IB-3280/Fin 3583
Law of International Commercial Transactions

Fall, 2025

READING & ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Case & Treaty Powerpoint Presentations by Students:

Each student will deliver in class Powerpoint presentations of a case and treaty.  The goal is for students to practice business communication skills. The one page analysis is intended to encourage concise and succinct business writing and the Powerpoint presentation to practice delivering the information in a visually and orally clear manner.

ASAP but not later than: 5:00pm on Wednesday, September 3rd  each student is to submit by email: 
(1) three [3] proposed cases, and 
(2) three [3] proposed treaties/International Trade Issue [ITI with prior Instructor approval- See Syllabus for details] from different chapters of the textbook which the student would be interested in researching and reporting about.  
The instructor will select two [2[ of each for each student to prepare and present.  Assignment by instructor will be done a first come, first serve basis.  
The instructor’s goal will be to cover materials from as many chapters as possible and will therefore limit the number of cases/treaties/ITI which may be selected from each chapter.

Weekly Packback Student Discussion:

Packback is an AI guided discussion tool that grades your question and answer based on ‘curiosity’ [is the question encouraging a thoughtful discussion of the topic] and proper English sentence structure, grammar and spelling. 

Each week [beginning on Sunday, August 31], each student will post a question about a topic of interest to you from the Chapter readings or materials to be covered by instructor that week.  Each Monday, each student will post a comment or response to one of the questions posted the preceding Sunday.  The goal is to enable the instructor to learn what is of interest or not clear to students that the instructor may address in class.

If student questions do not demonstrate student engagement with the chapter readings and materials.  The instructor may add in class quizzes of the materials.


WEEK ONE: 

Tuesday, August 26:	Course Orientation [bring Syllabus and Reading Schedule to Class]

Thursday, August 28:	Read Chapter 1 – Introduction to International Business 

	Prior to Class: Find a recent newspaper article or magazine article about a company using one of the methods of doing international business – prepare a one [1] typewritten paragraph  describing the method used and one benefit and one risk of this form of international business. Bring to class with article stapled to your report to discuss in class and submit for grading   [10 points]

	Students with a last name beginning find an article about:

	A-G– example of direct export
                                                    H-L – example of Licensing
	M-O – example of Foreign Direct Investment
	P-Z – example of Franchising


WEEK TWO: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a classmate’s posted question


Tuesday, September 2nd:	Guest Lecture by John Clark CEO of Masterclock
	
	Assignment review:
 Masterclock website: https://www.masterclock.com/
		And
                   John Clark bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-clark-69472513/
		And
Write three [3] typewritten questions you would ask John Clark if you were seeking a position with his company, bring to class and submit for grading.  [10 points] Extra [5] points if you ask one of your questions in class. 

Wednesday, September 3rd: not later than midnight each student is to submit by email to instructor [costellom@umsystem.edu – not via Canvas mail]: 

(1) three [3] proposed cases, and 

(2) three [3] proposed treaties [or with prior approval of Instructor propose an international trade issue together with the article about the issue proposed by student (See Syllabus for more details)] from different chapters of the textbook which the student would be interested in researching and reporting about.  


The instructor will select two [2] for each student to prepare and present. Each case and treaty/ITI will be separately graded.

 Assignment by instructor will be done a first come, first serve basis.  

The instructor’s goal will be to cover materials from as many chapters as possible and will therefore limit the number of cases/treaties, which may be selected from each chapter.

In your email to instructor [costellom@umsystem.edu] provide:
1. your name
2. course number [IB-3280]
3. list of three [3] cases in descending order of preference
4. list of three [3] treaties in descending order of preference
note the cases and treaties should be from different chapters

	

Thursday, September 4th:	 Lecture on International Law

Read Chapter 2 – International Law and the World’s Legal Systems 


WEEK THREE: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question



Tuesday, September 9th:	Watch video before class: Thomas Friedman 
Discussion about China:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqBa0hBAQBA
	[it has ads that you can skip through shortening the total time]

	and
Prepare a typewritten paragraph of the most important message in video for your career and bring to class to discuss and submit for grading
[10 points]


	
Thursday, September 11th:	Lecture on Civil – Common Law Divide  
	
WEEK FOUR: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question



Tuesday, September 16th:	Prior to Class:
	Visit the website of Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index for 2024 
Prepare:
(1) a one [1] paragraph summary of what does it measure and what does it mean for doing business internationally
and list in descending order:
a. the five [5] highest ranked countries, 
b.  the five lowest ranked countries,
c.  At what number in the list does the United States appear 
in its 2024 Perception of Corruption, 
	(2) find an article about one [1] of the five highest or lowest ranked countries and the ethical compliance requirements/challenges, respectively, of operating in that country, 
	(3) write a one [1] typewritten paragraph about what you read and how you would deal with a compliance/challenge in that country, bring to class to discuss and submit for grading [10 points]

	Read: Chapter 16 – International Marketing Law 
		Focus on pages: 513-525 on FCPA 
		
	Lecture on FCPA


Thursday, September 18th:   Lecture – Negotiating a Foreign Joint Venture


	
WEEK FIVE: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question


Tuesday, September 23rd: 	Read Chapter 6 – The Carriage of Goods and The Liability of Air and Sea Carriers 


Thursday, September 25th:	Read: Chapter 5 - The Documentary Sale and Terms of Trade 

Lecture on INCO Terms		

	
WEEK SIX: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question

Tuesday, September 30th:	Read Chapter 7 – Bank Collections, Trade Finance and Letters of Credit
		
Prior to Class: 

(1). Print Out, review and bring to class: Letter of Credit diagram [posted in course module]


