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Degrees Awarded 
 
Ph.D, 1984, Department of Sociology, University of Oregon. 
  
B.A., 1972, University of Oregon. 
 
Fellowships and Awards 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Criminology.  School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie 
Mellon University, 1984-85. 
 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, University of Missouri-St. Louis, 1994 
 
Areas of Specialization 
 
Violence and Social Organization 
Criminological Theory 
Crime Control Policy 
 
Publications 
 
 Books 
 
Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld.  2001.  Crime and the American Dream. Third 

Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.  (First edition published in 1994.)   
 
 Refereed Articles 
 
Nielson, Amie, Ramiro Martinez, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2005.  “Firearm Use, Injury, and Lethality in 

Assaultive Violence: An Examination of Ethnic Differences.”  Homicide Studies (in press). 
Baumer, Eric, Steven F. Messner, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2004.  “Dimensions of Social Capital and 

Rates of Criminal Homicide.”  American Sociological Review (in press). 
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Rosenfeld, Richard.  2004.  “The Case of the Unsolved Crime Decline.” Scientific American 
(February):82-89. 

Rojeck, Jeff, Richard Rosenfeld, and Scott Decker.  2004.  “The Influence of Driver’s Race on Traffic 
Stops in Missouri.” Police Quarterly 7:126-147. 

Dugan, Laura, Daniel Nagin, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2003.  “Do Domestic Violence Services Save 
Lives?”  NIJ Journal no. 250:20-25. 

Rosenfeld, Richard, Bruce Jacobs, and Richard Wright.  2003.  “Snitching and the Code of the Street.”  
British Journal of Criminology 43: 291-309. 

Baumer, Eric, Steven F. Messner, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2003.  "Explaining Spatial Variation in 
Support for Capital Punishment: A Multi-Level Analysis."  American Journal of Sociology 
108:844-875. 

Dugan, Laura, Daniel Nagin, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2003.  “Exposure Reduction or Retaliation?  The 
Effects of Domestic Violence Resources on Intimate Partner Homicide.”  Law & Society Review 
37:169-198. 

Rosenfeld, Richard. 2002.  “The Crime Decline in Context.” Contexts 1 (Spring):25-34. 
Matthew Lee, Ramiro Martinez, Jr., and Richard Rosenfeld.  2001.  “Does Immigration Increase 

Homicide?  Negative Evidence From Three Border Cities.”  Sociological Quarterly 42: 559-580. 
Rosenfeld, Richard, Steven F. Messner, and Eric Baumer.  2001.  “Social Capital and Homicide.”  

Social Forces 80:283-309. 
Rosenfeld, Richard.  2001.  “The Role of Third Parties in Violent Conflict: A Comment on Cooney’s 

Theory of Third Parties.”  Theoretical Criminology 5:261-265. 
Rosenfeld, Richard.  2000.  “Tracing the Brady Act’s Connection to Homicide and Suicide Trends.”  

JAMA 284:616-618. 
Blumstein, Alfred, Frederick P. Rivara, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2000.  “The Rise and Decline of 

Homicide – And Why.”  Annual Review of Public Health 21:505-541. 
Rosenfeld, Richard, Timothy M. Bray, and Arlen Egley.  1999.  “Facilitating Violence: A Comparison 

of Gang-Motivated, Gang-Affiliated, and Non-Gang Youth Homicides.”  Journal of Quantitative 
Criminology 15:495-516. 

Blumstein, Alfred and Richard Rosenfeld.  1999.  “Trends in Rates of Violence in the USA.”  Studies on 
Crime and Crime Prevention 8:139-167. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Scott H. Decker.  1999.  “Are Arrest Statistics a Valid Measure of Illicit Drug 
Use?  Justice Quarterly 16:685-699. 

Dugan, Laura, Daniel Nagin, and Richard Rosenfeld.  1999.  “Explaining the Decline in Intimate Partner 
Homicide:  The Effects of Changing Domesticity, Women’s Status, and Domestic Violence 
Resources.”  Homicide Studies 3:187-214. 

