
Economics, MA  

CIP Code 450603  

 Admission Requirements 

An undergraduate major in economics is not required for acceptance into 

the program. Application for admission may be submitted at any time, 

although class work formally begins in late August, mid-January, and mid-

June. Candidates must meet the general admission requirements of the 

Graduate School, submit GRE scores (Advanced Economics optional), and 

submit two letters of recommendation from persons qualified to judge the 

candidate's potential for success in the program. 

The admissions decision is based on the applicant's academic transcript, 

GRE scores, letters of recommendation, and a personal narrative on the 

application form. 

Degree Requirements 

The M.A. in Economics requires 30 credit hours; at least 21 hours must be 

completed in residence. 

Candidates need not have an undergraduate degree in economics. 

However, students are expected to have taken intermediate micro- and 

macro-economics, mathematical economics, and introductory 

econometrics prior to the beginning of the core curriculum. Students that 

do not have these courses will take these courses first; credits earned in 

these courses do not count towards the 30 hours required for the MA. 

Required Core Courses 

The following courses or their equivalents are required for the M.A. in 

Economics. Students with previous education in economics or business 

may waive some of these courses. 



ECON 5001 Microeconomic Analysis 3 

ECON 5002 Macroeconomic Analysis 3 

ECON 5100 Econometric Theory and Methods 3 

Electives 

Candidates must complete at least 21 hours of electives. A maximum of 6 

hours of economics electives may be taken at the 4000 level. With the 

approval of the graduate coordinator, students may take up to 9 hours of 

graduate courses outside the Department of Economics. In particular, 

students interested in business economics may take up to three approved 

graduate business courses for their electives. 

 Sign-offs from other departments affected by this proposal  

None  

 Rationale  

Change the CIP code associated with our MA. A different CIP 

code would more accurately reflect the quantitative nature of our 

program and would allow our international students to be eligible 

for STEM optional practical training extensions of their F-1 visas.  

 

https://nextbulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=ECON%205001
https://nextbulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=ECON%205002
https://nextbulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=ECON%205100

