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SGA to vote on proposed constitution c~anges 

• 

BY PAUL HACKBARTH 

C()-News Edit~r· 

Recommended changes to the 
Student Government Association 
constitution will help avoid confusion 
over tiebreaker rules and officers' 
responsibilities , according to the 
Operations and Rules Committee. 

The committee, headed by Daniel 
Hollander, graduate student, manage­
ment information systems and busi­
ness , talked about the changes, which 
have been the first since 2000. 
Hollander was elected chair of the 
committee last fall. He said the com­
mittee has met regularly to discuss 
modifications to the constitution. 

UMSLDay 
marks big 
effort for 
recrui tmen t 

BY BEN S W OFFORD 
- - -- _ .. . _--- . -- - . 

Staf!Writer 

On Sunday, March 13, prospec­
tive UM-St Louis students will 
have a chance to visit the campus, 
talk to their future teachers and get 
a taste of the UM-St. Louis experi­
ence during UMSL Day. 

The event, sponsored by the 
Admissions Office, will be held 

~ from 1:30 p.m. until 5 p.m. in the 
Millennium Student Center. 

'"This is a good opportunity for 
people who have never visited the 
campus before to spend an after­
noon doing everything they would 
like to do ," Melissa Hattrnan, 

~ director of admissions, said. 'They 
can talk to faculty, they can visit 
student housing, visit the Honors 
College and take tours of the cam­
pus." 

The event would provide oppor­
tunities for prospective students to 
connect with faculty and student 
organizations. 

UMSL Day will begin with 
welcome speeches from Hattrnan 
and others, followed by opportuni­
ties to visit with specific depart­
ment faculty, staff and student 
organizations that will be repre-

~ sented at tables on the different 
floors of the rotunda. 

Two UMSL Day events are held 
every year, one in the spring and 
one in the fall. Last UMSL Day 
more than 25 student organiza­
tions, in addition to representatives 
from most academic departments, 
took part in recruiting students. 
Student Life organizes the student 
organizations that wish to partici­
pate. 

"Student organizations go 
through Student Life so 
Admissions does not know who is 
going to be there," explained 
Yolanda Weatherby, 
Administrative Assistant and an 
organizer of the event. "So what we 
do is put tables out and whoever 
comes fil]s them." 

Most organizations participate, 
Weatherby said, because it is the 
perfect opportunity to attract poten­
tial students to their respective 
organization or academic field. 

"We offer the opportunity to 
every organization on campus, they 
don't all participate, though," 
Hattrnan said. 

see UMS'L DAY, page 3 
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This committee was responsible 
for changes to the election rules after 
a contested election last year. "We 
caIne up with a proposed set of 
changes for the election rules, which 
we submitted and was adopted by the 
Assembly," Hollander said. "We 
don't have the power to make any 
changes." 

Hollander said the University 
Assembly makes the final decision to 
either agree to their recommendation 
as is, accept the proposed changes but 
make their own changes or complete­
ly reject the proposal. 

Hollander and committee mem­
bers presented the refined constitution 
to the University Assembly at the 
SGA meeting on Feb. 18. At . the 

upcoming March 11 meeting, the stu­
dent senate will discuss the changes 
and decide how to proceed,. 

"Assuming they decide to accept 
it, either in whole or in part, and 
approve it, then it ""ill need to be 
approved by the students in a student 
wide referendum," Hollander said. 

Mary Ann Coker, junior, sociolo­
gy and criminology and criminal jus­
tice, is a member of the committee, 
and she shared her input into chang­
ing the constitution. "Most of the pro­
posed changes were presented by the 
executive board as a somewhat uni­
fied group. Some of the changes the 
committee has agreed with, but some 
we voted against," she said. 

While most of the changes 

Erica BUrTUS/ 71Je CUTTent 

Chartwell's Employee Andrew Scott makes a sandwich for a stu­
dent in the Nosh. The new Chartwell's food committee was cre· 
ated to process student's comments on the food service. 

involved cleaning up the document 
and correcting typos and inconsistent 
numbering and lettering, one substan­
tial change to the constitution includ­
ed a clarification of the rule about the 
tie breaking procedure. 

The current constitution states that 
the presiding officer breaks the tie, 
but past members have been confused 
about who exactly the presiding offi­
cer is in that situation. The new revi­
sion clarifies that the chair would 
break the tie. 

Another proposed change added 
the power of veto to the offices of the 
president, vice president and comp­
troller. 

see SQA C ONSTITUTION, page 12 

Constitutional 
changes 
p roposed: 

-Clarifications of student officer 
duties 
-Eliminate position of SGA 
Treasurer 
. Would allow SGA president, 
vice-president and comptroller a 
new veto power over legislation 
-Clarify election rules about tie­
breaking procedures 

New SGA committee 
seeks student input 
about food service 

BY PAUL HACKBARTH 

Co-News Editor 

Students no longer have to keep 
concerns about food service at UM­
St Louis to themselves. Anew com­
mittee will allow students to share 
their views on issues with 
Chartwells. 

The Student Govemment 
Association asked for Chartwells' 
assistance in helping out with the 
new committee. D' Andre Braddix, 
sophomore, criminology and vice 
chair of the executive board for the 
SGA, said, "Food service was an 
issue that we highlighted at an SGA 
retreat in early January." 

Braddix explained that board 
members of the SGA were assigned ' 
tasks, and he received the task of 
forming and leading a food service 
committee. 

Braddix and his committee 
looked at the issues students have 
with food service through 
Chartwells. "Some of the issues 
were customer service, the hours, 
specifically weekend hours, pricing 
and healthier food options," he said. 

The committee agreed on possi-

ble solutions to these issues, such as 
customer service training, smaller 
portions, which could lead to 
reduced prices and trial sessions to 
see what hours of operations worked 
best and if extra hours benefited 
Chartwells. 

The first meeting involved only 
student input, but the next meeting 
will allow John Klein and Gloria 
Schultz, who work closely with 
Chartwells, to give their views. 
Braddix said, 'They can give us 
some background information on the 
contract and also what they've done 
to improve since the last committee, 
which focused mostly on food ser­
vice in the dorms." The third meet­
ing will let Chartwells employees 
have their say. 

"To have a food committee is 
always a good service for the 
University's needs and wants of 
Chartwells," Zhanara Scherer, cater­
ing director for Chartwells, said. 

Scherer talked about students 
having an attitude that they have to 
use Chartwells, but her response to 
those students is '1t's okay. We'll 
work with you." 

see FOOD SERVICE, page 12 

Rep. Bearden discusses higher ed funding 
BY PAUL HACKBARTH 

Co·-NewsEdiiO;··· · . __ ..... _ ... 

Rep. Carl Bearden visited UM-St. 
Louis Friday to speak with students 
in the Pilot House and attempted to 
answer their questions about the stu­
dent curator bill and discrimination 
policies that affect funding at the 
University. 

Bearden, state representative and 
speaker pro tern of the Missouri 
House of Representatives, shared the 
current happenings in the Missouri 
Legislature regarding higher educa­
tion policies. 

Next week, Bearden plans to 
introduce a bill that will restructure 
how the state funds universities. 
After the state can manage an appro­
priate funding level, Bearden said, 
'1' d like us to think a little bit differ­
ently on how we fund high~r educa­
tion." 

One major issue that affects 
University funding involves a bill 
that Bearden co-sponsored last year. 
The bill states that no public institu­
tion that receives state funds shall 

Sports: 
Baseball is in 

the air. 

See page 8 

adopt a nondiscrimination policy that 
exceeds federal standards. 

Besides the federal standards, the 
University added that a person's sex­
ual orientation was protected under 
its nondiscriminatory policy, so this 

bill would directly affect UM-St. 
Louis. 

This year, while he did not co­
sponsor a sinlliar bill, Bearden still 
supported it. This means that the state 
can withdraw the University's fund-

Opinion: 
St. Louis 
County 

smoking 
ban too 

restrictive 
~ ' 

See page 4 

Mike Sherwin/ The CU1Terli 

Assistant to 
the 
Chancellor 
Betty Van 
Uum and 
Chancellor 
Thomas 
George 
listen to 
ASUM 
member 
Charles 
Stadtlander 
during a 
'Lunch with 
A Legislator' 
with 
Missouri 
Rep. Carl 
Bearden, R­
St. Charles. 

ing if the bill passes because of the 
clause that states that a person's sex­
ual orientation is protected just as sex 
or ethnicity is protected. 

see BEARDEN, page 12 
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See page 6 

ACLU speaker 
advocates bill 
to outlaw 
racial profiling 

BY PATRICIA LEE 

··· CO-News Editor 

On March 1, Morris Taylor, 
racial justice fellow of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
and fanner police officer, carne 
to UM-St. Louis to make a case 
against racial profiling. 

Taylor said racial profiling 
affected all people, regardless of 
ethnic background. He used his 
experience as a St. Louis city 
officer in a predominantly black 
neighhorhood as an example. 
"When 1 was an officer, anyone 
who was Caucasian we were told 
to stop," be said. 

He said that while it was 
important for police officers to 
have some discretion in who they 
stop, stopping people on the sole 
basis of race was wrong and inef­
fective. 'The courts have afford­
ed police a tremendous amount 
of leeway in what they can do 
and how invasive their searches 
are," Taylor said. 

Taylor urged his audience to 
do several things to protect their 
rights. He suggested staying 
infonned, being active in poli­
tics, lobbying representatives and 
connecting and networking with 
human rights groups. 

Approximately 100 people 
filled the Century Rooms to par­
ticipate in the discussion or hear 
what Taylor had to say. Some 
professors offered extra credit for 
students who attended. 

'1t sounded interesting and 
my professor offered extra credit 
for it," Leah Hall, junior, crimi­
nal justice, said. '1 don't know 
that much about it and in my line 
of work it would help to know 
more about it." 

Missouri is one of the states 
with laws against racial profiling, 
but Amnesty International is one 
organization that is trying to end 
the practice nationwide. 

'There are laws against it in 
Missouri, but a lot of states don 't 
even have laws against it," 
Michele Landeau, junior, history, 
and member of Amnesty 
International, said. 

The End Racial Profiling Act 
of 2004, pending Congressional 
approval, would establish nation­
wide statutes against racial pro­
filing. By sponsoring a guest 
speaker to talk about racial pro­
filing, Amnesty International 
hoped it would increase support 
for the bill. 

"We're hoping they enjoy the 
speaker, learn what he has to say, 
affect society as a whole and get 
infonnation out," Matt Bales, 
senior, psychology, said. 
"Amnesty is also trying to get 
people to sign postcards to 
Congressman Clay urging him to 
support the End Racial Profiling 
Act in Congress." 

According to Amnesty 
International, the bill was impor­
tant because racial profiling is 
unethical. "Racial profiling not 
only violates basic amendments 
of the Constitution, it also vio­
lates international human rights 
law," Landeau said. 

People left with mixed feel­
ings about the discussion. "I 
agreed with some parts," Gary 
Benton, senior, education, said. 

'1 don't know if [ending racial 
profiling is] a good idea because I 

see RACIAL PROFILING, page 3 
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Mon. March 7 
Monday noon series 
Laura Westhoff, assistant professor 
of history and education, will dis­

cuss her research on the role of 
women in Progressive Era of social 
reform at 12:15 p.m. in 229 J.C. 
Penney Conference Center. 
Attendees are welcome to bring 
their lunches. Light refreshments 
will be served. The lecture is free 

and open to the public, and it's part 
of the Monday Noon Series, which 

is sponsored by The Center for the 

Humanities, Missom1 Arts Council 
and The Regional Arts 
Commission. Call 5699 or visit 

http://www.umsl.edu/-cfh for more 
information . 

Tues. March 8 
Man of La Mancha 
Audition ISenior Theater) 

Etc., UM-St. Louis' senior the­
ater company, will hold auditions 
for an adaptation of "Man of La 
M ancha" at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. in the 
J.e. Penney Conference Center 
audit0l1um. This adaptation is set in 
a rural retirement cOllununity. 
Actors ages 50 to 80 are needed for 
the leading roles and for non­
singing roles to portray residents. 
Younger actors are needed to depict 
staff members. Actors auditioning 
for a leading character should bring 
16 measures of sheet music and 
dress cornfOItably. A pianist will be 

provided, Auditions are free, how­
ever, to participate in the produc­
tion, actors must be members of the 
senior theater. Membership is $25. 
The performance will take place on 
May 2l. Etc, is sponsorcti by the 
College of Fine Al1s & 
Communication, Continuing 
Education & Outreach. Call (3 14) 
352-7980 or visit 
h Up:! /www.umsl.edu/-conted/fin­
earts/noncredit/theatre,-ncpgms,htm 
I for more infonnation. 

Tues. March 8 
Study Abroad Senegal. 
Student talk 
Graphic design students will dis­
cuss their four-week stay in 
Tambacounda, Senegal, during the 
month of December. The students 
took place in a international art fes­
tiva,and traveled aU over Senegal . 

The discussion will take place at 1 
p.m. in the Century Rooms A and B 
in the Millenium Center. 

Wed. March 9 
''Women on the Move" 
Art Exhibition 
"UMSL Women on the Move 
2005." an exhibition featuring art­
wmk by women faculty, staff and 
students at UM-St. Louis, open_ 
today and runs through April 7 at 
Gallery Visio. 190 Millennium 
Student Cent r. T he exhibition also 
will include paintings by St. Louis 

artist Alicia Scholarici and histori­
cal a:Itifacts that chronicle the life 
and career of writer Emily Hahn. 
The artifacts were a:ITanged and 
include notes by Kathleen Butterfly 

Nigro, adjunct assistant professor in 
the Institute for Women's and 
Gender Studies. An opening recep­
tion will take place from 4 p.m. to 

7 p.m. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 

The exhibition is sponsored by the 
Gallery Visio Student Association, 

Call 7922 for more information. 

Wed. March 9 
Midterm Stress Relief 
Fair 

The Midtelm Stress Relief Fair will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 190 
Millennium Student Center. The fair 
will include health screenings, mas­
sages, healthy snacks, wellness infor­
mation, games and prizes. This event 
is free a.nd open to faculty, staff and 
students. Sponsored by the Office of 
M ulticultural Relations. Call 6807 for 
more information. 

Wed. March 9 
HIVJRisky Behavior 
Discussion 

Kim Stiglitz, assistant professor of 
nursing, and Terri Conley, assi tant 
professor of p ychology, will discuss 
"Think You' re Safe? HIV and Risk)' 
Behavior Among Students" at 12:30 
p.m. in 211 Clark Hall. Their pre enta-
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tion is free and open to the public and 
is sponsored by the Institute for 
Women 's and Gender Studies. Light 
refreshments will be served. Call 5581 
for more information. 

Thurs. March 10 
Peter Kaplan Lecture 

As a part of the Visi ting Graphic 
Designer Lecture Series, designer 
Peter Kaplan will lecture from 6:30 
p.m . to 8:30 p.m. in the Millennium 
Student Center Century Room A_ 
Peter will discuss his design styles 
and influences. 

He has been an a.rt director for 
Comedy Central , Spot Design and 
currently works at Ogilvy and 
Mather in New York. His design 
specialities are print design and 
typography, and his work often 
includes offbeat humor and self­
authored explorations. 

This event is f ree and open to the 
public , and is co-sponsored by the 
UM-St. Louis department of Art and 
Art HistOlY and the UM -St. Louis 
American In titute of Graphic Arts 
Student Group. For Info contact 
Jennifer McKnight at 5 16-6965 or 
mcknighti@msx.umsl. edu. 

Mon. March 14 
Study Abroad Senegal. 
Student talk 

Melat, a UM-St. Louis student : 
who was born in Ethiopia. will share 
what it's like to live in Ethiopia and 
the scary and funny challenges of 
making a new life in America. She 

TRAVEL 
LIKE YOU 
MEAN IT. 