	(2). Letter of Credit exercise – Air Nigeria – read the fact scenario, select the best answer and your reason for your answer bring to class to discuss and submit for grading [ fact scenario posted in course module] [ten points]

	Lecture on Financing International Trade

	
Thursday, October 2nd:    	Mike Kelley – Guest Lecture – exercise – to be materials posted in Assignments

WEEK SEVEN: 			 *** Instructor out of town***

By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question

Tuesday, October 7th:		No in person class
Thursday, October 9th:		No in person class

In Lieu of class:
	Read: Chapter 8 -National Law Making Powers & Regulation of Trade

   & 
Chapter  13 – Export Controls and Sanctions 

Watch Video Lectures on Export Controls Posted In Module and answer questions about the videos via on-line answer tool

WEEK EIGHT: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question


Tuesday, October 14th:		Read: Hunt v. BP Exploration Co [Libya] Ltd. 
[materials posted in course module]	



 

Thursday, October 16th:	Read Chapter 4 – Sales Contracts and Excuses for Non-performance and complete Chapter Review


Lecture: United Nations Convention on the International Sale of Goods [UNCISG]
	
WEEK NINE: 


Tuesday, October 21st:	Mid-Term Exam




Thursday, October 23rd:  	Print out, read and bring to class materials for Tucker Graphics – Nihon Ichiban mock arbitration

Organize and prepare for the mock arbitration session to take place in class   

WEEK TEN: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question

Tuesday, October 28th:	Mock Arbitration Exercise – students to present their case to the panel of arbitrators. 

Winning team earns 25 points/ losing team 0 points


Thursday, October 30th:	Read – Chapter 3 – International Dispute Resolution 

Lecture on International Dispute Resolution



WEEK ELEVEN: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question


Tuesday, November 4th:	Read Chapter 8 – National Law-Making Powers & Regulation of Trade 
	Based on reasoning in the Star-Kist Foods, Inc v US case in Chapter 8, 

does President Trump have the power to impose unlimited tariff on goods from every country under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977?
 Yes _____
No______
Your one [1] paragraph typewritten reason for your answer:
Bring a print out of your answer to class to discuss and submit for grading.


	Lecture on US Regulation of Trade


Thursday, November 6th:	

Prior to Class:  Read about Big Mac Index [posted in Module]

and 
find an article about inflation/interest rates and write a one typewritten paragraph summary of key point of article, bring to class to discuss, and submit for grading [10 points]:

	Students with a last name beginning with:
	A-F  – in EU
                                                    G-L – in China
	M-R – in Israel
	S-X –  in Argentina

Lecture on US Sanctions and the role of the US Dollar as the global reserve currency

	
WEEK TWELVE: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question


Tuesday, November 11th:	Read:  Chapter 9 – GATT Law and WTO:						Basic Principles [See Appendices B, C, D, E and						F in Textbook] 

					Lecture on World Trade Organization [WTO]

Thursday, November 13th:	Read: Chapter 17 – Licensing Agreements and 						Protection of Intellectual Property Rights
					[See: Appendix E in textbook]

					Lecture on Intellectual Property 
					

WEEK THIRTEEN: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question


Tuesday, November 18th:	Lecture on Regulation of Internet and Social Media [GDPR and Digital Services Act]


Thursday, November 20th:	Read Chapter 12 -  Imports, Customs and
					 Tariff Law 
	
	Lecture on Tariff Engineering with Lance Frutiger

	Assignment review:
 	Caleres website: https://www.caleres.com/about
		And
                   Lance Frutiger bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/lancefrutiger//
		And
Write three [3] typewritten questions you would ask Lance Frutiger if you were seeking a position with his company, bring to class and submit for grading.  [10 points] Extra [5] points if you ask one of your questions in class. 


WEEK FOURTEEN: 	Thanksgiving Break – Enjoy!

Tuesday, November 25th:	No class

Thursday, November 27th:	No class


WEEK FIFTEEN: By midnight on Sunday - post a question about lecture or chapter materials to Packback and by midnight on Monday - discuss a posted question

Tuesday, December 2nd:	Read Chapter 18	Legal Environment of Direct Investment 

					Lecture on CFIUS


Thursday, December 4th: 	The European Union and 
Other Regional Trade Areas 

Read Chapter 15 – European Union

Prior to Class:  Find a recent article from a newspaper or magazine about and write a one typewritten paragraph summary of key point of article, bring to class to discuss, and submit for grading [10 points]:

	Students with a last name beginning with:
	A-F  – UK after Brexit from EU 
                                                    G-L – Comprehensive & Progressive Trade Agreement for Trans Pacific Partnership
	M-R – US, Canada and Mexico USMCA
	S-X – China –Belt and Roads initiative



WEEK SIXTEEN:

Tuesday, December 9th: 	Lecture on International Risk Management by: John Vitale

	Assignment review:
 Lockton website: https://global.lockton.com/us/en
		And
                   John Vitale bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-vitale-13a78799/
		And
Write three [3] typewritten questions you would ask John Vitale if you were seeking a position with his company, bring to class and submit for grading.  [10 points] Extra [5] points if you ask one of your questions in class. 




Thursday, December 11th:	Find a recent article from a newspaper or magazine about  corporate income taxation rate in the country below and write a one [1] typewritten paragraph summarizing the key point of article, bring to class to discuss and submit for grading.  Attach the article to your summary.

Students with a last name beginning with:
    A-G– example of Germany
     H-L – example of Ireland
    M-O – example of US
    P-Z – example of Japan

	Lecture on Taxation


	

Optional Final Exam:  	To Be Complete By midnight Wednesday, December 17th

	


