Points to discuss: Planning the Project

March 01, 2005

1. Planning the Project (from Ritchie)

a. Given what Ritchie talks about, think about your project and what you want out of it. How do you envision at this point going about starting it? Discuss:

b. Where you will begin.

c. Your goals

d. How many people to interview.

2. How to structure the interview.

3. Discuss the equipment you plan to use for your intended project. Include not only the tape or digital recording equipment, but also the documentation.

a. Think about specific legal concerns that might arise. Think about how the legal concerns, your own objectives, and the objectives of the historical profession might all collide in an ethical/legal confrontation. Project all of this and think about how you might resolve any potential problem.

4. This is salient because the project just might either disinter some underlying deeply felt issues, or else make people begin to think about ones they had not thought of before. Try to anticipate these prior to your project.

5. Are there any points within the OHS Principles and Standards that you find either confusing or problematic. Think in terms of your project.

6. Have a look at the Oral History Research and Procedures that I have summarized. I know this all looks commonsensical. But envision going through one of your interviews, perhaps with someone you already have picked out, and go through all of these procedures in your head. Does any of it help? Do you sense any potential problem?

7. Look at the forms at the bottom of the web page. Create forms of your own based on these. As you retype the forms, think about what they are asking and see whether you would add or delete elements. Be sure to notice the Restrictions on the Deed of Gift form. Be able to explain why this particular section is perhaps the most important of all.