*Book a 6, 8 or 10-day 
Eurail Selectpass in March 
and get an additional day free 
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aftDrwardt. "Groat Tripe:l" do not lnc:tuda elrfare. Taxes lind 
ether epplable fees not inciLlded. 

will be attired in her native dress, 
and there will be African music and 
a free Ethiopian lunch. This event is 
sponsored by the Association of 
Student Anthropologists and will 
take place at 1 p.m. in Gallery 210, 
which is located next to the UMSL 
North- Metro Station, in the same 
building as the police department. 
Questions 7 Contact Stacy 
Beckenholdt at umslgal@aol.com. 

Thurs. March 31 
Contest deadline 

Entries due March 31 for a UN 
World Holiday contest held by the 
Center for International Studies. 
Three $3,000 prizes will be awarded 
for each category. Categories 
include essay (2-3 pages), art and 
webpage design (submit on CD). 
Entries should center on the theme, 
"How would a United Nations 
world holiday benefit the world, and 
what willI do to make it happen7 " 

For more information, contact Mike 
Costello at 516-6454, 
costellom@umsl.edu or visit him at 
304-C SSB. 

Sunday ongoing 
Newman Center Mass 

The Catholic Newman Center 
holds mass every Sunday night at 
8:30 in the Bellerive residence hall 
chapel. Mass is also held on 
Tuesday nights at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Newman House. 
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Former war crimes prosecutor speaks on Rwandan genocide 
BY CATHERINE MARQUIS­

H OMEYER 

A&E Editor 

How could the world have done 
nothing during the Rwanda genocide? 
For people who watched the movie 
"Hotel Rwanda," that may have been 
one of the first questions that came to 
mind. 

On Thursday, March 3, attorney 
Allan A. Ryan, Jr. reminded a campus 
audience about 
the world situa­
tion in 1994 when 
the Rwandan 
genocide started. 
At that same time, 
war and genocide 
were also happen­
ing in Yugoslavia. 

Ryan spoke 
about the 

Rwandan geno- Allen A. Ryan 
cide and its after-

genocide. 
The war in Yugoslavia captured 

much of the world's attention when the 
genocides began in Rwanda and that 
situation contributed to the world's 
lack of response. Ryan said, however, 
that there was more to it than- a com­
peting international situation. 

Ryan said that the United States 
"bent over backwards" not to label the 
horrific things happening in Rwanda as 
genocide to avoid ha"ing to do some­
thing about it. He said they took this 
approach because they did not have 
any pressing interest in the Rwandan 
area. The situation was different in 
Yugoslavia, where the United States 
encouraged U.N. involvement because 
it had an interest in what was happen­
ing in Europe. 

Tenaz ShirazianJ The Cunrnl 

is given as a crime in the eyes of the 
government." 

Although the world has had th 
Nuremberg Nazi trials and the Sou 
African Truth and Reconciliation tri­
bunals, the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda is the first judg­
ment on genocide by an intemationa 
court The tribunal's work is expecte 
to continue through 2008. 

The tribunal is based in Arusha, i 
neighboring Tanzania. ''The U.N. U1-
bunal had trouble getting judges t 
serve on the U.N. court at Arusha,' 
Ryan said. "Arusha is not as comfort­
able or as accessible a place as some 
where like the Hague in Europe." 

Like the genocide itself, at first th 
Rwanda tribunals were not given muc 
attention. 

''The Rwandan uibunal was no 
considered a high priority at the time: J 
Ryan said. "It was overshadowed by! 
Yugoslavia but the tribunal has beell 
somewhat redeemed since then." 

math in a talk entitled "Finding Justice 
After Genocide: Rwanda" at 9:30 a.m. 
in Lucas Hall 200. The free lecture was 
sponsored by E. Desmond I.,.ee Global 
Ethic Collaborative, the Center for 
International Studies and the St Louis 
chapter of the American Jewish 
Committee. 

When the truth about the horren­
dous events in Rwanda finally came to 
light, the world could no longer close 
its eyes to the facts. Ryan said that by 
avoiding calling the Rwandan geno­
cide as such, the United States and the 
world could avoid doing anything 
about it because after Nazi Germany, 
calling something "genocide" carried 
an obligation for nations to act. 

Ephrem Andemariam, Editorial assistant journal of immigrnat and refugee studies, and Brian Dale, 
Department assistant of center for international studies, are both so into the speech by Allan Ryan, 
attorney in Harvard Office of Genereal Counsel, that was held in 200 Lucas Hall on March 3rd. 

Rvan wanted students and other 
con~med citizens to be informed anq 
avoid another situation like the 
Rwanda genocides. ''These events 
(genocide) take place in the world from 
time to time," Ryan said. 'We have got 
to learn from Rwanda in order to deal 
with Darfur," referring to the genocide 
currently happening in Africa. 

Genocide is a topic that Ryan, a for­
mer chief war crimes prosecutor for the 
U. S. Department of Justice, knows 
well. From 1980 to 1983, he built cases 
for the Justice Department against Nazi 
war criminals living in the United 
States. 

Ryan also worked with Rwanda's 
government officials and lawyers to 
draft a plan for criminal trials. In 1995, 
he was asked to advise the Rwandan 
government on how to bring justice 
and resolution in the aftermath of the 

Debates about whether to call the 
Rwandan situation "genocide" played 
a role in delaying action and one of the 
things that Ryan wanted to encourage 
is a legal definition for genocide. Since 
the lack of that definition can be used 
to block criminal prosecutions, Ryan 
said such a definition could help pros­
ecutors. 

Politics has played a role in these 
prosecutions in the past, and Ryan was 
concerned the definition might become 
bogged down by the politics of what to 
do about genocide. 

Ryan said that he did not avoid the 
emotional aspect of genocide because 
of indifference, but because the emo­
tional, philosophical and psychological 

UMSL DAY. from page 1 
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Approximately 1,700 invitations 
were mailed out Last semester, 
1,000 prospective students and their 
parents made reservations , with 
more than 60 percent showing up. 

"TIus is an opportunity for any­
one who has expressed interest in 
the University either during high 
school visits, community college 
visits or corporate visits," Hattman 
said. "Anybody in our database." 

Prospective students are also 

given the opportunity to talk to 
admission personnel and fill out 
applications. They can also talk to 
Academic Advising and Financial 
Aid personnel. 

"Many prospective students will 
go to the Admissions office to com­
plete an application or drop one off. 
Many will go to advising if they 
have been admitted. If they have 
any academic or advising questions 
they can meet with advisors in the 

aspects were too enormous to address 
with simple legal means. 

The plan on which Ryan collaborat­
ed with Rwanda's government officials 
and lawyers incorporated a practice of 
traditional Rwandan village justice 
called gacacas. This allowed the trials 
to incorporate a phase that allowed vic­
tims to tell their stories, which was an 
essential part of the Truth and 
Reconciliation trials in South Africa. 

According to Ryan, the events in 
the last century taught people that one 
of the strongest needs of survivors is 
disclosure, not simple revenge. 
Without acknowledgement of their 
suffering, 'the wounds of the victims 

Advising Center," Hattman said. 
A series of information sessions 

will be held throughout the day for 
new students and their parents on 
issues ranging from inforniation for 
parents to infornlation on night 
classes and helping students choose 
majors. Most of the academic col­
leges, along with the Honors 
College and financial aid, will hold 
information sessions. 

"Prospective students will have 

Want to lllake a difference 
on campus? 

Run for a 
Student Government 

Position 
President 

Vice President 
Com ptroller 

Member at Large 

Deadline for applications is April 1 

Be a voice for the 
students 

and make an impact at 

For questions, call 516-5105 

You can pick up applications in 
Student Life and the Student 
Government Office (366 MSC) 

UMSL 

continue to fester. Survivors want the 
world to know what happened and rec­
ognize who should be held account­
able. That holds more importance to 
them than the actual punishment of the 
criminals. 

Ultimately, the Rwandan crimes 
were tried by the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda The tri­
bunal was established by the U.N. 
Security Council to prosecute those 
responsible for the Rwandan genocide 
and to promote peace in the area. 

One of the crimes the tribunal 
addressed was rape, which is not 
always treated as a seriolls crime in 
Africa, where most countries, exclud-

an opportunity to sit through struc­
tured sessions on topics that every 
parent and prospective student 
wants to know about," Hattman 
said. 

Prospective students and parents 
will be able to take tours of the cam­
pus, residence halls and the 
University Meadows apartments 
throughout the day. Refreshments 
will be served on the first floor of 
the Millennium Student Center. 

SMSU name change 
bill passes House, goes 
to Gov. Blunt 

Southwest Missouri State 
University may soon be renamed 
Missouri State University, after the 
House of Representatives passed a 
bill approving the name change. 

Gov. Matt Blunt supported the 
bill and is expected to sign it within 
the next couple weeks. If passed, 
the name change would be effective 
Aug. 28. 

SMSU has been lobbying for 
passage of similar bills for the past 
19 years. Several organizations, 
including the University of 
Missouri Alumni Association and 
the 'Associated Students of the 
University of Missouri opposed the 
name change. 

Some were concerned that 
SMSU would be confused with the 
University of Missouri. The UM­
System flagship campus in 
Columbia was historically known 

ing Rwanda, are highly patriarchal. 
"Rape is often treated as a lesser crime 
in Africa," Ryan said. 

''My impression was that Rwanda 
was not a particularly patriarchal coun­
try; women were in power there before 
the genocide, but the education in the 
country was low," Ryan said. 
"Generally, wealthy families would 
send their children to Europe for an 
education but then the children did not 
come back. 

''The post genocide government has 
a high percentage of women in it," 
Ryan said. ''But I am not sure if this is 
responsible for the low levels of rape in 
the country or the seriousness that rape 

believe in protecting myself and we 
would have a lot more problems if it 
stopped." 

"I thought it was very informative," 
Shelonda Polk, sophomore, nursing, 
said. While she agreed that racial pr0-

filing was wrong and signed a postcard 
to Congressman Clay, she did not think 
racial profiling would end. 

''1 don't believe in it but I don't 
believe there's anything you can do," 
Polk said. ''The bottom line is, as long 

as MissoUli State University. 
Another concern was that SMSU 

would receive a portion of the 
University of Missouri's state fund­
ing. The Missouri constitution 
states that MSU is the state's only 
official university, so there were 
concerns that the University of 
Missouri would lose funds. 

UM President Elson Floyd said 
he would not oppose the bill, pro­
vided SMSU does not duplicate 
certain academic programs or 
receive a greater portion of state 
funding than the University of 
Missouri and does not affect its land 
grant and research mission. 

Proponents of the bill said it 
would increase recognition of 
SMSU, help in recruiting and more 
accurately reflect the school's mis­
sion. 

New task force will 
review UMSL athletics 

Chancellor Thomas George has 
announced a task force reviewing 

Help Wanted: 

For people concerned about Darfur, 
Ryan offered some advice. "TIils U.S. 
administration is unresponsive on thi> 
issue but Congress is acting 
Congressman Jon Corzine, D-Nev. 
Jersey, is leading this effort iD 
Congress and students who want tc 
help should contact Congressmar 
Cor Line," he said. ''The United Natiom 
has a lot to sayan Darfur but the 
United Nations can only act as i~ 

members allow it to act. If this admin· 
istration won't lead, then Congresl 
will ." 

as people can see, there's going to be 
racism. It's stupid. it's dumb, but some­
times people ar-e just afraid of those 
who are differ-ent" 

The Helping Hands student organi· 
zation, Catholic Newman Center, Pan· 
African Association and the Politica: 
Science Academy co-sponsored thf 
event ''1 hope people will be mon 
aware of what's going on in the com 
munity and do something about it' 
Landeau said. 

UM-St. Louis ' s athletic program. 
The task force includes faculty, 
students and alumni and is head­
ed by Stephen Moehrle, assistant 
professor in the college of 
Business Admini s tration. 

Among other things, the task 
force will compare aspects of 
UM-St. Louis 's athletic program, 
including grade point averages 
and graduation rates, student 
participation and attendance and 
athlete recruitment, to those of 
other schools . The findings are 
due at the end of the year. 

It will also look at and make 
recommendations on whether the 
University should change divi- . 
sions in the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference. 

UM-St. Louis currently com­
petes at the Division II level and 
sponsors 5 men's sports and 6 
women's sports. The latest addi­
tion was women's golf, which 
they added in 1997 after elimi­
nating swimming the year 
before. 

HMS Host - Airport food and beverage concessionaire 

seeking a part-time cash room clerk 

Days Required: 

Most Saturdays 

Some holidays 

Friday afternoons 

Monday afternoons 

Requirements: 
Very detailed oriented 

Some periodic heavy lifting (20 lbs) 
Must be able to follow detailed procedures 

Work independently 

Hourly rate $12 
Meal Privileges 

Send resume with cover letter to: 
Dougw.williams@hmshost.com 
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JOHNSON! 
WHO ARE All 
THOSE FtOPlE 
OOl5IDE?! 

\.~ 

~/"e. Current 

IT'S THE SMOk'ERS. SIR! 
The Issu~ 

AND THEY'RE PISSrlJ,,'.' The IIJndoor Clean 

RAWRt 
Air Ordinance" will 

come before St. 

Louis County 

March 7, 2005, 

Gag me with a french fry ; 
As a people of little time and have children, buy them real food 

growing responsibility, coJIege stu- too. One-third of kids born in 2000: 
dents often rely on the divinely will develop diabetes, a number thar: .. 
inspired concept of fast food for daily has skyrocketed alongside the ado-· , 
nutrition. This convenient creation, lescent obesity problem. 
tasty as it may seem, is killing us. In the last ten years, we have; 

I cannot exclude myself from the come to understand the fatal effects! 
nugget-scarfing, burger- of smoking. Though peo-
biting population. In fact, pie still continue to inhale 
I had a hankering for cancer-causing chemi-
French fries when I start- cals, they understand the jii. 

ed watching "Super Size risks. The obesity epi-
Me" last week. The fum, demic has gained some 

Council's Justice and 
nominated for the best media attention, but not 
documentary Academy as much as it deserves. 
Award, follows one man Bottom line: fast food 

Health Committee at 
as he explores the effects can kill us. Obesity and .. of a McDonald's diet. related complications r 

Editorial 
Board 

County should 
let businesses 
decide own 
smoking policies 

If Kurt Odenwald has his way, 
smoking will be banned from all St. 
Louis County public spaces, includ­
ing restaurants, bars and nightclubs. 
His proposal, the "Indoor Clean Air 
Ordinance" will come hefore the 
County Council's Justice and Health 
Conunittee on March 22. 

The council should reject the pro­
posal and instead allow business 
owners to make their own decisions 
about whether to be smoke-free. 

Indeed, smoking is a destructive 
and disgusting habit. According to 
the American Lung Association, cig­
arettes contain 4,800 chemicals, 69 of 
which are known to cause cancer. 
The ALA estimates that 440,000 peo­
ple died each year from smoking­
related illnesses between 1995 and 
1999. 

However, the fact remains that 
smoking is legal, and consumers and 
business ov,-ners are fully c.apable of 
deciding for themselves where their 
priorities lie. 

The government should permit 
business owners to make rational 
choices about the ambience they wish 
to establish, and the customer base 
they want to attract. 

needs and desires of its customer 
base. 

Restauranteurs and bar owners 
may choose to keep the dinner hours, 
when families and children are often 
present, smoke-free while pulling out 
the ashtrays for the late-night crowd. 

Proponents of smoking bans have 
pointed out that other municipalities 
that have effected smoking bans have 
not seen large drops in revenue or 
numbers of restaurants. However, 
this skips over the simple tenet that 
business owners can decide for them­
selves. 

The council should instead rein­
force the message to constituents that 
their dollars and their patronage 
speak volumes. Consumers should be 
vocal, telling business owners why 
they will or will not patronize an 
establishment. 