Blumstein, Alfred and Richard Rosenfeld.  1998.  “Assessing the Ups and Downs in US Homicide 
Rates.”  NIJ Journal (October):9-13. 

Blumstein, Alfred and Richard Rosenfeld.  1998.  “Explaining Recent Trends in US Homicide Rates.”  
Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology  88:1175-1216. 

Baumer, Eric, Janet L. Lauritsen, Richard Rosenfeld, and Richard Wright.  1998.  “The Influence 
of Crack Cocaine on Robbery, Burglary, and Homicide Rates:  A Cross-City, Longitudinal 
Analysis.”  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 35:316-340. 

Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld.  1997.  “Political Restraint of the Market and Levels of 
Criminal Homicide: A Cross-National Application of Institutional-Anomie Theory.”  Social 
Forces 75:1393-1416. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1997.  “Changing Relationships Between Men and Women: A Note 
On the Decline in Intimate Partner Homicide.”  Homicide Studies 1:72-83. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Scott H. Decker.  1996.  “Consent to Search and Seize: Evaluating An 
Innovative Youth Firearm Suppression Program.”  Law and Contemporary Problems 59:197-220. 

Decker, Scott H. and Richard Rosenfeld.  1995.  “’My Wife is Married and So is My Girlfriend:’ 
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Adaptations to the Threat of AIDS in an Arrestee Population.”  Crime and Delinquency 
41(1):37-53. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Steven F. Messner.  1994.  “Crime and the American Dream:  An 
Institutional Analysis.”  Advances in Criminological Theory 6(1):159-181. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Scott H. Decker.  1994.  “Constructive Criticism and Violence Prevention.” 
American Journal of Police 13(1):157-159. 

Erchak, Gerald M. and Richard Rosenfeld.  1994.  “Societal Isolation, Violent Norms, and Gender 
Relations:  A Re-Examination and Extension of Levinson’s Model of Wife Beating.” 
Cross-Cultural Research 28(2):111-133. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Scott H. Decker.  1993.  “Where Law Enforcement and Public Health 
Meet:  Monitoring and Preventing Youth Violence.”  American Journal of Police 
12(3):11-57. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Scott H. Decker.  1993.  “Discrepant Values, Correlated Measures: Cross- 
City Comparisons of Self Reports and Urine Tests of Cocaine Use Among Arrestees.” 
Journal of Criminal Justice 21(3):223-230. 

Decker, Scott H. and Richard Rosenfeld.  1992.  “Intravenous Drug Use and the AIDS Epidemic: 
Findings From a 20-City Sample of Arrestees.  Crime and Delinquency 38(4):492-509. 

Blumstein, Alfred, Jacqueline Cohen, and Richard Rosenfeld.  1992.  “The UCR-NCS 
Relationship Revisited:  A Reply to Menard.”  Criminology 30(1):115-124. 

Tiedge, James, Arthur Silverblatt, Michael Havice, and Richard Rosenfeld.  1991.  “The 
Discrepancy Between Perceived First-Person and Perceived Third-Person Mass Media 
Effects.”  Journalism Quarterly 68(1/2):141-154. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Kimberly Kempf.  1991.  “The Scope and Purposes of Corrections: 
Exploring Alternative Responses to Crowding.”  Crime and Delinquency 37(4):481-505. 

Blumstein, Alfred, Jacqueline Cohen, and Richard Rosenfeld.  1991.  “Trend and Deviation 
In Crime Rates:  A Comparison of UCR and NCS Data for Robbery and Burglary.” 
Criminology 29(2):237-263. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Steven F. Messner.  1991.  “The Social Sources of Homicide in Different 
Types of Societies.”  Sociological Forum 6(1):58-70. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1989.  “Robert Merton’s Contributions to the Sociology of Deviance.” 
Sociology Inquiry 59(4):453-466. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1986.  “Gay Liberation and Social Feminism:  A Comment on Elshtain’s 
‘Homosexual Politics.’”  Salmagundi (Fall):138-142. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1978.  “Standards of Professional Responsibility in the Social Sciences: 
The Protection of Research Subjects.”  Business and Professional Ethics 2(1). 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1975.  “On the Social Mechanisms of White Supremacy:  A Comment 
and Analysis.”  Pacific Sociological Review 18(1):40-47. 
 

