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Standpoints & Polling 

 

Current events 

 

 

2. How can we get an idea of Americans’ standpoints?  
    Public opinion polling 

 

B. A Consumer’s Guide to Well Conducted Polls  

Remember, a poll is a snapshot of public opinion at a particular time. 
  

     Pay attention to 

     a). The Margin of Error 

  

      b). Whether or not the Sample is Random 

  

      c). The Wording of the Questions 

  

        d). People may have changeable, uninformed, and inconsistent  
             opinions 

 
C. Americans have different standpoints depending on things like their age, 



their educational level, the political party they identify with, their gender and 
their race  

 

D. Motivated Reasoning: 
• “when a person is conforming their assessments of information to 

some interest or goal that is independent of accuracy”—an interest or 
goal such as remaining a well-regarded member of his political party, 
or winning the next election, or even just winning an argument.  

• An experiment in motivated reasoning: asking partisans about welfare 
reform proposals 

  

 

The Constitution: Selecting the Executive 

 

1. What is a Constitution? 

    It's a set of rules about making rules (that is, the law) 

 

2. What problems were the framers trying to solve   

    The States managed most policy in 1787  
      But the states could not deal with the nation's mounting problems 

    

      The Confederation government was very weak – and had no president 

 
The states sent their best politicians to write the Constitution of 1787, 

 

 



 

 

3. Who was James Madison? 

    Madison, a leading Virginia politician 

  

    What Madison wanted: The Virginia Plan 

  

            A strong, sovereign national government with broad authority 

  

Proportional representation in two houses of Congress 

 

Congress selects the executive 

    

4. Who opposed Madison opponents at the Convention  

            Roger Sherman wanted 

             
     Equal representation of the states in Congress &                

               A national government with narrow authority 

         

      The New Jersey Plan 

  

     Congress selects the executive 

 



  

  

5. The framers built the Constitution on political compromises 

  

Compromise #1: Selecting the Congress 

The Connecticut Compromise 

 

         Equal representation in the Senate, chosen by the states 
 

 
         Representation proportional to population in  
         the House of Representatives, selected directly by the voters  

 

 The Connecticut Compromise made Madison insist on a president 
             who was selected separately from Congress 

   

           Compromise #2: Selecting the president 

 

Electors who were not in Congress, but chosen by the states,  
         would select the president  

   

             

6. The Electoral College 

   

    What are electoral votes? 



  

     

How are a state's electoral votes determined? 

The number of electoral votes  
    = 2 Senators + the number of U.S. Representatives for the state 

 

The total number of electoral votes has increased as states joined the 
 union (each time adding 2 Senators, therefore 2 electoral votes), 
 and as the House of Representatives grew.  

 

1929: Congress limited the House to 435 representatives 

   so the total number of electoral votes was limited  
             435 + 2 Senators for each state  

 since 1959 there have been 50 states, therefore 100 Senators 

 

1961: The 23rd amendment to the Constitution gives an  
additional 3 electoral votes to the District of Columbia (Washington, DC)  

 

So 3 electoral votes + 435  + 100   
= 538 electoral votes today 

 

 to win the presidency, you have to win a majority of the electoral votes  

 A majority = ½ + 1 

 



So in 2016, there are 538 electoral votes, and to win the presidency,  

           you have to win a majority (½ of 538 +1 =  270) 

    

  How do you win a state's electoral votes? 

 In 48 states and DC, whoever wins more votes than any other  
 candidate wins all the state’s electoral votes 

Example:  
Missouri 2008, McCain won by about 1 vote per precinct  
McCain won 49.36%, Obama 49.23% 

McCain won 11 electoral votes in Missouri, Obama 0  

Two states (Maine & Nebraska) allocate 2 EVs  to the statewide 
winner, and one each to the winner of each House district 

  

 

  

    Can you win a majority of the popular vote and lose the election? 

  

    Who are the electors? 

 

    What if no candidate get to 270 electoral votes 

 (This has not happened since 1824) 

 (Estimated chances of an electoral vote tie in 2016: 3/10 of 1 %) 

 

Then, Your House of Representatives selects the president,  
voting by states not individual members 



 

  


