Minutes of the Meeting of the
University of Missouri-St. Louis
Faculty Senate
December 10, 2024
MSC – The Chamber
 
Senate Chair Sanjiv Bhatia called the Faculty Senate meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. Dr. Bhatia asked for approval of the Senate minutes from the meeting on November 12, 2024. The minutes were approved as written. 

Report of the Chairperson (Dr. Sanjiv Bhatia): 
· Dr. Bhatia reminded the attendees that grades are due on Dec. 17 by 5:00 p.m.
· Dr. Bhatia reminded the attendees that commencement is Dec. 14
· Dr. Bhatia reminded the attendees that Nominations for Research, Teaching and Service awards are due March 4, 2025
· Dr. Bhatia announced that the Chili Feed is Feb. 26 11:30-1:30
· Start sending recipes by college to Allison.
Report of the Chancellor (Chancellor Kristin Sobolik):
Chancellor Sobolik invited everyone to attend the commencement ceremonies on Dec. 14. Commencement ceremonies will be held on Saturday as follows:
· 9:00 a.m. – College of Business Administration, College of Nursing
· 1:30 p.m. – College of Arts and Sciences
· 6:00 p.m. – College of Education, UMSL/WU Joint Engineering Program and School of Social Work
· Chancellor Sobolik announced the Curators’ Distinguished Professors, which is the highest and most prestigious academic rank in the UM System:
· Cody Ding - Education Sciences
· David Kimball - Professor and Chair of Political Science 
· Xeumin (Sam) Wang - E. Desmond Lee Endowed Professor in Plant Sciences
· Chancellor Sobolik announced that in November 2024, UMSL received an $8M lead gift from the McDonnell Foundation for the school of Engineering operations and Bridge program.
Faculty Qualifications Policy (Dr. Alice Hall)
· Articulates UMSL’s operationalization of new HLC requirements regarding minimum faculty qualifications and their verification. 
· We’ve started asking new, part-time faculty to submit unofficial transcripts, and have a process to put them in their file so we can easily reassure HLC during a site visit. 
· Chairs or hiring managers must fill out a short, one-page form when they hire new faculty and send it to the staff person in their unit in charge of HR files, so they can easily reassure HLC during a site visit.
Committee on Committees Report (Dr. Amber Candela)
Spring Research Panel
· Dr. Candela presented the following nominations as replacements for committee members:
· Spring Research Panel
· John McGrosso is willing to serve as the College of Arts and Sciences replacement for Julia Sakharova for the last year of her term.
The Faculty Senate unanimously approved the nomination.
Intercampus Faculty Cabinet (IFC) Report (Dr. Pamela Stuerke):
Dr. Stuerke reported that the IFC met on Nov. 18 in Columbia and Dec. 8 via Zoom with the following agenda topics:
· IFC met by Zoom on December 8
· Grammarly for Education
· Free elements have an AI capability posing a security and privacy risk. 	Comment by Gibb, Erika: I think it’s the security risk that we should emphasize
· Government relations
· IFC met on November 18 in Columbia
· Syllabus statements about student use of AI
· MU and UMKC
· Digital Accessibility for all Canvas courses
· Effective April 26, 2026, federal legislation requires full digital accessibility for all university websites. This includes all Canvas sites for courses that are being taught. Currently, the UM System considers that this will apply to all courses beginning Summer 2026 and is focusing on courses for Summer 2026 and Fall 2026.
Curriculum and Instruction Committee Report (Dr. Deborah Cohen):
· Dr. Cohen presented the changes to the following curriculum proposals:
· Change to the Child Advocacy Studies Minor 
· Deletion of the Certificate in Workplace and Organizational Science Program
· Deletion of the Communication BA/MA Dual Program
Faculty Senate voted unanimously in favor of the changes to the uncomplicated curriculum proposals.
Dr. Cohen presented the Academic Calendar for the 2026-2027 year.
The Faculty Senate approved the curriculum proposal with the stipulation of the date being corrected from Dec. 13 to Dec. 14 for the Fall 8-Week 2 Session final exam start date.

Dr. Cohen presented the changes to the following curriculum proposals.
· Change to the PhD in Criminology and Criminal Justice
The Faculty Senate approved the curriculum proposal with the stipulation that hours of dissertation be clarified.

Dr. Bhatia asked if there was any other business for the Faculty Senate. Hearing none, Dr. Bhatia adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Erika Gibb
Senate/Assembly Secretary




