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Abstract 

To assess the role empathy and self-compassion plays in weakening the relationship between stress and 
moral disengagement in digital entrepreneurs (e.g., YouTube content creators). The overall goal is to prevent 
moral disengagement in digital entrepreneurs. We want to focus on the (positive) traits linked to entrepreneurial 
mindset (e.g., desire for status/need for venture legitimacy) and discuss how these traits may potentially lead to 
increased levels of stress. The notion is that desire for status and need for venture legitimacy in the new content 
creation economy, while positive, in an extreme case, without the use of empathy and self-compassion, may 
degrade into elements of moral disengagement in YouTube content creators. The research contributes to a more 
thorough review of the stresses experienced by YouTube content creators and methods to mitigate and lessen the 
number of counterproductive behaviors that may lead to higher burnout, loss of monetization and stagnated 
channel growth. 
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