 Chapters 
 
Rosenfeld, Richard.  2004.  “Terrorism and Criminology.”  Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism: 

Criminological Perspectives, edited by Mathieu Deflem.  London: Elsevier (in press). 
Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld.  2001.  “An Institutional-Anomie Theory of Crime.”  Pp. 

151-160 in Explaining Criminals and Crime, edited by R. Paternoster and R. Bachman.  Los 
Angeles:  Roxbury. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  2000.  “Patterns in Adult Homicide: 1980-1995.”  Pp. 130-163 in The Crime Drop 
in America, edited by Alfred Blumstein and Joel Wallman.  New York: Cambridge. 

Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld.  2000.  “Market Dominance and Crime in Post-Industrial 
Society.” Pp. 13-26 in Social Dynamics of Crime and Control, edited by Susanne Karstedt and 
Kai-D Bussmann.  Oxford, England: Hart.  
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Rosenfeld, Richard.  1999.  “Theories of Violence:  Behavioral Sciences.”  Violence in America, edited 
by Ronald Gottesman.  New York:  Scribner’s. 

Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld. 1999.  “Social Structure and Homicide: Theory and 
Research.”  Pp. 27-41 in Homicide Studies: A Sourcebook of Social Research, edited by M.D. 
Smith and M. Zahn.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and Steven F. Messner.  1997.  “Markets, Morality, and an Institutional-Anomie 
Theory of Crime.”  Pp. 207-224 in The Future of Anomie Theory, edited by N. Passas and R. 
Agnew.  Boston: Northeastern University Press. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1996.  “Attitudes Towards Marriage and Gender as They Affect Violence.” 
Appendix A (pp. 76-78, selected) in Saving Our Children: Can Youth Violence Be 
Prevented?  Edited by N. Ethiel.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard Law School. 

Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld.  1996.  “An Institutional-Anomie Theory of the 
Social Distribution of Crime.”  P. 143-148 in Contemporary Criminological Theory, 
Edited by L. Siegel and P. Cordella.  Boston:  Northeastern University Press. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1996.  “Crime Prevention or Community Mobilization?  The Dilemma of the 
Gun Buy-Back Program.”  Pp. 1-28 in Under Fire:  Gun Buy-Backs, Exchanges and  
Amnesty Programs, edited by M. Plotkin.  Washington, DC:  Police Executive Research 
Forum. 

Kempf, Kimberly and Richard Rosenfeld.  1991.  “Crowding and Correctional Policy:  Exploring 
Alternatives to Current Programs and Practice in Missouri.”  Pp. 42-70 in Missouri 
Policy Choices, edited by K. Kempf, J. F. Springer, D. Webber and G. R. Stephens. 
Columbia, Missouri:  University of Missouri. 

Erchak, Gerald M. and Richard Rosenfeld.  1989.  “Learning Disabilities, Dyslexia, and the 
Medicalization of the Classroom.”  Pp. 79-97 in Images of Issues:  Typifying Contemporary 
Social Problems, edited by J. Best.  Hawthorne, NY: Aldine. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1986.  “Urban Crime Rates:  Effects of Inequality, Welfare Dependency, 
Region, and Race.”  Pp. 116-130 in The Social Ecology of Crime, edited by J. Byrne 
and R. Sampson.  New York:  Springer-Verlag. 

Rosenfeld, Richard.  1979.  “Income Inequality and Urban Crime.”  Pp. 291-319 in The 
Changing Structure of the City:  What Happened to the Urban Crisis?, edited by G. 
Tobin.  Beverly Hills, CA:  Sage. 

 
 Other Publications 
 
Rosenfeld, Richard.  2002.  “Why Criminologists Should Study Terrorism.”  The Criminologist 

(November/December):1, 3-4.  Reprinted in Crime & Justice International 19:34-35 (2003). 
Rosenfeld, Richard.  1998.  “Wolfgang’s Footprints:  Guest Editor’s Introduction.”  Homicide Studies 

2:228-231. 
Rosenfeld, Richard, Scott H. Decker, and Carol Kohfeld.  1993.  “Different Levels, Common 

Causes:  St. Louis Homicide Rates in National Perspective.”  Pp. 3-10 in Questions 
and Answers in Lethal and Non-Lethal Violence, edited by C. R. Block and R. L. Block. 
Washington, DC:  U.S. Department of Justice. 

