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Robert J. Bursik, Jr.                                    

Professor, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Missouri-St. Louis 

 

Educational Training 

 

Rutgers University                                      B.A.   1973 Sociology 

University of Chicago                                 M.A.  1975 Sociology 

University of Chicago                                 Ph.D. 1980 Sociology 

 

Positions: 

 

Curators’ Professor, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Missouri-St. Louis.  

    2001 to present 

Professor, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Missouri-St. Louis. 1996 to 

    2001 

Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma. 1993 to 1996 

Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma. 1992 to 1996 

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma. 1986 to 1993 

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma. 1983 to 1986 

Research Scientist III, Institute for Juvenile Research. Illinois Department of Mental Health. 1978 to 1983      

 

Honors: 

 

President, American Society of Criminology, 2007 to 2008. 

Herbert Bloch Award, American Society of Criminology, 2005 

Curators’ Professorship, University of Missouri system, 2001 

Fellow, American Society of Criminology, 1998 

Editor, Criminology, 1997 to 2003 

Vice-President, American Society of Criminology, 1996 to 1997 

Professor of the Year, Oklahoma Student’s Association, 1992 

John Baldwin Award for Excellence in Teaching, 1991 

Distinguished Lectureship Award, University of Oklahoma, 1984, 1985, 1986 

 

External Funding: 

 

Principal Investigator. Violent Crime Trends in Appalaachian Counties, 1977-1996. National Institute 

   of Justice. 2005-IJ-CX-0011. $35,000. July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006. 

 

Internal Funding: 

 

Principal Course Developer: Proposal for University of Missouri eLearning On-Line Course Development 

  Funds: CCJ 1100: Introduction to Criminology and Criminal Justice. May, 2010 – May, 2011.  $5,000. 
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Representative Publications Since 1993: 

 

DiPietro, Stephanie M., and Robert J. Bursik, Jr. (forthcoming) Studies of the New Immigration: The  

 Dangers of Pan-Ethnic Classifications. Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 

 Sciences 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2009. The Dead Sea Scrolls and Criminological Knowledge: 2008 Presidential 

 Address to the American Society of Criminology. Criminology 47: 5-16. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2007.  Social Influence in the Lab.  Pp. 113-119, in Experiments in Criminology and 

 Law: A Research Revolution, edited by Christine Horne and Michael J. Lovaglia. New York: 

 Rowan and Littlefield.. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2006. Rethinking the Chicago School of Criminology in a New Era of Immigration, 

 in Beyond Black and White: Violence: Immigrants, Ethnicity, and Race, edited by Ramiro 

 Martinez. New York: New York University Press. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2004. “Social Disorganization and Violence, in Violence: From Theory to Research,  

edited by Henry Brownstein, Marjorie Zahn, & Shelley Jackson.  Columbus: Anderson  

Publishing Co. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2001. "The Unfolding of Criminal Events Within Neighborhood Contexts." In  

Robert Meier (ed.) The Process and Structure of Crime: Criminal Events and Crime Analysis.  

New Brunswick: Transaction. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2001. “The Systemic Model of Gang Behavior: A Reconsideration.” In 

 C. Ronald Huff (ed.) Gangs in America. 3
rd

 Edition. Sage. 

 

La Free, Gary, Robert J. Bursik, Jr., James F. Short, Jr., and Ralph B. Taylor. 2000. “The Changing 

 Nature of Crime in America.” In Gary La Free, Gary, Robert J. Bursik, Jr., James F. Short, Jr.,  

and Ralph B. Taylor (eds.) The Nature of Crime: Continuity and Change. Criminal Justice 

2000. Volume 1. Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 2000. "The Systemic Theory of Neighborhood Crime Rates." In Sally S. Simpson 

  (ed.), New Advances in Criminological Theory.  Los Angeles: Pine Forge Press. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 1999. "The Informal Control of Crime Through Neighborhood Networks." 

