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Current events 

 

 

Choosing the President 

 

Preface: Institutions shape different standpoints 

 Political parties changed the way people have pursued the presidency 

 When political parties changed, candidates’ standpoints had to change 

a. How the Game has changed: Nominations  

  

    b. Crackups and game changers 

 

        1800: Political Parties organize presidential nominations 

 

 

        1824, Party nominations become big, formal events  

                  focused on conventions and delegates 

 

 

                 These nominations become dominated by state and local  

                    political leaders 

 

 

         early 1900s – some states create presidential primaries to give  

                  party voters more control – primaries slowly get more attention  



 

 

        1968 – party boss control is challenged after the chaos of the Democratic  

  National Convention in Chicago 

 

  The McGovern Commission (Wayne, page 98)  

                      – helps take party nominations  

                      out of the hands of party bosses and put them in the hands of voters. 

 

Choosing the President: Money 

 

 

Campaign Finance (see Wayne 29-50) 

The rising cost of  

 Nominations 

 

 General elections 

 

 A few Contributors can have a huge impact,  

                     because few Americans contribute to campaigns 

 

Campaign Finance Law 

 Regulations (see Wayne) 

   

 Citizen’s United v. FEC, 2010  



 

Political Parties  

 

SuperPACs 

OpenSecrets.org: 

“Super PACs are a new kind of political action committee created in July 2010 following the 

outcome of a federal court case known as SpeechNow.org v. Federal Election Commission.” 

"Technically known as independent expenditure-only committees, Super PACs may raise 

unlimited sums of money from corporations, unions, associations and individuals, then spend 

unlimited sums to overtly advocate for or against political candidates. 

 

Dark Money 

Money spent by politically active nonprofit organizations that can keep their donors secret.   

Open Secrets: “These organizations can receive unlimited corporate, individual, or union 

contributions that they do not have to make public, and though their political activity is supposed 

to be limited, the IRS – which has jurisdiction over these groups – by and large has done little to 

enforce those limits. Partly as a result, spending by organizations that do not disclose their 

donors has increased from less than $5.2 million in 2006 to well over $300 million in the 2012 

presidential cycle and more than $174 million in the 2014 midterms.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Choosing the President: Fundamentals 

 

Voting:  

Turnout is relatively low in the U.S. 

 

Partisanship – the evolving party coalitions 

 The New Deal coalition 

 

 The Reagan coalition 

 

 Is 2016 realigning the party coalitions? 

 

 

 


