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Beyen reviews "Physicians. Colonial RecIsm. and Olaspora In West Mice" by Adell Patton Jr. 
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Copyright Association of Third World stud/H, Inc. Fall 1999 

Patton, Adell Jr. Physicians, Colonial Racism. and Dlaspora in West Africa. Gainesville, Fl: University PrGss of 
Florida, 1996. 343 pp. 

Written as a general and specialized work, Adell Patton's Physicians. Colooial Racism. end Dlaspora in West Africa 
Ie a treatment of the training and professional experiences of Westem trained African medical doeto!1. Although H 
COY6lllthe medical profession in ancient MIca, the book', emphasis Is on the period from 1800 to 1985. Central to 
the work are the experienoes of Sierra Leoneans, Nigeriens, Gambians, and Ghenalans who received their medical 
educallon In Britain, Canada, the United Stales. the Caribbean, and the former socialist countries In Ellstem 
Europe. 

It III shown irl the fnt Chapter lI1at African tradillonal doclors were not only medical practioners; they also served as 
poIillcalleaders, and ,that auch a tradition was to be continued by Western trained M1can PhysiCiens like Dr, Felix 
HouphoUen\-SOigny of the Ivory Coast. Dr. Milton MEII'!lsl of Sierra Leone, Dr. Hasting K. Banda of Malawi. Dr. 
Agostino Nato of Angola, and Dr. Ashsys Audu of Nigeria, The experiences of Western trained female African 
physicians such liS Dr. Agnes Y. Savage, Dr. Abumbolll Awohyl, Dr. Irene C.lhgodaro. Dr. Ola e. Palmira. Dr. 
Priselllll R. K. Nicol, and othere are also covered In Chapter one. It Is argued In the same Chapter thet nearly alt 
colonial health initla~s were designed to promote the Intere$ts of Europeans at the expense of Mlcena. 

Chapter two treats the medical profession and pracllces In anclerrl Africa. Although his ooverege of anolant AfI1ca Is 
not delalled, Patton'8lmpllcation that the medk:al profession In ancient Africa _Informed by the Interactions of 
people of different soclal, racial, end rGllgloos bIlCkgrouoos is welHaken. Chllpter three lrealB British heeHh policies 
In Sierra Leone from 1787 through the 18508. It is maintained that because there were few European doclors in 
Sierra L.eona, British polley makers decided to train AfrIcan relumees from the Americas and indigenous Afl1cens 
through an apprenticeship system to meet the health needs of the colony. AlthoiJgh those who became health 
specialists did gain new privileged status. Patlon shows that such African heBHh specialiste. Ineluding those who 
later earned medical degrees, remained subordinated to their european counterparts. Ills argued that the Inferlor 
stetus of African health specleliste WillS reinforced as european powers woriced to bring Africa under colonial rule. 

Chapter four treats the various racist argumente used by Europeans to Justlfy the p~tion of Africa. Central to 
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Chapter five lire the reactioll8of Africans to the e!tempts by BriUBh leadtrs to reslrkll the actIvltie. of African 
physicians like Dr. Jenkins tumidn, Dr. Oguntola Gape,... William AwoonerRenner••nd others. Chapter 8be 
examines the BIlUBh ClJunteNa,ponses to the demands of African health specialists to be trea'IIId like their 
European counterparts. 

The rise of AfrIcan medical associlltions from the 1930& Ihrough the 1950s Is Ule main theme of Chapter seven. 
Patton treats Ule development of such assoclatJons in the context of the rIM of nallonllllsi movements in tht perIOd. 
AfrIean health specialists in Sierra Leone. Ghana. end Nigeria are said to have spearheaded the new trend. 

Chapter eight treats the lension betw&en the more Ulan 777 Afrfcans who earned !heir medical degrees In the 
former Eastern Block and IhDSe who earned theirs In the West. II is suggested that tha foregoing problem _ 
Alsull of the differences betWeen the medical doctrtnes of the former Eastern countries lind those of the Westem 
nations. Patton shows that despite Ihe differences. these doctors continue to play a significant role In the area of 
health in Africa. Patton highlights his main points In hl$ concluding chapter. and 0$11$ upon the world, esplClally the 
del/eloped countries, In provide Aflica Wi1h health reJaled financial and material asslstence. 

Patton has wrillen an eXO$llent book. The book 1$ analytical, well rasean::hed, and readable. Patton should ba 
commended fo( providing an Afrfcan perepac:tille on II very important toPIC. I wish he would have also treated the 
training and professional experillnO$s ofWesillm IraIned Liberian heaHh $peCiaHsts like Or. James S. Smith, Or. 
Solomon Carter Funar. Dr. James A. DlngwaU, Dr. Henry N. Cooper, Dr. Joseph N. Togba, Dr. Willi Roberts. Dr. 
COle Seyan. etc. in his excellent book. 
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