Syllabus
Law of International Business Transactions
IB 3280/ Fin 3583
 
Fall, 2025

Instructor: Michael J. Costello, B.A., J.D., LLM.
Office: 228- Anheuser Busch Hall

Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm or by appointment
To schedule an appointment send me an email [costellom@umsystem.edu ] letting me know your preferred availability and whether an office or on-line meeting is preferred. I will endeavor to meet at a mutually convenient time, date and mode.

Class Sessions:  Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 -10:45 am

Classroom: Anheuser Busch Hall - 005

Course: A lecture and discussion course on the subject of the law pertaining to transacting business internationally. 

Course Objectives:
1. To introduce students to general principles relevant to transacting international business, such as concept of sovereignty.
2. Explore tools for successfully engaging in business transactions involving more than one country.
3. Increase global awareness of students preparing for business careers.
4. Prepare student to recognize and deal with ethical challenges of operating in a global environment.
5. Encourage students to confidently and capably prepare and present executive level materials.

Textbook:  
Required:  International Business Law and its Environment, Eleventh [11th] Edition, by Schaffer, Agusti, Dhooge and Earle, published by Cengage Publishing.  The textbook is an e-book that is accessed from the course website.   The cost of the textbook has been added to your course fees.  An e-book reduces the cost of the textbook with the UM system’s participation in the auto-access program.   See instructions for accessing a Cengage textbook in the Home page.

Packback 

is an artificial intelligence moderated discussion tool.  Packback automatically assists you in developing questions that demonstrate critical thinking and clear and concise writing which employers tell us are important for your success.  Packback will automatically assign ‘curiosity’ scores to your question and responses which comprise twenty [20%] percent of your course grade.  

To earn points you must submit a thoughtful question about the materials for that week by midnight on Sunday and post a thoughtful response to a question by midnight on Monday.

This tool is automatically added to your student account.  Instructions for accessing it can be found in the Canvas course site,

The Packback critical question and response tool is designed to foster discussion about the materials covered in the lectures and chapter readings and their relevance to your career and life. 

Packback uses algorithms to moderate your writing to encourage development of critical writing and thinking skills.  The algorithms also check for plagiarism, use of on-line writing tools [such as ChatGPT] and inappropriate language inconsistent with UMSL student conduct guidelines. 

Points are earned by writing thoughtful and engaging questions with a minimum curiosity score of 60 and responses to your classmates’ posts. Packback will guide you in developing critical questions and responses to earn points.


The lectures and textbook chapter readings are the basis for creating Packback question and responses.  You are to create and post to Packback a ‘curiosity’ question drawn from the chapters assigned for the upcoming week by midnight on Sunday and a responsive discussion of a question posted by another student by midnight on Monday.  This occurs prior to the chapters being discussed in class.

Your questions will inform me of the topics of interest to you so that I can adapt my lectures to include materials relevant to current events, your life, work, and careers.

Other Recommended Materials: 

       Recommended: The Economist magazine
	        
	       Supplemental Materials: will be posted in course website for student review and comment.

Grades:  Student grades will be based on total points accumulated in the course to the goal of 1000 points.  Note that the course has more than one thousand possible points.  A student with steady, diligent effort can earn a desired grade without taking the optional Final Exam.  Instructor generally gives + and – grades in the course.  

			Activity:					Points:
Attendance [50] and Participation [50]				100 
In Class Assignments							200
Packback								200
Case Powerpoint Presentation	s [100x2]				200
Case One Page Written Summary [100x2]				200
Treaty/Current Trade Issue Powerpoint Presentation	[100x2]	200
 Treaty One Page Written Summary [100x2]				200
Mid-term Exam							100
Optional Final Exam							100*
Total								          1400

Grading Scale:
The grading scale in this course is as follows. Notice that there are 1,400+ points available in the course, but you can earn an A with 1,000 points or greater.

The instructor has designed the course to accommodate different learning preferences with a mix of e-readings and quizzes, lectures, assignments, course projects and exams.

