
The American Presidency, Political Science 2330/3300          Fall 2016   

Study Guide for Exam 1, Wednesday September 28, 2016 
  

The first exam covers the following material: 

 Class, August 22-September 26 

 Pika, Maltese & Rudalevige, The Politics of the Presidency, pp. 1-32, 38-51, 62-69 

 Wayne, The Road to the White House 2016, pages 2-273 

 Robertson, The Original Compromise, Chapter 10 (My Gateway) 

The exam includes 20 true/false items worth two (2) points each, two identification items worth 

ten (10) points each, one essay worth 40 points. The exam counts as fifteen percent of your final 

grade. 

  

Part 2: Identification: You will define, illustrate, and explain the political importance of two of 

the following. You will be able to choose from four on the exam. Each identification item is 

worth 10 points. (PMR=Pike, Maltese, & Rudalevige)     

 Prerogative theory of presidential power (PMR, 15-17)  

 President as Chief Magistrate (PMR 20-21)       

 presidential culture (PMR, 29-31) 

 Political experience of candidates: (PMR, 46-51) 

 Judicial Determination of the election outcome, 2000 (Wayne, 16-19) 

 Citizens' United decision (Wayne, 38-40) 

 The Republican coalition (Wayne, 80-81) 

 The McGovern Commission (Wayne, page 98)  

 Impact of rules changes on party organization and leadership (Wayne, 109-110) 

 Hillary Clinton’s 2008 nomination campaign (Wayne, 130-131) 

 Healing Partisan Discord (Wayne, 143) 

 Creating a Leadership Image: Accentuate the Positive (Wayne, 182-184) 

 Horse Race Journalism (Wayne 213-214) 

 Exit Polls (Wayne 252-253) 

 Preparation for the Presidential Debates (Wayne 222-223)  

 Retrospective voting (W, 256-257) 

 Standpoints (class) 

 Motivated reasoning (class) 

 What Madison wanted at the Constitutional Convention (class) 

 Madison, Sherman, and the Constitutional compromise on presidential selection (class) 

 Political Party crackup in the 1820s & its consequences (class) 

 Dark Money (class) 

 Political Polarization (class) 

 Super Tuesday, 2016 (The “Waffle House” Primary) (class) 

 The 2016 Republican Convention (class) 

 Media bias toward sensationalism (class) 

 Free press and the Trump campaign (class) 

 

 

See next page 



Part 3: Essay. You will write an essay in response to one of the following questions. The best 

answers will blend evidence from lectures and all the books; they will be clear, concise, and they 

will use specific examples. Two of these essay questions will appear on the exam. The essay is 

worth 40 points. 

 

1. Expansion of the Presidency (Pika, Maltese & Rudalevidge, 21-29). How did Theodore 

Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin Roosevelt expand the presidency, according to Pika, 

Maltese & Rudalevidge? How has Congress expanded the presidency through statute law? How 

have precedent and custom expanded the presidency? What are the institutional sources of 

change? Be clear and specific, and illustrate your points. 

  

2.  The Constitution and Presidential selection (class and Robertson, ch 10, in My 

Gateway). How did the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan provide for selecting the 

executive? Trace the idea of using presidential electors as it developed during the Convention.  

Describe the grand compromise on the selecting the president. Describe the rules this 

compromise produced that are still in effect today.  

  

3. The development of presidential nominations (Class and Wayne, 6-12). Describe the way 

the process of selecting nominees for president has changed over time, according to class and 

Wayne.  How did crackups occur in 1800, the 1820s, and 1968, and how did these change the 

rules of the nomination game?  Where do we see the impact of these developments in the 

nomination process today? 

 

4. Strategic Guidelines for the Nomination (class and Wayne, 118-123). Describe, illustrate, 

and discuss the following "basic strategic guidelines" for campaigning for the presidential 

nomination, according to Stephen J. Wayne: concentrate efforts in the early contests, raise and 

spend big bucks early, gain media attention, develop an organization, and “design and target a 

distinctive image and message.” For examples, draw on the 2016 nomination campaign 

discussed in class where appropriate. 

  

5. Strategic objectives for the November presidential election (class and Wayne, 179-184, 

188-189). Describe, illustrate, and discuss the following "strategic objectives" for major party 

nominee for the November presidential election, according to Stephen J. Wayne: designing a 

basic appeal using partisan images and salient issues, creating a positive leadership image, and 

building a winning geographic coalition. Use examples from the 2016 genereal election 

campaign discussed in class where appropriate. 

  