As an alternative to Odenwald's 
bill, the council could consider legis­
lation to give a county-approved des­
ignation of 'Non-smoking establish­
ment' to be displayed outside restau­
rants and bars that choose to go 
smoke-free, enticing potential cus­
tomers with a non-smoking prefer­
ence. 

the end of March. If 

passed, the ban 

would mandate a 

complete smoking 

ban in all 

establishments, lim-

iting the rights and 

clientele of area 

businesses. 

We suggest 

Let business 

owners decide on 

t he smoking status 

of t heir 

establ ishments, 

and let patrons 

decide if they 

want to visit a 

smoke- f ree 

environment. 

The facts do more than have now reached the 
disturb. They disgusted second cause of pre-
me, literally and figura- KATE DROLET ventabJe death, right 
t· 1 behind smoking. lve y. . . Editor-In-Chief 

Two out of every Interest groups, health 
three adults are over- officials and lawyers 
weight or obese. The realization that have demonized the tobacco indus- :jII 

America is the fattest nation on earth try, yet fast food companies barely 
has grown in recent years, but the have a dent in their grease-coated 
problem continues to grow. reputation. I have yet to find a sur­
According to supersizeme.com, a geon general's warning on the side of 
person would have to walk for seven a Happy MeaL We need to hold the 
continuous hours to bum off the calo- industry accountable for its product, 
ries in a super-sized Big Mac meal even if that just means openly dis- . . , 
(Coke, French fry and burger). playing "nutritional" information 

Unhealthy eating habits have led without a fancy spin. I want to know 
to the increased girth of the that, according to McDonald's, a 
American population, and the collec- large order of fries has 520 calories 
tive inflation of people has led to a and 25 grams of fat. If I enjoy it with 
laundry list of complications, includ- a double quarter-pounder with' 
ing coronary heart disease, adult cheese (730 calories/40 grams of fat) .~ 
onset diabetes, stroke, gall bladder and a Coke (310 calories), I will con-, 
disease, osteoaIihritis, sleep apnea, sume 1,560 calories and 65 grams of 
respiratory problems, cancer fat in one sitting. I would like to be 
(endometrial, breast, prostate and aware that I have nearly devoured 
colon), insulin resistance, asthma, my entire recommended daily caloric .. 
hyperuricemia, reproductive hor- intake. 
mone defects, impaired fertility and Go easy on the big burgers. Opt ~ 
back pain. for the healthier establishments, or 

Despite its deadly effects, the lure plan ahead and bring food from: 
of fast food offers us something home. Do I expect everyone to stop 
quick, cheap and sinfully tasty. How eating fast food? Hardly. We just. 
can a rushed, broke, hungry student ne'ed to understand the consequences 
possibly resist? Buy real food. If you of every bite. 

Media makes sex inescapable 
Think about the la~t commercial 

you saw, or shall I say remember see­
ing. Was it the Victoria's Secret adver­
tisement for the new IPEX bra or the 
Hardees commercial with the woman 
consuming a hamburger while riding a 
mechanical bull? The main ingredient 
in successful commercials, movies and 

I television shows today involves sexual 
implication. 

Although there are commercials 
that do not involve sex, 
the majority do. Watch 
television for about an 
hour and count all of the 
beautiful women and 
rock-hard bodied men 
you see attempting to sell 
a product. In today's 
society, sex sells. While 

This show is about teenagers and the" 
things they go through enteling young: 
adulthood. Either way. both of these : 
shows aI'e on local stations and come ' 
on around 7 or 8 p.m. when children ..... 
are up aIld wanting to watch teleVlslOn. 

Every episode of "Fear Factor" 
includes voluptuous men and women. 
Almost no woman you see on the 
show has any fat or less than pelfect 
looks. Cable television is a eompletely­

KATE D R OLET 

BECKY ROSNER 

M ELISSA M CCRARY 

PAUL HACKBARTH 

PATRICIA LEE 

J A MES D AUGHERTY 

Likewise, consumers ultimately 
hold the power to change business 
policy. Patrons offended by second­
hand smoke should exercise their 
rights and complain to business own­
ers. If an owner finds a large enough 
chunk of its customer base vowing to 
stay away unless smoking is banned, 
guess what? Owners will bow to the 

The law of supply and demand 
will prevaiL If the public clamors for 
non-smoking establishments, busi­
ness owners would be horribly remiss 
in ignoring their call. However, the 
county council should defer to the 
will of the community of business 
owners and their clientele before 
mandating a complete smoking ban. 

So what do you think? humor is also a big-sell­
er, I think commercials 
featuring beautiful peo­
ple beat these out. 

different category because 
they are able to show 
more than network televi­
sion can. Spike TV is a 
station geared towards 
men and Comedy Central 
has a show called The 
Man Show that includes 
such things as women 
jumping on trampolines. 

Movies are definitely 
not an exception to these 
standards. What was the 
last movie you saw that 
had no sexual inference in 
it? Thinking back to last 
movies I watched, they all 

CATHERINE MARQUIs-HOMEYER 

M IKE SHERWIN 

"Our opinion" reflects the 
majority opinion of the 

Editorial Board. 
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1 University Blvd 
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Letters to the editor should be brief, i 
and those not exceeding 200 words i 

'Will be given preference. We edit . 

How do you feel about the 

topics we've covered? 

• Smoke free: A business decision 

• Gag me with a french fry 

• Media makes sex inescapable 

letters for clarity and length, not for i 
dialect, correctness, intent or gram- : 
mar. All letters must be signed and • 
must include a daytime phone num- ] 
ber. Students must include their stu- : 
dent ID numbers. Faculty and staff ' 

must include their title(s) and 
department(s). Editor-in-chief 

reserves the right to respond to let - , 
ters. The Current reserves the right , 

to deny letters. 

You can make your voice 

heard in a variety of ways! 

• Submit a letter to the editor 

• Write a guest commentary 
• Visit the online forums at 

TheCurrentOnline. com 
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\Vhat would yoU like to be 

celebrated for a month • 
Angie Ziegler 

Junior 
Business Marketing 
---,,----

How about a month of hairstyles of 
the past? You would have to wear 
historical hairstyles and make sure 

you get a haircut that month. 

" 

Denise M orrow 
Senior 

Psychology 
---,,----

I think we should celebrate the 
current history of African 

Americans. February recognizes 
the past, so there should be one 

that recognizes the present. 

-----,,----

Consider the Axe 
commercials. These fea- B ECKY ROSNER 

ture men who use the _ .. Managing Editor 
body spray. and then 
attract many women. As a matter of 
fact, women flock to the men who are 
engulfed in this scent Another adver­
tisement that comes to mind is the Old 
Spice deodorant commercials. These 
now include a woman dancing in the 
middle of a club, suggesting to men 
that this woman 'Will like him if he 
wears their deodorant. 

Commercials may involve more 
sex than ever today, but are not the 
only public forms that feature it. 
Almost every television show involves 
some kind of love story or sexual 
implications. If you watch MTV for 
more than a few minutes, you are like­
ly to see anything from women danc­
ing in next to nothing or people who 
have known each other for two min­
utes kissing. 

Even network television stations 
include sex. For example, ''The OC" 
features everything from a lesbian cou­
ple to married couples having affairs 
with their co-workers. The show "One 
Tree Hill" is also sexually explicit. 

Doug Karst 
Representative 

Campus Crusade for Christ 
----,,---

A month dedicated to the mes­
sage of the Bible. Specifically with 
this month being Easter, the resur­
rection of Christ, this month would 

be ideal. 
----,,---

include the content. Even the movie 
Shrek has sexual insinua.tions. This is 
one of my favorite movies and is 
geared towards both adults and chil­
dren, but has maI1Y points which inlply 
sex or some kind of sexual connota-
tion. 

The main point is that sex sells. All 
of these movies, television shows and 
commercials attract people. The fact 
that I remembered the commercials I 
named shows that the advertiser is 
doing his or her job. All they want peo­
ple to do is remember their product 
because the consumer will then think 
of the product when going to buy a 
new stick of deodorant or a hamburg-
er. 

Sexual references on television and 
in movies are not a bad thing. It does 
demonstrate, however, that there is not ~ 
much of a way to prevent children 
from being exposed to these kinds of 
things. They are going to learn about it 
sometime, and today it is sooner rather 
than later. 

Ezra Claverie 
Graduate Student 

English 
------"--------

I think it would be cool to have a month 

dedicated to Heavy Metal! Judas Priest, I 
Motomead and Raven are bands that 

should be especially included. Raven is 

. seriously under-appreciated ... 

" 
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.. Finger length points to 
personality, aggression 

• BY C ATHERINE MARQUIS~ 

HOMEYER 

Science Columnist 

Forget palm reading. Could the 
," shape of hands tell something about 

the person? 
A recent study published in the 

scientific journal Biological 
Psychology, by a Canadian psychol­
ogist, found a link between finger 
length and physical aggression in 

., males. Surprisingly, there are sever­
al other traits that may have links to 
fInger length. 

Dr. Peter Hurd of University of 
Alberta was skeptical of the idea of 
a link between physical aggression 
and finger length until he saw the 

,l! data accumulated in the stUdy that 
he and student Alison Bailey were 
conducting. Their survey of 300 stu­
dents found a correlation between 
the ratio of length of the ring finger 
relati ve to the index finger and 
physical aggression in male stu­
dents. Male students with longer 

• . fi " nng tngers tended to be more phys-
ically aggressive. The correlation 
did not hold true for verbal aggres­
siveness or hostility in males, and 
did not hold true at all for women. 
The researcher stressed that these 
were statistical trends, and might 

• . not be true for a given individual. 
Dr. Hurd is now planning to 

investigate the link further, by look­
ing at aggression and finger length 
in hockey players . In Canada, who 

else but hockey players would you 
pick to study aggression? . 

The idea that finger length ratios 
might match up to other things goes 
way back. It was noted early last 
century that the proportions of fin­
ger lengths were different for men 
and women. In women, the ring fin­
ger and index finger tend to be sim­
ilar lengths, but in men, the ring fin­
ger is usually longer than the index 
and may match the length of the 
middle finger instead. Finger length 
is measured from the crease in the 
palm at the base of the finger. 

A few years back, it was found 
that there is a link between levels of 
exposure to testosterone during 
development in the womb and the 
length of the ring finger. Both male 
and female fetuses are exposed to 
male and female hormones in the 
womb but males have greater expo­
sure to testosterone during this 
development. However, levels of 
exposure vary for individuals. 

--"--
In 2004, a German 

study found a 
correlation between 

finger length and 
spatial skills, such 

as map reading and 
numerical abil ity. 

--,,--
Since then, a number of interest­

ing links between finger length and 
other traits have been uncovered. In 
2004, a German study found a cor­
relation between finger length and 
spatial skills, such as map reading, 
and numerical ability. In this study, 
men, who typically have longer ring 
ftngers. did better on these tests than 
most women, but women with 

longer than usual ring fingers, more 
"male-like" finger ratios, did better 
on the tests than women with the 
more typical equal-length ring and 
index fingers. 

Earlier studies indicated a link 
between fertility and longer ring fin­
gers for men and between fertility 
and longer index fingers for women. 
A 2001 study found a link between 
finger length in boys and likelihood 
of early death by heart attack, which 
can be influenced by testosterone 
levels. This study found that boys 
with shorter ring fingers, who had 
lower exposure to testosterone in the 
womb, were at a greater risk of early 
heart disease. The proportions of the 
fingers seen in children are the same 
as in adulthood for an individual, so 
the trait can serve as an early indica­
tor for those most at risk for heart 
disease. 

Pending studies are going to look 
for a link between depression and 
shorter ring fingers in men, more 
like the female finger length ratio. 
Depression is more common in 
women and studies have indicated 
some innate predisposition to it. 
There have even been some contro­
versial studies that suggested a link 
between relative finger length ratios 
and homosexuality for women, but 
found no link between the two for 
men. 

A number of these studies are 
intriguing but because they depend 
on averages, they can not be used to 
make predictions or assessments 
about individuals. Hopefully, no 
overeager university will have 
women submit to ftnger ratio analy­
sis before admitting them to mathe­
matics programs. Except for the cor­
relation between shorter ring finger 
and increased chance of early heart 
disease for young boys, which can 
be used to take precautionary steps 
to head off health threats, most of 
these links are just curious bits 
information for the individual. But I 
bet you will want to compare finger 
lengths with your friends and make 
you own assessment on whether the 
fIndings hold true for you. 

Gary gets his money's worth 
at Saturday Night Live set 

GARY SOHN 

New York Correspondent 

Will Rogers, humorist and show­
man, once said, "Even if you're on 
the right track, you'll get run over if 
you just sit there." 

After getting Cheese Stick's digi­
tal beta tape from the second floor 
editing room, I passed by the 
Saturday Night Live set and headed 
towards the elevator. As I was turn­
ing around the comer I heard some­
one say, "Clear the way." 

"Clear the way?" I looked 
around. ''I'm the only person in the 
hallway," I thought. 

Turning the comer, I saw a large 
group, made up of about 15 to 20 
people smashed together, dressed in 
hip-hop appareL Scanning through 
the crowd, I was shocked when I 
noticed that one of the people in the 
group was rapper: 50 Cent. 

I knew it was 50 Cent as soon as 
I saw his recognizable smile. He 
stood in the center of the group with 
some rather large bodyguards in the 
front of him, and some very beauti­
ful women following close behind. 
The group of people acted like plan­
ets around a sun; I could really feel 
the energy and attention of the group 
as they gravitated around 50 Cent 
like planets do around a sun. 
. Imagine just walking through the 

hallway at your job, going on an 
errand or for a soda or whatever, and 

then finding yourself all of the sud­
den in the presence of a celebrity 
who has sold over 11 million albums 
worldwide. I don't care if you're not 
the type of person who gets 
starstruck. You have to be at least 
mildly curious about someone who 
used words to rise above daily exis­
tence. 

I was shocked. I felt like someone 
punched me in the stomach. Maybe 
that's why I accidentally blurted out, 
"Holy cow, it's 50 Cent!" 

50 Cent must have heard me say 
something because he immediately 
turned and asked someone in his 
entourage what I had said. I started 
to panic because the interns are not 
allowe.d to talk directly to the talent 
unless they speak to us fIrst. 

I said, this time to myself, "Man, 
I am such an idiot. Why did I say 
that out loud? Oh man, I hope I am 
not in trouble for this. I don't want to 
lose my internship. I don't want to 
get roughed up by the bodyguards. 
I'll just pretend I didn't say any­
thing." 

As they passed me me, 50 Cent 
turned his head back to look at me 
and said, "No, it's not. Who told you 
that?" Everyone in the group, 
including the multi-millionaire 
celebrity, laughed. 

I knew it was him for sure when I 
saw his arms around Lloyd Banks 
and Young Buck, members of his 
musical group, G-Unit. 

After running into 50 Cent and 
the G-Unit crew, I felt a burst of 
energy. This whole week I had been 
anxiolls to meet some real celebri­
ties. Bob, an intern who has an 
office next door to mine, had told me 
about how he had gotten on the ele­
vator with Paris Hilton the same 
week when she was hosting SNL. 

Jealousy had filled me. I would 
not have minded riding in the eleva­
tor with a billionaire hotel heiress. I 
mean who knows? She could have 
found me attractive, funny and inter­
esting. We could have been like 
Britney Spears and Kevin Federline. 

I can see it now: Ordinary guy, 
hard-working guy, with a 'simple 
life,' meets a beautiful hotel heiress 
and the two fall madly in love. We 
begin dating, get engaged and jet all 
around the world. We pop in and out 
of luxurious Hilton hotels making 
tasteful 'home movies' of our adven­
tures. 

Back in reality, I headed up to the 
fifteenth floor with Cheese Stick's 
tape. I began singing a 50 Cent song 

"If I can't do it, holllie, it can't be 
done. Now Ima let the champagne 
bottle pop, 1ma take it to the top, Fo' 
sho, 1ma make it hot, baby (baby)." 