 Sociological Focus 32: 85-97. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 1999. "Community." In Susan O. White (ed.) Handbook of Law and Social Science: 

 Youth and Justice. New York: Plenum. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 1999. "Property Crime." In Joseph F. Sheley (ed.), Criminology. Third Edition. 

 Belmont: Wadsworth. 

 

Arneklev, Bruce J., Harold G. Grasmick and Robert J. Bursik, Jr. 1999. "Evaluating the Dimensionality 

  and Invariance of 'Low Self-Control.'"  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 15: 307-331. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. 1999. “The Informal Control of Crime Through Neighborhood Networks.”  

 Sociological Focus 32: 85-97. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr., and Harold G. Grasmick. 1996. "Neighborhood-Based Networks and the Control of 

 Crime and Delinquency." In Hugh Barlow (ed.), Criminological Theory and Public Policy. 

 Boulder: Westview Press 
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Bursik, Robert J., Jr., and Harold G. Grasmick.  1995. "The Use of Contextual Analysis in Models of 

 Criminal Behavior." In J. David Hawkins (ed.), Delinquency and Crime: Current Theories.  New 

 York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr., and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. Neighborhoods and  Crime. New York: Lexington 

  

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. "Methods of Studying Community Change in the 

  Rate and Pattern of Crime."  In David P. Farrington, Robert J. Sampson, and Per-Olof H.  

Wikstrom (eds.) Integrating Individual and Ecological Aspects of Crime. Stockholm: National  

Council  for Crime Prevention. 

 

Arneklev, Bruce J., Harold G. Grasmick, Charles R. Tittle, and Robert J. Bursik, Jr. 1993. "Low Self-

 Control and Imprudent Behavior." Journal of Quantitative Criminology 9: 225-226. 

 

Grasmick, Harold G., Brenda Sims Blackwell, and Robert J. Bursik, Jr. 1993. “Changes in the Sex 

 Patterning of Perceived Threats of Sanctions." Law and  Society Review 26:679-705. 

 

Grasmick, Harold G., Brenda L. Blackwell, Robert J. Bursik, Jr., and Suzanne D. Mitchell. 1993. 

 "Perceived Threats of Shame, Embarrassment and Legal  Sanctions for Interpersonal Violence, 

 1982-1992.” Violence and Victims 8: 313-326. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr., and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. "The Use of Multiple Indicators to Estimate Crime 

 Trends in American Cities." Journal of Criminal Justice 21: 509-516. 

 

Grasmick, Harold G., John Cochran, Robert J. Bursik, Jr., and M'Lou Kimpel. 1993. "Religion, Punitive 

 Justice, and Support for the Death Penalty." Justice Quarterly 10: 289-314 

 

Grasmick, Harold G., Charles Tittle, Robert J. Bursik, Jr., and Bruce Arneklev. 1993. "Testing the Core 

 Empirical Implications of Gottfredson and Hirschi's  General Theory of Crime." Journal of 

 Research in Crime and Delinquency 30: 5-29. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr. and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. "Economic Deprivation and Neighborhood Crime 

 Rates, 1960-1980." Law and Society Review 27: 263-283. 

 

Grasmick, Harold G., Robert J. Bursik, Jr., and Bruce J. Arneklev. 1993. “Reduction in Drunk Driving as  

A Response to Increased Threats of Shame, Embarrassment, and Legal Sanctions." Criminology  

31: 41-67. 

 

Grasmick, Harold G., Elizabeth Davenport, Mitchell B. Chamlin, and Robert J. Bursik, Jr. 1992.  

"Protestant Fundamentalism and the Retributivist Doctrine of Punishment.” Criminology: 21-45. 

 

Bursik, Robert J., Jr., and Harold G. Grasmick. 1992. "Longitudinal Neighborhood Profiles in Crime: The 

 Decomposition of Change." Journal of Quantitative Criminology 8: 247-263. 

 

 


