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friends and colleagues during the holiday
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season.

Our first

“Breakfast with

the UMSLRA" of

the spring

semester was

scheduled for

February but was

snowed out, and took place at the beginning of March instead. UMSL

alum and Moneta Wealth Advisors partner Bill Dickens and his colleague
Kelly Moore spoke on “Five Estate Planning
Mistakes People Make,” enlivening the
discussion with anecdotes from their
combined decades of experience in the
financial services industry.

Later in the month two dozen UMSLRA
members met for our Spring Event - a guided tour of the St. Louis
Kaplan Feldman Holocaust Museum, followed by a luncheon gathering.
Thanks to the UMSLRA Planning and Events Committee for arranging
this!

Mid-April saw our second “Breakfast with the UMSLRA"” session of the
semester, in which retired FBI Special Agent Tina Richter-Kinney
provided tips on how to avoid “Senior Scams and Financial
Exploitation.” Unfortunately, scamming seniors has become a multi-
billion dollar business!

As this newsletter goes to press, the UMSLRA is engaged in its annual
Membership Drive — remember that current UMSL faculty and staff
members aged 55 and over are now eligible for membership in the
Retirees Association, so if you are in touch with some eligible current
employees, please let them know! And tell them the first year of
membership is free!

Last, but by no means least, we look forward to our annual Spring
luncheon and Business Meeting on Friday, June 6 at Glen Echo. I hope
to see you there!

Best wishes,

Tom Eyssell
2024-25 UMSLRA President

Tom Eyssell
President




Membership

Members of the UMSL Retirement Association (UMSL-RA)
are staying connected with former co-workers and the
campus. We welcome all retirees (and current employees
55+) who wish to join us!

Happy Spring. I hope we have “weathered” all the wind and ice
until next Winter.

As you are aware, the annual membership renewal campaign will
be kicking off. There are some exciting changes. As the result of
a Board vote, the first year of membership is FREE. Be sure to
let your friends and colleagues know about this important shift.
In addition, pre- retirees, those 55 and over, can also become
members.

The new form, HERE
which should be s.tayin
available as you read -
this, is a bit different
than in past years. While
the impact of registration
is the same, the
appearance may need a
bit of explanation. The

i Your membership mean
new online form looks our membership means

exclusive invitations to RA events
and activities!

like registering for an
event. Don't worry, just

compete as directed and
you will be joining for the 2025-2026 membership year. You will
get a confirmation e-mail from me and then a mailing that
includes your membership card. Please remember that you can
always change your membership from annual to lifetime. Those
options are still available in the new format. If you have any
questions about the new process, just send me an e-mail
(duncan@umesl.edu) and we can “chat.”

I want to be sure to mention that I would
love to see you at the Spring Luncheon
that will be held on Friday June 6 at Glen
Echo Country Club. Keep an eye out for
the notice for registration. It would be
great to see you there.

Stay connected if you have questions. I
enjoy hearing from colleagues and friends.

Mimi Duncan, See you on June 6!
Membership
Committee Chair https://www.umsl.edu/retirees

jointoday.html



https://www.umsl.edu/retirees/files/pdfs/25-26-retirees-association-enrollment.pdf
mailto:duncan@umsl.edu
https://www.umsl.edu/retirees/jointoday.html
https://www.umsl.edu/retirees/jointoday.html

Events and Planning

Breakfast with the UMSLRA

Late last fall Ms. Denise Lee, CEO of Clear Spaces, LLC provided
UMSLRA members and guests with tips on how to simplify their
lives by getting rid of

“stuff” they have

accumulated. Immensely

well-received, her

comments focused on the

emotional, as well as

physical, implications of

hanging on to too many

items.

Included in her talk were such tips as:

“Decluttering should be viewed as deciding what to keep, rather
than what to get rid of.”

“Ask yourself: would I buy that item today, if I didn't already
have it?”

“Remember the '20/20 Rule’: if I get rid of it and need it later,
could I replace it for under $20 in less than 20 minutes?”

All in all, it was a wonderful presentation, and the UMSLRA
thanks Ms. Lee for sharing her expertise with us!

Spring Outing — Holocaust Museum

Two dozen members of the
UMSL Retirees Association took a
guided tour of St. Louis’
nationally renowned Kaplan-
Feldman Holocaust Museum in
March. Following the tour, they
convened for lunch and
camaraderie! Thanks to Cindy Vantine and the Planning and
Events Committee for arranging another successful outing!

Spring Luncheon 2025

Friday, June 6, 2025

11:30 a.m., Glen Echo Country Club
12:00 Lunch and Campus briefing

Free for members, $35 for non-members & guests

Cash Bar * Watch for your email invitation



Retirees of the Year

UMSLRA 2025
Chancellor’s Retiree of the Year Awards

The Chancellor’s Retiree of the Year Awards (ROTY) focus on the
accomplishments of former UMSL employees after their
retirement. These accomplishments may involve service to the
University, civic and welfare services, career and professional
activities, or other noteworthy accomplishments.

The UMSLRA award committee selects a retired faculty member
and a staff employee each year to be among those who receive
the annual Chancellor’s awards. The submitted nomination form
must be accompanied by at least two letters of support for the
candidate.

The 2025 ROTY award nomination form was sent out to all
current UMSL faculty, staff and RA members in an email earlier
this spring asking them to suggest notable candidates. It was
also posted in January to the RA website and Facebook. The
committee chair contacted the Faculty Senate and Staff
Association to encourage ROTY nominations and to select a
member of each group to join the ROTY award committee.