I was alone in the elevator, so I 
started moving back and forth to .the 
music as I sang. Nobody else could 
see me celebrating, so I let loose. 
Bobbing my head up and downo I 
happened to look over my shoulder 
and noticed a glass eye with a black 
square box staring at me. Security 
cameras. 

I quickly stopped dancing and 
rushed out the elevator as soon as the 
doors opened to my . floor. After 
handing Cheese Stick his tape, I 
went and told Bob about my celebri­
ty encounter. Envious, he told me 
about his morning run in with 
Hillary Swank (who was hosting 
SNL while 50 Cent performed that 
week). As an amateur actor, I would 
have much rather met the two-time 
Oscar winner. 

Back in my office, I decided to' 
look for an agent online. I Googled 
"acting agents New York," and was 
given several links to hundreds of 
agencies in toWD. I wrote down a 
long list of agents in Manhattan. 

While writing down my list of 
agencies, Cheese Stick popped his 
head into the doorway. 

"Hey Guy, busy? I've got some­
thing for you. Follow me," he com­
manded . 

Stay tuned next week when Gary 
redeems himself ,vith Cheese Stick 
and survives a dangerous blizzani 

What do the read.ers· think? 
Results from the web poll: 

How do you feel about 
the new c mpus lakes? 
I love them. The landscape adds 
so much to UMSL's appearance. 

Not a fan. They're just another 
spot for the geese to take over. 

That's just good parking 
space going to waste. 

We have lakes? 

50% 

0% . 

33% 

17% 

Results via UIWW.tbecurrentonline.com 
*www.thecurrentonIine.rom does oot limit votes per 
person, and the poU is not a scientific sampling. 
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Tues. March 8 
Midtetlli Stress 

Relief Fair 
Stress comes to a pinnacle 

during midterms, as projects, 
papers and responsibilities pile 
up. This event, sponsored by 
the Office of Multi-Cultural 

Relations, is from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in 190 NoSe. Visitors will 

find health screenings, healthy 
snacks, wellness information, 

and free profeSsional massages. 
Call 6807 for more info. 

Wed. March 9' 

HN /Risky Behavior 

Discussion 

'Think you're safe?" A 
nursing professor and 

psychology professor will dis­
cuss behaviors that put students 
at risk for contracting HIV and 

other sexually transmitted 
diseases. The event will 

begin at 12:30 p.m. in 211 Clark 
Hall. Call 5581 for more info. 

~Ite. Current March 7, 2005 

Pan-Africanism spreads to UMSL 
BY C~STAL HOLMES 

Staff Writer 

UM-St. Louis's Pan African 
Association wodes to implement its 
plan to unite Africans born in and out­
side of the continent as' one. 

Kuumba Chi Nia, junior, mass 
communication, is president · of the 
Pan African Association at UM-St 
Louis. Nia says that the purpose of the 
association is to educate and bring 
social awareness to the campus about 
Pan Africanism as a concept. 

''We want to show that there is a 
connection," Nia said. "Our mission is 
to show that there is a connection 
between all African people, regardless 
of where we find ourselves." 

Nia personally defines Pan 

Africanism as the total unification and 
liberation of Africa under scientific 
socialist governments. 

''Michael Perkins started the Pan 
African Organization as it was initial­
ly called," Nia said, "which actually is 
an offshoot of the Pan African 
Research Organization of St. Louis 
Community College." 

Nia said that the Pan African 
Association has been at St. Louis 
Community College at Forest Park 
longer than it has been at UM-St. 
Louis. He also noted that this particu­
lar location has developed more rela­
tionships with international people, 
organizations and associations and has 
networked with various groups in the 
world. 

Niasaid that Africanism is about 
political education, making a lot of 

Student 3-D artwork 
is on display at F AB 

BY MELISSA MCCRARY 

Features Editor 

Gallery FAB is currently display­
ing ''3D Dimensia," an exhibit fea­
turing artwork created by UM-St. 
Louis art students. 

Micheal Behle, assistant adjunct 
professor of art, said that the main 
purpose of this exhibit is to draw 
more attention to the 3-D art program 
at UM-St. Louis since it is relatively 
only a few years old, and to give the 
art students more recognition for 
their work. 

'The artwork by the students is 
comprised of design, ceramics and 
sculpture I, II and III classes," Behle 
said. 

block, plaster and paint. All three 
bears have a variety of variable 
dimensions. 

'The piece in the doorway is 
looking at and focusing on line in a 3-
D way. This piece was created by 
using numerous strings which lead to 
vanishing points," Behle said. 

The piece by the doorway, titled 
"Jellyfish" by Candy Low, is the 
piece that focuses on series of lines 
by intertwining many strings. 

Nicole Northway combines plas­
ter and acrylic with variable dimen­
sions to design Valentines Hearts 
with some obscene messages like 
"Go to hell," ''Don't Leave Me" and 
"Come on baby you know you want 

Behle said that 
the majority of the 
pieces were created 
in the fall 2004 
semester and from 
this semester. 

Gallery FAB 
it," in her piece 
"Conversations." 

Ceramic smoke 
fired stoneware, 
glazed stoneware 
and wire sculp­
tures are a few of 
the other pieces of 
work, by Laticia 
Smith, Kari Stines, 
Terry Gbur and 
other art students. 

"30 Dimensia " 

Over 30 differ­
ent art pieces line 
the main entrance 
and hallway of the 
Fine Arts Building. 

Art by students in design, 
ceramics and sculpture I, II 

and ill courses. 

Located in the Fine Arts 
Building. 

All of the pieces focus on design, 
texture and line perspectives sur­
rounding the 3-D form. 

Some of the pieces include 
"Strength in Numbers" by II. 
Malone, "Conversations" by Nicole 
Northway, "Penguin" by John 
Schultz, "Jellyfish" by Candy Low, 
''Perception'' by Stephanie Diehl and 
"Alive" 'by Nathan Paul. 

When people enter the gallery, 
they might notice the first piece along 
the right side of the wall thatcontains 
three different bear sculptures. The 
idea of this piece came out of the 
Design III class. The artist, Bianca 
Bonner, created the three bears out of 
different materials and context tex­
tures. 

The first bear was done using 
bubble wrap as its media. The other 
two bears were created from wood, 

'1 enjoy all of the work presented 
by the sculpture, painting and design 
cla.~ses ," art administrative assistant 
Dena Woods saieL 

The opening reception for this 
exhibit was held on Thursday, March 
3, where smdents had the opportuni­
ty to present their work to other fac­
ulty members, family and friends. 

The curators and faculty members 
for "3D Dimensia" are Mike Behle, 
Jessica Cope and Greg Edmondson. 
It is also sponsored by the 
Department of Art and Art History. 

This exhibit is free and open to the 
public until April 7. Gallery FAB is 
located in the Fine Arts Building on 
Florissant Road and Rosedale Drive. 
Hours for the gallery are Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. until 9 
p.m. , on Saturdays and Sundays from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

UM·St. Louis Pan 
African Association 
For more information, contact 

adviser Rochelle DeClue 
Walker at 516-5532 

connections, developing programs 
and implementing things for students. 
He finds the concept of Africanism on 
campuses in the St. Louis area inter­
esting. 

''When you think about the con­
cept of AfricaniSID on the campuses 
you will find that there are some con­
necting points, for example, the sister­
hood exchange that started at UMSL 
transferred itself to the African 
Sisterhood Exchange at St. Louis 
Community College at Forest Park," 

Nia said. "Pan Africanism doesn' t pre­
suppose a micro nationalist concept 
where we have to focus on only the 
immediate area; when we talk about 
Pan Africanism we are already talking 
about something that's big ... " 

Rochelle DeClue, alum of UM-St. 
Louis' African American chapter of 
the Alumni Association, is " also an 
advisor of the Pan African Association 
and has been active with the associa­
tion since its beginnings with former 
president Michael Perkins. 

DeClue said that initially there 
were more students from the continent 
of Africa that were involved in the 
association. 

'They wanted the University com­
munity. and the community at large to 
be more aware of Africa," said 
DeClue. 

Nia said that one of the goals that ~ 
the association wanted to accomplish 
was to have more involvement of 
African Amencans; however, all 
native bom Africans and African 
Amelicans are welcome to join the 
association. 

"I would like to see more student "'­
involvement," DeClue. said. "I think 
that's so criticaL" 

The association works closely with 
UM-St. Louis' Multicultural Affairs. 

Future plans of the association 
include an Intemational Women's 
Conference on March 21 and the orga- ~ 

nization for a committee for African 
Liberation Day. 

For more. information about the 
Pan African Association send an e­
mail to kuumbachinia@yahoo.comor 
call Rochelle DeClue at 516-5532. 

1'\. 

Stephanie Diehl's masterpiece in "Perception" t akes 3 -d imen sional abst ract art to the 
next level. Her piece and others are current ly featu red in the Fine Arts Building 's "3D 
Dimensia" showcase. . 

UMSL holds book drive to help 
Wentzville high school's library 

Weinman lecture highlights 

cognitive processing therapy 

BY MAEGHAN BROWN 

StaJfWr-zter 

experience the trauma by being 
threatened in a harmful way, or just 
by witnessing the action taking 
place. Many who experience this 
kind of trauma develop Post 

" 

BY MELISSA MCCRARY 

- Features Editor 

Imagine going to a school that 
had no li9rary or no books. How 
can smdents complete a book report 
if no books are available? 
TllTIberland High School, located in 
Wentzville, has asked UM-St. 
Louis's help with filling the empty 
shelves in their library. 

During the Women's History 
Month Celebration, heJd in the Pilot 
House on Thursday, March 3, a 
graduate of Timberland high school 
opened the event describing the cur­
rent UM-St. Louis book drive con­
test. 

Megan Rhodes , fresillnan, nurs­
ing, said that the reason 
Timberland's library is in desperate 
need of books is because the school 
has only been opened for the last 
five years and their newly built 
library does not have enough books 
for research and reading enjoyment. 

''My class was the first senior 
class to graduate after completing 
all four years in the newly built 
school," Rhodes said. ' '1 realized 
how hard college preparation was 
after not having a library and only 
having access to Internet research, 
rather than books." 

Book Drive for 
Timberland High 

School 
Collecting new or good used 

books through April 14. Books 
can be dropped off at the 

Bookstore, Gallery Visio, or the 
residential halls. 

Rhodes said that the idea to host 
this book drive came frOID Pat 
Johnson, Gallery Visio Manager, 
who wailted to complete this as a 
community project 

'1 was considering taking an art 
certificatiol) course when Linda 
Chiles, Program Coordinator for 
video resources, was giving a multi­
media presentation and began dis­
cussing different school district's 
budget cuts," Johnson saieL 

Johnson said that after Chiles 
had mentioned the budget cuts at 
Timberland High School and how 
last semester the school did not 
even have a libr.ari~ , she became 
motivated to help. 

. Johnson said she is saddened by 
the school's [mandal distress . 

' 'We have tons of money to buy 
war supplies and weapons, but here 
there is a school that can' t even 

afford to buy books," she said. 
Currently, Timberland's library 

is short 2,000 books. The high 
school supplied UM-St Louis a 
book request list, asking for over 
100 books that the school needs. 

Some of the requested books 
include "Death of a Salesman," 
"The Glass Menagerie," "The 
Norton Anthology of Poetry," "Rip 
Van Winkle," "Schindler's List" 
and '1nfemo." 

The maj ority of the requested 
books are fiction, but Timberland 
faculty members said that they 
would be grateful for anything, as 
long as they can fill their shelves 
and make the library more appeal­
ing. 

"Books make education possi­
ble" is the theme of this book drive 
and is sponsored by Gallery Visio, 
the UM-St. Louis Book Store and 
Sigma Gamma RHO sorority. 

Rhodes said that there have only 
been about 55 books collected and 
some donations given. 

''We need more than this to make 
the library complete," Rhodes said. 

New or good used books and 
donations will be collected until . 
April 14 and can be dropped off at 
the Bookstore, Gallery Visio or the 
residential halls. 

Ou Feb. 28, spectators gathered 
at the Kathy 1. Weinman Advocacy 
Centre 's auditorium to listen to 
Tara Galovski, assistant research 
professor at UM-St. Loui s, discuss­
cognitive processing therapy and 
describe the future research plans 
and the grants provided for this 
form of therapy. 

Along with Galovski , other con­
tributors, Patric ia A. Resick, 
Michael Griffin, Ana Sobel and 
Kelly Phipps, pu~ together research 
for cognitive process therapy. After 
recei ving a grant for 12 sessions of 
cogniti ve therapy, Galovski has 
gathered women and men to partic­
ipate in this study. 

According to the website 
www.cognitivetherapy.com. cogni­
tive behavioral therapy combines 
two very effective kinds of psy­
chotherapy and is effective for 
those who have experienced 
depression, mood swings, shyness, 
social anxiety, panic attacks, pho­
bias obsessions and compUlsions, 
chronic anxiety, post-traumatic 
stress symptoms, eating disorders 
or insomnia. 

To participate in the Cognitive 
Processing Therapy r esearch at 
UM-St. Louis, a person must be 
exposed to trauma. The person can 

Traumatic Stress Disorder. ., 
Someone with PTSD might 

experience several mental issues 
after the trauma's occurence. 

Re-experiencing, the first symp­
tom, includes flashbacks, memories 
and bad dreams. For instance, when 
a soldier comes back from fighting 1 
in war, a simple sound might trig-
ger flashbacks of the war. Another 
would be a rape victim who is 
doing dishes and listening to the 
radio ; a certain song she might hear 
could remind her of the rape . 

Avoidance, the second, includes 

" avoiding persons, places and 
things, driving out of the way, 
amnesia and loss of interest. A per­
son who has experienced a traumat-
ic event might do everything possi-
ble to avoid where the incident 
occuned. 

Finally, arousal, which includes .~ 
difficulty falling asleep, startling 
easily and having trouble concen­
trating. A person suffering from a 
particular trauma might have con­
sisten t problems sleeping or might 
not be able to sleep because of the 
fear of something else bad happen-

see THERAPY, page 7 
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20 years after the revolution 
BY SHANTE DAVIS 

r -
Staff Writer 

Rays of sunshine highlighted the 
I face of American author Terence Ward 
C as he shared with the Iranian commu-
nity and the general public his first 

' book titled "Searching for Hassan" at 
'the St Louis County Library head­
, quarters last Saturday afternoon. 
• B~ides being a successful writer, 
Ward has also been a consultant for 

: multi-national companies, foundations 
and govemments in the Islamic World 

; and the West. Ward has also gained 
prestigious recognition from traveling 

· and holding numerous lectures 
· throughout the Persian Gulf, the 

Mediterranean and the United States. 
In his recent published book, 

"Searching for Hassan," he tells the 
true story his family, who in 1998 set 
out on a long-awaited pilgrimage back 

horne - to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, where they lived in the 1960s. 
This book also describes his family's 
return to the country, 20 years after the 
Islamic Revolution. 

Since the fall of the Shah in 1979, 
the country and its past were effective­
ly sealed off behind ' a veil of secrecy, 
and contact with one dear friend in . 
particular, Hassan, had ceased. But 
memories of life in this land inspired 
the Wards to return and search for 
Hassan and his family. 

Ward said that although the book 
describes a very heartfelt and passion­
ate journey to find Hassan and his fam­
ily, he also wrote the book to show the 
other face of Iran. 

"For the last 20 years, news on Iran 
has been very dark and bleak. With the 
American media the preconceived 
ideas are set in stone," Ward said. 

Ward said that he went on a journey 

to write something beyond the politics 
and his personal story paved the way. 
His story gives a cultural, histOlical 
and political insight on his views of 
Iran and the Middle East. 

"For Americans trying to under­
stand the culture, one of the best places 
to start is with the poetry of Havez, an 
Iranian poet, because it goes beyond 
the politics," Ward said. 

Ward, an American and Irish citie. 

zen who lives in Florence, Italy with 
his wife, said that Iran has a rich and 
ancient paSt as well as an artistic cul­
ture. 

