
Writing is our middle name… 

Youth Writing Festival – October 20 
Celebrate the National Day on Writing by bringing your students to this year’s Youth Writing 
Festival! The program is for students in grades 3 – 8 (and their teachers). Students will attend 3 
break-out sessions and hear from St. Louis’s first Youth Poet Laureate.  This event is open to all 
area students. Registration is $30 per student. Online registration will run from Oct. 5 – 17 (or 
until full). Click here to access the registration forms and instructions.  Contact Katie O’Daniels 
with questions (314-516-5578). 

National Day on Writing – October 20 

GWP Writing Retreat – November 12 & 13 

Co-sponsored by NWP and NCTE, the National Day on Writing celebrates the importance, joy, 
and evolution of writing through a tweetup, using the hashtag #WhyIWrite and events hosted 
by thousands of educators across the country. For ideas on how to celebrate the National Day 
on Writing in your classroom, click here.  Also, like GWP’s Facebook page and follow GWP’s 
Twitter feed to stay up-to-date on more ways to get involved! 

GWP TCs will gather together for a weekend of writing at Toddhall Retreat Center--a 
picturesque place in Columbia, Illinois. During the retreat there will be guided writing activities, 
sessions to share, a social hour on Saturday evening and as much quiet writing time as you 
want. All you have to bring is your writing materials and your inspiration. By the time you leave 
mid-afternoon on Sunday, you’ll be refreshed and rejuvenated. Your cost? $62 for a single room 
or $40 per person for a double room.  Meals and group meeting spaces will be provided by GWP. 
Please click here to reserve your space at the writing retreat. Contact Sioux Roslawski with 
questions.  

Want to stay connected and continue to hone your craft? Consider joining a GWP book study group 
for the 2016-2017 school year. Groups are forming now around the following titles: Writing: Teachers 
and Children at Work (Donald Graves); Real Revision (Kate Messner); After The End (Barry Lane); 
Write Like This (Kelly Gallagher); and The Power of Neurodiversity (Thomas Armstrong). To 
participate, complete this brief form. You will then be contacted by a book study leader with dates 
and locations of meetings so that you can make a final decision about joining a book study group. 
Feel free to invite a colleague! Don’t see one you like? Then suggest a title.  
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Missouri Teachers Write 
Missouri teachers have their own literary 
magazine! Missouri Teachers Write, 
published by the Missouri Council of 
Teachers of English, seeks teacher-
written pieces of poetry, memoir, drama, 
essay and short story for its 2017 online 
edition. If you have a piece you would like 
to share, please send it to 
moteachenglish@gmail.com 

GWP Monthly Writer’s Group 
When: Last Tuesday of the month at 4:30  
Where: Fergie’s Bar & Restaurant 

Click here for more information. 

Scholastic Writing  Awards 

Letters to the Next President 2.0 

Stay Connected! 

The 2017 Scholastic Writing Awards are now 
open. The Missouri region anticipates more 
than 1,000 entries from students in grades 
7-12. With eleven categories, students can 
submit writing in the genre of choice. Gold 
Key, Silver Key and Honorable Mention 
awards are distributed in each category, and 
winners are invited to the annual Scholastic 
Writing Awards Ceremony at the Tan Tar-A 
resort in February. The Scholastic Writing 
Awards are a national competition and Gold 
Key winners from Missouri advance to the 
next level.  Visit www.artandwriting.org to 
submit student work. Contact Katie Kline if 
you have any questions about this year's 
competition or would like some posters sent 
to your school.  

Letters to the Next President 2.0 engages 
and connects young people as they 
research, write, and voice their opinions on 
issues that matter to them in the coming 
election. Learn more here.  

Saturday Celebrations 

Is your glass half full? Join Ruth Ayres’s 
Saturday Celebrations by linking-up your 
blog to her website. This is a wonderful 
weekly habit to stop and reflect on the 
things that are going well and to join a 
community of educators who are doing 
the same.  

Do you know a GWP TC who should be spotlighted? Send info to Katie O’Daniels.  

The following GWP TCs, who earned advanced degrees  last spring/summer. Congrats! 

• Tracy Brosch - MS in library science and information services 
• Dawn Finley - PhD in Teaching and Learning Processes 
• Angie Muse - EdD in Language, Literacy, and Culture 
• Mike Phoenix – EdD in Language, Literacy, and Culture 
• Brian Rockette - PhD in Teaching and Learning Processes 
• Jarret Smith - EdD in Language, Literacy, and Culture 
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