	Grade
	Points

	A
	1000–925

	A–
	924–900

	B+
	899–875

	B
	874-825

	B–
	824-800

	C+
	799-785

	C
	784-725

	C–
	724-700

	D+
	699–685

	D
	684–625

	D-
	624-601

	F
	600-0



Activities:

	Attendance:  Attendance will be maintained on an honor system by each student’s completion of a student attendance and participation card which is to be completed and returned to the instructor at the end of each class session.  Inaccurate or untruthful completion of the attendance and participation card is a violation of the UMSL Student Conduct Policy.

	Participation: Using an honor system, each student will mark her attendance and participation card each time the student actively participates in class when responding to an instructor query, asking a question or sharing an idea relevant to the discussion materials with the class by marking an “X” on the attendance and participation card for each question asked, answered or sharing of an idea in that class session..

	Student Case Summaries and Presentations: Each student will propose and inform the instructor by email [costellom@umsystem.edu] of three [3] proposed cases from three different chapters of the textbook.  Explore the chapter titles and section headings for topics which interest you.  Then search for and select a case relevant to that topic.  Students may choose cases from any chapter of the textbook, including those referenced in footnotes.  See the case on Page 14-15 for an example of a court decision. See Table of Cases listed in beginning of textbook. 
The instructor will inform the student of the two [2] cases that the student will research and present.  The schedule of case presentations will be posted to the course Module after all of the students have been assigned cases.
The instructor will assign cases on a first come/first assigned basis with a goal of having students present materials from as many chapters as feasible.  The instructor will limit the number of cases from each chapter.
The student will then use an on-line search engine, such as google, or the university library on-line system to find the full text of the court decision to prepare a one [1] page typewritten executive summary of the case and a seven [7] slide powerpoint presentation of the case.

a. The one [1] page executive summary will provide: 
1. the name of the case, date of the final decision, and the court delivering the final decision, 
2. a brief summary of the key facts, 
3. the question before the court for which the case is cited in the textbook, 
4. how the court answers the question, 
5. the final decision of the court if different from the answer to the question for which the case is in the book [ cases often have multiple issues and a different issue may be the reason the court rules in a case], and 
6. the student’s opinion of whether the decision by the court is correct and why [See: comment about what your opinion means.] (Your opinion is not saying you agree/disagree with the court’s decision.  You must provide your reason for your opinion about the case.)

Adherence to the one [1] page limit is a required element of the exercise in encouraging concise and succinct business writing.  Failure to adhere to the one [1] typewritten page limit with incur a ten [10%] penalty.

The student’s executive summary together with a printed out copy of the entire court decision will be submitted to the instructor by at least the class session prior to the date for the student’s case presentation.

The purpose of submitting the one page executive summary is to allow the instructor to review and suggest changes, if appropriate, prior to your finalizing and presenting in class your Powerpoint Case Presentation.

b. The seven [7]] slide powerpoint presentation will provide:
1. An introduction of the student by at least your full name and a “30 second elevator connection” - How would you make a connection with a CEO of global business for whom you want to work?] 
You are required to pick a company and provide the class with the name of the company, name of CEO, and position you desire.  
The first slide should consist of the logo of the company and a picture of the CEO.  The goal is to connect, generate mutual interest and create an opportunity to follow up.  Remember to ask for a follow-up or how to connect for a further discussion. This is not an ‘introduction of you’ your question should be concise and succinct.  The question should be a topic that elicits an interested response that provides an opportunity to be able to ask for a follow up with the CEO or one of their reports for more information.
2. the items listed above for the executive summary.
3. The student will be prepared to answer questions from the instructor and the class on the topic of the case.
4. The powerpoint presentation is to be well designed using bullet points and visual aids to convey briefly and clearly the information which will help the class remember the key points.  [It is not a copy of the executive summary.]

The student is to post the Case Presentation together with an operable link to the full text of the court decision to the Course Discussion Board prior to the beginning of the class session in which the student will present the case.  Posting to the course discussion board and testing the Powerpoint file and the link to the full text of the court decision prior to class is an element of being properly prepared to give an executive presentation.

