presenter, Service Utilization among Urban Youth: Barriers to Care & the Need for
Social Justice. The 8™ Annual What is a City? Sustainable Environments and Healthy
Living. University of Missouri-St. Louis. October 8™.

Presenter, The social context of youth violence: Reformulation of theory examining a sample
of African American youth. The 14™ Annual Social Work Doctoral Research
Symposium. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, April 14™.

First-Authored Oral Presentations

2018

2011

2010

2009

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2001

Johnson, S. D. & Easley, R. R. (2018, October). Preparing Schools for Primary
Healthcare Integration. Workshop presented at the 51st Annual Midwest School
Social Work Conference, Clayton, MO.

Johnson, S. D., Psychopathology, HIV-risk and Women’s Health. (Presenter &
Workshop Chair, 4™ World Congress on Women’s Mental Health, Pre-Congress
Workshop, Palacio de Congresos, Madrid, Spain, March 16th

Johnson, S. D. In their own words: How African America youth respond to maternal
substance use. Risk and Resilience Conference: Pathways to Resilience, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, June 9, 2010.

Johnson, S. D. The utility of semi-standardized interviews with African American
youth. Seventh Biennial Qualitative Research Conference, St. Louis, MO.
February 6™ -7%

Johnson, S. D. Urban Youth and Trauma Exposure. Ninth Annual Conference of
the Society for Social Work and Research. Miami, FL. January 13"-16™.

Johnson, S. D. HIV-risk and trauma among African American drug users. Eighth
Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research. New Orleans,
LA. January

Johnson, S. D. Complicated risk: Social Work practice with African American Female
Drug Users. Seventh Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and
Research. Washington, DC. January

Johnson, S. D. Attitudes and Motives Toward Violence Among High School Youths.
Sixth Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research. San
Diego, CA, January

Johnson, S. D. Victimization and Perpetration of Violence Among African American
Drug Users. Washington University School of Medicine Epidemiology Research
Seminar. St. Louis, MO

Johnson, S. D. Victimization and Perpetration of Violence among African American
Drug Users. NIMH Training Programs in Psychiatric Epidemiology and
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2000

1999

1999

1998

1998

1997

1997

1997

Biostatistics: Meeting of Faculty and Trainees. Columbia University, New York,
NY, March.

Johnson, S. D. Examining Youths’ Motives for Violence. Society for Social Work and
Research, Charleston, South Carolina, January.

Johnson, S. D. The Social Context of Youth Violence: A Study of African American
Youth. International Seminar: Violence and Adolescence, Jerusalem, Israel,
November.

Johnson, S.D., & Stiffman, A. The role of family in the mental health of youth.
Society Social Work Research Annual Conference, Austin, TX, January.

Johnson, S.D., & Stiffman, A.R. The role of mental health in the reduction of youth
violence. Annual American Public Health Conference, Washington, D.C.,
November.

Johnson, S. D. & Davis, L. E. Educating Social Workers on the Social
Issues of African American Youth. Council on Social Work Education Annual
Program Meeting, Orlando, Florida, March.

Johnson, S. D., & Stiffman, A.R. Internal and External Violence in Adolescents:
Implications for service delivery. The Seventh Annual Virginia Beach Conference.
Children and Adolescents with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Virginia
Beach, Virginia, September.

Johnson, S., & Stiffman, A.R. Exemplar for applying research to practice: Post
traumatic stress disorder. The 10" Annual Research Conference. A System of Care
for Children’s Mental Health: Expanding the Research Base, Tampa, FL

Johnson, S.D., & Stiffman, A.R. Is a culturally-specific substance use intervention
model needed for African-American adolescents? American Orthopsychiatric
Association 74™ Annual Meeting. Toronto, March.

SERVICE

2015-18

2015-18

2014-16

2010-16

Standing Member, National Institute of Health, Addiction Risks and
Mechanisms (ARM) study section (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2018)

Society for Social Work Research, Conference Cluster Co-Chair-Mental Health
(SSWR Conferences for 2016-2018)

Council on Social Work Education, Minority Fellowship Program-Y outh
Master’s Fellowship Advisory Committee

Member, Center for Violence and Injury Prevention’s Scientific Advisory Team,
Washington University, Brown School of Social Work
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2010

2010-14

2009

2007-15

Reviewer, Association for Medical Education and Research in Substance Abuse
(AMERSA) Conference Workshop Selection Committee

Member, College of Reviewers, Center for Scientific Review

Reviewer, CAPS Technology and Information Core (TIE Core), “What are Black
Women's HIV Prevention Needs?" Fact Sheet 65 (March)

Reviewer, National Institute of Health, Center for Scientific Review

Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2015/01 ZRG1 F16-L (20) L
11/2014; Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2014/01 ZRG1 F16-
L (20) L 10/2013; Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2012/10
ZRG1 F16-L (20) L 06/2012; ZRG1 F11-B Risk Prevention and Health Behavior
Fellowships 11/2007; 03/2008; 06/2008; 11/2008; 07/2009; 03/2010; 7/2010;
10/2010; 11/2010; ZRG1-RPHB-K Health Disparities 02/2008; 02/2009;

ZRG1 RPHB-K Predoctoral Fellowships to Promote Diversity in Health Related
Research, 07/2008; 11/2008; 03/2009; 07/2009; 11/2010; ZRG1 RPIA-K09 F
Risk and Intervention for Addictions 03/2010; 7/2010; 10/2010; 03/2011;
07/2011; 06/2012; 03/2013; ZRG1 SBIB-V NIH Director’s ARRA Funded
Pathfinder Award to Promote Diversity in the Scientific Workforce 6/2010;
ZRG1 F16-B Risk, Health and Healthcare Fellowships 11/2011; 03/2012;
07/2012; PAR-10-018: Accelerating the Pace of Drug Abuse Research Using
Existing Epidemiology, Prevention, and Treatment Research Data 02/2012
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