Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the
University of Missouri-St. Louis
 University Assembly 
September 23, 2025 – 3:00 p.m. 
MSC – The Chamber

Senate Chair Erika Gibb called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Dr. Gibb welcomed the attendees in the MSC The Chamber. She asked for approval of the minutes from the Assembly meeting on April 29, 2025. The minutes were approved as written.

Report of the Chairperson (Dr. Erika Gibb):
· Dr. Gibb reported that all the Senate committees have elected their chairs and the committees are up and running as we begin a new academic year. She displayed a list of all the newly elected committee chairs.

Report of the Chancellor (Dr. Kristin Sobolik):
· Chancellor Sobolik welcomed 32 new faculty members, including 11 from Arts and Sciences, 3 from Business, 2 from Nursing, 2 from Optometry, 7 from Education, 2 from Engineering, 1 Honors and 4 from Libraries.
· Chancellor Sobolik reported that exemplary faculty were honored with the Curators’ Distinguished Professors: Stephen Moehrle (Accounting), Michael Nichols (Chemistry and Biochemistry) and Lee Ann Slocum (Criminology and Criminal Justice). 
· Chancellor Sobolik encouraged faculty and staff to continue to nominate colleagues for the UMSL Hero Awards.
· Chancellor Sobolik reported on ways that UMSL is investing in staff and faculty such as implementing merit raises and equity adjustments, hosting engagement events and performance management and leadership training.
· This Fall, UMSL welcomed over 1,050 new students from the St. Louis region and Missouri, over 80 new students from over 20 states, and more than 125 new international students from over 15 countries. The following enrollment report was given:
· Undergraduate First-time college (+3.55%)
· Undergraduate Transfer (-2.95%)
· Undergraduate Continuing (-0.58%)
· New Graduate (-2.46%)
· Graduate Continuing (-3.45%)
· Chancellor Sobolik reported that research awards are up over 327% since FY 17. She praised the faculty and staff for their great research work.

Report of the Student Government Association (Ms. Grace Desjardins):
Ms. Desjardins reported the following regarding the Student Government Association (SGA):
· "Aunt Flo Program" passes SGA with unanimous vote
· "The Horse - SGA Alma Mater" passes SGA with unanimous vote
· Working on EB256 "Senator Hours" in the works, to require all Senators to table for a minimum of 2 hours for SGA
· Working on EB257 "Adopt-A-Game" in the works to revive UMSL's Athletics Adopt-A-Game program with student organizations

Athletics Report (Dr. Holly Sheilley):
The Assembly received an Athletics update from the Athletics Director Dr. Holly Sheilley. Some of the Athletics statistics reported were:
· Department GPA 3.45
· 1 Conference Championship
· 187 earned Academic All-GLVC Honors
· 1 Sweet Sixteen Finish

Budget Update (Ms. Tanika Busch):
Ms. Busch, Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration/CFO, provided the following details regarding the budget:
· FY25 Year End Summary: -1.7M Net Operating Margin (unaudited) 
· FY26 Budget 
· Tuition & Fees; Rate Increase +5%; Enrollment Increase +1.4%  Half of the budgeted enrollment increase is related to the new School of Engineering
· State Appropriation Increase:  +3% on core budgeted; updated to +1.5% on core actual
· Growth in Grant & Contract Revenue: +5%
· Compensation – +2% Merit Pool
· FY26 Budgeted Year End net operating margin: -3.8M primary contributor is unusual non-capital (ARPA)
· FY26 Enrollment and Gross Tuition
· Original Budget: 177,528 SCH; Projection (prior to fall census) 172,612 SCH -2.8%
· Original Budget $117.1M: Projection $113.2M -3.3% risk due to student mix
· Transform (ARPA) Plan is on target for budget and timeline.  Transform UMSL will be completed by December 2026. 
There being no other business, Dr. Gibb asked the University Assembly to stick around for a quick photo. She adjourned the University Assembly meeting at 4:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Meriac
Senate/Assembly Secretary


(Minutes written by Allison Belew, Faculty Senate/University Assembly Office)

