1. Points to discuss: Theoretical material on social history and memory; and Methodology and approaches

2. February 22, 2005

3. Theoretical material: Social history and memory (continued from 2/16)
1. Portelli discusses the three intrinsic traits of oral history: Being artificial, variable, and partial. Why is this understanding necessary in approaching fieldwork?

2. Who does the telling in an oral history? What are the ethical implications of this?

3. What is Schrager’s take on what an oral historian does, in terms of historical documentation? How might this be helpful to you?

4. What’s the relationship between storytelling and oral history? Would incorporating this understanding prove a burden or a tool for your project?

5. What is “shared authority” in terms of oral history?

6. How could the function of reminiscence, as Bornat describes it,  be useful in your project?

4. Methodology and Approaches
5. Go over what Ritchie has to say about conducting interviews. Cover: how to prepare, what research is necessary, how to construct the interview guide, how to  comport yourself during the interview, how to get at the meat of an interview.

6. What is Anderson and Jack’s point about “listening” during an interview? about therapeutic effects of the interview? about “meaning”?

7. What is a life history? Is this something you want to do for the MFA oral history? If so, how? If not, what aspects could be used?

8. How does the interviewer affect an interview? how does he affect the document itself, i.e., the eventual transcript that will be seen as an historic document? Why is this important to think about?
