
 
Political Science 3480, Environmental Politics     Study Guide for Exam 1 (September 28, 2015)  
 

The first exam covers the following material:  

- Class, August 24 –September 23 

- Ibsen, An Enemy of the People 

- Rosenbaum, Environmental Politics and Policy, pages 1-193 

- Taking Sides, Issues 1, 2, & 4, pages 2-39, 63-84 

- My Gateway readings: Readings in Docs and Assignments on My Gateway: Nash, "A Wilderness Condition" * "Is New Orleans 

Safe?" * "McConnell Urges States to Defy U.S. Plan" * "Republican Governors Signal Their Intent ..." * Pew, "Public’s Policy 

Priorities, 2015" *  Downs, "Up and Down with Ecology-the Issue-Attention Cycle" * "Beyond Gridlock and American 

Environmental Policy" 

The exam includes 20 true/false items worth two (2) points each, two identification items worth ten (10) points each, and one essay 

worth 40 points. The exam counts as fifteen percent of your final grade.  
 

Part II: Identification: You will define, illustrate, and explain the political importance of two of the following. You will be able to 

choose from four on the exam. Each identification item is worth 10 points. (TS=Taking Sides)  
 

   The Dust Bowl (class)    The Obama presidency & expectations (Rosenbaum 14-16)  

   Gifford Pinchot & Conservation (class)  James E. Hansen controversy (Rosenbaum 33-37)    

   Robert Bullard (class)     Incrementalism (Rosenbaum 43-44)    

   Barry Commoner (class)    Science and fine particulate standard (Rosenbaum 72-74)  

   executive orders (class)    Controlling bureaucratic discretion (Rosenbaum 98-99)  

   deep ecology (class)     Litigation as a political tactic (Rosenbaum 114-115)  

   "pragmatism" versus "purity" (class)  Dioxin and the limits of science (Rosenbaum 137-139)  

   Kirsten Springs (Enemy of the People)  Cap and Trade (Rosenbaum 189-193)  

   The Wingspread Statement (TS 1, pp. 15-19)  Command-and-Control regulation (Rosenbaum 182-183)   

   Science as Politics (Rosenbaum 71-72)     terrifying creatures of the wilderness (*Nash/Docs & Assignments)  
   Localism and Congress (Rosenbaum 92-93) Issue-Attention Cycle (*Downs/ Docs & Assignments) 

   “Pleistocene Rewilding” (Taking Sides, #4) “McConnell Urges States to Defy U.S. Plan” (*Docs & Assignments)  

   Data quality and availability in environmental justice (Rosenbaum 154-155)   

   The Precautionary Principle (Rosenbaum pages 144-147, Taking Sides, Issue 1, pages 2-21) 

 

Part III: Essays: You will write an essay in response to one of the following questions. You will be able to choose from two of these. 

The best answers will blend evidence from lectures and the books; they will be clear, concise, and they will use specific examples. 

The essay is worth 40 points.  

 

   1. In class, we discussed the high priority of prosperity and economic growth in environmental policy.  List, describe, and give 

examples of the five characteristics of this priority, as discussed in class (outline beginning August 26).  How have these priorities 

affected environmental policy? Use examples from Rosenbaum, An Enemy of the People, the Dust Bowl and Nash to provide 

examples. How can the priority of prosperity be reconciled with other priorities for the environment? 
 

   2. In class, we discussed four standpoints whose priorities differ from the priority of prosperity and economic growth (outlines 

beginning August 31). These include including preserving nature, conserving nature, environmentalism and environmental 

justice.  Explain these priorities, describing (1) who spoke for these priorities, (2) what the priorities are, (3) what policies this 

standpoint has produced, and (4), for the first three of these standpoints, what organizations this standpoint has produced.  Be 

clear and specific. How can these standpoints be reconciled with the priority of prosperity and economic growth? 

 

   3. What is the EPA, according to Rosenbaum (100-107)?  Summarize and describe its most important responsibilities (100-103).  

How is EPA “micromanaged and overloaded” (104)? Explain why integrated programs are needed (104-106)? What is the 

problem and need for clear priorities at EPA (106)? How and why has it been a problem to reform the agency (106-107)?  What 

are the two most important things to do to improve the performance of the EPA? Give clear reasons for your answer.  

 

   4. What is the most fundamental congressional responsibility with regard to environmental law, according to Rosenbaum (page 91)? 

Describe and discuss the importance of (1) committee decentralization, (2) localism, (3) elections, and (4) crisis decision making 

(pages 91-95).  How does Congress give too much and too little guidance (pages 95-97)?  How does polarization affect 

Congress’s environmental policy (page 97), and why does it matter?  What is the single more important specific change that could 

improve environmental the process of making environmental laws?  

 

  5.  What is the issue-attention cycle, according the Anthony Downs? What are the stages of the issue attention cycle, and why does it 

matter?  Using evidence from Rosenbaum, class and Pew’s "Public’s Policy Priorities, 2015,” do public opinion polls show that 

Americans generally support the environment? Do public opinion polls show that Americans place a high priority on the 

environment, and why does it matter? How politically polarized are public attitudes today? Be specific.  Give one specific 

suggestion to reduce polarization of public opinion on environmental issues.  