Rosenfeld, Richard and John Kaufmann.  1976.  “Why Your Child is Still Hyperactive.” 
CNI Review 6:4-6. 

 
External Grants Awarded 
 
“Fighting Crime With Advanced Technology.”  National Institute of Justice.  Subcontract: Georgia State 
University (October 1, 2002-September 30, 2005).  Co-investigator: Robert Friedmann. 
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“Gender and Social Networks in Lethal and Non-Lethal Violence.”  National Institute of Justice and 
National Consortium on Violence Research (October 1, 2000-August 31, 2001). 
 
“Ethnic Succession and Changes in Homicide: Southeast Los Angeles, 1980-1999.”  National Consortium 
on Violence Research (July 1, 2000-June 30, 2001).  Co-investigator:  George Tita. 
 
“Social Capital and Homicide.” National Consortium on Violence Research (June 1, 1999-May 31, 2000).  
Co-investigator:  Steven F. Messner 
 
“Social Isolation, Structural Disadvantage, and Urban Homicide:  Disentangling Race, Place, and Risk.”  
National Consortium on Violence Research (January 1, 1998 -- December 31, 1998). 
 
“The Effect of Legal Advocacy on Intimate Partner Homicide Rates.”  National Institute of Justice 
(October 1, 1997 – September 30, 1999).  Co-investigators:  Daniel Nagin and Laura Dugan. 
 
“Analyzing the Youth Homicide Epidemic with Urban Spatial Data.”  National Consortium on Violence 
Research (February 1, 1997 – January 31, 1998).  Co-investigators: Ramiro Martinez and Victoria 
Brewer. 
 
“Consent to Search and Seize:  An Evaluation of the St. Louis Firearm Suppression Program.”  National 
Institute of Justice (October 1, 1995 – September 30, 1997).  Co-investigators:  Scott H. Decker and 
Bruce Jacobs. 
 
“Collaborative Research on Spatial and Temporal Dynamics of Urban Homicide.”  National Science 
Foundation (January 1, 1995 – December 31, 1997).  Co-investigators:  Carol W. Kohfeld and John 
Sprague. 
 
“Assault Crisis Teams:  “Preventing Youth Violence Through Monitoring, Mentoring, and Mediating.”  
National Institute of Justice (October 1, 1994 – September 30, 1996).  Co-investigator:  Scott H. Decker. 
 
“Alternative Indicators of Drug Abuse in American Cities:  Comparing DUF, DAWN and Arrest 
Indicators."” National Institute of Justice (October 1, 1993 – June 30, 1994).  Co-investigator:  Scott H. 
Decker. 
 
“Estimating Drug Use in Intermediate Populations.”  National Institute on Drug Abuse (October 1, 1992 – 
June 30, 1994).  Collaborating Investigator:  Scott H. Decker. 
 
“A Pipeline Study of Adult Probation and Parole Cases in Missouri.”  National Institute of Justice 
(October 1, 1990 – June 30, 1991).  Co-investigators:  Scott H. Decker and Kimberly Kempf. 
 
“Using the DUF Data:  An Analytic Framework and Research Problem.”  National Institute of Justice 
Summer Research Fellowship (1990).  Co-investigator:  Scott H. Decker. 
 
“Law and Society at Skidmore College.”  American Bar Association, Commission on College and 
University Non-Professional Legal Studies (October 1, 1988 – September 30, 1989).  Project Director. 
 
