Minutes of the Meeting of the
University of Missouri-St. Louis
Faculty Senate 
January 21, 2025
Zoom Meeting

Senate Chair Sanjiv Bhatia called the Faculty Senate meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. He asked for approval of the Senate minutes from the meeting on December 10, 2024. The minutes were approved as written.

Report of the Chairperson (Dr. Sanjiv Bhatia):

· Dr. Bhatia reminded the attendees that the deadline for submitting nominations for the Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence is Mar. 4, 2025. 

· Dr. Bhatia stated that as a co-sponsor, the Faculty Senate invites everyone to attend the Homecoming Chili Feed on Feb. 26 from 11:30 – 1:30. The event continues the tradition of the colleges competing for the best chili and winning the Golden Ladle. 

· Elections for Senate department representatives will begin soon for senators whose terms are expiring this summer. The e-mail ballots have been sent out. 

Report of the Chancellor (Chancellor Kristin Sobolik):
· Chancellor Sobolik showcased the updated website.
· Please send any suggestions for the website to senate@umsl.edu 

· Chancellor Sobolik thanked the Office of Institutional Effectiveness and Compliance for their work on the event for Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January 20. She also commended UMSL students for all their service projects during that week of service.

· Chancellor Sobolik announced that the first cohort for the College of Engineering will start in Fall 2025. 

Faculty Absence During the Semester/Faculty Engagement Policies (Dr. Alice Hall):
The Faculty Senate received a briefing about the two policies.
· Faculty Engagement Policy Expands the concept of faculty engagement with students to cover more than just in-person open office hours – addresses responsiveness to student-initiated contact and the possibility of synchronous online meetings with students.
· Faculty Absence During the Semester gets rid of the outdated form and clarifies that you can’t have someone from outside the university (who hasn’t had a background check) teach your class while you’re absent without someone from the University there. (Other UMSL faculty/staff can fill in as guest speakers)
The senators were asked to disseminate the policies to their constituents and submit any comments to the Senate Office.
Testing Optional (Reggie Hill):
The decision to extend the test-optional policy was approved for an additional year.

Digital Accessibility (Provost Berberich and David Gerstenecker, CIO)
· The Department of Justice (DOJ) published in April 2024 a final rule that requires public schools, community colleges, and public universities to ensure their web content and mobile apps are readily accessible to and usable by people with disabilities.
· Technical standards for institutions’ content must be in place by April 2026 or 2027, depending on their area’s population.
· At the December meeting we asked for volunteers to lead action teams on our campus in the following topic areas:
· Web and Communications
· IT and Procurement
· Academic Course Content 
· Libraries
· Training / Communication
· Communications will begin this semester.  
· Review of materials to identify those that need updating.
· Missouri Online and CTL (if needed) will assist faculty in updating materials.
Curriculum and Instruction Committee Report (Dr. Ho Kim):
· Student Attendance Policy was presented.
· The Senate discussed the document. The Senate voted unanimously in favor of approving the proposed changes. 
The following uncomplicated curriculum proposals were approved by the Faculty Senate:
· Change post-graduate psychiatric-mental health nurse practitioner certificate.
· Change to post-graduate women's health nurse practitioner certificate.
· Change to post-graduate primary care pediatric nurse practitioner certificate.
· Change to post-graduate family nurse practitioner certificate.
· Change to post-graduate adult-geriatric nurse practitioner certificate.
· Change to PhD in criminology and criminal Justice.
The Senate approved all the proposals.

Dr. Bhatia asked if there was any other business. Hearing none, the meeting adjourned at 4:41 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Erika Gibb
Senate/Assembly Secretary

(Minutes written by Allison Belew, Faculty Senate/University Assembly Office)