After speaking with the audience of 
about 50 people for over an hour, Ward 
opened the floor up for questions. 

"How did the people in Iran treat 
you and your family?" asked a woman 
in the audience. 

"1 don't know what other people 
would see but we saw generosity, 

• Author speaks 
on revisiting Iran 

kindness, humor. The opposite of what 
the American media would tell you." 

Ward is doing what he believes is 
his part to inform people of the culture 
of Iran because people are searching 
for more information, as he stated. 

"During these tough times, the pol­
itics of fear is suffocating human 
understanding," Ward said. 

"Let's please keep in mind that the 
war is between the government and 
not the people," another Iranian 
female said. 

This author and book signing event 
was sponsored by the Iranian Cultural 
Society of the Midwest. . 

The St. Louis County Library 
Headquarters Branch is located on 
Lindbergh at Clayton Road. To find 
information about all upcoming events 

. and book author signings, visit 
www.slcl.orgleventslupauthorvisits.ht 
m . 

Terry Ward, 
author of 
"Searching 
for Hassan," 
talks about 
his memories 
from the past 
when he lived 
in Tehran, 
Iran. This 
unforgettable 
discussion 
was held at 
the St. Louis 

, County 
Library 
Headquarters 
on Saturday, 
Feb. 26. 
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Enterprising UMSL alumnus establishes local courier company 
BY M ELISSA MCCRARY 

Features Editor 

A former UM-St. Louis student, 
who graduated in 1975 with a 
Bachelor's Degree in science and 
business administration, is the cur­
rent owner and president of a fast­
growing St. Louis courier company, 
Arch Express. 

John Goessling said he feels that 
studying at UM-St. Louis was very 
beneficial to his career path. 

"It taught me to manage my time 
and money so I could attend college 
and support myself, similar to most 
students who attend UMSL," 
Goess1ing said. 

Many teachers and advisors were 
inspirations to him. 

"I wor1<: to live, 
not live to 
work, that's 
the nice thing 
abou~ having 
your own 
business," 
says UM St. 
Louis Alumni, 
John 
Goessling. He 
takes a 
moment to 
pose in front 
of his busi­
ness logo, 
Arch Express, 
a same day 
'delivery ser­
vice for st. 
Louis. 

Goessling described his first job 
out of college, being a controller for 
CF Vatterot. 

"I kept the books for three whole­
sale distributors (Dealers Service and 
Supply Company- who are still very 
much in business today) of building 
products. I worked for a great boss, 
Gerald Holden, who showed me 
what the real business world was all 
about." 

His current business, Arch 
Express, is a courier company locat­
ed in the Westport area that delivers 
anything from small envelopes to 
large cargo packages to other busi­
nesses in Missouri and illinois. The 
company is also a same day delivery 
business that provides necessary 
paperwork to its customers. 

company as a driver and I needed a 
job, so I went to work for Arch as a 
dliver last year. I left for a few 
months and came back to work in the 
operations side as a dispatcher," 
Clarke said. 

Clarke said that something that he 
has learned from attending UM-St. 
Louis and with working with the 
company is the value . of a strong 
work ethic ' and the importance of 
time management since it can be 
hard to balance school, work, frater­
nity, student organizations, family 
and personal affairs. 

Goessling said that there are 
many factors that students who are I 
looking to start their own business or 
get into the business related field 
should take in consideration. 

"I had many wonderful teachers, 
but I would say the advisors Marilyn 
Brinkman, Ric Blanton and account­
ing professor Dave Gentz were most 
helpful with their words of wisdom." 

Erica Burrus! Tbe CUTTent 

One of Goesslllg' s employees, 
Robert Alton Clarke, is a juoior and 
public policy and administration 
major at UM-St. Louis . 

"Be prepared to work many 
bours, compile cash-flow projections 
and review often, surround yourself 
with quality individuals, don 't be 
afraid to ask for help, treat your cus­
tomers and employees like you want 
to be treated and sell, sell, sen," 
Goessling said. 

During his time as a student, he 
was the Treasurer for the Sigma Pi 
Fraternity, attended numerous sports 
events and still makes annual dona­
tions, in addition to being a brother 
to the fraternity. 

--

"UMSL was very competitive in 
soccer, baseball and basketball dur­
ing my tenure, which provided a lot 
of great games. I was very fOliunate 
to stay in town to attend college, live 
at home and watch my brother Jim 

play basketball for the Rivermen," 
he said. 

Goessling said that he had always 
wanted to work in an accounting 
firm. 

"Upon graduation, I worked with 

Travel Credit Course 

GREECE 
SUMMER 2005 

Join the UMSL study/travel course in 
Greece! 

DATES: June 3- June 17 

COST: appro $31 00, includes tuition fees 
for 6 c r. h.; hotel and meals; travel & 
entrance fees to sites & museums 

CONTENT: 
y Exciting, hands-on archaeological work 
y Visits to major sites and museums 
y Evening classes on Greek art, theotec 

history, archaeology, literature; and 
y ample time to enjoy the spectacular sandy 

beaches of the area and to enjoy Greek 
culture! 

Don't miss this unique 
, opporturtity for 

the trip of a lifetime! 

INFORMATION: call (314)516-6241 

or visit 

www.greekstudies.org 

a firm in auditing for a month and 
didn't enjoy it, so I went in the pri­
vate sector as a controller. I have 
worked in that capacity for several 
different corporations, ever since," 
he said. 

! J 

By staying' connected to the 
University through the Sigma Pi 
brotherhood, Goessling wasintro­
duced to Clarke, a cunent fraternity 
member and previous Vice President 
of Student Govemment. 

"A friend of mine worked for the , ~ ~ , 

More information about Arch 
Express can be found at 
www.stlarchexpress.com. 

THERAPY LECTURE, from page 6 ' • 1,-

Galovski takes the participants 
through a 12 step program. One of 
the main key elements to this pro­
gram is exposure. Some participants 
quit during this critical exposure 
stage . 

During the first step of the expo­
sure stage, the participant realizes 
and recognizes their avoidance prob­
lems. The person must vllite what 
happened down and read it out lOUd. 
Not just once, but repeatedly, at 
home or in front of someone else. 

Throughout the cognitive process, 
many of the participant;s thoughts 
and feelings become distorted occur-

rences from the trauma. Galovski 
said that sometimes participant con­
flicts can arise. 

''We want to get the participants 
beyond PTSD," Galovski stated. 
"For the most part they come in 
because they cannot socialize, go to 
work or even be intimate With their 
partner-and we want to help them." 

Galovski discovered that males 
do very well with the therapy, while 
most females get worse before they 
get better. During the exposure part 
of the therapy, the females may not 
respond as fast because they have to 
"relive" the trauma. 

Some of the participants drop out, 
while others only need only a few 
sessizms and they are on their way 
back to a normal life. Although many 
participants need all 12 sessions to 
recover, others require even more 
help. Most of the participants benefit 
from the grant. 

The lecture was sponsored by the 
Center for Trauma Recovery at UM­
St. Louis and was a part of the Center 
for Trauma Recovery's monthly col­
loquium series. 

For details about receiving 
Cognitive Processing Therapy call 
516-6738. . 

www.thecorrentonline.com 
OPen 24 hours a day, 365 days .a year. 

MisstJurLS t#e Treasurer 
. arabttelman 
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Knezevic to 
coach tennis 

BY BRYAN BOEDEKER - -- ---
Staff Writer 

UM-St Louis Athletic Director 
Pat Dolan announced Friday, Feb. 26 
that Filip Knezevic will become the 
new head coach for the women's ten­
nis team The 23-year-old Knezevic 
replaces Jason Hanes, who resigned 
after last season after only one year at 
thehelm. 

Knezevic is originally from the 
former YUgoslavia now knmvn as 
Serbia and Montenegro. He was a 
four year tennis player at Southwest 
Missouri State UniveJ"Sity and is only 
one year removed from his playing 
career for the Bears. He has spent the 
past year coaching and teaching at 
Sunset Hills Country Dub. 
According to Dolan a few members 
of the athl~c department staff were 
familiar with him from the country 
club, which was a factor in his even­
tual hiring. 

Knezevic inherits a squad that 
finished last season with a 2-8 marlc. 
They will retain only 3 members 
from last year's teaJn. so his coach­
ing duties will begin immediately. 
"One of the biggest tasks in front of 

. (Knezevic) is recruiting," Dolan 
said, ''Coach Hanes left a list of play­
ers to go after for the next coach. So 
he'll most likely start there." 

Turning around the women's ten­
nis program immediately is going to 

a tall order for the young 
Knezevic,but Dolan feels that UM­
St Louis has the right person for the 
·ab. ' 'He has a lot of experience 

hing and communicating the 
game of tennis to people with less. 
skill than he has," Dolan said "And 

brings a lot of energy to his job, 
hieh is something we want all our 

IcclaChes to have." 
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You know it's almost spring ... when the baseballs start flying 

Rivermen second baseman J'oshThomas gets ready to complet the do.uble play with a throw to first after tagging out a Hillsdale runner on Sunday afternoon. 

Rivermen drop three games in a row 
BY DAVE SECKMAN 

Staff Writer 

The UM-St. Louis baseball 
team started off in the wrong 
direction to open the season, drop­
ping three straight games a week 
ago. The Rivermen matched up 
against two recently acquired 
rivals, the University of Central 
Arkansas and Missouri Western 
University. 

On the first day of play, the 
Rivermen got it handed to them in 
the opener as they fell by the score 
of 13-6 to Missouri Western. They 
then proceeded later that day to 
lose the next game by an even 
larger margin of 15-4 to Central 
Arkansas. 

In the opening game, 
Rivermen outfielder Josh Morgan 
started the game with a solo home 
run to get the Rivermen on top 
early in the top of the first inning. 
The lead was short lived as 
Missouri Western took the lead 
right back only an inning later 
with two runs of their own, and 
they then added to that lead ' with 
three runs in the fourth and again 
with seven more runs in the fifth . 
The Rivermen only managed to 
score three late runs in the sixth 
and two in the seventh, but to no 
avail, as they would lose. Senior 
Tom Anderson had a two-run sin­
gle in the sixth inning and Derek 

Becker and Matt Rose each had an 
RBI single in the seventh. 

Senior Torn Anderson com­
mented on the game. ''We came 
out excited to play and we started 
well, but we couldn't find a 
rhythm and throughout the game 
we struggled at times, but we are 
hoping to put this behind us and 
move on to the next few games." 
Anderson said. 

During the second ' game 
against Central Arkansas , the 
Rivermen grabbed a quick lead 
once 'again by getting two runs in 
the top of the first as Morgan led 
off with a base hit and junior 
Adam Whitehead followed with a 
two-run homer. Just as the last 
game had turned, so did this one 
as Central Arkansas tied the game 
with two runs of their own in the 
bottom half of the inning and took 
the lead with another run in the 
second. They then added· four 
more runs in the ·fifth inning, 
putting the Rivermen into another 
deep hole. 

The Ri vermen made an attempt 
to cut into that lead in the sixth as 
junior Josh Thomas and senior 
Steven McCoy each knocked in a 
run to make it a 7-4 game, but it 
didn't take Central Arkansas long 
to respond as they added eight 
runs in the final two innings for 
the win. 

After losing the first two the 
Rivermen were determined to get 

Mike Sherwin! The Current 

Baseball head coach Jim Brady argues a call with an umpire during the Rivenne'n's game 
Ggainst Hillsdale 'on Sunday afternoon. 

a win as they moved into the last 
day of play. They took on the 
same Missouri Western team that 
they had the previous morning, 
but again came up short as they 
eventually lost a: close one, 5-3. 

Senior Colby Hughes com­
mented on the game. "It just was­
n't am weekend. We didn't get 
runs when we had the chances and 
we paid for it, and now we need to 
move on from it," Hughes said. 

The Rivermen hope to improve 
their record in the next few weeks 
as they open up conference play, 
when they play host to conference 
rival Lewis University on March 
19. 

._-_._-----_. _ .. _--_._ ---------_._--_.- ._- - - .-- .-.-----.-.--------~- .. - - ---- .. -- -- -- - ----.-... --------_._----- .. --_ .... __ ._ . ...... _-_. _ ------- - -

S. Indiana U. eliminates UMSL from GLVe tourney 
With 17 
points, 

Jonathan 
Griffin led 

the 
Rivermen in 

UM-St. 
Louis' final 
GLVC bas­

ketball 
match. The 

Rivermen 
lost to 

nationally 
ranked 

Southern 
Indiana 

University. 
UM-St. 

Louis fin­
ished the 

season with 
a 9-19 

record and 
a spot in 
the GLVC 

tournament. 

JAMES DAUGH ERTY 

Sta!fWrite'r 

The UM-St. Louis men's bas­
ketball team ended their season 
with a 93-63 loss to nationally 
ranked Southern Indiana 
University. The team ended their 
season with a 9-19 record and 
their first appearance at the GLVC 
Tournament in five years. 

Just making the appearance 
has been an accomplishment for 
this team, and Head Coach Chris 
Pilz is already looking forward to 
next year. 

"We cannot lose a moment. I 
am giving the guys a well eamed 
three days off, then we start the 
off-season lifting. There are only 
362 days until the next conference 
tournament," Pilz said. 

The game was tied only once, 
after three minutes of play. 
Southern Indiana got the first five 
points of the game, and the 
Rivermen were able to tie it at five 
three minutes into the game. Then 

Southern Indiana jumped out to' a 
13-6 lead behind three-pointers 
and field goals inside the paint. 
The Ri vermen managed to keep 
Southern Indiana's lead in the sin­
gle digits until 8:56 in the first 
half. 

" --
We p layed against 

the number four 
team in the nation ••• 
We did not play bad, 

they' just really 
played like a t op 

team. 
- Coach Chris Pilz ,,--

Aaron Green hit a three-point­
er to bring the Rivermen within 
seven, 23-16. After that it was all 
down hill. Southern Indiana built 
on their lead and by half time led 
43-27. 

In the second half the 

Rivermen chipped away at the 
lead for the first four minutes. 
Behind a three-pointer by Joey 
Paul and a lay-up by David Ward 
the Rivermen got to within 12 at 
51-39. Southern Indiana got a 
three-point play that sparked a 12-
o run, giving them a more than 
comfortable 24 point lead The 
Rivermen never got close from 
that point on and at one point even 
trailed by 35. 

According to Pilz the team did 
not lack effort. "We played against 
the number four tearn In the 
nation, and they played like one of 
the best. We did not play bad, they 
just really played like a top team. 
They had four or five guys in dou­
ble figures , so they found ways to 
beat us," Pilz said. 

Jonathan Griffin, who was 
selected as second team all-con­
ference, led the team with 17 
points. Paul added 14 and 
Sherome Cole came off of the 
bench to score 10. Southern 
Indiana shot an incredible 64.3% 
for the game, including 77.3% in 
the first half. 
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National Championship bound ... 

ABOVE: 
Rivermen iniine Hockey goaltender 
Thom as Ames m akes a save during 
t he regional c hampionship game 
Sunday against Washington 
University. Ames saved 26 of 27 
shots against goal. UM-St. Louis 
swept t hrough t he regionals, win­
n ing ail of their four games. The 
Rivermen are now heading to the 
national championships in Fort 
Coiiins, Coiorado. 

RIGHT: 
Rivermen in line hockey team cap­

tain J ames Wetton beams as he 
brings over t he trophy the team 
eamed by w inning the regional 

championships on Sunday after­
noon in St. Peters. The Rivermen 

defeated Wash. U. 6-1. 

~ Riverwomen need time to grow, coach says 
BY DAVE S ECKMAN 

Staff Writer 

For the second straight year the GLVC 
women's basketball tournament was held with 

I'll one glaring omission: the UM-SL Louis 
Riverwomen. In the GLVC only the top 8 
teams participate in the tournament and at 6-
21,2-18 in conference, the Riverwomen once 
again failed to qualify. 