On a date to be scheduled by the instructor, the student will present to the class the case powerpoint presentation.  

The student is expected to be the class expert on the topic of the case selected by the student.

	Student Treaty/International Trade Issue Summaries and Presentations:  Each student will propose and inform the instructor by email [costellom@umsystem.edu] of three [3] proposed treaties/International Trade Issues [IT] from three different chapters of the textbook.  Explore the chapter titles and section headings for topics which interest you.  Then search for and select a treaty/ITI relevant to that topic. Students may choose treaties/ITI from any chapter of the textbook, including those referenced in footnotes. A Current ITI may be from an article in the Wall Street Journal, The Economist or a similar business edition journal with instructor permission.]  discussed in the textbook and follow a similar approach by preparing a one [1] page executive summary and power point presentation of the treaty.  See table of treaties listed in front of textbook.

The instructor will inform the student of the two [2] treaties/ITIs that the student will research and present.  The schedule of treaty/ITI presentations will be posted to the course Module after all of the students have been assigned treaties/ITI.

The instructor will assign treaties/ITI on a first come/first assigned basis with a goal of having students present materials from as many chapters as feasible.  The instructor will limit the number of treaties/ITI from each chapter.



a. The one [1] page executive summary will provide:
1.  The name of the treaty [or ITI policy or law], date it came into force and whether the US has ratified the treaty;
2. A brief summary of the goal/ITIs and purposes of the treaty [ITI policy or law];
3. whether the treaty [ITI policy or law] is broadly adhered to by most major trading countries or only limitedly adopted;
4. Whether the treaty [ITI policy or law], if ratified by the US is self-executing; and
5. The student’s opinion of whether the treaty [ITI policy or law] is the best approach to achieving the goals and purposes of the treaty and why. [See comment about what your opinion means.]

The student’s executive summary together with a printed out copy of the entire treaty/ITI will be submitted to the instructor by at least the class session prior to the date for the student’s case presentation.

The purpose of submitting the one page executive summary is to allow the instructor to review and suggest changes, if appropriate, prior to your finalizing and presenting in class your Powerpoint Treaty/ITI Presentation.


The seven [7] slide powerpoint presentation will provide:
1. An introduction of the student by at least your full name and a “30 second elevator connection” - How would you make a connection with a CEO of global business for whom you want to work?] 
You are required to pick a company and provide the class with the name of the company, name of CEO, and position you desire.  
The first slide should consist of the logo of the company and a picture of the CEO.  The goal is to connect, generate mutual interest and create an opportunity to follow up.  Remember to ask for a follow-up or how to connect for a further discussion. This is not an ‘introduction of you’ your question should be concise and succinct.  The question should be a topic that elicits an interested response that provides an opportunity to be able to ask for a follow up with the CEO or one of their reports for more information.

2. The items set forth in the executive summary in bullet format with visual aids designed to convey to the audience the key information briefly and succinctly. [It is not a copy of the executive summary.]
3. The student is expected to be prepared to answer questions about the treaty from the instructor and the class. 

The student is to post the Treaty/ITI Presentation together with an operable link to the full text of the court decision to the Course Discussion Board prior to the beginning of the class session in which the student will present the case.  Posting to the course discussion board and testing the Powerpoint file and the link to the full text of the court decision prior to class is an element of being properly prepared to give an executive presentation.

On a date to be scheduled by the instructor, the student will present to the class her treaty [ITI] powerpoint presentation.  

The student is expected to be the class expert on the treaty [ITI] selected by the student.

Timeliness, Adherence to Instructions and Proper English Language:  A regular graded component of any written assignment is:
1. All assignments for submission shall be typewritten in 12 point type and shall contain the first and last name of the student and course number in the upper left corner of the submission.  Failure to do so will result in a ten [10%] percent deduction.
2. Correct English usage, grammar, spelling and punctuation is required for each submission. 
3. All submissions should be typed on clean, white paper and properly stapled with the article, case, treaty/ITI attached as required by the assignment.
4. Strict adherence to instructor limitations on length is expected.
5. Tardy submissions are subject to a ten [10%] percent tardy submission penalty.

