Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the
University of Missouri-St. Louis
 University Assembly 
February 18, 2025 – 3:00 p.m. 
Zoom meeting

Senate Chair Sanjiv Bhatia called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. Dr. Bhatia welcomed everyone. He asked for approval of the minutes from the Assembly meeting on Nov. 12, 2024. The minutes were approved as written.

Report of the Chairperson (Dr. Sanjiv Bhatia):
· The Budget and Planning Committee is scheduled to meet on Feb. 27 by Zoom. Those interested in attending can contact the Senate Office for the Zoom link.
· Dr. Bhatia invited everyone to attend the Homecoming Chili Feed on Wednesday, Feb. 26 from 11:30 – 1:30 in the MSC Century Rooms.
· The deadline for submitting nominations for the Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence has been extended to Mar 4, 2025. Dr. Bhatia encouraged everyone to consider submitting a nomination. 
· Dr. Bhatia announced a New Executive Order – Compliance with Law Enforcement Investigations	
· Issued to formalize and disseminate the guidance to deal with instances related to law enforcement (warrants/subpoenas/legal processes)
· Reminder to not interfere, mislead, provide false information, conceal, or deny information, or assist anyone in evading detection by law enforcement.
Report of the Chancellor (Chancellor Kristin Sobolik):
The Chancellor presented the following information.
· Chancellor Sobolik emphasized that campus sustainability and future innovation are top priorities.
· Chancellor Sobolik reminded the attendees that each month, the chancellor’s cabinet presents up to three staff or faculty members with the UMSL Hero Award in recognition of their efforts to transform the lives of UMSL students and the communities in which we serve and encouraged everyone to nominate.
· Chancellor Sobolik asked everyone to join them for the Louie Mascot Logo Announcement on February 27 from 2:00–2:30 PM in the MSC.
Report of the Staff Association (Dr. Britne Bacca-Haupt):
Dr. Bacca-Haupt shared the following upcoming events:
· Drop-In Massages for Staff – March 25
· Staff Networking & Resource Fair – April 9
· Staff Appreciation Week – June 2–6
· Next All-Staff Meeting – Thursday, Feb. 27, at 9:30 AM via Zoom
Report of the Student Government Association (Mr. Alexander Orywall)
· Mr. Orywall reported that the primary concern during the Campus Safe Walk event was insufficient lighting.

Update on Campus Construction Projects (Mr. Blake Sutter):
Mr. Blake Sutter, Facilities Project Manager, updated the University Assembly on the campus construction projects. The renovation projects include the following:
1. Infrastructure / Wayfinding Disruption – starting Feb. 3rd ending March 30th.
· Impact: Sidewalks & wayfinding
2. Shutdown #1 (Note* this is high voltage work and requires power shutdown for crews to work inside manholes). Starting March 22nd ending March 30th 
· Impact: Buildings: SSB, Express Scripts, Lucas Hall, ABH
3. Paths reopened starting March 30th.
4. Shutdown #2 (Note* this is high voltage work and requires power shutdown for crews to work inside manholes). Starting May 19th ending May 30th 
· Impact: Buildings: SSB, Express Scripts, Anheuser Busch, Lucas, Clark, TJ Library, West Garage, JC Penney, MSC Garage, MSC, Performing Arts Center, AAB
Police Update (Chief of Police Marisa Smith)
Chief of Police Marisa Smith provided the following safety recommendations:
· Download the RAVE Guardian app on your phone for added security.
· Walk with others or request a safety escort when needed.
· Keep personal items secure while at work.
· Record serial numbers of valuable personal belongings.
· "See Something, Say Something" – report any suspicious activity.
Bylaws Committee (Emily Brown)
Committee Chair Emily Brown explained that the Bylaws committee has been working on proposed changes to the Operating Rules. The documents were provided to the Faculty Senate prior to the meeting to allow the senators time to review the proposed changes. Dr. Brown presented an overview of the proposed changes shown in red as follows:
· 11.b. The University Assembly Budget and Planning Committee shall consist of the following voting members: the Chancellor, the Senate Chairperson, two non-faculty employees selected by the Staff Association, one eligible faculty member from each of the parallel units, and two students. Non-voting members of the Committee shall consist of the Provost and the Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration.
· At its first meeting each academic year, the Committee shall elect a recording secretary from its faculty members who will maintain minutes of the committee’s deliberations and actions and distribute them to the Assembly.
· 11. f. The University Assembly Committee on Information Technology shall consist of the following voting members: one eligible faculty member from each of the parallel units; one graduate research assistant and three additional student representatives; and two representatives elected by the Staff Association. The executive in charge of Information Technology Services (ITS) shall be a non-voting member. 
· The Committee will be charged with serving as an advisory body to the executive leader(s) for Information Technology Services and to the Assembly Budget and Planning Committee regarding information technology-based priorities and budgeting; routinely and consistently gathering information regarding information technology needs and productivity; developing consistent information technology policies across units and service groups; reviewing information technology applications to improve efficiency and productivity; identifying common information technology needs of units and groups; encouraging the effective communication between UM-St. Louis and the University of Missouri central administration, to make them aware of UM-St. Louis’s unique information technology needs; identifying policies that foster consistent and comprehensive training and professional development opportunities for faculty and staff to encourage innovation and creativity and to improve productivity and service to internal and external constituencies. 
· The Committee will utilize use ad-hoc subcommittees to respond as needed to the Assembly, to ITS, and to the campus community as a whole. (Approved by University Assembly Nov. 2017)
The Senate discussed the changes The Senate voted unanimously in favor of approving the proposed changes. 

Other business:
Dr. Bhatia asked if there was any other business for the University Assembly. Hearing none, 
Dr. Bhatia adjourned the University Assembly meeting at 4:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Erika Gibb
Senate/Assembly Secretary

(Minutes written by Allison Belew, Faculty Senate/University Assembly Office)