While disappointed by this season's out­
come, Coach Lee Buchanan did see improve-

~ ment in the play of his team despite their 
record . . "I felt last year we were just trying to 
survive," he said, "we were really competitive 
this year and we hope to take it a step further 
next year and win more games." 

I 

Last year the team scored an average of 56 
points per game and allowed and average of 69 
points per game. This year they scored 63 
points per game and once again allowed 69 
points per game. That is in fact a good sign of 
the team being more competitive despite the 
team recording one more loss than last year's 
club. 

The constant theme of this year's team has 
been youth. Any time you incorporate seven 
newcomers into any basketball program it is 
more than likely going to take some time to see 
results. 'This (rebuilding) is a process and it's 
frustrating for everyone. We've planted the 
seed here, now it just needs time to grow," 
Coach Buchanan said. 

The upside of having so many freshmen 
~ contribute during the 2004-2005 women's bas­

ketball campaign is that the experience they 
gained this year will help them be even more 
prepared for next year 's season. Hopefully this 

Mike Sherwin! The Current 

Riverwomen basket ba ll head coach Lee Buchanan says he thinks t he team has 
taken positive steps this season, despite its 8-21 record. 

year can be a stepping stone toward productive 
careers at this school. 

Another bright spot for this year's club was 
the play of senior Kali Birkey. She was 13th in 
the conference in scoring, with 14.5 points per 
game, and seventh in rebOlmding at 6.4 a 
game. Sadly, Birkey's career comes to an end 
before this rebuilding process is complete. 

Despite the loss of Birkey the Riverwomen 
still have reason to be optimistic with 9 return­
ing players. Of those 9, 6 will be entering just 
their sophomore year. "We have a really 
young team," said freshman point guard 

Courtney Watts, a key component in the 
rebuilding process. "As we get more experi­
ence playing with one another I think the suc­
cess will come." 

Entering his third season as head coach next 
year Buchanan knows the time is now to start 
winning on a more consistent basis. He also 
knows what needs to be done in order for that 
to happen. "Our defense has got to get a lot 
better and our work ethic on the basketball 
floor has got to go up," he said, "ReclUiting is 
also huge right now, we need to keep brin,ging 
in good players." 

Riverwomen softball team fares well at Evangel 
BY DAV E SEC KMAN 

Staff Writer . 

The UM-St. Louis softball team got the 2005 
. ~ season off to a successful start, as they finish in 

third place out of 20 teams at the Evangel Early 
Bird TOlllnament in Springfield a week ago. 

With the weekend's performance, the tearn is 
off to one of the best starts they have had in the 
past few seasons. The RiveIwomen played five 
games in nvo days, smothering the competition 
in nearly every contest. They were perfect on 
the first day of play, winning all three games in 
pool play. 

In the first game, the Riverwomen played a 
close one and had to come back from a one run 
deficit to win 2-1 in extra innings against 
Columbia College. Riverwomen senior Kim 

. It Kulaitis commented on the exciting game. "We 

really played hard to get the win and I think it 
was good to play a close game so early. The 
more we play the better we can get aIld the more 
confident we can become," Kulaitis said . 

The second game proved to be much less of 
a nail-biter as the Riverwomen trounced Trinity 
Christian College 7-0, scoring early and often 
when they needed it most. During the final 
game of the day, the Riverwomen played anoth­
er tough one, as they finished off the perfect day 
with a 4-3 '.'lin against Midland Lutheran and 
looked to progress in the tournament the next 
morning as they moved on to the elimination 
rounds. The Riverwomen ended thc day as one 
of only five teams left undefeated in the 20 team 
draw. 

During the elimination rounds the next 
morning, the Riverwomen came out firing as 
they beat up on state rival Central Methodist 8-

3 to advance in the winners' bracket. The team 
scored five of its eight runs in the first four 
innings. 

As they entered the next game all the team 
needed to do was win to secure the top spot in 
the tournament, but it was not to be as they fell 
in a closely played game 1-0 against Northwest 
Missouri State. With the loss the team finished 
in third place in the 20-team tournament. 

Senior Kristen Economon talked about the 
weekend. "We did everything we needed to and 
started off the season on the right foot. All we 
can do now is hope to carry the momentum into 
the conference season injust a few weeks," she 
said. 

The Riverwomen travel to Florida for a tour­
nament before they open the rigorous confer­
ence season at home against rival Lewis 
University on April 2. 
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~'hat haJ~I)ened to the 
Riverwomen this season? 
Young team, mixed styles contributed to losses 

The UM-St. Louis women's basketball 
team finished the season 6-21, one game 
worse than last year's 7-20 finish. At the 
beginning of the season I predicted that 
the team would be better, based on the 
quality of players that Coach Lee 
Buchanan had recruited. I maintain that 
the team was better and 
will go out on a limb and 
say that next year they 
will be much better. 

Alberts are very tough down low and can 
battle with anyone. All of these players 
are excellent as individuals, but some­
times do not gel very well while on the 
court, at least not under Buchanan's par­
ticular system. 

The freshman class that Buchanan has 
recnLited is very differ­
ent than the existing 

There were a few 
things that kept the 
Riverwomen from 
reaching their potential 
this year. Among the 
many things that could 
have affected the 
Riverwomen's perfor­
mance, there are two 
things in particular that 
stand out. The flTst, and 
perhaps the most obvi­
ous, is that the team was 
very young and inexperi­
enced. The starting point 

BY J AMES D AUGHERTY 

Sports Editor 

mold of players. 
Buchanarl has recruited 
players that are going to 
become a machine as a 
teanl, with no one really 
standing out but every­
one getting the job done . 
When these types of 
players are mL'\.ed with 
great individuals it can 
cause friction on the 
floor. Not that the play­
ers do not get along, they 
just have a different 
mentality, or different 
background. These dif-

guard, Courtney Watts, 
was a freshman out of 
high school without any mentor at her 
position. I am sure that Nikki Jerome, the 
junior college transfer, helped her some, 
but Jerome herself was new to the 
Buchanan offensive. The player that 
notched the most minutes on the team was 
anotberfreshman, Leslie Ricker. Ricker 
did her job well, but no coach would ever 
want a freshman to be filling the role of 
team leader on the floor. 

Other freshmen like Amanda Miller, 
Taylor Gagliano, Abbie Thomas and 
Leslie Allrich also filled the ranks far too 
often. Recruiting a large freshman class is 
not a problem if there are core players 
already in place to lead, but this year's 
Riverwomen lacked that core. Which 
brings us to the second problem. 

Kali Birkey, Crystal Lambert, Iesha 
Billups and Megan Alberts, the holdovers 
from last year's team, were not the same 
type of players as the recruits . Let me 
explain. Birkey and Lambert are excellent 
players. They have the ability to pene­
trate, shoot and defend. Billups and 

.. , 

ferences cause problems 
when it comes to execu­
tion. 

The reason that I think that the team is 
going to be much better next year is that 
the great individual players like Lambert. 
Billups, and Alberts (Birkey is graduat­
ing) will have more experience in the 
Buchanan system. On top of that t.~e 
coach will have an opportunity to recruit 
more cogs for his machine. This year's 
freshmen will be experienced collegiate 
players next year·. 

The combination of immaturity and 
clashing styles Jed the team to take too 
many contested and off-balarlce shots, as 
well as way too many possessions without 
any field goal attempts at all . What I see 
happening next year is an exponential 
increase in production. Incredible 'shool­
ers like Thomas and Lambert will get the 
chance to get open and hit three-pointers, 
and the spacing on the floor will increase 
enough to allow the Riverwomen to ge 
more open looks . Every player on the 
team Can knock down open shots and next 
year there will be an increase in those 
open shots . 

High school games make for a 
sold-out crowd at Mark Twain 

Kevin Ottley! Tbe CUI1WU 

Vashon High guard T. Gordon puts up a jumper in the crowded paint dur­
ing her school's game agains Central Howell High. A sold out crowd at 
the Mark TWain Athletic Complex witness the number one ranked high 
school team in the nation, Vashon High, take on the Central Howell High 
Spartans. Vashon comtinued their 57 game win streak with a 65-41 vic­
tory • 

looking 101 a iob~ like to IIite~ 
Intelested in ioulnalism~ 

Work at rll, CUff'Rlas a News writer. 
Submit cover letter and resume to 
current@jinx.umsl.edu 



Page 10 

EDITOR 
CATHERINE 

MARQUIs-HOMEYER 
A&E Editor 

phone: 516-5174 
fax: 516-6811 

Symphonic 
gospel choir 
brings down 
the house 

BY MELIQUECIA MEADOWS 

Staff Writer 

Black History Month is offi­
cially over, but UM-St. Louis' 
celebration ended on a high 
note. Dello Thedford and the 
Gospel Symphonic Choir head­
lined a gospel extravaganza at 
the Touhill Monday night. 

The event was sponsored by 
the Office of Multicultural 
Relations and Academic Affairs 
and began with a welcome from 
director Gwendolyn D. 
Packnett. The Negro National 
Anthem, "Lift Every Voice and 
Sing," was performed by 
Blanche Haley and the Rev. Al 
Bond provided the invocation. 

Despite the freezing temper­
atures and snow, over 150 peo­
ple turned out to hear some 
good gospel music and cele­
brate the last day of Black 
History Month on a high note. 
Chancellor George was on hand 
to welcome the crowd to the 
gospel fest, which featured sev­
eral acts. 

The male chorus from 
Westside Missionary Baptist 
Church performed fIrst. They 
sang "I Need You to Survive," a 
popular gospel tune penned by 
singer Hezekiah Walker. Rev. 
Ronald L. Bobo, Sr., pastor of 
Westside, directed the chorus 
which was accompanied by the 
Westside Baptist Church mime 
ministry. 

Next, a traditional Liberian 
dance was performed by 16 
dancers dressed in African 
clothing and waving brightly 
colored scarves. Their perfor­
mance was accompanied by an 
African drummer. 

The Westside Missionary 
Baptist mime ministry returned 
with a performance to the song, 
"My Worship is For Re~al." The 
song is by Bishop Larry Trotter 
and the Sweet Holy Spirit 
Combined Choirs and is fea­
tured on their 2001 release, 
"Tell the Devil I'm Back." 

Rochelle DeClue Walker, 
counselor in the Office of 
Multicultural Relations, made a 
special acknowledgement of all 
the high school students that 
were in attendance. Students 
from Normandy, Vashon, 
McCluer and Cardinal Ritter 
College Prep stood up and were 
encouraged by Walker to con­
sider continuing their education 
at UM-St. Louis. 

see GOSPEL CONCERT, page 12 
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John Constantine (Keanu Reeves) straddles the world of living and dead and battles the evils of hell. 

'Constantine' mixes 'Matrix' and 'Hellboy' 
BY C ATH ERINE M ARQUIS­

HOMEYER 

Film Critic 

There is good news and bad news 
for audiences of "Constantine." The 
good news is that it is much better than 
the last "Matrix" movie. The bad news 
is it is not quite as good as ''Bellboy,'' 
even if Keanu Reeves is much prettier. 

"Constantine" is based on the 
comic book "Hellblazer." Keanu 
Reeves plays John Constantine, a 
demon hunter who straddles the world 
of the living and the dead, following a 
near-death experience. Constantine 
uses his ability to see demons that 
move around Earth lmseen by normal 
people and uses his special powers 
against them to battle demons from 
hell that try to invade the land of the 

living. The somber, even cynical 
demon hunter goes about his work as a 
way to try to redeem himself for his 
past sins and stave off a future in hell. 
Rachel Weisz play Angela Dodson, a 
police detective who seeks out 
Constantine to solve the mystery of 
her twin sister's death (also played by 
Weisz), a death that may be tie,d to a 
more powerful underworld force try­
ing to invade the world. The cast is 
rounded out by TIlda Swinton as the 
angel Gabriel who is Constantine's 
contact to heaven, Shia LaBeouf as 
Constantine's driver and demon 
hunter-in-training Chas, Djimon 
Hounsou as seer and nightclub owner 
tv1idnite and Peter Stormare as Satan. 

"Constantine" is a film that gets all 
the supernatural visual elements just 
right and gives us plenty of great look­
ing photography and effec . However, 
the pace is surpri ingly slow for an 

action film. "Constantine" has some 
shortcomings, but thankfully Keanu 
Reeves' performance is not one of 
them. Actually, the acting overall is 
one of the strengths of the film. Actress 
Rachel Weisz is fine but largely wast­
ed in this film, with not really enough 
to do. The handsome Keanu Reeves 
may have a history of uneven acting 
performances but here he turns in one 
of his better performances as the stoic, 
brooding Constantine, occasionally 
snarling slightly into the camera and 
refraining from some of his less con­
vincing nicks. TIlda Swinton has the 
most startling bit as the androgynous, 
angeliC looking but surprisingly 
unpleasant Gabriel, and her part along 
with Peter Stormare's snobby Satan 
are among the most enjoyable in the 
film. 

The problem with "Constantine" is 
really the thinness of the plot and the 

slow pace, occasionally threatening to 
lull the audience to sleep. The story 
straddles both ''The Matrix" and 
''Bellboy,'' leaning more to the latter, 
which is also based on a comic book, 
but there just does not seem to be 
enough plot here. "Constantine" has a 
lot of terrific looking action sequences, 
nice dark and spooky costumes and 
settings and one great dark and dra­
matic looking shot after another, but 
there often are too many of them, as if 
director Francis Lawrence could not 
make up his mind which one to keep. 
It often uses three shots of cool, fabu­
lous looking, supernatural set pieces 
where one is needed, and undercuts 
the better efforts of the actors with the 
leaden pace. The story carrying all this 
great atmospheric photography and 
production is good but just so thin, that 
the film often seems like it is just drag­
ging things out to make room for more 

of those cool looking shots. The lan­
guid pace of the action eventually 
dampens down much of the appeal of 
the visual elements. 

The film uses a lot of religious, par­
ticularly Catholic, imagery and sym­
bolism, and focuses on themes about .. 
struggles between heaven and hell, 
and good and evil. Not a bad concept 
but it is not fully exploited for story- -
line. 

This film is a not bad piece of enter­
tainment, a bit like Hellboy with pret-
tier actors, but not as skillfully done or 
entertaining as that film. If the editing. 
had been tightened up to pick up the 
pace in this film, or if more plot had 
been added, it would have been a 
much better piece of atmospheric, 
supernatural entertainment. 
"Constantine" might appeal most to 
action fans more enamored with 
supernatural visuals than the action. 

..:... _ j - -_ • -_ o· ~ ("JJr"!-'~~ 

'Bride and Prejudice' sends Austen to 'Bollywood' 
BY CATHERI NE MARQUIS­

H O M EYER 

Flim Critic 

Too bad this film did not come out in 
time for Valentine's Day. It makes a 
heck of a fun date movie. 

Just as she l1~ed "Bend It Like 
Beckham" to tum assumptions about 
the girls in sports on their head, Director 
Gurinder Chadha's romantic comic 
"Bride and Prejudice" lurns assump­
tions about Indian "Bollywood" 
movies, and Indians, on their head. And 
makes a funny movie to boot 

"Bride and Prejudice" is a crosHul­
tural updating of Jane Austen's "Pride 
and Prejudice" that uses a slightly 
skewed Bollywood style. In this mod­
ern, global version of Austen's tale, 
smart, independent Lalita (Aishwarya 
Rai) horrifies her traditional small-town 
Indian family, and especially her moth­
er, when she asserts that she wants to 
marry for love, scorning traditional 
arranged marriages. When she meets a 
visiting Western businessman, the 
wealthy American Will Darcy (Martin 
Henderson), there is an immediate reac­
tion and sparks fly. But whether the 
reaction is hate or love is not clear, as 
Lalita's initial attraction to the hand­
some Darcy is quickly replaced by 
anger when he also impresses her as a 
culturally narrow-minded American 
snob. Darcy is attracted to Lalita's beau-

ty but his cultural luelessness and his 
assumption that she is a naIve, small­
town Indian who knows nothing of the 
world does nothing to endear him to the 
Indian beauty. The pair tilts back and 
forth between attraction and misunder­
standing at every meeting. 

