
Political Science 1100, Spring 2015   Study Guide for Exam 3, April 8, 2015 Please be in class at 9:30 Sharp 

 

Exam 3 covers the following material:  

              Class, March 11 – April 6 

Jillson, pages 264-366  

Annual Editions, pages 68-70, 76-80, 84-96, 102-104, 113-127, 144-151 
 

Here are some short answer questions to study for the exam. Three of these questions will appear on the exam; you have to answer one 

of the three. The best answers will be clear and concise explanations that demonstrate mastery of the ideas by defining the key terms, 

using these terms accurately and including specific examples. This section is worth a maximum of 20 points.  

 1. According to class, how do incumbent members of Congress behave in a way they helps them win reelection? Be sure to explain 

advertising, credit-claiming, position-taking, and fund-raising. How do committees and staff help them?  

 2. According to class, what are the key leadership positions in Congress (names of people not required for this answer). What are the 

six leadership tools leaders in Congress use to get cooperation from members?  

 3. In class, after we discussed Congress from the point of view of individuals and the institution, we drew several conclusions.  

Describe and give examples of the policy-making biases of Congress. Is Congress full of bad people, or normal people in a 

peculiar institution?  Explain your answer.  Can these biases be overcome?  Does Congress reflect us in any way? 

 4. In lecture, we identified four types of presidents, based on two kinds of personal skills. What are the skills and what are the four 

types? Give specific examples of presidents who represent these types.  

 5. Describe the following presidential powers, which we discussed in class: reorganization, executive orders, the power to set the 

legislative agenda, party leadership, and publicity. How is each power limited?  

 6. How big and diverse is the American bureaucracy, according to lecture? How and why do (1) its size and diversity, (2) 

administrators’ discretion, (3) civil service and (4) political allies make it difficult to control the bureaucracy?  

 7. Describe the ways that the national mood about Vietnam, Richard Nixon's personality, and the problem of "leaks" contributed to 

the creation of the "Plumbers' Unit." What was the Watergate scandal that followed? Exactly what did the Nixon White House do 

that was viewed as an abuse of power?  

 8. Describe the membership of Congress, according to Jillson (Chapter 9, pages 272-276). What are their professional backgrounds? 

How well represented are women and minorities? Do they have political experience? How often do incumbent members of the 

House and Senate win reelection? Be specific.  

 9. Discuss the role of political parties in Congress, according to Jillson (chapter 9, pages 277-281). Your answer should discuss the 

responsibilities and powers of the party leaders, the role of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the organization of the 

Senate, and the role of the Senate majority and minority leaders. Be specific.  

10. Discuss the Congressional committee system, according to Jillson (chapter 9, pages 281-283). You should identify, explain the 

importance of, and illustrate the terms “the division of labor,” “fixed jurisdictions,” “specialization,” “reciprocity,” “seniority,” and 

“standing committees.”  

11. According to Jillson (chapter 10, pages 309-311), what exactly are the Constitutional provisions for “The Power to Propose and 

Power to Veto,” “The Appointment Power,” and the “Treaty-Making and Foreign Affairs” power? What powers does Congress 

exercise in each of these areas? Be clear and specific. 

12. Describe the president’s roles as “Chief Executive” and “Chief Legislator,” according to Jillson (chapter 10, pages 320-323). You 

should describe the size of the executive branch, the senior policymakers the president can appoint, the president’s role in the 

budget and legislative program, the president’s legislative success, the use of the veto and signing statements. Be specific.  

13. Describe the “foreign policy” presidency, according to Jillson (chapter 10, pages 323-327). You should describe why the changes 

in the president’s role in warmaking, the War Powers Resolution, the role of chief diplomat and chief trade negotiator. Use specific 

examples.  

14. According to Jillson (chapter 11, pages 354-359), what is implementation, and why is it difficult to provide efficient 

implementation of public programs? Be sure to discuss politics and program requirements, imprecise and contradictory goals, 

fragmentation, and imprecise measures of success.  

15. Jillson discusses the problem of “controlling the bureaucracy” in chapter 11 (pages 360-365). How does Jillson explain this 

problem? How to the executive, Congress, and the courts try to control of the bureaucracy? Be specific.  

16. Why does Garrett Epps (Annual Editions, 76-80) believe that the presidency was “The Founders’ Great Mistake?” Explain why he 

thinks that the design of presidential authority in the Constitution created problems today. What does he mean by the “runaway” 

presidency and what problems does it cause? Be clear and specific.  

17. Using John Aloysius Farrell essay “Divided We Stand” (Annual Editions, 113-118), explain how the following affected the 

growth of political polarization in Congress: Southerners abandoning the New Deal (p. 115), the growth of Republican strength in 

the South (p. 116), the Racial Factor (p 116), the New Left (p. 116) and Newt Gingrich (p. 116-117).   

18. Former Representative Lee Hamilton makes a “Case for Congress” (in Annual Editions, 119-121). What are the three big 

criticisms of Congress he identifies? Explain why he disagrees with them.  

19. Describe Mitch McConnell, according to Robert Costa (Annual Editions, 122-125). Explain how long he was interested in the U.S. 

Senate, and how successful he has been as Senate leader. Your answer should include the importance of “focus,” of political 

reality, and the effort to keep Republican Senators together on the Obama health care act. What is his view of the 1983 Social 

Security “fix” and why?  

20. Describe why James Fallows believes that presidents fail (in “Obama Explained,” Annual Editions, pages 86-87)?  What are the 

four kinds of weaknesses that Fallows sees in Barack Obama pages 88-89)? Explain clearly, using examples. 


