
 

 

 

Master of Arts (MA) History 

Program Requirements: 
A minimum of 32 credit hours are required for the degree program.  

• The department offers study in European history, United States history, Latin American history, 

Degree Completion Options: 

• Thesis option: 32 credit hours of which 26 are core courses. 

o Emphasizes depth of knowledge and research competence acquired through writing a substantial 

master’s thesis. 

• Research paper option: 36 credit hours of which 26 are core courses. 

o Emphasizes breadth of historical knowledge acquired through graduate course work and the writing of 

research papers. 

Application Requirements: 
1. Online Graduate Application   

2. Statement of Purpose:  A 1-2 page essay explaining your interest in the program and why you are a strong 

candidate.  

3. Writing Sample 

4. Official transcripts from all universities attended. A Bachelor’s degree is required. 

5. Entrance examinations:   

a. The GRE General Test is not required but may enhance your application.   

b. International Students must document English proficiency by providing scores from an internationally 

accepted standardized examination. See International Admissions for more information. 

6. Minimum GPA of 3.2 on 4.0 scale  

7. Letters of Recommendation: 3 letters of recommendation are required from individuals who can evaluate your 

recent academic performance.  

 

Application Deadlines:  

Fall - March 15 ◊ Spring – October 15 

Late applications may be considered. 
Admission decisions are generally made within two weeks of application deadlines. In the case of late applications, 

admission decisions are generally made within three weeks of a full application submission. 

Application Fees:   
$50 for domestic applicants  

$40 for international applicants   

Graduate Program Director: 
Contact Dr. Deborah Cohen by email at deborah.cohen@umsl.edu or by phone (314) 516-5735 

https://www.umsl.edu/degrees/masters/ma-history.html
https://www.umsl.edu/degrees/masters/ma-criminology-and-criminal-justice.html
https://www.umsl.edu/admissions/applications.html
https://www.umsl.edu/global/admissions/grad.html
mailto:deborah.cohen@umsl.edu