Chadra's previous film, ' 'Bend It 
Like Beckham." was the British inter­
national hit about the friendship 
between two teen girls, one from an 
Indian family, who live to play soccer. 
Following that as umption-twisting 
film. Chadra has been courted by 
Holly\vood studios and she thought this 
might be her only chance to do a 
Bollywood style film, before going on 
to the more Western style .films. The 
cross-cultural theme of "Bride and 
Prejudice" appealed to Chadra, whose 
own background is pretty multicultural, 
since she was bom in London to Indian 
parents and is married to an American 
of Asian heritage. 

The film uses Austen's story to cre­
ate a romantic comedy that pokes fun at 
both conventions of Bollywood style of 
Indian films and Western assumptions 
about India The colorful, song-and­
dance Indian style of film known as 
Bollywood is somewhere between 
chaste, classic Hollywood musicals and 
pop music videos. Although this film is 
actually an affectionate tongue-in­
cheek parody of the style, ''Bride and 
Prejudice" might be a fun, easy way for 
someone unfamiliar with Bollywood to 

sample a taste of the style without tak­
ing the full plunge. 

"Bride and Prejudice" is not really a 
purely Bollywood film but a playful, 
affectionate satire of the style, served up 
by British-born director Gurinder 
Chadha. Chadra used a crew of both 
Western and ''Bollywood'' filmmakers, 
and the film strrs Bollywood superstar 
Aishwarya Rai, in her first Western role, 
with a cast that is a mix of Indian and 
Westem actors. The fresh, comic "Bride 
and Prejudice" is actually a blend of 
Eastern and Western styles. This is not 
so much a film for Bollywood fans but 
more of an introduction to the style for 
Western audiences. 

The film is not only a splashy spec­
tacle that captures the color and move­
ment of Bollywood movies, but also 
manages a considerable nod to the unre­
al world of American musicals, with the 
playful 1950s style ''No Life Without 
WIfe" sequence, and with the Gospel 
choir, robes and all, on the beach scene 
near the end Both sequences are both 
penect and hilarious. The Bollywood 
numbers are a bigger and over the top, 
pushing the edge of the already big 
style. Some Bollywood purists many 
not care for Chadra's humorous mish­
mash, but most audiences should be 
able to have a good laugh, as she dances 
around both Eastern and Western con­
ventions. 

Ftm, and funny, is what it is all about 
and too much over-thinking about the 
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Free-spirited Lalita (Aishwarya Rai) dances with her wealthy 
American love, Will Darcy (Martin Henderson). In the film, Lalita 
decides to marry for love, scaring her small-town Indian family. 

'1 
production numbers and all the playing spectacle part makes no more sense for 

this extravaganza than for any other 
musical. Save serious thought for the 
film's underlying comments on cultural 
assumptions and ethnocentrism. The 
London-born and raised director 
Chadha said in an interview here, earli­
er this year, that she thought that the 
restrictions arid formality of marriages 
in Austen's day fit well with arranged 
marriages in traditional Indian society. 
The misunderstandings between the 
affluent and less affluent classes, and 
between country and city folk, also fit 
the cross-cultural adaptation. 

If the film has a flaw, it is that the 
acting is largely overwhelmed by all the 

around with musical conventions. 
Leading actress and Bollywood star 
Aishwarya Rai is beautiful but her per- · 
forrnance is seems a bit too cool and ' 
distant for the character. We are far · 
more dazzled by the dancing than by: 
the adaptation of the story, although the. 
director does make her point about: 
Western cultural prejudices nicely. 

The fIlm is so busy upsetting· 
assumptions that all the craziness, while: 
funny, buries much of the romance in . 
the story as well. Despite that, ''Bride _ • 
and Prejudice" is a fun way to take a dip : ~ 
in the "Bollywood" pool without get- · 
ting in over your head. 

Visitors can enjoy comfy, casual dining at Crooked Tree 
BY MONICA M ARTIN 

Staff Writer 

For people who are looking for a 
moderately pliced meal in a small, 
quiet restaurant, check out the 
Crooked Tree Coffeehouse in St. 
Charles. 

My friend and I arrived on Friday 
afternoon at around 3:15 p.m. The 
restaurant was not too busy. In fact, 
there were only three other people 
besides the two employees. The 
restaurant is a single dining room. It is 
a small room with wooden floors and 
blue-gray walls. There are a handful 
of tables in the middle of the room. 
Couches and sitting chairs surround a 
coffee table in the back of the restau­
rant, and there is also a ·piano. The 
counter sits to the left of the front 
door. The kitchen is easily visible 
from the counter. 

The menu is written on black­
boards hanging on the wall behind the 
counter. Over thirty items are offered, 
including breakfast, soup, wraps, 
crepes, sandwiches and salads. 
Beverages other than coffee and lattes 

include soda, iced tea, bottled water, 
bottled juice, Snapple, Italian soda, 
French soda, fresh squeezed lemon­
ade and hot chocolate. 

My friend, who had previously 
dined at the Crooked Tree, ordered 
first. She went with a veggie sand­
wich and a peppermint mocha. I 
chose to go with a Ranch Chicken 
Melt and a hot chocolate. The sand­
wiches come with a choice of a side 
of chips, fruit or potato salad. We both 
opted for the chips. LaiTa, the worker 
making our sandwiches, told us to sit 

. down and she would bring out our 
food. We had not been sitting for five 
minutes with our drinks when the 
food arrived. My sandwich came with 
a small side container of Ranch to 
either pour on the sandwich, or in 
which to dip the sandwich. My sand­
wich was hot and delicious. My 
friend's sandwich was fresh and 
equally good. After polishing off my 
sandwich, I went back up to the 
counter and ordered a slice of triple 
chocolate fudge cake. The cake is 
rich, moist and to die for. Both of our 
bills came to eleven dollars and some 
change. 

The service at the Crooked Tree is 
good. Laira and Dane, the young man 

who took our orders, are both friend­
ly and funny. They joked with us and 
each other, but not to the point of 
goofIng off or being inappropriate. 
My friend informed me that the 
friendliness of the employees and the 
owner is one of the reasons she keeps 
going back to this coffeehouse. 

The Crooked Tree Coffeehouse, 
owned by Stein Hunter, first opened 
in 2002. At the end of 2004, the 
restaurant closed and relocated to its 
current location at 559 First Capital in 
St. Charles, near Lindenwood 
University The coffeehouse reopened 
just a few weeks ago. Amenities 
include: high-speed Internet access, a 
web cam, prepaid phone and service 
by Verizon WIfeless, online shopping, 
games, books' and more. Hours are 
Monday-Friday, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday hours are 8 am. to 6 p.m., 
and Stmday hours are from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. In corning weeks, The 
Crooked Tree will be open until mid­
night on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Crooked Tree Coffeehouse is 
a casual, relaxing place to visit. It is a 
small, quiet nook to go to unwind 
after a long day of work or schooL 
Stop in for delicious food, hot drinks 
and friendly service. 

Erica Burrusl The Current : ti 

The Crooked Tree Coffeehouse in St. Charles offers a variety of 
sandwiches and sweets to conquer any craving. In the near 
future, visitors can hang out at the coffeehouse until midnight 
every Friday and Saturday. Currently the establishment is open 
until 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and until 4 p.m. on 
Sunda~ ~ 
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Weekly Cartoon - by Rudy Scoggins 

I ... HAVEN'T 
A ClUE, 
SID , 

SlOPANG YA? 

/ ~pfS THE cru.E<1l\'£ 'MLl 

Cusumano's Pizza 
2 for 1 Longneck Bottle Beers 

2 for 1 Rail Drinks 

Every Night 10 p.m. til 1 a.m. 
must be 21 to enter - must have Missouri ID 

7147 Manchester Rd in Maplewood 
entertainment every night 4 pool tables and game room 

OPEN 1 ()p.m. 645-5599 close at 3a.m. every night 

OF AU MY 8I.A(J( 

AN<E$TOOS? \ 

Looking tor a loan and tired of being 
decl ined? Celebrate the :-:ew Year in a 
new home. or O~ll up your vcry own 

business. Trust our caring Financial 
Specialists to find you lhat perfect 

(Business. 'vtortgage. Debt. C ans I. Elc.1 
loan with low rates. 

TOLL FREE: 1 270 -2570 

s 
Somelhing to iI 

Think flyers are 
getting the word out for 

you on campus? 

Still think SO? 

.1 Call 516-5316 for advertising 
rates and information. 

*CLASS I FIED ADS 
with 40 words or fewer 

are free to 
students, faculty and staff 

Call 516-5174 or email your ad to current@jinx.umsl.edu 

For Sale 
Power Book G4 - loaded with 
features! 
12.1 ", 1.33 GHz, Super Drive (DVD-R/CD­
R) 1D24x768 resol>Jtion; 512 L2 Cache, 
60GB hard drive Built-in Bluetooth 1.1; 
Airport extreme built in; analog in/out 
Mini DVI out (VGA adapter); Mac OS X 
10.3.3.;256 MB DDR333 PC2700 SDRAM; 
Includes Microsoft Office. Asking $1500. 
Call Diego, 314-420-7266. 

Expandable light Oak Dining 
Room Table 
Light oak tabletop/Sky blue (detach­
able) legs Selling for $50. Four blue 
cushioned seats included also (on 
request). Good condition. 
Email: Illuzion_5®yahoo.com for more 
information 

Computer for sale 
Desktop computer: $550. Gateway Flex 
ATX w / Intel Celeron 667mhz processor, 
63mb RAM, 19.0 GB hard drive, 
Windows ME, 17" monitor, keyboard, 
mouse, speakers, microphone, 56K 
modem, MS Works Suite. Canon S400 
printer included. Contact Melinda: 
516-5241 or bowenmel®umsl.edu. 

DRUMS and GUITAR AMP 
Full Yamaha Stage Custom set with 3 
toms, signature snare, bass drum, sabi­
an ride, 2 sabian crash, and china 
crash. Asking $800. Peral set wi 5 
toms, yamaha snare, bass drum, DH 
ride and crash. Asking $1000. Both 
sets include all hardware, stands, 
throne, and pedal. A OW 5000 double 
bass pedal is available. 
Crate Blue Voodoo tube head and 4x12 

cab is $900. 692-9028, leave message. 

FIRE·BELLIED TOADS FOR 
SALE 
Includes: 4 toads, 10 gallon aquarium, 
screen lid, under-tank heater, soil, 
plastiC rock, water pool, heating/bask­
ing light, half log hide-out, tempera­
ture gauge, small mister, and calcium 
powder. An $85 value! $50 
If interested email tineri09®yahoo.com 

STUDENT SALE 
Queen size mattress with box springs 
and bedding, 2 weight benches with 
1000+ lb of free weights, and flat 
desk. MAKE AN OFFER. Dell Inspiron 
8500 laptop loaded. New ones cost 
$3000, selling mine for $1000 obo. 
Compaq desktop selling for $500. Call 
Garrett @ 314-680-8412 . 

1998 Subaru Outback Wagon 
Truly excellent condition 
Garaged and dealer serviced 
$7100 (314)412-5352 

GE heavy duty washer and dryer 
both work well; have not had much 
use. $125 each or BO. E-mail 
garhartc®umst.edu or call 314-516-
5956. 

Political Science Text 
For Sale 
Req . text for Political Science . 
"Approaching Democracy" 
Bookstore sells for $60, asking $45. 
Like new. Call 428-4206 

Attn: Photography Students 
Canon AE -1 camera body for sale. 
Perfect condition 
Call Erica (314) 680-7969 

5 years, 4 jobs, and 3 cars 
later ... 
I have a degree and memories, but not 
the skill of getting a good deal on cars. 
See me, Charles, at Mc Mahon Used, 
mention the Current to save $500 and 
see how. 314-771-9900 

Brand new apartment size DVD 
player 
perfect working condition $45 
e-mail me for a picture 
aricadance@yahoo.com or for informa­
tion call Erica 314-680-7969 

Exercise equipment 
for sale: 
Nordic Track Ski Machine. Excellent 
condition. Purchased new in 1997 and 
used very little. $1000.B.0. Call 
(314) 422-8047 Dr email 
bowenmel®umsl .edu. 

'94 Thunderbird va 
Auto, Loaded, New Paint,. Clean $3800 
obo Call Randy 34-49-4381 

'Housing 
Roommate wanted 
4 bedroom house about 15 minutes 
from campus. $300 a month w/ $50 
depOSit. Please contact Jodie @ 314-
401-9105 for more info. 

SEEKING to rent/housesit in 
summer 2005 
Mature graduate student looking for 
nicer furnished apartment Summer 
2005 or housesitting opportunity. 1 or 2 
bedrooms and in a safe area. I am cur­
rently overseas, please contact me via 
email: mtgb8®umsl.edu 

Roommate Needed ASAP 
3 bdrm, 1 bath, updated and has fin­
ished basement, wood burning stove, 
fenced backyard, covered deck, all 
new appliances. Nice house, 1-2 miles 
west of UMSL off Natural Bridge Rd in 
safe, family neighborhood. Rent is 
$400/ month and includes ALL utilities. 
Contact Amy at (314)426-7471 or 
amylu777@yahoo.com 

Nonnandy Apartments 
Recently updated 1 BR Ii 2BR. Walking 
distance to UMSL & Metrolink with 
access to major highways. Central AIC 
& heal. On-site laundry. Garages, car­
ports Ii storage units available. 1 BR 
starting at $395 and 2 BR starting at 
$465. Call 314-210-2558 and make an 
appointment to see your new home 
today! 

Bellerive Acres Home for Sale 
We are relocating to another dty and 
we must sell. Open House March 5th 
10am-3pm and Sunday, March 6th 
1pm-3pm. 4200 sq. ft., 4 bed, 2.5 
bath. This home is a must see. Sale 
price: $325,000 #55Bellerive Acres. 

Help Wanted 
Busy shifts plenty of money! 
Casa Gallardo in Bridgeton is looking 
for Servers, Cocktail servers and hosts. 
Full and part time. Days, nights, week­
ends available. Please apply in per­
son, 12380 St. Charles Rock Rd. 
Bridgeton, Mo. 
BEST BET FOR FLEXIBLE Part 
Time INCOME 
Get paid per online survey. Anytime. 
On your down time. COLLEGESTU­
DENTSURVEYS.COM (write it down) 
"When you need more than just beer 
money" 

LIFEGUARD NEEDED 
CERTIFIED LIFEGUARD needed for 
UMSL Indoor Pool: Mon-Thurs 11 :30AM-
2PM Ii 6:30 PM - 9PM. $6.30/hour. 
Apply in the Campus Rec Office, 23 
Mark Twain, 516-5326. 

Looking for a local band 
to play at a campus event for a few 
hours on March 16th from 7-9pm. You 
do not need much experience-great 
way for promotion. Price is nego­
tiable. Call 516-5414 for more info. 

HELP WANTED: 
Responsible person to help mom with 
MS keep house clean Ii organized. 
Flexible hours to accommodate school 
schedule. Must have own transporta­
tion. Pays $15.00 per hour. If interest­
ed, please contact Randi at 314-275-
8296 or 314-651-1693 

Need a Job? 
PART TIME, COOL, FUN, JOBS, 
S12.00/hour. Can pay 75% of your UMSL 

tuition, as well as other cash for school. 

Great benefits! Call Shawn Rafferty 314-

486-m7 or email at smrb52®umst.edu or 

shawn. rafferty®mostlo. ang.af. mil 

RATES 
(40 words are free for students, 
staff, and faculty.) 
For others, ad rates are: 
1 ad or issue - $ 15 

2 ads or issues - $25 

3 ads or issues - $35 

4+ - $10 per ad/issue 

Are you interested in ... 
Meeting new people? Being more 
involved? Finding an Alumni Mentor? 
Enjoying the college experience? 
Students Today Alumni Tomorrow 
(STAT) can help. Call Amanda at 516-
4738 or stop by the Student Life 
Office today. 