Your Opinion: The case and treaty [ITI] require you to give an ‘opinion’ about the issue and resolution achieved by the case/treaty/ITI.  To give an ‘opinion’ requires thoughtful input from you about whether this was the right/optimum/poor solution, for example how could it have been better/is weak or wrong, not a mere parroting of the court/treaty.

Chapter Readings and Assignments: The Chapter Readings are to be covered in the class session or lecture materials prior class session.  It will be necessary to keep up with the reading materials in order to succeed with Packback.  The Chapter Readings, Assignments and Lectures should be the basis of your questions in Packback.

	The assignments scheduled to be completed the night before the class session in which the material will be discussed.  The assignment is to be submitted at the end of the class for grading,

	
Exams: There will be two exams.  
a. Mid-Term: The mid-term exam will cover the materials covered up to the date of the mid-term exam.  
b. Optional Final Exam: The final exam is optional.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  The course provides enough points for a student to earn a desired grade without taking the final exam.  For the optional final exam to improve your course grade you must achieve a seventy [70%] percent or better score on the final exam [70/100].  Not taking the optional final exam will not affect your course grade which is based on the points accumulated to 1000 points.
c. The exams will consist of principally short answer questions designed to test the student’s memory of key materials and application of the materials to problems.

Guest Lectures: From time to time, the instructor will invite individuals from the international business community to give guest lectures.  The guest lectures may cause us to not adhere to the posted Reading Schedule and adjustments will be announced.  Students should review the web information about the company and bio of the guest and be prepared to ask informed questions as though one were interested in a position with the company. [Remember we are always being interviewed and our appearance, behavior and engagement may create the opportunity for which you are enrolled in college.]

Extra Credit Opportunities: Participation in campus life is a part of the academic experience of a university and a networking opportunity.  Periodically the instructor will offer students an opportunity to participate in a campus event for extra credit.  Each student desiring extra credit will be required to attend the selected event and to write and submit by hard copy to the instructor a not to exceed one [1] page typewritten paper about what they learned by participating in the event.  

All extra credit papers are required to be submitted within ten [10] days following the event for full credit.  Assignments and extra credit may be submitted prior to the last day of class to be entitled to credit, subject to a tardy submission penalty.  Extra credit does not count towards course participation.  

Extra Credit Opportunities include COBA Student Professional Development Program Events.  You are encouraged to participate in at least two [2] of the programs during the semester. You can find programs at Triton Connect: https://tritonconnect.umsl.edu/  Log on and click on Events tab. Under Event tags: select “COBA Pro Devo”.  Be sure to register and check in for the event as I will receive confirmation of your attendance. 

All extra credit points will be included in the Canvas Course Gradebook but will only be supplemental to your grade not in setting the minimum number of points necessary for grades in the course.


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university. In all cases of academic dishonesty, for example cheating, plagiarism, or sabotage [including discourteous comments that damage the discourse], the instructor shall make an academic judgment about the student's grade on the work involved. 
INTEGRITY is accurately and honestly completing assignments, extra credit, the attendance and participation card as well as other exercises.
PLAGIARISM is the act passing off the ideas or words of another [such as by cutting and pasting or using work prepared by someone else] as one's own. In a student paper you may need to use a quotation from the court or another author, any such use should be very limited, be in quotation marks and be followed by a citation.
QUOTATIONS: When quoting the work of someone else, you are required to give credit to the creator of the work by providing the instructor with a citation to the original work.
CITATION: is an easy to find link to the original work [such as the name of the author, source of the material and a weblink to the original work].
COURTESY: is the ability to comment in a respectful manner on the substantive issue that encourages academic discourse rather than attacks or demeans the author.
Since this judgment is often a grade of zero, it may result in a failing grade for the assignment and a low or failing grade in the course. 
The complete Campus policy on academic dishonesty may be found under “Student Conduct Code” in the Student Planner or at http://www.umsl.edu/studentlife/dsa/student_planner/policies/conductcode.htm





	
