
Political Science 1100, Robertson, Spring 2015        Study Guide for Exam 2, Monday March 9, 2015 

            Please be in class at 9:30 Sharp 

Exam 2 covers the following material:  

              Class February 18-March 4 

Jillson, 119-262  

Annual Editions, Numbers 1.12, 3.1-3.3, 3.5-3.8, 3.10-3.15, pages 58-61, 156-172, 175-196, 206-228 
 

Here are some short answer questions to study for the exam. Three of these questions will appear on the exam; you will be required to 

answer one of the three. The best answers will be clear and concise explanations that demonstrate that you know the material.  Define 

the key terms, use these terms accurately and include specific examples. This section is worth a maximum of 20 points. 
 

  1. How do people participate in politics, according to class? Be sure to discuss Political Spectators, Serious Players, and 

Intensive Players. What kinds of people tend to participate more than average?  What kinds of people participate less than 

average?  What is the result of this difference in the kind of people who participate more actively?  

  2. Describe “prospective” voting, according to class?  What does prospective voting assume about the voters?  Does actual voting in 

the U.S. meet the assumptions of the prospective voting model? You should discuss turnout, in addition to each of the 

assumptions. 

  3. In class, we talked about changes in the political parties.  Has the Republican Party become more conservative, moderate, or 

liberal? Explain why.  Has the Democratic Party become more conservative, moderate, or liberal? Explain why.  What is the Tea 

Party, and what kinds of people does it represent?  How do these changes contribute to political polarization? 

  4. In class, we discussed the question, “who cares about the decline of political parties?” at the conclusion of the class on parties.  

What is the candidate-centered campaign and what are the consequences that follow from it.  Be clear and specific.  

  5. What is the Electoral College? How do you win electoral votes, and how many electoral votes does it take to become president of 

the United States? What’s the best way to get these votes? Can you win the Electoral College without winning the popular vote? 

Give clear, specific examples.  

  6. According to lecture, in what ways do interest groups influence politics? Give examples. 

  7. What are the most important biases of the media, according to lecture? Be sure to give examples. 

  8. How do the media influence the electoral process, according to Jillson (chapter 5, 141-143)? Explain the relationship of money 

and media access, “horse-race” political coverage, and the willingness of the media to cover the private lives of candidates.  

  9.  How do the media influence the president, Congress, and the courts, according to Jillson (chapter 5, 145-147)? Explain how the 

media deals with these institutions in the framework of conflict and the horse race, and how it focuses coverage of the president, 

diffuses coverage of Congress, and covers the Supreme Court.  Use specific examples. 

10. What are the six kinds of resources that interest groups use to pursue their goals, according to Jillson (Chapter 6, 168-172)? Be 

specific and clear, using examples.   

11. Describe interest group goals and strategies, according to Jillson (Chapter 6, 172-176).  Define, describe, and illustrate the role of 

lobbyists, inside lobbying, and outside lobbying. Be specific.  

12.  In chapter 6, Jillson discusses the health care reform of 2009-2010.  How did interest groups influence the origins of health care 

reform and health care debate (178-180)?  What are the key provisions of the health care bill (180-181)?  

13.  Describe “party in the electorate” according to Jillson (chapter 7, 202-208).  How have ties loosened over time?  Have the number 

of independent voters increased over time? How did groups vote for president in 2012? Be specific. 

14. What is the role of minor parties in American politics (Jillson chapter 7, 216-217)?  What are the obstacles to minor party success 

217-218)? Be clear and specific. 

15. What is “The Incumbency Advantage” according to Jillson (Chapter 8, 240-241)? What are the obstacles that challengers face 

(241-242)? Explain and clearly illustrate the role of national influences and local considerations. 

16. According to David Wasserman in “Parallel Universes,” which of the two political parties has an advantage in winning the 

presidency and why? You should discuss race, age, and education.  Which political party has an advantage in winning seats in the 

House of Representatives and why? You should discuss geographical polarization. 

17. Give five of the ten reasons that Robert A. Pastor (Annual Editions pages 180-182) believes that elections are conducted better in 

other nations than they are in the United States.  Give specific examples of each.  

18. According to Kevin Glass in “Who Gave Us Obamacare”? (Annual Editions pages 206-209), identify and describe the AHA, the 

AMA, and PhRMA. Explain their role in the adoption of health care reform in 2009-2010.  Be clear and specific. 

19. Explain what Richard Hofstader meant by “the paranoid style in American politics,” according to Paul Starobin (Annual Editions, 

#36, (pp. 176, 178)? Describe the way 1) national security, 2) economic worries, and 3) demographic transition stir anxieties 

among the groups of Americans that Starobin discusses (pp. 176-178).  Be sure to give clear examples.   

20. According to Jodi Edna, how has journalism changed in the last several years (Annual Editions, pages 220-221)? What are the 

upsides and downsides of these changes (pages 221-222)? How have candidates changed their behavior (pages 222-223)?     