The selection committee has received multiple nomination
packets this year, and are appreciative of the interest in this
project. The two individuals, one faculty and one staff will be
selected for this honor and will be recognized at the annual
campus-wide chancellor's award ceremony held during the fall
semester. The faculty and staff awardees will be announced to
the RA board August 2025 and to the campus at the chancellor’s
event.

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the nomination
process. Pictured below are last year's award recipients

AWARDEES 2024

Benard Diggs (now Dr. Dr. Dave Ganz 2024
Diggs) 2024 Staff Awardee Faculty Awardee



Celestine “"Celeste” Brooks, October 18,
2024

Carla Campbell, no information available

Ella Chapman, English Department and
founder of the Certificate in Writing
Program, October 4, 2024

John Clifford, Philosophy, unknown date.

Sandra Crawshaw, International Studies,
February 10, 2025

Vivian Eveloff, Founder, Sue Shear Institute
for Women in Public Life, December 5, 2024

Charlotte “"Diane” Hanes, Fiscal Officer,
Continuing Education, December 11,
2024

Raymond Little, January 9, 2025



Bob McCabe, KWMU/St. Louis Public Radio,
December 13, 2024

Gary Parks, Facilities Services, no other information
available

Charles Roeseler, Captain, UMSL Police
Department

Jerrold “Jerry” Siegel, Professor Emeritus,
Mathematics and Computer Science and
former Associate Vice Chancellor for
Information Technology, November 10,
2024

Mary Ann Sommer, Education, January 28,
2025

Ann Stuart, no information available

Donald Sweeney, Center for Transportation
Studies and College of Business, November
18, 2023

They were our colleagues, our friends, and part of our
UMSL family. Together we remember those who shared
their lives with us.

Otillia "Tilli" Voegtli, College of Business Administration, July
30, 2024



Helpful Links

Link to UM system retiree associations https://
www.umsystem.edu/ums/enagement-outreach/um-

system-retirees-associations

Pension fund performance page https://
www.umsystem.edu/totalrewards/pension-funding-

performance

Leaving a Legacy

Your UMSL Legacy: Giving Smarter

Did you know there are ways to support UMSL
students and programs on campus which may be tax
-advantageous to you? UMSL's Office of Gift Planning
is here to help you determine ways to make an
impact today (such as through Qualified Charitable
Distributions from an IRA) and tomorrow (such as a
Lisa M. Chmiola bequest or beneficiary designation in your estate).

CFRE,
CSPGDirector of To learn more, visit legacygiving.umsl.edu for an
Gift Planning ' gacygiving. .
University array of resources.
Advancement Have specific questions? Our team is happy to have a

confidential conversation with you. Please contact Lisa Chmiola, Director
of Gift Planning at 314-516-6788 or legacygift@umsl.edu.

Staying Connected: HR Updates

Andrea Whelan is the UM HR contact for UMSLRA

Phone: (573) 884-3240. Fax: (573) 882-9603
awhelan@umsystem.edu

Office Location / Mailing Address:
Office of Human Resources

1105 Carrie Francke Drive, Suite 108
Columbia, MO 65211

Web Address: umsl.edu/services/hrs

Office: 573-882-2146 | FAX: 573-882-9603

Update Your Contact Information

UM HR has been working on a way for retirees to update their
email addresses to receive official communications from the
university. We encourage all retirees to log in to myHR to make
sure your contact information is correct. Access myHR
(myhr.umsystem.edu) and log in with your ID and password

If you need assistance logging into mhyHR, contact the helpdesk
(314) 516-6034 Web Site: https://help.umsl.edu

Annual Enrollment for your health benefits occurs every fall.
Retirees will receive detailed information regarding Annual
Enrollment in the mail at their home address the beginning of
October. Please review and update your contact information as
needed in MyHR.

If you have trouble updating your information, please contact
System Benefits at 573-882-2146


mailto:awhelan@umsystem.edu
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http://mizzoudata.imodules.com/redirect.aspx?linkID=11633725&sendId=3618767&eid=1683399&gid=1005
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https://www.umsystem.edu/totalrewards/pension-funding-performance
https://www.umsystem.edu/totalrewards/pension-funding-performance
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UMSL RA |eaders meet regularly with UM system and UMSL
administration regarding retirees’ interests, needs and concerns. UMSL
RA also works with other UM campus retiree associations to collaborate
and support all retirees’ concerns.

Membership is open to UMSL retirees and their spouses/partners or
surviving spouses/partners, and current UMSL employees aged 55+.
Retirees from other universities or colleges and/or spouses/partners

may join as non-voting associate members with board approval.

Join Us!

For more information on retirement, UMSL RA benefits and
enrollment form visit us online

For general information about retirement, see the following

umsystem.edu/totalrewards/retirement

https://www.umsystem.edu/ums/hr/hrservicecenter

UMSL Retirees Association
Officers and Board of Directors 2024-2025

President: Thomas Eyssell
President-elect: Connie Jeffries
Past-President: Melissa Hattman

Secretary: Clark Hickman

Treasurer: Steven Spaner

Board Members:
Sue Baber
Mimi Duncan
David Ganz
Debbie Kettler

Helene Sherman

Cindy Vantine

Lol Barton, ex-officio
David Garin, ex-officio

Kevin Smith, UMSL Liaison

Join us on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/260854917778855
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