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Abstract (Document Summary)

Beysn reviews "Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora In West Africs” by Adell Patton Jr.

Full Text (704 words)

Copyright Association of Third World Studles, Inc, Fall 1999

Pation, Adell Jr. Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora in West Africa, Gainesville, FL: University Presa of
Florida, 1998, 343 pp.

Wiitten as & general and speciaiized work, Adell Patton's Physicians, Colonial Racism, snd Diaspora in West Africa
i8 a treatment of the tralning and professional sxperiences of Westam {rained African medical doctors, Although it
covers the medical profession in anclent Africa, the book's emphasis is on the period from 1800 to 19885, Central to
tha work are the experiences of Sierra Laoneans, Nigerans, Gambians, and Ghanaians who received thelr medical
education in Britain, Canada, tha United States, the Caribbean, and the former soolalist counttiss In Eastemn
Europe.

H is shown in the first Chapter that African traditional doclors were not only medical practioners; they also served as
potitlcal leaders, and that such a tradition was to be continued by Westem trained African physicians fike Dr, Felix
Houphouent-Bolgny of the vory Coast, Dr. Milton Margal of Sierra Leone, Dr, Hasting K. Banda of Malawi, Dr,
Agostino Nato of Angola, and Dr, Aghaya Audu of Nigeria, The experiences of Western trained female Afdcan
physicians such as Dr. Agnes Y. Savage, Dr. Abumbola Awahyi, Dr. Irene C, ihgodaro, Dr. Ola E. Palmira, Dr.
Priscilla R. K. Nicol, and others are also covered in Chapter one, it Is argued in the same Chapter that nearly all
colonial health initiatives were designed to promote the interests of Europeans at the expense of Africans.

Chapler two freats the medical profession and practices in ancient Africa, Although his coverage of ancient Africa is
not detafled, Pation's fmplicetion that the medical profession in ancient Africa was informed by the interactions of
people of different soclal, racial, and religious backgrounds is welitaken, Chapler three treats Britiah hesith policies
in Sierra Leone from 1787 through the 1850s. It is maintained that because there wore few European doclors in
Sierra Leona, Brifish policy makers decided to train African refurnees from the Americas and indigenous Africans
through an apprenticeship syatem to meet the health nesds of the colony. Aithough those whe becamae health
specialists did pain new privileged status, Patton shows that such African heglth specialists, including those who
later eamed medical degrees, remained subordinated to their European courterparts. It Is argued that the inferior
status of African health specialists was reinforced as European powers worked to bring Africa under colonial rule.

Chapter four treats the various racist arguments used by Europeesna to justify the partition of Africa. Central to
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Chapter fiva are the reactions of Africans to the attempts by Britiah leaders to restrict the activities of African
physicians llke Dr, Jenkins Lumkin, Dr. Oguntola Sapars, Willlam AwoonerRenner, end others, Chapler six
axaminas the British counter-responses to the domands of African heaith speclalists to be traated like thelr
Europsan counterparts.

The rise of African medical associgtions from the 1830s through the 19503 Is the maln theme of Chapler seven.
Patton treats the development of such assoclations in the context of the rize of nationalist movemanta in the periad.
African health specialists in Slerra Leone, Ghana, and Nigaria are sald to have spearheaded the new trend.

Chapler eight treats the tension beiwsen the more than 777 Africans who earned their medical degrees in the
former Eastern Block and thosa who eamed theirs In the Wast. It is suggested that the foregoing problem was a
result of the differences between the medical doctrines of the former Eastern countries and those of the Weetem
nations. Patton shows that despite tha differences, these doctors continue to play a significant rolg in the area of
health in Africa. Patton highlights his main poirts in his concluding chapter, and cealls upon the world, espacially the
developed couniries, to provide Africa with health refated financlal and material assistance.

Patton has writlen an exgelient book, The book is analyticat, well researched, and readable. Patton should ba
commendsd for providing an African perspactive on 2 very important {opic. | wish he would have also treated the
training and professional experiences of Western trained Liberian health specialists like Dr. James 3. Smith, Dr.
Solomon Carter Fuller, Dr, James A, Dingwall, Dr. Herny N. Cooper, Dr. Joseph N. Togba, Dr, Willi Roberts, Dr.
Cole Beyan, afc. in his axcellant book.
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