100% RISK FREE! 
The Only Vitamin You May Ever Need! 
All Natural Whole Vitamins(not syn­
thetiC) To Learn More and Order Visit 
3JOHN2VICTORYVITAMIN.COM Or Call 
1-800·605-8482 #143614 

UMSL Alumni Owned Courier 
Company 
Arch Express is a same day.courier 
company that services the greater SL 
Louis area. With our computer network 
and mobile units, we maintain constant 
contact with your delivery. Call 314-
989-0100 today for a quote! 

Well ness Resource Center 
Are you interested in 
a support group for adult children of 
alcohol ics? 
To learn more about free on campus 
options for students, please contact 
the Wellness Resource Center at 516-
5380 or email Michelle Schmidt at rus­
setlms@umsLedu 

Smoking Cessation -Are you 
interested in quitting tobacco? 
To learn more about free on campus 
options for students, please contact 
the Wellness Resource Center at 516-
5380 or email Michelle Schmidt at 
russellms®msx. umsl.edu 

EXPERT EDITING 
Re-writing of student papers, faculty 
bo'oks-in-progress, etc. Reasonable 
rates. Call Barbara at Glory Arts. (314) 
991-6762 

RECIEVE 50% OFF ANY HAIR 
SERVICE 
WITH JACIE AT AMERICAN IMAGE 
SALON IN CHESTERFIELD CALL FOR 
APPOINTMENTS AT 314-878-5210 

Writer Wanted 
Assist me in writing a self-help autobi­
ography book to be published in my 
country. Some proceeds will be donat­
ed to the tsunami victims in my coun­
try. No experience necessary. Make a 
difference in the life of people in 
South Asia by contributing your skills 
write me at 
ahsnq2®studentmaiLumsl.edu or 
alexspeaks®hotmail.com. Small 
compensation is available based on I 

chapters written. 

Play Women's Rugby 
www.stlouissabres.com no experience 
necessary 314-353-5229 

If you are interested in obtain­
ing a Ph.D. in engineering 
at a world-class Research I university, 
Vanderbilt Engineering might be inter­
ested in you. Late application allowed 
for selected students. Check 
www.engineering.vanderbilLedu for 
more information or call 
615-322-4657. 

$$$ Easy Money $$$$ 
I will pay $40 for your phone book Call 
Lee Ramsey toll free 1-866-577-7237 

GET PAID FOR YOUR OPINIONS! 
Earn $15-$125 and more per survey! 
www.moneyforsurveys.com 

The Current 

516-5316 
Tom - Advertising Director 

Alex - Ad Associate 

Maria - Ad Representative 

Give us a call, and find out 
what we can do for you! 

Apartment size vaccum 
Dirt Devil Roomate $10 (for a quick 
pick up) e-mail me for a picture 
aricadance®yahoo.com or for more 
information call Erica 314-680-7969 

STUDENT TRAVEL 

brown entertainment center 
$25 
great condition e-mail me for a pic­
ture aricadance®yahoo.com or for 
information call Erica 314-680-7969 

Brand new Dell subwoofer $15 
perfect working condition, for use 
with Dell computers e-mail me for a 
picture aricadance®yahoo.com or for 
more information call Erica 314-680-
7969 

Two small Philips speakers 
perfect condition, originally came with 
a mini stereo system stand 12" tall $10 
e-mail me for a picture 
aricadance@yahoo.com or for informa­
tion call Erica 314-680-7969 

Need an extra $18,000.00 a 
year? 
Candy vending route. 50 locations. 
Cost $3000 1-800-568-1392 or 
www.vendingthatworks.com 

MAK 

BREAK 
:JfBeach 
nCozumel $529 

Air + 4 nights at Hotel Meson 
San Miguel 

»london $454 
Air + 4 nights at the Astor Hyde _ rk Hostel, breakfast included 

gm Alternative 
»Costa Rica $461 

Air + 6 nights at the Pangea 
Hostel, breakfast included 

""m&'~if¥.'}1 
nCancun $510 

Air + 3 nights at the Radisson 
Hacienda Cancun 

»Amsterdam $520 
Air + 4 nights at the Han~ Brinker 
Hoste.l, breakfast incillded 

»Mexico City $378 
Air + 2 nights at the Hostel 
Moneda, breakfast included 

tii.1TRAVEL I 
~=~~ www.sarave.com 

565 Melville 

(314)721.7779 
for more great travel deals visit 

I www.thecurrentonline.comltravel 
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Mike Sherwin! The Cun'ent 

Gabrielle Abels, visiting professor at the Institute for Science and Technology at the University of 
Bielefeld in Germany, speaks on Wednesday at the Institute for Women's and Gender Studies dur­
ing a discussion on reproductive rights. 

_ .. __ ._------_ .... _---_._-- ------_._ .. __ ... _-_. __ ._. __ ... - ... _-_. 

~~~~_~~_R!~~~.J~o~/~~~~_l ____________________ ______ __________________________ _ 

She said student organizations 
could buy prepared meals at a local 
grocery store, but with Chartwells, 
students are paying for the service, 
in addition to the food. "Chartwells 
wants to work in a partnership with 
the University to promote the stu­
dents," she said. 

Scherer named two reasons 
Chartwells is advantageous in 
catering student organization 
events. Chartwells offers the look 
and presentation of served food that 
other options cannot provide. 
Chartwel1s also takes on the 
responsibility of food safety, which 
Scherer said was a top concern for 
the company. "The liability is on 
Chartwells," she said. 

Chartwell s ' contract with the 
University states that student orga­
nizations must use their catering 
service for on-campus events, but 

some students feel the contract lim­
its their spending abilities. 

Jennifer Rapini, senior, biology, 
called her experience with 
Chartwells "mediocre." She said, 
"Spending so much of our budget 
on expensive food is hard on a 
small budget club like the 
Biological Society." 

Rapini said most items on the 
student activity menu are expensive 
and choices are limited for cheaper 
items. However, Chartwells plans 
to offer student discounts on 
catered events in the near future. 

The committee is open to new 
concerns of students and increased 
student involvement, too. Braddix 
wants to include all people working 
or associated with Chartwells on 
the committee. 

"I was hoping the committee 
would have a wide array of stu-

SGA CONSTITUTION, from page 1 
.... ~.~~--.-,~"---~---.----- - -~.~---------------. 

One other change involving officers 
also included a recommendation to 
eliminate the treasurer position. follow­
ing other student organizations, which 
either have a treasurer or a comptroller 
but not both. 

The committee felt the change was 
necessary because other officers could 
complete the treasurer's duties. 

Coker said the treasurer had three 
major duties, including the budget 
'The whole executive board has input 
on the budget, and the other two duties 
we could easily pass onto the secretary 
and the comptroller. Therefore, elimi­
nating this position would not leave 
much of a void," Coker said. 

"Right now, it (the student budget) 

mostly is the sole responsibility of the 
treasurer, and the committee felt that 
that should be something that the pres­
ident should be more involved in," 
Hollander said. ''Many thought it was 
important to stress that the Assembly 
should have some input in the budget 
It shouldn't just be the responsibility of 
one person." 

Coker also mentioned the possible 
attempt to eliminate the vice chair posi­
tion' but the committee decided to keep 
the position since the vice chair has the 
responsibility of acting as liaison 
between the student body and the 
Executive Board. 

The committee hoped to clarify the 
responsibilities and duties of each offi-

dents, so there would be student 
input from every different avenue 
on campus," he said. ' 

Chartwells agreed to listen to 
students' problems at the meetings 
to try to rectify legitimate worries. 
"One of the biggest problems that I 
heard from them (Chartwells) is 
that student don't come to them 
about their concerns," Braddix said. 
"When there's an issue with 
Chartwells, they go to other stu­
dents and talk about them. It would 
really pay just to go straight to one 
of the managers working." 

The food committee will handle 
student concerns and provide infor­
mation about food service and 
catering on campus. ''This commit­
tee would be a good place for peo­
ple to voice their concerns who 
don't feel comfortable doing it one 
on one," Braddix said. 

cer, so students interested in running 
for a particular office know what to 
expect 

'The goal of everybody involved is 
to get a clearer document and make it 
easier for concerned and interested par­
ties to read it and get answers to their 
questions," Hollander said. He hopes 
the clarifications will avoid ambiguous 
interpretations of the constitution's 
wording. 

Hollander said, "We hope that the 
document, the proposal, will clarify 
some of the more recent problems and 
avoid, hopefully, problems in the 
future." Hollander hopes the Assembly 
is prepared for a vote at the SGA meet­
ing March 11. 

Lecture focuses on 
reproductive ,. ghts 

BY CARRIE LEWIS 

Sta!fWriter 

In the recent presidential elec­
tion, women's reproductive rights 
were a major topic, so it was only 
appropriate for the UM-St. Louis' 
women's history month speaker 
series to kick off discussing the con­
troversies surrounding this topic. 

On March 2, a panel discussion 
was held in Room 211 Clark Hall 
about religion and reproductive 
rights. The panel was composed of 
three women, all who support 
women's right to choose, and 
included Sister Jeanne Meuer of 
Woman's Place, Rebecca Turner 
from Religious Coalition for 
Reproductive Freedom and Gabriele 
Abels, professor from the 
University of Bielefeld in Germany. 

The audience, which consisted 
mainly of women, was not without 
differing views on abortion. 

Mary Ford, a UM-St. Louis grad­
uate student studying social work, 
was at the speech hoping to become 
informed about the views being pre­
sented and claimed that she has an 
open mind about women's choices. 

On the other side, Chris Rene, 
history graduate student, came to 
the lecture because he sees himself 
as religious and pro-life. 

Guests of the speech were pro­
vided several handouts. One, enti­
tled "Religious Pro-choice 
Americans Speak Out," read, "For 
years, religious political extremists 
have claimed religion opposes abor­
tion ... In fact, this assertion is false. 
Religious Americans actively sup­
port a woman 's right to choose." 

Sister Jeanne Meuer began the 
presentation by explaining why she 
supports women's reproductive 
rights. She said that people are 
responsible for their own choices 
and, as a Roman Catholic, she 
believes people should follow their 
conscience. "The most basic human 
thing is choice," Meuer said. 

Meuer went on to say that it is a 
woman's body and therefore a 
woman's choice. 

A pamphlet from Rebecca 
Turner's organization, Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive 
Freedom, reads in part, "While 
Americans of all faiths differ on 
abortion, the great majority believes 
it is a moral decision, one a woman 
must make for herself" 

Turner, a minister, followed 

Meuer in the discussion. She began 
by telling a story about her sister 
who dropped out of college due to 
an unwanted pregnancy and has 
"hovered around the poverty line" 
ever since. Thrner explained that she 
feels stories like hers are much more 
prevalent than the single mother 
success stories hyped by the media. 

People that are pro-life generally 
respond to the view presented by 
arguing that human DNA is present 
at conception and therefore abortion 
is murder. Pro-choice supporters can 
look to yet another handout given at 
the speech for an answer; "To deny 
a woman the power to make deci­
sions is to disrespect the integrity of 
her conscience and, ultimately, to 
deny her full personhood." 

People can go several places for 
more information about women's 
reproductive rights, including Nikki 
Doughty, assistant in the UM-St 
Louis office for Women's Gender 
Studies at 516-5581, and the 
Spiritual Youth for Reproductive 
Freedom website at www.syrf.org. 

The next women's history month 
speaker series lecture will be held 
on March 9, at 12:30 p.m., in Room 
211 Clark Hall. The event will focus 
on HIV and risky behavior among 
students . 

~_~_~.R~~~_./rom page! ________ __________________ ... __ . __ .. __ ........ ____ ... __ ____ _ ._______________ ____ _ 

Bearden believes sexual Olientation is 
a person's lifestyle choice and a person 
is not born with a certain sexual prefer­
ence. He supports the bill that would 
subject institutions, including the 
University, to a penalty, such as with­
drawing funds. 

Bearden also voted against another 
bill that would give the student curator a 
vote on the board of curators. Charles 
Stadtlander, junior, public policy, was a 
representative of Associated Students of 
the University of Missouri that attended 
the event He asked Bearden for his 
stance on the student curator bill 

Bearden supports the student curator 
being involved and having input into the 
board of curators, but he shared his COIl­

cern that the student may not be able to 
handle that responSlbility. 

' 'Having a student curator vote would 
compromise with a student being in 
there (the board of curators meeting) 
Things are discussed as a closed session, 

which the current student curator is not 
allowed in. It puts the students in a very 
untenable situation," Bearden said. 
However, Stadtlander said the student 
curator does have access to the closed 
door meetings. 

Stadtlander talked about a student 
petition to give the student curator a vote, 
which has more than 1,(XX} signatures. 
Bearden's voting record showed he did 
not support the student curator bill in the 
past and voted against it in 2002. 
However, if a vote was needed, Bearden 
said he would support the bill. 

Stadtlander may oppose Bearden's 
opinions concerning these policies, but 
he said, "He (Bearden) is a very strong 
supporter of higher education funding." 
Stadtlander respects Bearden and the 
work he is doing with higher education 
funding. 

Bearden said students should com­
municate with both their state legislator 
and their school administrators. 'We 
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need to worl<: together collectively to 
come up with the best system we can to 
provide the education value to the stu­
dents," he said. 

Marl<: Bacon, junior, public fXllicy, 
said ASUM interns work with Bearden, 
which is why they invited him to speak 
'We invited him because we thought 
he'd be an interesting and informing 
speaker on higher education in the OM 
system," he said. 

Stadtlander said, "I think 
Representative Bearden is a stand up 
guy. I think he speaks his true beliefs. 
Although I disagree with him on some 
things he stands for, I think that we 
should recognize our common ground." 
He hopes students in ASUM wode hard 
with Bearden. 

Bearden has represented District 16, 
which includes St Charles County, since 
2(xx). He is a member of the Special 
Committee on Educational Funding and 
the Higher Education Committee. 

._---_ .. _------- ------

Charles Pillar then gave a brief his­
tory on the Lewis and Clark expedi­
tion with special emphasis on Clark's 
slave, York, who was instrumental in 
the expedition. He read a Jist of York's 
many accomplishments and told 
young people in the audience, "You 
are not slaves. If York could do all that 
he did as a slave, certainly you can do 
more. " 

Dello Thedford and the Gospel 
Symphonic Choir were then intro­
duced by Mrs. Packnett The ecumeni­
cal group was formed by Thedford in 
1995 and features 70 singers repre­
senting various St Louis churches. 
Anita Watkins-Stevens is the group's 
director. 

The men were dressed in tuxedos 
and the women in brightly colored 
African attire as they performed sever­
al classic gospel tunes beginning with 
the upbeat" Sing Praises to the Lord." 

Next, they sang a concert version 
of the Negro National Anthem, "Lift 
Every Voice and Sing." For the next 
selection, "The Lord's Prayer," young 
praise dancers joined them onstage. 
'We Serve an Awesome God," which 
was written by OM-St Louis alumnus 
Oscar Willianls, Jr., featured solo per­
formances by Linda Major and Karen 
Hilton. 

Other songs performed included 
"He's Done So Much for Me" and 
"Precious Lord," a classic gospel song 

written by the Father of Gospel Music. 
Thomas A. Dorsey. 

The evening ended 'with singer 
Leslie Johnson performing "And He 
Blessed My Soul," which led to an 
impromptu audience sing-along of 
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus." 

At the end of the concert, Packnett 
acknowledged Chancellor George and 
other campus organizations that were 
instrumental in putting together the 
UM-St Louis Black History Month 
celebration. It was a fitting way to end 
a very special and exciting month­
long celebration of the many contribu­
tions African Americans have made 
and continue to make to American his­
tory. 
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