“Effects of Sanctions on Criminality.”  National Institute of Justice (October 1, 1986 – September 30, 
1988).  Co-investigators:  Alfred Blumstein and Jacqueline Cohen. 
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Published Reviews 
 
“The Limits of Crime Control.”  Review essay on Crime: Public Policies for Crime Control by James Q. 
Wilson and Joan Petersilia, eds.  Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 93:289-297 (2003). 
Gun Violence: The Real Costs by Philip J. Cook and Jens Ludwig.  JAMA 286:605-607 (2001). 
Locked in the Poorhouse: Cities, Race, and Poverty in the United States by Fred R. Harris and Lynn A. 
Curtis.  Contemporary Sociology 29:500-501 (2000). 
Losing Legitimacy:  Street Crime and the Decline of Social Institutions in America by Gary LaFree.  
Contemporary Sociology 29:253-254 (2000). 
The Crooked Ladder:  Gangsters, Ethnicity, and the American Dream by John M. O’Kane.  Social Forces 
73:1180-1181 (1995). 
Neighborhoods and Crime:  The Dimensions of Effective Community Control by R. J. Bursik, Jr. and H. 
G. Grasmick.  American Journal of Sociology March: 1387-1389 (1994). 
A Primer in Radical Criminology by M. Lynch and W. B. Groves.  Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology 78:201-204 (1987). 
The Social Welfare Forum, 1978 by the National Conference on Social Welfare.  Sociology: 
Reviews of New Books 7:75 (1980). 
The Making of a Television Series:  A Case Study in the Sociology of Culture by P. Elliot. 
Sociology: Reviews of New Books 7:172-173 (1980). 
Stigma of Poverty:  A Critique of Poverty Theories and Policies by C. Waxman.  Sociology: 
Reviews of New Books 5:52 (1978). 
Sociology and Public Policy:  The Case of Presidential Commissions edited by M. Komarovsky. 

Contemporary Sociology 6:585 (1977). 
Children and Television, edited by R. Brown.  Sociology:  Reviews of New Books 4:124 (1977). 
The Hidden Injuries of Class by R. Sennett and J. Cobb.  Contemporary Sociology 4:298-301 (1975). 
 
Courses Taught (Selected) 
 
Statistical Applications in Criminology and Criminal Justice (graduate); Violent Crime (graduate); The 
Nature of Crime (graduate); Markets and Morality (graduate); The Nature of Punishment (graduate); 
Corrections (graduate); Introduction to Policy Research (graduate); Comparative Criminology and 
Criminal Justice; Race Relations and Minority Groups; Social Inequality; Social Problems; Contemporary 
Social Theory. 
 
Professional Experience 
 
2001- Chair, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Missouri-St. Louis 
1997- Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Missouri-St. Louis. 
1992-1997 Associate Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice and Research Fellow, Center for 
Metropolitan Studies, University of Missouri-St. Louis. 
1989-1992 Assistant Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice and Research Fellow, Center for 
Metropolitan Studies, University of Missouri-St. Louis. 
1985-1989 Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work, 
Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York. 
1984-1985 Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon 
University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
Professional Memberships and Service (Selected) 
 
Member, National Academy of Sciences Committee on Law and Justice (2002-   ) 
Member, Advisory Panel, Law and Social Science Program, National Science Foundation (2003-  ) 
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Member, National Academy of Sciences Panel on Firearms Information and Research (2001-2003) 
Executive Counselor, American Society of Criminology (2001-2003). 
Associate Editor, Criminology (1997-2001). 
Editorial Board member, Homicide Studies (2001-  ) 
Steering Committee Member, National Consortium on Violence Research (1996-  ). 
Peer Review Consultant:  National Academy of Sciences Panel on Juvenile Crime and Justice; National 
Institute of Justice; National Science Foundation; Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation. 
Chair, University of Missouri Research Board (2002-2004) 
American Society of Criminology Representative to American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (2002-2003) 
ASC Committee Memberships: 

Michael Hindelang Award Committee (2000-2001) 
Fellows Committee (1994-95, 1999-2000). 
National Policy Committee (1997-1998). 
Program Committee (1986, 1995, 1998, 2000). 
Membership Committee (1991-92; 1992-93; 1993-94). 

Council Member, Crime, Law and Deviance Section, American Sociological Association (1996-1998). 
Chair, Membership Committee, Crime, Law and Deviance Section, American Sociological Association 
(1996-1997). 
Member of the American Sociological Association Program Committee (1998) 
 
 
 


