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Current events 

 

 

The Constitution: Selecting the Executive 

 

 

3.     What Madison wanted: The Virginia Plan 

  

            A strong, sovereign national government with broad authority 

  

Proportional representation in two houses of Congress 

 

Congress selects the executive 

    

4. Who opposed Madison at the Convention  

            Roger Sherman wanted 

             
     Equal representation of the states in Congress &                

               A national government with narrow authority 

         



      The New Jersey Plan 

  

     Congress selects the executive 

 

  

  

5. The framers built the Constitution on political compromises 

  

Compromise #1: Selecting the Congress 

The Connecticut Compromise 

 

         Equal representation in the Senate, chosen by the states 
 

 
         Representation proportional to population in  
         the House of Representatives, selected directly by the voters  

 

 The Connecticut Compromise made Madison insist on a president 
             who was selected separately from Congress 

   

           Compromise #2: Selecting the president 

 

Electors who were not in Congress, but chosen by the states,  
         would select the president  

   



6. The Electoral College 

   

    What are electoral votes? 

  

     

How are a state's electoral votes determined? 

The number of electoral votes  
    = 2 Senators + the number of U.S. Representatives for the state 

 

The total number of electoral votes has increased as states joined the 
 union (each time adding 2 Senators, therefore 2 electoral votes), 
 and as the House of Representatives grew.  

 

1929: Congress limited the House to 435 representatives 

   so the total number of electoral votes was limited  
             435 + 2 Senators for each state  

 since 1959 there have been 50 states, therefore 100 Senators 

 

1961: The 23
rd

 amendment to the Constitution gives an  
additional 3 electoral votes to the District of Columbia (Washington, DC)  

 

So 3 electoral votes + 435  + 100   
= 538 electoral votes today 

 

 to win the presidency, you have to win a majority of the electoral votes  



 A majority = ½ + 1 

 

So in 2016, there are 538 electoral votes, and to win the presidency,  

           you have to win a majority (½ of 538 +1 =  270) 

    

  How do you win a state's electoral votes? 

 In 48 states and DC, whoever wins more votes than any other  
 candidate wins all the state’s electoral votes 

Example:  
Missouri 2008, McCain won by about 1 vote per precinct  
McCain won 49.36%, Obama 49.23% 

McCain won 11 electoral votes in Missouri, Obama 0  

Two states (Maine & Nebraska) allocate 2 EVs  to the statewide 
winner, and one each to the winner of each House district 

   

    Can you win a majority of the popular vote and lose the election? 

  

    Who are the electors? 

 

    What if no candidate get to 270 electoral votes 

 (This has not happened since 1824) 

 (Estimated chances of an electoral vote tie in 2016: 3/10 of 1 %) 

 

Then, Your House of Representatives selects the president,  
voting by states not individual members 



 

 

Choosing the President 

 

How the Game has changed: Nominations  

  

    b. Crackups and game changers 

 

        1800: Political Parties organize presidential nominations 

 

 

        1824, Party nominations become big, formal events  

                  focused on conventions and delegates 

 

 

                 These nominations become dominated by state and local  

                    political leaders 

 

 

         early 1900s – some states create presidential primaries to give  

                  party voters more control – primaries slowly get more attention  

 

 

        1968 – party boss control is challenged after the chaos of the Democratic  

  National Convention in Chicago 

 

  The McGovern Commission (Wayne, page 98)  

                      – helps take party nominations  

                      out of the hands of party bosses and put them in the hands of voters. 



 

Choosing the President: Money 

 

 

Campaign Finance (see Wayne 29-50) 

The rising cost of  

 Nominations 

 

 General elections 

 

Campaign Finance Law’ 

 

 Citizen’s United v. FEC, 2010  

 

Political Parties  

 

SuperPACs 

 

 

Developments in 2016 


