
Political Science 1100, Robertson, Spring 2014    Study Guide for Exam 1, February 11, 9:30 sharp 

         Please be in your seat at 9:30 

Exam 1 covers the following material: 

Class, January 21-February 9  

Jillson, pages 1-116, pages 404-464 

Annual Editions, Number 1.4, 1.7, 1.11, 1.13-1.14, 1.16, 2.15, pages 35-37, 45-48, 55-57, 62-67, 71-72, 138-140 

Here are short answer questions to study for the exam. Three of these questions will appear on the exam; you will be required to 

answer one of the three. The best answers will be clear and concise explanations that demonstrate that you know the material.  

Define the key terms, illustrate these terms accurately and include specific facts and examples. This section is worth a maximum of 

20 points. 

  1.  What did James Madison want in the Constitution, according to class? Clearly describe and explain how making a republican 

government created a dilemma for Madison.  How did the final Constitution resolve this dilemma? Be specific.  

  2. Describe the four important compromises at the Constitutional Convention, according to class.  What was the result of each 

compromise? Be specific.     

  3. How does state government affect the lives of individual Americans, according to lecture?  How are state public policies 

different from each other? Give some specific examples.  

  4. In class, we discussed questions the way the U.S. has answered the questions of who protects African-American civil rights – the 

states or the federal government?  Explain the question involved in these four cases, and explain how the U.S. answered these 

questions: the Missouri Compromise, the Civil War, and Plessy v. Ferguson, and Brown v. Board of Education.   

  5. Describe the “absolutist” position on civil liberties, according to lecture. Explain Hugo's Black's position in the Dennis and the 

Griswold decisions.  

  6.  .  According to Jillson (12-14), what is individualism? What was the role of individualism in the Protestant Reformation?  How 

did individualism influence Adam Smith’s economic ideas?  What kind of government does social contract theory require? 

  7.  Describe the way (1) space for “dissent,” (2) economic opportunity and social fluidity, and (3) heterogeneity influenced colonial 

America (Jillson, 18-21). Be clear and specific.  

  8. Explain the five "Basic Principles" that provided the "Foundation" for the delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 

(Jillson, 38-40). Be sure to describe each one clearly. 

  9. Who were the Anti-Federalists and the Federalists, according to Jillson (pages 50-53)?   On what issues did they differ?  How 

did the Bill of Rights respond to the conflict between the two sides? Be specific.  

10.  How did industrialization, urbanization, and the Great Depression change federalism in the United States, according to Jillson 

(pages 72-75)?  Be sure to explain the changes in federal, state and local expenditures (figure 3.1) and Wickard v. Filburn.  Be 

as specific as possible. 

11. Describe the “rise of fiscal federalism,” according to Jillson (pages 76-78). Be sure to describe the growth of federal grants 

spending, categorical grants and their growth, and the impact of national emergencies like the Great Recession of 2008-2009.   

12. Describe the modern civil rights movement, according to Jillson (pages 446-449). Be sure to identify and indicate the importance 

of Lloyd Gaines, Brown v. Board of Education, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, & the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 

13. Jillson discussed freedom of the press in chapter 13 (pages 413-415). What is the issue of prior restraint?  What was the judicial 

case of Near v. Minnesota, and how did that case address prior restraint?  What is the issue of press freedom and national 

security, and how did the Pentagon Papers case address that issue?   

14. Define, explain, and give examples of the unreasonable searches and seizures, the exclusionary rule, the right to counsel and 

self-incrimination (Jillson, pages 420-424). Explain why these Constitutional protections are considered necessary.   

15. What is political socialization, according to Jillson (page 95)? Describe how family, schools, and work influence political 

socialization (pages 96-98).  Be specific and use examples.  

16. Describe and explain the two dimensions of ideologies in the U.S. and the four ideologies -- liberal, conservative, libertarian, and 

populist – that result (Jillson, pages 112-114).  Describe clearly how the four ideologies are different from each other.   Be 

specific and use examples. 

17. According to Michael Hirsh and Sara Sorcher in “Edward Snowden is Wrong” (Annual Editions, pages 45-26), Explain clearly 

how and why Americans’ view of privacy has changed (pp. 45-46). What do they mean by the “culture of intrusion” (pp. 46-

47). Explain clearly and be as specific as possible.  

18.  What are five of the seven flaws in the Constitution that Sanford Levinson identifies (Annual Editions, pages 56-57)?  Explain 

and given an example of each. 

19. According to Erin Buzuvis in “Title IX 40 Years Later” (Annual Editions, pages 62-64), how has Title IX affected the role of 

women in the professions and in athletics.  How does it protect women against sexual harassment? Explain clearly. 

20. How have Supreme Court justices like Steven Breyer and Sonia Sotomayor become more active in the media than earlier 

generations of justices, according to Seth Stern (Annual Editions, pages 138-140)? How have justices like Antonin Scalia and 

Breyer become active in speaking to partisan crowds?  What is the risk of such speaking? Be specific. 

 


